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The  pros  and... well. ..pros  of 
decriminalizing  marijuana. 
It’s  a miracle.  Luke  and 
Jim  finally  agree 


something! 


Matt  Sheehan's  top  dozen 
films  of  2005  is  Egg-celent!! 


Professor  returns  from  England 


JJC  Art  Professor  Gisele  Atterberry  converses  with  a local  fisherman  in  the  seaside  town  of  Broadstairs,  England. 


Teaching  abroad  an  educational  experience 


Co-Editor 

TYayeting  abroad  can  be  a life- 
changing experience  for  an  indi- 
vidual. It  can  open  doors  to  new 
people  and  ideas  and  have  a pro- 
found impact  on  one’s  worldview. 
Of  course,  when  one  travels  abroad 
as  a visiting  teacher  to  a European 
school,  the  experience  is  one  of  a 
lifetime. 

JJC  Art  professor  Gisele 
Atterberry  has  returned  from  Can- 
terbury, England  after  13  weeks  of 
participating  as  a guest  lecturer  on 
American  Studies  at  Canterbury 
Christchurch  University  in  the  fall 


semester  of  2005. 

Atterberry  left  the  United 
States  early  last  September  and  re- 
turned shortly  before  Christmas. 

“Every  day  was  something 
new,”  Atterberry  said.  “I  think  you 
could  live  in  Canterbury  for  a year 
and  feel  that  way.” 

She  commented  that  “the 
people  in  Canterbury  were  so  proud 
of  their  heritage  and  history." 

Atterberry  lived  in  a row  house 
that  the  school  owned  during  the 
semester.  “I  could  see  the  cathedral 
tower  from  my  backyard,  or  ‘gar- 
den,’ as  they  called  it.’’ 

The  trip  was  sponsored  by  the 


Illinois  Consortium  for  Interna- 
tional Studies  and  Programs,  an  or- 
ganization specializing  in  studying 
abroad  with  about  40  members  in 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  The  organi- 
zation is  dedicated  to  “global  inter- 
national education  and  multicultural 
diversity,"  according  to  the  group’s 
website. 

“I  am  so  glad  that  the  school 
(JJC)  belongs  to  the  organization,” 
Atterberry  said.  “I  was  very  thank- 
ful for  the  opportunity  to  go." 

American  students  from  Arkan- 
sas, Illinois,  Mississippi  and  New 
York  also  went  abroad.  “Our  stu- 
See  PROFESSOR  on  page  8 


JJC  selects 
president 


lisaMniaB 

Co-Editor 

Co-Editor 

The  JJC  Board  of  Trustees 
voted  5-2  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  25, 
to  select  Eugenia  Proulx  us  the  next 
president  of  the  college.  The  vote 
took  place  at  a special  meeting  held 
at  the  college’s  City  Center  Cam- 
pus. 

If  she  accepts  the  position, 
Proulx  will  take  office  on  July  1, 
2006. 

The  meeting  opened  with  an 
opportunity  for  comment  from  com- 
munity members  present.  The  board 
then  met  in  executive  session  before 
returning  for  a public  vote. 

Jim  McFarland,  chairman  of 
the  JJC  Board  of  Trustees,  suitl 
Proulx  was  the  top-ranked  candi- 
date by  the  19-member  screening 
committee  or  district  and  college 
representatives,  which  has  been  nur- 
rowing  down  the  list  of  presiden- 
tial applicants  since  July. 

“The  bottom  line  is,  her  cre- 
dentials spoke,"  McEurland  said. 
“You  will  see  what  u classy  lady 
(Proulx  is),  what  leadership  style 
she  has,  how  she’s  student-oriented 
and  how  she’s  about  putting  the  col- 
lege first. 

“And  that’s  xvhat  this  board 
wanted— an  individual  who’s  going 
to  come  in  here  and  make  sure  the 
college  is  first  and  that  we’re  able 
to  grow,  and  grow  with  consensus 
of  the  whole  community." 

Proulx  has  been  executive  vice 
chancellor  of  The  Community  Col- 


Dr.  Eugonla  Proulx 


lege  of  Baltimore  County  (Mary- 
land) since  November,  according  to 
a JJC  press  release.  She  served  as 
interim  chancellor  from  July  2005 
to  October  2005,  and  previously 
spent  more  than  six  years  as  presi- 
dent of  the  college's  Dundalk  and 
Essex  campuses. 

Before  serving  at  CCBC, 
Proulx  was  vice  president  for  aca- 
demic affairs  at  Erie  Community 
College  in  Buffalo,  NY  from  1993 
to  1999;  dean  of  the  college  of  busi- 
ness and  technology  at  Franklin 
University  In  ( .'olumhus,  ( )lilo  from 
1989  to  1993;  and  associate  dean 
of  career  and  vocational  education 
at  Genesee  Community  ( allege  In 
Batavia,  NY  from  1983  to  1989,  a 
JJC  press  release  said.  Slit*  also 
spent  more  than  20  year#  as  a 
teacher  of  higher  education. 

Proulx  earned  her  Doctorate  In 
Philosophy  from  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  New  York  nt  Buffalo. 

If  Proulx  accepts  the  position, 

See  PROULX  on  page  8 


JJC  remembers  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King, 


Production  Manager 


Medal  of  Freedom,  as  well  as  won 
a Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  his  encour- 


rights  jump  started  America’s  con- 
science with  the  year-long  Mont- 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  was  gomery  bus  boycott.  That  step  for  agements  of  non-violence  and  racial 
born  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  on  Jan.  15,  justice  displayed  the  power  of  an  equality.  Through  out  the  world, 
1929.  Though  Dr.  King’s  life  was  individual  and  stands  as  an  example  King  is  known  as  a peacemaker  and 
of  what  once  voice,  one  cry  for  marty rdue  to  his  dedicated  work, 
change  can  do  for  a people  and  a 


cut  short  when  he  was  assassinated 
on  April  4, 1968,  he  did  many  amaz- 
ing things  throughout  his  life,  and  nation." 


On  the  other  hand,  English  pro- 
fessor Barbara  Stanek-Salvestrini 
King  was  arrested,  fought  believes  that  the  time  was  right  for 
against,  had  his  property  vandal-  a movement.  “If  Martin  Luther 
King  was  an  activist  for  equal  j/ctj,  but  in  the  end,  his  fight  pre-  King  had  not  lived,  I think  that 


his  message  still  lives  in  people  to- 
day. 


rights  and  freedom. 


vailed  and  the  United  States  Su-  someone  else  would  have  stepped 


He  is  famous  for  leading  the  preme  Court  outlawed  racial  segre-  forward  and  led  the  movement.  It 


Civil  Rights  Movement,  as  well 
leading  the  1955  Montgomery  Bus 


was  time  in  the  evolution  of  the  hu- 


gation  on  intrastate  buses. 

“I  think  that  Americans  today  manity  to  recognize  that  we  all  share 
Boycott  that  resulted  from  Rosa  are  more  open  minded  towards  the  same  desires  and  fears,"  said 
Parks’s  refusal  to  comply  with  the  other  races  because  many  races  are  SalverstrinL 
Jim  Crow  law.  Community  Rela-  here  now  in  America... many  black  Anissa  Jones,  Director  of  Stu- 

tions  Specialist  and  advisor  of  the  people  follow  his  footsteps,”  said  dent  Activities  at  JJC  said,  “Dr. 


Black  Student  Union  Darcel  student Joni LagahiL 


Anissa  Jones  talks 
to  Preacher  Moss 
before  his 
presentation  during 
the  week-long 
celebration  of  Dr 
King  hero  at  JJC. 
Preacher  Moss  is 
currently  traveling 
to  various  collogos 
on  his  "End  of 
Racism"  comedy 
and  lecture  tour. 

On  his  website, 
Moss  says  that  his 
tour  has  boon  "one 
of  the  most  fufllling 
projects  I have  evor 
boon  involved  In." 
For  more 
Information  about 
Preacher  Moss  and 
his  tour,  visit 
www.preachor 


Rockett  said,  “The  two  icons  of  civil 


King  received  a Presidential 


See  DR.  KING  on  page  5 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Remembering  Dr.  King’s 
legacy  important  for  all 

Many  people  believe  that,  in  this  world,  there  are  leaders  and  fol- 
lowers, teachers  and  students.  This  idea  of  is  strongly  felt  throughout 
the  world  in  some  form  or  another,  depending  on  one’s  personal  phi- 
losophy. 

With  this  notion  in  mind,  one  can  clearly  define  Martin  Luther 
King  as  a teacher  and  lender,  a man  who  dedicated  his  life  to  freedom 
and  equality  for  his  people.  King  taught  all  of  us  that  we  are  connected, 
possessing  equal  value  in  the  world. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  people  (mainly  in  this  country)  who  don't 
fully  realize  the  legacy  and  impact  that  King  had  on  this  country.  King 
has  stood  as  a vessel  of  change  for  people  all  over  the  world,  and  yet, 
many  Americans  don't  fully  know  or  appreciate  all  that  he  has  given  us 
society  and  as  a people. 

We  at  the  Blazer  fee!  that  the  lack  of  knowledge  about  the  life  and 
actions  of  King  is  unacceptable. 

This  is  not  a racial  issue  or  a historical  issue;  this  is  a human  issue. 
One  may  think  that  this  country  docs  well  in  celebrating  his  life,  but  a 
day  off  from  school  on  his  birthday  isn't  good  enough. 

JJC  honored  the  birthday  of  Dr.  King  with  week-long  festivities 
and  discussions  about  his  legacy,  yet  there  are  still  many  students  who 
don’t  fully  realize  what  a powerful  voice  he  was  to  America. 

King  was  horn  into  a country  of  segregation  and  discrimination,  a 
country  of  unequal  opportunity  and  prejudice  against  all  people  of  color. 
Forty  years  later,  it’s  still  hard  to  believe  that  that  country  was  the  United 
States.  King  was  the  most  popular  voice  of  the  civil  rights  movement, 
dedicated  to  racial  equality,  equal  opportunity  and  nonviolence.  The 
latter  strongly  equated  him  with  such  a powerful  figure  as  Gandhi.  ■ 

Knowledge  of  complicated  subjects  such  as  these  must  come  with 
one’s  curiosity  and  desire  for  new  information  and  ideas.  King’s  life 
was  filled  with  conflict  and  toil,  but  also  with  empowerment  and  opti- 
mism. He  saw  the  future  and  what  it  would  bring.  His  speeches  and 
marches  (including  his  famous  march  on  Washington)  brought  his  mes- 
sage to  the  masses.  They  were  his  way  of  saying  that  the  subject  of 
racial  inequality  could  no  longer  be  ignored  and  must  be  dealt  with 
immediately. 

How  does  one  really  begin  to  understand  what  if  was  like  during 
the  time  of  the  civil  rights  movement? 

What  must  it  have  been  like  to  be  in  a crowd  of  thousands,  one  of 
many,  listening  to  King  speaking? 

I n a way,  that  was  what  King  was  trying  to  address;  we  are  all  one. 
We  are  all  together  in  this  world. 

We  at  the  Blazer  honor  King  for  everything  he  did  for  this  country 
and  deeply  value  his  legacy  of  social  change  and  hope  his  legacy  will 
continue  to  inspire  others. 

King  was  but  one  of  many  teachers  and  leaders  in  this  world. 

There  were  many  more  before  him,  and  there  will  be  many  more 
after  him.  But  we  cannot  forget  his  contribution. 
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America  thinks  ‘that’s  hott’. ..maybe  not 


Production  Manager 

As  a writer  (for  a newspaper), 
I have  often  been  told  to  “not  use 
big  words,”  “keep  things  simple"  or 
more  importantly,  “keep  the  article 
readable.”  Those,  in  my  opinion,  are 
the  most  ridiculous  things  that  1 
have  heard  in  my  short  career  as  a 
writer. 

I’m  usually  not  one  for  huge 
words  that  you  don’t  hear  on  a day- 
to-day  basis.  I don't  typically  thrive 
on  making  myself  sound  smart  just 
because  1 can  use  a 20-letter  word 
with  12  syllables  in  a 10-word  sen- 
tence. I think  you  get  the  point.  But, 
using  an  intelligent  word  choice  in 
writing  is  something  I see  nothing 
wrong  with.  Why  must  we,  as  writ- 
ers and  the  informative  media, 
dumb  down  America? 

This  is  a trend  that  is  useless, 
because,  hey,  we  are  Americans. 
Americans  are  smart.  Really,  we 
are.Aren’twe? 

During  my  sociology  class  lec- 
ture the  other  day,  the  professor 
stated  that  about  85  percent  of 
Americans  have  a high  school  di- 
ploma or  its  equivalency.  In  this 
case,  writing  and  informing  should 
be  of  a more  intelligent  level — and 
I’tn  not  just  talking  big  words.  The 
facts  and  can  sometimes  be  misun- 
derstood and  inadequate  because  of 
the  way  they’re  written.  Why  does 
this  need  to  happen? 

Media  needs  to  start  writing 
intelligently,  not  colorfully. 

For  the  most  part,  I do  not  con- 
sider the  American  people  stupid, 
but  when  the  priorities  of  the  media 
seem  to  be  in  the  corner  of  Tom- 
Kat,  Bennifer  and  Branjalina,  we 


look  ridiculous  as  a whole. 

There  seems  to  be  this  self-ful- 
filling prophecy  happening  within 
Americans.  We  ail  want  to  be 
trendy,  hip,  cool,  and  above  all,  look 
smart  and  intellectual  all  in  the  same 
moment. 

So  we  turn  to  the  stars  to  set 
the  trends,  and  what  do  the  trend- 
seekers  receive?  An  article  in 
People  magazine  about  Paris  Hilton 
picking  out  a book  in  Barnes  and 
Noble.  She  ended  up  purchasing 
George  Orwell’s  Animal  Farm. 
When  a photographer  asked  her 
what  she  thought  of  Orwell’s  cre- 
ation, she  said,  “It's  hott!”  (I  thank 
you,  Ms.  Hilton,  for  making  me 
more  stupid  every  time  I hear  that 
phrase.) 

Things  aren’t  unique  or  eye- 
catching anymore;  they’re  hott!  And 
that’s  with  twoT’s.  Ridiculous. 

But  the  press  looks  at  her  stun- 
ning beauty.  She  smiles;  the  lights 
flash,  and — BOOM — you  have 
news-worthy  press. 

Again,  let  me  thank  you,  Hol- 
lywood, for  teaching  our  generation, 
as  well  as  future  generations,  to  be 
“hott.” 

I know  junior  high  children, 
and  others,  who  use  that  phrase  on 
a regular  basis.  They  even  go  as  far 
as  writing  it  in  journals  or  home- 
work assignments.  Of  course,  the 
teachers  deduct  points,  but  do  the 
students  realize  why? 

Slang  is  great.  I use  it  too,  but 
all  in  fun,  and  not  when  it  comes  to 
my  education  or  work  environment 
But  it  appears  that  there  is  no  clear 
line  drawn.  Do  we  forget  what 
hott — excuse  me,  hot — really 
means?  Is  the  topic  of  your  history 
paper  of  a high  temperature?  I doubt 
it 

Within  this,  other  forms  of 
amazing  entertainment  are  truly  for- 
gotten. In  a child  and  adolescent 
development  class,  I conducted  a 


survey  of  200  fifth-grade  girls 
throughout  northern  Illinois  in 
2005.  Only  52  of  the  200  young  la- 
dies had  been  to  a museum  in  the 
past  two  years,  but  1 22  of  the  200 
had  watched  E!  Entertainment  Tele- 
vision. If  I recall  correctly,  when  I 
was  a kid,  we  went  to  the  city  and 
visited  museums  at  least  once  ev- 
ery two  years  as  field  trips  or  just 
with  parents  during  the  summer. 

What  was  even  more  distress- 
ing was  the  fact  that  only  79  girls 
regularly  used  a dictionary;  some 
even  said  they  didn't  know  how. 
Hand  writing  isn't  a priority  in 
classrooms  anymore,  because  com- 
puters are  taking  over.  Whatever 
happened  to  proper  cursive  and 
looking  up  words  if  you  didn’t  un- 
derstand them? 

One  of  my  former  professors 
said  America  has  a “Big  Bird  syn- 
drome.” In  order  to  learn  and  retain, 
one  has  to  be  entertained,  or  else 
the  attention  span  dissipates,  and  the 
material  is  boring.  The  end.  The 
average  adult  attention  span,  ac- 
cording to  ADDresources.com,  is 
22  seconds.  There  is  even  such  a 
thing  as  Adult  Attention  Deficit  Dis- 
order. 

I know  that  there  is  honestly  a 
chemical  imbalance  that  does  cause 
these  things,  but  there  are  also  hun- 
dreds of  misdiagnoses. 

People  begin  to  use  deficit  dis- 
orders as  a cop-out,  finding  a way 
to  exuse  not  focusing.  Any  form  of 
work  isn’t  fun,  but  we  all  have  to 
buckle  down  and  git  ‘r’  dun-excuse 
me-  get  work  done. 

But  in  a world  where  Aqua 
Teen  Hunger  Force , Xhox, 
MySpace.com,  and  AOL  Instant 
Messenger  take  precedence  over 
reading  and  discovering,  what  can 
you  expect? 

Speaking  of  which,  I need  to 
go  check  out  the  news  stands  to  find 
out  who's  dating  Paris  this  week! 


Question  of  the  Issue 

Besides  being  depressed,  what  do  you  do  if  you 
can’t  find  a valentine  on  Valentine’s  day? 


“...Get  a group  of  friends  to- 
gether and  go  for  a night  out  on 
the  town.”  _ „ 

-Brette  Young 


...Play  video  games  and  read.” 
-Katy  Katawitz 


“...Go  to  a small  party  or  spend 
time  with  myself.” 


-Ken  Grzywa 


“Play  on  the  computer  or  play  “If  I don’t  have  a valentine,  I 
video  games.”  honesty  forget  about  the  day.” 

- Tyrone  Frostyloc  - Stacie  Kush 


“Enlist  the  service  of  moderately 
priced  prostitutes.’’ 

- Xavier  Duran 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the 
letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit 
letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-l  009. 
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To  paraphrase  Bill  Hicks,  if 
you  were  to  walk  into  a party,  a bar 
or  any  kind  of  social  event  and  ob- 
serve a person  who  is  obnoxious, 
ioud  and  violent  (either  in  gestures 
and  words  or  by  physical  acts), 
would  you  presume  he  was  a)  drunk 
orb)  high  on  marijuana?  Honestly, 
every  person  I have  posed  this 
question  to  has  answered  'a'. 
While  this  is  not  a very  technical 
argument,  I find  the  practicality 


and  soul 


of  it  the  heart 
of  mari- 
juana de- 
criminaliza- 
tion. 

Why  is  1 
marijuana  ille- 
g a I , anyway? 

It  is 
much, 
much 
less 
harmful  to 
our  bodies  than  al- 
cohol or  tobacco. 

About  50,000 
people  die  each  year  from 
alcohol  poisoning.  Similarly, 
more  than  400,000  deaths  each  year 
are  attributed  to  tobacco  smoking. 

By  comparison,  marijuana  is 
nontoxic  and  cannot  cause  death  by 
overdose.  According  to  the  presti- 
gious European  medical  journal, 
The  Lancet,  “The  smoking  of  can- 
nabis, even  long-term,  is  not  harm- 
ful to  health. ...It  would  be  reason- 
able to  judge  cannabis  less  of  a 
threat. . .than  alcohol  or  tobacco." 

Marijuana  has  been  inaccu- 
rately labeled  a gateway  drug  by 
proponents  of  the  prohibition, 
claiming  it  leads  to  harder  drugs 
such  as  cocaine  or  heroin. 

The  Center  on  Addiction  and 
Substance  Abuse  recently  released 
a report  claiming  that  marijuana 
users  are  85  times  more  likely  than 
non-marijuana  users  to  try  cocaine. 
This  stat  is  twisted.  CASA  deter- 
mined this  number  by  dividing  the 
proportion  of  marijuana  users  who 
have  ever  used  cocaine(17  percent) 
by  the  proportion  of  cocaine  users 
who  have  never  used  marijuana  (.2 
percent). 

The  high  risk-factor  obtained 
is  a product  not  that  so  many  mari- 
juana users  also  use  cocaine  but  that 
so  many  cocaine  users  used  mari- 
juana previously. 

In  the  United  States,  the  claim 
that  marijuana  acts  as  a gateway  to 
the  use  of  other  drugs  serves  mainly 
as  a rhetorical  tool  for  frightening 
Americans.  Not  only  is  the  claim 


intellectually  indefensible,  but  the 
battle  against  marijuana  users  is 
wasteful  of  resources  and  fated  to 
failure. 

Enforcing  marijuana  prohibi- 
tion costs  taxpayers  an  estimated 
$10  billion  annually  and  results  in 
the  arrest  of  more  than  734,000 
individuals  per  year — far 
more  than  the  total  num- 
ber of  arrestees  for  all 
violent  crimes  com- 
bined, including  mur- 
der, rape,  rob- 


The  Blazer  welcomes  opposing 
views.  If  you  have  an  opinion  that 
you  would  like  to  express  about 
this  subject,  or  any  others  we 
would  be  happy  to  receive  them  in 
the  form  of  a letter  to  the  editor. 


juana  arrests  have  more 
J than  doubled  since  1991, 
while  adult  use  of  the  drug 
has  remained  stable.  During  this 
same  period,  the  number  of  arrests 
for  cocaine  and  heroin  fell  by  ap- 
proximately 33  percent. 

These  arguments  have  not 
even  touched  on  the  medical  ben- 
efits of  marijuana,  which  are  nu- 
merous and  some  of  which  have 
been  known  to  man  for  5,000 
years.  Modern  research  suggests 
that  cannabis  is  a valuable  aid  in 
the  treatment  of  a wide  range  of 
clinical  applications.  These  in- 
clude relief  from  pain — particu- 
larly from  neuropathic  pain  (pain 
from  nerve  damage) — nausea, 
spasticity,  glaucoma  and  move- 
ment disorders. 

Marijuana  is  also  a pow  erful 
appetite  stimulant,  specifically  for 
patients  suffering  from  HIV',  the 
AIDS  wasting  syndrome,  or  de- 
mentia. Emerging  research  sug- 
gests that  marijuana's  medicinal 
properties  may  protect  the  body 
against  some  types  of  malignant 
tumors  and  are  neuroprotective. 

As  former  President  Jimmy 
Carter  told  Congress  in  1977, 
“Penalties  against  drug  use  should 
not  be  more  damaging  to  an  indi- 
vidual than  the  use  of  the  drug  it- 
self. Nowhere  is  this  more  clear 
than  in  the  laws  against  the  pos- 
session of  marijuana  in  private  for 
personal  use.” 


Enforcing  marijuana 
prohibition  costs  taxpay- 
ers an  estimated  $10  bil- 
lion annually  and  results 
in  the  arrest  of  more  than 
734,000  individuals  per 
year — far  more  than  the 
total  number  of  arrestees 
for  all  violent  crimes  com- 
bined, including  murder, 
rape,  robbery  and  aggra- 
vated assault. 

- Luke  Hornberger 


Take  into  account 
that,  according  to  the 
Center  for  Disease  Con- 
trol, each  year,  over 
400,000  Americans  die 
from  cigarette  smoking. 
One  in  every  five  deaths 
is  cigarette-related.  Do 
you  know  how  many 
people’s  deaths  were 
contributed  directly  to 
marijuana? 

- Jim  Nelson 


Marijuana  has  been 
inaccurately  labeled  a 
gateway  drug  by  propo- 
nents of  the  prohibition, 
claiming  it  leads  to 
harder  drugs  such  as  co- 
caine or  heroin. 

- Luke  Hornberger 


Marijuana  does  not 
cause  crime.  People 
cause  crime.  This  is  very 
similar  to  the  point  made 
by  the  National  Rifle  As- 
sociation - that  guns 
don’t  kill  people,  people 
kill  people. 

- Jim  Nelson 


More  times  than  not,  I have 
sided  with  the  conservative  views 
on  issues  important  to  this  country. 
Every  now  and  then,  I find  an  issue 
about  which  I strongly  disagree  with 
the  right  wing.  The  legalization  of 
marijuana  is  one  of  them. 

The  federal  government  needs 
to  legalize  marijuana  but  set  regu- 
lations for  marijuana  sale  and  us- 
age by  Americans.  If  marijuana 
were  legalized,  it  would  be  govern- 
ment regulated  and  would  greatly 
minimize  black  market  drug  trade 
and  prevent  pot  from  being  laced 
with  potentially  harmful  substances. 

It  also  would  not  cost  us 
money,  but  would  make  us  money, 
because  you  know  they  would  tax 
it 

I'm  still  trying  to  figure  out 
why  this  country  is  wasting  so  much 
money  on  making  sure  people  don't 
take  a hit  olTof  a bong  after  a stress- 
ful day  at  work,  while  it  should  be 
concentrating  on  the  fact  that  we 
have  a huge  federal  deficit,  a war  to 
pay  for,  and  an  inadequate  and  un- 
acceptable network  for  tracking 
the  sexual  predators  of  children. 
The  money  we  spend  on  con- 
fiscating  mari- 


should  be 
redistrib- 
uted to  these  . 
causes. 

According 
to  the  Office  of 


deaths  were  attributed  to  alcohol, 
between  14  and  17  thousand  attrib- 
uted to  legal  prescription  drug  over- 
doses, and  over  1,000  deaths  were 
attributed  to  aspirin.  Marijuana: 

So,  think  about  that  for  a sec- 
ond. Zero  people  died  from  smok- 
ing marijuana.  So  why  were  44  per- 
cent of  drug  arrests  in  this  country 
in  the  year  2004  attributed  to  mari- 
juana? Why  are  we  wasting  our  time 
and  money  on  this?  Nobody  was  ar- 
rested for  cigarette  smoking  or  dis- 
tribution, and  that  kills  people.  No- 
body was  on  the  television  show 
Cops  bragging  about  how  many 
cigarette  busts  he  or  she  made  that 
day,  when  in  all  actuality,  cigarette 
busts  would  be  more  in  line  with  the 
“To  Serve  and  Protect”  motto  found 
on  many  of  this  nation's  police  cars. 
Who  are  they  protecting  by  arrest- 
ing someone  for  having  a pipe  or  a 
joint? 

Marijuana  does  not  cause 
crime.  People  cause  crime.  This  is 
very  similar  to  the  point  made 
by  the  National  Rifle  As- 
sociation  - that  guns 
don't  kill  people,  people 
kill  people. 

H..  They  are 


N a - 

tional  Drug 
Control  Policy,  federal  spending 
for  the  war  on  drugs  increased  20- 
fold  from  1981  to  2001.  Currently, 
20  billion  dollars  are  spent  each 
year  on  this  war  on  drugs.  I just 
don’t  get  it.  Why  are  we  spending 
this  kind  of  money  on  stopping 
marijuana?  But  it  is  okay  for  Ameri- 
can troops  families  to  be  on  wel- 
fare? 

Take  into  account  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  Center  for  Disease  Con- 
trol, each  year,  over  400,000  Ameri- 
cans die  from  cigarette  smoking. 
One  in  every  five  deaths  is  cigarette- 
related.  Do  you  know  how  many 
people's  deaths  were  contributed 
directly  to  marijuana? 

The  answer  is  zero.  According 
to  the  U.S.  Surgeon  General,  in  this 
country’  last  year,  over  150,000 


the  same.  Why  don't  they 
get  it? 

Do  I think  marijuana 
use  should  be  free  of  re- 
strictions? No.  There  are  times 
when  marijuana  cun  be  harmful  to 
a situation.  Driving  while  “high"  is 
not  a good  idea.  There  should  be 
rules  and  regulations  involved  with 
this,  but  that  is  no  different  than 
rules  being  associated  with  alcohol. 

Instead  of  spending  money  on 
this,  why  don't  we  make  some 
money  off  of  marijuana?  The  fed- 
eral government  should  be  selling 
this  marijuana  and  taxing  it.  Then 
they  need  to  figure  out  how  to  keep 
tabs  on  our  nation's  lowest  life  form, 
sex  offenders  of  children.  Every- 
thing is  easier  when  you  have 
money,  right? 


None  of  the  medical  tests  currently  used  to  detect  brain  damage  ii 
humans  have  found  harm  from  marijuana,  even  from  long-term,  high- 
dose  use. 

Most  people  who  smoke  marijuana  smoke  it  only  occasionally. 

The  vast  majority  of  marijuana  users  do  not  commit  crimes  other 
than  the  crime  of  possessing  marijuana. 

There  have  been  no  reports  of  lung  cancer  related  solely  to 
marijuana. 

The  above  information  was  obtained  from  the  Drug  Policy  Alliance, 
a leading  independent  drug  policy  reform  institute. 
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Sexual  Responsibility  Week 
JJC  will  observe  Sexual  Re- 
sponsibility Week  from  Feb.  6 
through  Feb.  9 with  events  from 
1 1 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  each  day  on  the 
center  bridge.  The  events  are 
sponsored  by  the  JJC  Wellness 
Program.  For  more  information, 
contact  Pam  Dilday  at  280-2202 
orpdilday@jjc.edu. 

Volunteer  Logs 
The  Holistic  Wellness  Office 
asks  that  volunteers  turn  in  their 
community  service  logs  for  No- 
vember and  December.  If  you’ve 
done  community  service  but 
haven’t  completed  a log,  please 
contact  Pam  at  280-2202  or 
pdilday@jjc.edu. 

Anglers’  Club  Movie  Night 
The  JJC  Anglers'  Club  will 
present  an  angling  movie  and 
seminar  at  7:30  p.m.  Friday,  Feb. 
3,  in  room  D-2001 . The  topics  will 
center  on  sinker  fishing  for  catfish 
and  other  species.  The  event  is  free 
and  is  open  to  the  public,  and  free 
popcorn  will  be  provided.  For 
more  information,  visit 
www.bankfisher.com,  or  contact 
Patrick  Mills  at  280-6702. 

Theater  Auditions 
Auditions  for  the  spring  the- 
ater production  Bent  will  be  held 
Thursday,  Feb.  2,  from  3 p.m.  to  5 


p.m.  and  6 p.m.  to  8 p.m.  in  K-2002 
and  again  on  Friday,  Feb.  3,  from  5 
p.m.  to  7 p.m.  in  the  same  location. 
A play  by  Martin  Sherman,  Bent  fo- 
cuses on  the  Nazi  oppression  of  the 
gay  community  during  the  Holo- 
caust. For  more  information,  call 
280-2200  or  280-2706. 

Brown  Bag  Lecture 

Bonnie  Winfrey  will  present 
“Katherine  Dunham’’  as  part  of  the 
Brow  n Bag  lecture  series  Wednes- 
day, Jan.  8 at  noon  in  room  J-0006. 
For  more  information,  contact  Fred 
Harris  Or  Mary  Schulte  at  280-2281 . 

HIV  Testing 

The  Holistic  Wellness  club,  the 
Will  County  Health  Department  and 
AGAPE  Missions  will  sponsor  HIV' 
testing  to  any  JJC  students  or  staff 
members  on  Feb.  6 and  20  from 
1:30  to  2:30  p.m.  in  room  .1-2006. 
Testing  will  be  conducted  by  oral 
swab.  Appointments  are  not  neces- 
sary but  are  encouraged.  Other  up- 
coming testing  dates  are  March  13 
and  27. 

Musica  Viva 

Pianist  Eunbae  Lee  will  per- 
form in  a Musica  Viva  recital  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  5,  at  3 p.m.  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre.  A pre-concert  discus- 
sion will  be  presented  at  2:30  p.m. 
Admission  is  free  to  both  events. 
Lee,  a native  of  South  Korea,  has 


won  numerous  competitions  in 
Korea  and  the  United  States.  Her 
program  at  JJC  will  present  the 
music  of  Mozart,  Chen  Yi,  Chopin 
and  Debussy.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  the  ARTSLINE  at  729- 
9020.  extension  ARTS. 

African  Bazaar 

An  African  Bazaar  will  be 
held  Thursday,  Feb.  2,  from  10 
a.m.  to  2 p.m.  on  the  E-Concourse. 
Many  items  will  be  on  display  or 
for  sale  including  crafts,  clothing, 
jewelry,  and  books.  For  more  in- 
formation, call  Marilyn  at  280- 
2609. 

Scholarship  Book  Available 

The  2006-2007  JJC  scholar- 
ship book  is  now  available.  Cop- 
ies are  available  in  the  Financial 
Aid  office. 

Masculinity  Dialogue 

The  Social  Sciences  Enrich- 
ment Club  will  present  “A  Dia- 
logue on  the  Culture  of  Men” 
Thursday,  Feb.  2 from  11  a.m.  to 
1 2:30  p.m.  on  the  center  bridge. 
Various  topics  relating  to  males  in 
society  will  be  discussed.  A light 
lunch  will  be  provided  and  door 
prizes  will  be  awarded.  Any  mon- 
etary1 donations  to  the  club  would 
be  appreciated.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Johnnie  Johnson  at 
280-2831. 


I CAN  MAKE 
A CHANGE. 


I CAN  STAY 
THE  COURSE. 


At  Dominican,  transferring  doesn't  mean  starting  from  scratch.  First  we  make  the 
process  itself  as  easy  as  possible.  And  with  our  more  than  50  programs  of  study, 
you  can  build  on  everything  you've  already  learned.  There's  a lot  you  want  to  do 
in  life.  With  a great  education  from  Dominican,  you  can. 

Learn  more  about  transferring  to  Dominican  by  contacting  us  at  708-524-6800 
or  domadmis@dom.edu. 


708-524-6800 
708-524-6864  (fax) 

7900  West  Division  Street 
River  Forest,  IL  60305 


DOMINICAN 

UNIVERSITY 

www.ican.dom.edu 
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Police 


Blotter 

Traffic  stop  leads  to  Suspected  theft  at  Cen- 
cannabis  charge  tennial  Commons 


A Chicago  Heights  man  has 
been  charged  with  possession  of 
cannabis  in  connection  with  a traf- 
fic stop  on  campus.According  to 
JJC  Police,  Darren  B.  Easterling 
was  driving  in  the  wrong  direction 
on  a one-way  road  on  campus  Jan. 
5 and  was  pulled  over.  Easterling, 
according  to  police,  was  driving 
with  a revoked  license. 

Police  said  that,  after  the  search 
of  the  vehicle,  they  discovered  less 
than  2.5  grams  of  cannabis  in  the 
vehicle.  Easterling  was  cited  for  a 
moving  violation  and  possession  of 
the  cannabis. 

Easterling  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody by  the  JJC  Police  Department. 
He  posted  bond  and  w as  ordered  to 
appear  in  court  at  the  Will  County 
Courthouse  on  Feb.  9. 

Tip  from  store  em- 
ployee leads  police  to 
Centennial  Commons: 

Two  men  were  arrested  at  Cen- 
tennial Commons  on  Jan.  12  and 
charged  with  possession  of  cannabis 
in  the  amount  greater  than  2.5  grams 
but  less  than  10  grams. 

According  to  JJC  Police,  offic- 
ers, operating  on  a tip  from  an  em- 
ployee at  Joliet  Textbooks  on 
Houbolt  Road,  went  to  1514  Cen- 
tennial Drive,  Apartment 314,  to  re- 
spond to  a complaint  about  the  al- 
leged return  of  stolen  materials  to 
the  bookstore  for  a refund. 

The  employee  suspected  that 
stolen  books  had  been  returned  by 
a recent  customer  at  the  store  and 
was  able  to  provide  authorities  with 
a license  plate  identification  of  a 
vehicle  she  believed  to  have  been 
invoived. 

According  to  police,  the  ve- 
hicle owner  spoke  with  authorities 
at  the  front  door  of  the  apartment 
and  gave  permission  for  the  offic- 
ers to  enter  the  apartment.  The 
owner  of  the  vehicle  told  police  he 
had  been  at  Joliet  Textbooks  earlier 
in  the  day  to  take  a friend  to  retur  n 
unneeded  textbooks. 

The  investigation  revealed  that 
no  stolen  textbooks  were  involved; 
however,  while  inside  the  residence, 
authorities  directed  their  attention 
to  what  appeared  to  be  cannabis  on 
a table.  Two  other  males  were  in  the 
room  at  the  time. 

According  to  police,  both 
males  admitted  to  be  in  possession 
of  cannabis. 

One,  Robert  L.  Shaw  of  Joliet, 
admitted  to  police  that  he  was  in 
possession  of  four  bags  of  the  can- 
nabis. The  other  male,  Marlon  War- 
ren, told  police  he  had  two  bags  on 
his  person. 

Both  Shaw  and  Warren  were 
taken  into  custody  by  the  JJC  Po- 
lice Department  and  taken  to  the 
station  for  processing  for  possession 
of  cannabis  in  the  amount  greater 
than  2.5  grams  but  less  than  10 
grams. 


Campus  police  were  dis- 
patched on  Jan.  3 to  Centennial 
Commons  for  a report  from  a ten- 
ant of  a suspected  burglary  in  his 
room. 

JJC  student  James  D.  Sutton 
stated  to  police  that  he  returned  to 
his  apartment  to  find  electronics 
valued  at  S500  had  been  removed 
from  his  room  without  his  knowl- 
edge. 

Officers  looked  around  the  im- 
mediate area  for  any  signs  of  forced 
entry.  Although  the  door  to  Sutton’s 
room  was  locked,  it  appeared  to  the 
authorities  that  the  door  frame  was 
split  as  if  a forced  entry  may  have 
taken.place  at  some  time. 

No  usable  prints  were  found. 

Anyone  with  information  re- 
garding this  case  is  encouraged  to 
contact  the  JJC  Police  Department 
at (815) 280-2234. 

Quarrel  results  in  cam- 
pus assault 

A warrant  has  been  issued  for 
a Joliet  man  who  has  been  accused 
of  verbally  assaulting  and  striking 
an  unnamed  woman. 

According  to  JJC  police,  Mar- 
Sin  D.  Johnson  failed  to  appear  be- 
fore the  police  after  agreeing  to 
speak  with  them  concerning  the  al- 
leged incident  that  involved  a 
woman  police  are  referring  to  as  his 
girlfriend. 

Although  the  incident  began  in 
a computer  lab  in  the  T-Buslding, 
neither  Johnson  or  the  woman  are 
students  at  JJC. 

According  to  police,  Johnson 
apparently  became  upset  when  the 
woman  conversed  online  with  a 
friend.  That  led  to  a shouting  match 
and  physical  confrontation  In  the 
halls  of  T-Building  and  spilled  over 
into  the  parking  lot,  where  police 
said  Johnson  struck  the  woman  in 
the  back  of  the  head. 

According  to  police,  the 
woman  immediately  reported  the  in- 
cident to  the  campus  police.  At  that 
time  police  contacted  Johnson  and 
told  him  he  had  one  hour  to  report 
to  the  station  for  questioning. 
Johnson  agreed  to  the  terms,  but 
failed  to  appear. 


For  more 
information  on 
the  JJC  Campus 
Police,  visit 
www.jjc.edu/ 
campusinfo/ 
campus_poIice/ 
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For  more  information  please  contact 
Rob  8erki  at  (773)  244-5516 
or  rberki-01@northpark.edu 


Students  at  JJC  have  a dream... 

“I  have  a dream  that  one  day  this  nation  will  rise  up  and  live  out  the  true  meaning 
of  its  creed:  ‘We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident:  that  all  men  are  created 
equal.'  I have  a dream  that  one  day  on  the  red  hills  of  Georgia  the  sons  of  former 
slaves  and  the  sons  of  former  slave-owners  will  be  able  to  sit  down  together  at  a 
table  of  brotherhood.  1 have  a dream  that  one  day  even  the  state  of  Mississippi,  a 
desert  state,  sweltering  with  the  heat  of  injustice  and  oppression,  will  be 
transformed  into  an  oasis  of  freedom  and  justice.  1 have  a dream  that  my  four 
children  will  one  day  live  in  a nation  where  they  will  not  be  judged  by  the  color  of 
their  skin  but  by  the  content  of  their  character.  I have  a dream  today.” 

-Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Dr.  King  had  a dream,  and  because  of  his  dream,  many  others  in  our  nation 
are  able  to  dream  and  make  their  dreams  come  alive.  Here  at  the  Blazer,  we 
asked  JJC  students. . . 

WHAT  IS  YOUR  DREAM? 


“My  dream  is  for  us  as  a people  to 
achieve  a sense  of  togetherness,  and  for 
us  to  stop  bringing  each  other  down.” 

- Dionte  Yarborough,  Project  Achieve 
student  worker 


“...to  be  successful  and  to  reach  a higher 
stage  of  learning.” 

- Miyosha  Johnson,  nursing  student 


“. . .to  play  college  ball  (basketball)  at  a 
university.” 


- Will  Stephenson,  JJC  men’s  basketball 
team 


“...to  obtain  a college  degree  and  live  a 
happy  and  prosperous  life.” 

- Kim  Ferguson,  JJC  women’s  basketball 
team 


“I  am  working  on  my  doctorate  of  education  and  hope  to  finish  it  soon  and  maybe  do 
more  motivational  speaking.  1 would  like  to  get  a little  deeper  and  help  connect  people 
to  their  roots  and  heritage.” 

- Anissa  Jones,  Director  of  Student  Activities 


The  Value  Leader  in  Chicago 


A high  quality  private  education 
A no-haggle  approach  to  tuition:  $1 4,900  for  2004/05 
Scholarships  and  financial  aid  available 


Focus  on  the  important 

North  Park 

UNIVERSITY 

CHICAGO 


DR.  KING  from  page  I 

King  is  the  one  person  that  people 
know  the  most  about,  but  there  are 
so  many  people  that  played  major 
roles  in  creating  better  situations  for 
African-Americans  in  America;  He 
is  the  most  prominent." 

Salverstrini 
also  said,  “Rever- 
end King  was  the 
visible  spokesper- 
son for  the  move- 
ment, and  an  excel- 
lent leader,  but  I still 
believe  that  the 
time  was  ripe,  and 
if  he  did  not  appear, 
someone  else 
would  have  carried 
the  torch.” 

Jones  added. 

“He  is  the  one  that 
people  talk  about 
the  most.  I think  there  are  other 
people  that  have  played  a part  as 
well,  hut  he  is  the  one  that  you  will 
always  read  about  in  the  history 
books  and  that  is  okay.  But  there 
are  definitely  many  other  people 
that  have  played  a part  in  civil  rights 
and  social  justice  for  people  of 
color.” 

King  also  spent  much  of  his 


time  focusing  on  voting,  desegre- 
gation, and  labor  rights. 

Mechanical  Engineering  stu- 
dent Stephen  Jon  Enriquez  said, 
“The  fact  that  we  accept  people  of 
a different  color  for  who  they  are 
enables  us  to  live 
at  peace  with 
each  other,  which 
also  fosters  eco- 
nomic and  intel- 
lectual growth. 

“Also,  be- 
cause of  his  will 
and  dedication 
the  Civil  Rights 
Movement  of  the 
1960s  was  one  of 
the  most  impor- 
tant Issues  in  poli- 
tics at  the  time. 
Rockett  said, 
“We  have  to  take  a page  from 
King's  notebook  on  aw  areness  and 
social  consciousness  if  we  can  say 
we’re  moving  America  forw  ard  and 
after  the  week-long  King  celebra- 
tion at  JJC,  hopefully  the  college 
community  knows  that.” 

(Ashley  Boege  and  Jim  Nelson 
contributed  to  this  article.) 


JJC  commits 


to  giving  back 


Staff  Writer 

Students,  faculty,  staff  and 
campus  clubs  had  the  opportunity 
to  volunteer  for  community  service 
during  the  Community  Service 
Kick-Off,  held  Jan.  18. 

Pam  Dilday,  student  services 
and  activities  and  holistic  wellness 
coordinator,  was  on  the  JJC  hridge 
taking  names  of  students  and  stalT 
who  were  interested  and  willing  to 
give  a few  hours  of  their  time  to 
volunteer  for  community  organiza- 
tions, businesses  and  even  JJC 
events. 

“Anyone  can  come  to  volun- 
teer, from  the  staff  to  the  students," 
Dilday  said.  “It’s  for  anyone  who 
has  some  time  and  is  willing  to  give 
back  to  the  community." 

In  the  past  JJC  has  committed 
to  roughly  500,000  hours  per  year 
of  volunteer  time  to  local  commu- 
nities. 

JJC  has,  for  the  past  few  years, 
dedicated  many  hours  of  volunteer 
time  to  the  communities  in  the  area. 
In  past  years,  the  number  of  hours 
the  college  has  committed  to  was 
around  500.000.  Since  then,  the 
number  of  hours  has  been  steadily 
increasing  by  25  percent  from  the 
previous  year.  This  year’s  goal  of 
700,812  hours  is  well  on  its  way  to 
being  achieved. 

Dilday  said,  "Community  ser- 
vice and  volunteerism  is  an  impor- 
tant part  of  not  only  the  wellness  of 
others  that  have  need  of  help,  but 
the  wellness  of  volunteers  as  well. 
The  more  you  give  of  yourselves  to 
others,  the  better  you  feel.” 

S.  Matthew  “Mort”  Aod,  a stu- 
dent who  was  signing  up,  said  “This 
is  our  community — we  should  pitch 
in  whenever  we  can.  I think  volun- 
teering is  a way  to  see  what  we  all 
take  for  granted,  so  we  can  appre- 
ciate it  even  more." 

“Volunteering  is  not  only  good 


for  the  community,  hut  it  helps  you 
grow  as  a person,  and  l feel  like  l 
need  more  growth  in  my  life,"  said 
student  Roxanne  Davis. 

Many  places  ask  for  volunteers 
from  JJC,  such  as  Big  Brothers  and 
Big  Sisters  of  America  and  local 
retirement  homes. 

Pamela  Thomas,  another  stu- 
dent volunteer,  said,  “It  gives  a good 
feeling  on  the  inside  when  you  give 
back  to  others.  I prefer  working  with 
the  seniors — they  are  all  cooped  up 
in  their  residential  homes,  and  it 
gives  me  a good  feeling  to  go  and 
sec  them.  I like  seeing  their  faces 
with  the  big  smiles  and  having  them 
know  that  somebody  cares  about 
them." 

Dilday  starts  with  an  introduc- 
tory letter  explaining  the  volunteer 
program  to  businesses,  community 
service  programs,  and  JJC  event 
coordinators. 

The  groups  then  contact  Dilday 
with  information  about  what  posi- 
tions need  to  he  filled. 

Dilday  passes  the  information 
along  to  those  volunteers  who 
signed  up  their  time. 

Next,  it  is  up  to  the  students  to 
pick  what  they  feel  is  the  right  po- 
sition and  time  for  their  schedules. 
Then  they  fill  out  the  volunteer  pa- 
pers, which  have  all  the  information 
about  the  volunteer  program. 

All  that  volunteers  need  to  do 
is  to  complete  their  volunteer  time 
and  bring  the  papers  to  Dilday. 

She  then  adds  the  time  to  the 
cumulated  hours  toward  the 
college's  goal. 

“We  have  plenty  of  volunteer 
positions  in  many  areas,  so  I’m  sure 
we  can  find  something  for  every- 
one," Dilday  said. 

Anyone  who  missed  the  kick- 
off but  would  like  to  volunteer 
should  contact  Dilday  at 
pdilday@jjc.edu  or  stop  by  her  of- 
fice in  H-1015on  the  bridge. 


il 
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Get*  In£oi?tt»ed!  Geti  involved!  Get*  eonneefted! 


Members  of  the  JJC 
Student  Government 
and  students  work  hard 
on  their  projects  at  their 
table  while  trying  to 
attract  new  members 
and  gain  student 
interest  during 
Manstreet,  which  took 
place  Jan.25  and  26  on 
the  C-E  concourse  and 
the  bridge.  The  Student 
Government  meets 
every  Thursday  at  3 
p.m.  in  the  OSA  area  of 
the  bridge.  For  more 
information  on  the 
Student  Government, 
call  280-2308  or  stop 
by  their  office  in  H- 
1016  on  the  Bridge. 


Left:  Students  check 
out  the  Gamers  Club 
table  during  the  semi- 
annual Mainstreet 
celebration.  The 
Gamers  Club  is  a group 
of  video  game 
enthusiasts.  The 
frequently  hold  gaming 
lock-ins.  For  more 
information  on  the 
Gamers  Club,  call  280- 
2698. 


Right:  A mesmerized 
student  plays  a first- 
person  shooter  video 
game  at  the  Gamers 
Club  table. 


Members  of  the  Gay-Straight  Alliance 
and  interested  students  check  out  the 
group’s  Mainstreet  table.  The  Gay- 
Straight  Alliance  discusses  issues  that 
affect  both  gay  and  straight 
communities.  For  more  information  on 
the  group,  contact  Jason  Fichtel  at  280- 
6657  or  Al  Golden  at  280-2358. 


Photos  by 
Xavier  Duran 
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Above,  pianist  Michale  Hanson  entertains  at  the  Musica  Viva  concert  on 
Jan.  22.  Music  Viva,  as  well  as  the  JJC  Fine  Arts  Department,  will  be 
celebrating  the  250th  birthday  of  composer  Wolfgang  Amadeus  Mozart  for 
the  majority  of  the  spring  semester.  All  Musica  Viva  concerts  this  semester 
will  feature  the  music  of  Mozart. 

To  the  right,  Steve  Decman,  tournament  director,  and  Alonzo  Lee,  student, 
concentrate  while  playing  a challenging  game  during  a tournament  hosted  by 
the  JJC  Chess  Club. 


<?G*ei*Tfesr  erecifie  'tildlogae  mifeli  King' 

Chair  of  the  English  and  Foreign 
Languages  Department  Roxanne 
Munch  speaks  during  the 
‘Dialogue  with  Dr.  King’  activitiy 
held  during  the  week  of  King’s 
birthday.  The  JJC  community  was 
invited  to  share  what  they  would 
say  to  Dr.  King  if  they  were  able 
to  speak  to  him  today. 


JJC  student  Latasha 
Taylor  ‘speaks’  to  Dr. 

King  during  the  dialogue 
on  the  bridge  designed 
to  give  students,  faculty 
and  staff  an  opportunity 
to  speak  directly  to  Dr. 
King. 

All  photos  by 
Xavier  Duran 


Vice  President  of  Student 
Services  A1  Hardersen 
participates  in  the  ‘Dialogue 
with  Dr.  King’  on  Jan.  17  that 
took  place  on  the  bridge. 
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PROULX  from  page  1 

she  will  visit  the  campus  several 
times  before  she  takes  office, 
McFarland  said.  He  encourages  stu- 
dents to  get  to  know  Proulx. 

“She  does  have  an  open-door 
policy,”  he  said. 

McFarland,  Trustee  Judy 
DeVriendt  and  Student  Trustee 
Margaret  Boehle  traveled  to  Mary- 
land last  month  to  visit  the  college 
of  Proulx ’s  most  recent  employ- 
ment. McFarland  said  that  many  of 
the  students  on  campus  recognized 
Proulx.  He  believes  Proulx  is  will- 
ing to  listen  to  the  concerns  of  stu- 
dents. 

Boehle  agreed  that  Proulx 
seemed  well-liked  at  CCBC. 

“She  had  support  from  every- 
body, and  nobody  wants  to  see  her 
go,"  Boehle  said. 

Trustees  David  Cryer  and  Su- 
san  Block  voted  against  Proulx. 
According  to  the  Joliet  Herald 
News,  both  trustees  had  advocated 
finalist  Alan  Hardersen,  vice  presi- 
dent of  student  services  at  JJC. 

“I  think  we  had  other  candi- 
dates that  would  be  a better  fit,” 
Block  said,  “but  I am  very  willing 
to  work  with  her  and  give  Dr.  Proulx 
a chance.  When  she  comes  to  the 
college,  I would  like  to... see  if  we 
can  discuss  things  where  we  can 
work  together  as  a board.” 

Block  said  she  felt  that  there 
were  better  candidates  both  from 
within  JJC  and  externally. 

If  Proulx  becomes  president, 
she  will  be  the  first  full-time  female 
president  of  JJC,  and  the  first  female 
head  of  JJC  since  Susan  H.  Wood 
served  as  temporary  chief  adminis- 
trator in  1967. 

JJC’s  presidential  screening 
committee  chose  five  finalists  in 
December.  During  the  week  of  Jan. 
9,  JJC  held  a series  of  forums  pre- 
senting the  then-five  candidates  to 
the  campus  and  the  community.  The 


finalists  were  also  given  a tour  of 
the  campus  and  dinner  and  met  in- 
dividually with  the  JJC  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Anthony  Uremovic,  professor 
and  chair  of  JJC’s  Business  Depart- 
ment, withdrew  himself  from  the 
race  on  Jan.  14.  A week  later,  Gayle 
Saunders,  the  current  president  of 
Richland  Community  College  in 
. Decatur,  announced  her  decision  to 
drop  out  of  the  race. 

The  remaining  finalists  were 
Girard  Weber,  president  of 
Kankakee  Community  College; 
Hardersen;  and  Proulx. 

Prior  to  Uremovic’s  with- 
drawal from  the  running,  search 
committee  member  and  English 
Department  Chair  Roxanne  Munch 
publicly  questioned  Uremovic’s  in- 
tegrity and  distributed  flyers  to  vari- 
ous JJC  departments  listing  events 
Uremovic  had  missed  attending. 
Uremovic  did  not  respond  to  con- 
tact by  the  Blazer. 

Saunders  provided  a statement 
saying  “It  is  obvious  when  visiting 
the  campus  that  the  family  atmo- 
sphere of  the  staff,  faculty  and  stu- 
dents adds  support  and  value  to  the 
quality  of  educational  delivery  pro- 
vided by  the  institution  to  its  con- 
stituents.” 

However,  Saunders  said,  “I  re- 
ceived alrtiost  overwhelming  affir- 
mation from  the  community, 
Richland  trustees,  and  others  to  stay 
in  Decatur,  and  to  continue  to  pro- 
gressively lead  and  contribute  to  the 
vitality  and  growth  of  this  commu- 
nity. This  visible  show  of  apprecia- 
tion has  turned  my  family’s  interest 
and  mine  back  to  serving  the  com- 
munities in  central  Illinois." 

Proulx,  if  she  accepts  the  presi- 
dency, will  replace  current  president 
J.D.  Ross,  who  has  scheduled  retire- 
ment for  June  30, 2006.  Ross  has 
been  president  for  six  years  and  has 
been  employed  at  JJC  for  32  years. 


PROFESSOR  from  page  1 


dents  were  terrific,”  Atterberry  said. 
“They  were  eager  to  learn  and 
wanted  as  many  experiences  as  pos- 
sible." 

Many  of  the  facilities  at  Can- 
terbury Christchurch  University 
were  constructed  within  the  last  20 
years.  She  said  the  college  is  “re- 
markably similar  to  JJC.” 

Atterberry  also  commented  on 
the  diversity  of  the  school. 

“The  uni- 
versity was 
populated  by 
many  working 
class  people, 
mainly  adults,” 
she  said.  “It  was 
very  interesting 
visually.  There  was  extreme  contrast 
among  the  students." 

Coming  from  her  perspective 
as  a visiting  teacher,  Atterberry  was 
astounded  by  the  attitudes  of  the 
students. 

“1  witnessed  from  the  students 
a tremendous  enthusiasm  for  new 
ideas  and  new  tasks.  They  were  very 
excited  about  delving  into  new 
things  and  starting  a new  book  or 
project." 

Atterberry’s  experience  with 
the  English  curriculum  was  very 
intense.  The  entry-level  class  was 
the  keystone  class  of  American 
Studies.  The  students  met  for  two 
hours  of  lecture  and  two  hours  of 
discussion. 

“The  discussions  consisted  of 
additional  information  and  clarifi- 


cation ©f  the  points  in  the  lecture,” 
Atterberry  said.  “They  allowed  for 
teaching  approaches  that  w ere  quite 
valuable.” 

Atterberry  recalls  that  the 
course  on  modern  British  studies 
was  “essentially  a political  science 
course.”  British  politics  were  dis- 
cussed, as  well  as  the  division  of  Ire- 
land. Toward  the  end  of  the  semes- 
ter, the  class  touched  on  issues 
present 
within  popu- 
lar culture. 

AHorbmy 
expressed  the 
importance 
of  traveling 
abroad.  She 
suggests  students  contact  the  Inter- 
national Studies  office  or  check  into 
other  universities’  study  abroad  pro- 
grams. 

“It  really  enriches  your  life,” 
she  said.  “It  helps  you  understand 
the  culture  so  much  better.” 

Atterberry  said  that  it  would 
take  a while  to  comprehend  w hat  the 
trip  meant  to  her  personally.  She 
said  that  it  may  not  influence  her 
teaching  methods  but  will  definitely 
make  an  impact  on  the  subjects  she 
chooses  to  include  in  class. 

“My  father  told  me  when  I was 
young,  ‘One  never  regrets  money 
spent  on  travel,”’  Atterberry  said. 
“I  encourage  people  to  travel — and 
that  could  mean  hitting  the  Ramen 
noodles  and  the  peanut  butter  jar  to 
do  it.” 


“My  father  told  me  when  I 
was  young,  ‘One  never  regrets 
money  spent  on  travel.”’ 

- Gisele  Atterberry 


Pell  Grant  Recipients  Welcome. 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  skiSS  levels. 
You'll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


-Plus- 


• Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

• Earn-While-You-Learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels. 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


We  don't  make  college 

easier. 

We  make  it  easier 

to  afford. 


Celebrating  5 years  of  saving 
JJC  students  money  on  their 
textbooks  and  supplies. 


Be  In  Demand. 
Stay 

“I  would  definitely  encourage 
females  to  get  into  this  trade. 

There  is  good  money  to  be 
made  and  you  can't  beat  being 
outside  and  to  have  the  feel 
of  that  machine.  You  cant  beat 
that  power.  Its  beautiful.'' 

Yvette  Sinodinos 
Operating  Engineers  Local  150 


^TEXTBOOKS 


1106  Houbolt  Road  ’Joliet 
Across  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 

815.773.1800 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 

1 *■'  Presented  in  roooer 

Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 

The  Alliance  That  Works. 

Together. 


f*  LECET=) 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a Career? 


The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 
helps  you  to  take  command  of  your 
future  with  a career  in  the  local  union 
construction  trades  where  you  can  earn-while- 
you-learn. 


Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a 
lifetime  of  learning. 


Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades 

at  www.threerca.com. 
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The  Heart  is  Deceitful . . 


and  powerful 


TOP  DOZEN  from  page  11 


Matt  Grazulis 


Staff  writer 

As  5 was  about  halfway  through 
this  collection  of  connected  stories 
by  21-year-old  author  JT  LeRoy,  1 
found  out  that  LeRoy,  who  suppos- 
edly first  had  work  published  at  the 
age  of  16,  does  not  exist.  It  turns 
out  that  the  real  JT  LeRoy  is  a 
middle-aged  couple.  They  created 
LeRoy  and  described  him  as  grow- 
ing up  homeless,  working  with  his 
mother  as  a prostitute,  eventually 
contracting  AIDS  and  being  told  to 
write  down  his  stories  by  the  coun- 
selor who  “saved”  him  from  the 


streets. 

This  barrowing  tale  certainly 
helped  the  real  authors  make  LeRoy 
a national  bestseller  and  land  a 
couple  movie  deals,  but  was  it  ethi- 
cal? That  being  said,  l found  The 
Heart  is  Deceitful  Above  All  Things 
to  be  a very  powerful  book.  At  first, 

I thought  this  power  was  coming 
from  the  fact  that  I believed  these 
stories  to  be  at  least  semi-autobio- 
graphical; however,  even  after  I 
found  out  the  “true”  identity  of 
LeRoy,  the  book  still  had  a great 
force. 

The  stories  revolve  around  a 
boy  named  Jeremiah, 
taken  from  his  loving 
foster  parents  at  age 
four  by  his  18-year- 
old  biological  mother. 
Throughout  the  next 
10  years,  mostly  on 
the  road  with  his 
mother,  Jeremiah  is 
witness  to  drug  use 
and  production,  truck- 
stop  prostitution,  an 
ultra-strict  and  reli- 
gious grandfather,  and 
a number  of  his 
mom’s  boyfriends 
who  abuse  the  young 
boy  physically  and 
sexually. 

Because  the  story 
is  told  from 
Jeremiah’s  perspec- 
tive, some  of  the  taboo 


things  in  the  book  are  shown 
through  the  innocent  eyes  of  a child, 
such  as  when  Jeremiah's  mom 
makes  him  “borrow”  bologna  and 
beer  from  the  grocery  store  by  stick- 
ing the  packages  down  his  pants  and 
the  bottles  down  his  sleeves. 

Many  of  the  minor  characters 
in  the  book  are  plain  stereotypes, 
but  there  is  depth  to  Jeremiah  and 
his  mother,  Sarah.  Jeremiah  is  a 
classic  example  of  someone  victim- 
ized by  his  environment,  and 
through  him  we  see  how  easily  a 
child’s  mind  can  be  manipulated. 
Sarah’s  real  intentions  for  wanting 
to  keep  Jeremiah  are  never  clear. 
Docs  she  really  love  him,  or  does 
she  keep  him  just  to  have  control 
over  something  in  her  life? 

Although  the  book  was  cer- 
tainly gripping,  I would  not  exactly 
call  it  enjoyable. 

Jeremiah  is  put  through  some 
horrible  situations,  most  explained 
in  intense  detail.  At  more  than  one 
point  I had  to  put  the  book  down 
and  take  a break.  Jeremiah’s  expe- 
riences are  heartbreaking  to  say  the 
least,  and  this  is  certainly  not  a book 
for  everyone. 

It  is  uncertain  if  JT  LeRoy’s 
popularity  will  continue  to  grow, 
now  that  the  author’s  true  identity 
has  been  revealed,  but  nevertheless, 
The  Heart  is  Deceitful  Above  All 
Things  is  a transfixing  and  power- 
ful read  for  those  who  have  the  heart 
to  withstand  it 


rific  subject  to  cover. 

Honorable  Mention: 

Harry  Potter  & the  Goblet  of 
Fire-  Another  great  sequel  in  the 
franchise.  Director  Mike  Newell  con- 
tinues the  darkness  from  A xkaban. 
Great  performances,  but  Brenden 
Gleeson  steals  the  show. 

Domino-  A movie  that  most 
critics  hated;  I loved  every  single 
solid  second  of  this  acid  trip.  Keira 
Knightley  is  tough  sexy,  and  Mickey 
Rourke  rules. 

Waiting-.-  Great  compliment  to 
The  40- Year-Old  Virgin.  Rude  and 
crude  but  funny  as  hell.  Ryan 
Reynolds  is  a hilarious  delight. 
The  Worst  of 2005 

1)  The  Dukes  of  Hazzard- 
Quoth  the  Ebert’s  review  of  North: 
“I  hated  this  movie.  Hated  hated 
hated  hated  hated  this  movie.  Hated 


it.”  Ditto  for  the  Dukes. 

2)  Doom- The  Rock  has  met  his 
first  match  when  its  comes  to  films 
known  as  paycheck  movies.  Rips 
off  Romero’s  zombie  flicks.  Film- 
makers should  be  shot  with  the  BFG 
from  the  film. 

3)  The  Island-  A film  so  un- 
original that  it  doesn’t  even  try  to 
cover  up  the  films  it  rips  off.  Ewan 
McGregor  and  Scarlett  Johansson 
should  be  ashamed  for  saying  yes 
to  this  Michael  Bay  disaster. 
Fantatsic  Four  was  better. 

Some  films  not  viewed  for  con- 
sideration by  press:  The  Constant 
Gardener,  Munich,  The  Aristocrats, 
Brokeback  Mountain,  Aeon  Flux, 
The  Producers,  The  Lion,  the  Witch 
and  the  Wardrobe,  Syrians,  Walk 
the  Line,  Lord  of  War.  Adjustments 
may  be  available  at  wmv.matts- 


Photo  courtesy  of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures 

All  Jokes  aside,  Johnny  Knoxville,  Jessica  Simpson  and  Seann  William 
Scott  stunk  up  the  screen  in  The  Dukes  of  Hazzard,  the  worst  film  of  2005. 


Horoscopes 


Capricorn 

When  you  decide  to  leave  town 
and  become  a traveling  magician, 
you  will  realize  life  on  the  road  is 
tough.  Luckily,  a roaming  band  of 
dwarves  specializing  in  card 
tricks  will  give  you  a permanent 
job  as  their  secretary. 

iftqusrtus 

A friend  will  tell  you  to  read 
Duneby  Frank  Herbert  because 
there  is  a secret  message  on  page 
1 . You  will  only  understand  it  if 
you  read  the  entire  book. 
Unfortunately  for  you,  it’s  over 
500  pages  long  and  is  the  most 
boring  book  in  the  history  of  the 
written  word. 

$tsc«s 

Your  friends  will  take  you  to  an 
Insane  Clown  Posse  concert  this 
weekend.  However,  you  will  be 
shocked  to  realize  that  they  have 
cast  aside  their  crazy  antics  and 
redefined  their  musical  style. 
Insane  clowns  playing  tubas  and 
dulcimers?  I don’t  think  so! 

tflrtes 

While  visiting  Alabama  on 
‘business,’  you  will  bump  into 
your  long-lost  cousin  Jim-Bob  in 
Mobile.  You  are  saddened  by  this, 
not  because  you  never  knew  him 
before. ..but  because  you  realize 
have  family  in  Alabama ! 

■fsUTUS 

When  aliens  attack  the  world  next 
week,  they  will  set  up 
headquarters  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Make  an  appointment  with  your 
new  leaders  andoffer  them  dog 
food  and  a pair  of  pants.  Maybe 
they’ll  let  you  live. ..maybe. 

Qerotol 

Oh,  you  may  think  you  hid  it  in  a 
safe  place.  Yeah,  you  know  what 
we're  talking  about.  But  much  to 
your  dismay,  a resourceful 
squirrel  saw  you  hide  it  there. 
While  you  are  sleeping,  he  will 
jimmy  the  lock  on  your  door,  take 
it  from  the  hiding  place,  and  steal 
away  into  the  night.  Clever  little 
bugger. 

Csdcst 

You  will  be  forced  to  wear  an  eye 
patch  after  some  Italian  wedding 
soup  splashes  into  your  left  eye 
and  burns  it  severly.  Fortunately, 
you  will  adapt  rather  well  to  your 
new  look  and  will  manage  to 
launch  a successful  career  as  a 
pirate. 

Leo 

When  you  wake  up  tomorrow, 
you  will  realize  that  you  actually 
have  six  toes.  This  sixth  toe  will 
possess  evil  powers  that  cause 
you  to  pronounce  words 
incorrectly,  and  you  will  fail  your 
English  class  after  telling  your 
teacher  about  your  idea  for 
“nuculerjewlery.” 

Virgo 

While  reading  the  greatest 
new  spaper  in  the  whole  world, 
the  Blazer,  you  will  pay  special 
attention  to  the  Point- 


Counterpoint  section.  You  will 
have  a very  bad  nightmare  tonight 
and  wake  up  screaming  in  terror 
after  dreaming  about  debating 
politics  with  Jim  Nelson  and  Luke 
Hornberger. 

Lifers 

After  writing  too  many  papers  for 
your  classes,  you  will  become 
angry  with  letters.  You  will  finally 
reach  your  limit  while  shopping 
for  groceries  and  will  begin 
throwing  boxes  of  Alpha-Bits 
cereal  and  cans  of  alphabet  soup 
at  fellow  shoppers.  Jail  will  seem 
a nice  escape,  untii  you  learn  that 
your  cell  mate  was  once  a 
national  spelling  bee  champion. 

Scorpio 

While  walking  through  the 
cafeteria,  you  will  slip  on  some 
salad  dressing  and  whack  your 
head  on  the  counter.  As  a result, 
you  will  develop  the  ability  to 
speak  Spanish  fluently; 
unfortunately,  every  word  you  say 
will  be  backwards.  We  are  sorry 
to  say  that  this  skill  will  provide 
you  with  no  new  career 
opportunities.  Sarajabartarap 
McDonalds  rop  erpmeis. 

Ssglttsrlus 

Next  Friday  is  “Take  Your  Rabid 
Pit  Bull  to  Work”  Day.  And  what 
a glorious  day  it  is,  full  of  rabid 
canines  terrorizing  the  workforce! 
However,  this  does  not  apply  if 
you  work  at  a daycare  center  or 
middle  school. 


io 


EhnERTANVENT 

FtgUARV 1,2006 


IO 


What  has  the  game  been  missing 


Staff  Writer 

In  ’05,  the  game  has  most  defi- 
nitely been  missing  something.  With 
a retired  Jay-Z  not  taking  over  the 
summer,  the  absence  of  a Nas  LP 
and  countless  rap  veterans  sitting 


dormant,  2005  was  a relatively  dry 
year  for  real  Hip  Hop.  Given  the 
situation,  Juelz  Santana’s  sopho- 
more album.  What  The  Game’s 
Been  Missing,  was  highly  antici- 
pated. 

But  can  Juelz  live  up  to  his 
title?  He  has  done  a good  job  of 
building  up  a buzz  for  his  album 
by  releasing  hot  mix  tapes  previ- 
ous to  the  album,  paying  for  his 
ow  n video,  Mic  Check,  and  even 
getting  public  approval  from  the 
God  Rakim  himself. 

But  the  real  title  of  his  album 
should’ve  been  “What  Santana  is 
Missing.”  The  mix  tapes  Santana 
has  put  out  prior  to  the  album 
( Don  7 Watch  Me,  Watch  TV,  Back 
Like  Cooked  Crack , etc.)  w ere  hot, 
but  it  seems  like  What  The  Game’s 
Been  Missing  is  just  another  mix 
tape  instead  of  a complete  album. 

Santana  hasn't  shown  any  real 
growth  since  his  debut  album. 
From  Me  To  You.  In  fact,  he  has 
declined.  On  his  first  album,  he 
showed  more  skill,  maturity  and 


effort.  On  the  first  LP,  Santana  was 
more  personal  and  showed  passion 
in  his  music.  What  The  Game ’s  Been 
Missing  gives  you  the  exact  oppo- 
site of  its  title.  It  gives  you  what  the 
game’s  been  getting  too  much  of 
lately — clubby  party  tracks  that 
show  no  skills. 

Don’t  get  confused;  the  album 
is  a good  lesson.  The  production  on 
the  CD  is  amazing,  and  Santana  still 
does  his  thing  on  the  M.I.C.  About 
15  of  the  22  songs  are  rider  tracks. 
Two  songs  that  stick  out  are 
“Shottas,"  and  “Murda  Murda,” 
where  Santana  spits  over  a beat  that 
samples  Damian  Marley’s  “Wel- 
come to  Jamrock.” 

Unfortunately,  there’s  hardly 
any  breakdown  time  on  the  album, 
but  when  there  is,  it’s  sweet.  In  the 
song  “Good  Times,”  Santana  remi- 
nisces on  the  good  ol’  days  in  de- 
tail, ever  so  smoothly.  He  shows  that 


he's  a skilled  storyteller  on  the  song 
“Gone”  and  on  “Li!  Boy  Fresh,” 
which  really  has  a “fresh”  appeal. 

But  still.  What  The  Game’s 
Been  Missing  is  missing  exactly 
what  the  game  is  missing — passion 
and  effort.  This  may  not  be  by  acci- 
dent. Maybe  Santana  wanted  to  ap- 
peal to  a wider  audience.  In 
“Changes”  he  states,  “I  was  destined 
for  greatness  / 1 knew  I’d  be  res- 
cued by  greatness  / But  my  first  al- 
bum was  too  farfetched  for  the  ma- 
trix / Now  its  all  simple.  Checker 
and  basic.” 

All  and  all.  What  The  Game's 
Been  Missingisn't  a bad  album,  but 
it  most  definitely  doesn’t  live  up  to 
the  first  single,  “Mic  Check,”  the  al- 
bum before  it,  or  the  hype.  It’s  a fact 
that  nothing  short  of  a nuclear  ho- 
locaust would  stop  a Dipset  head 
from  getting  this  album,  but  this  al- 
bum receives  3 'A  stars  out  of  5.  Step 
your  game  up,  Santana. 


Clifton’s  Top  5 Hot  New  Mixtapes 

1.  Why  I’m  the  Truth  featuring 
Beanie  Sigel.  Hosted  by  DJ 
Sdoob  Doo. 

2.  Future  Thugz  featuring 
Redman. 

3.  Big  Boy  Games  9 featuring 
Various  Artists.  Hosted  by  Big 
Mike. 

4.  Rock  Phenomonon  featuring 
Various  Artists.  Hosted  by  DJ 
Vlad. 

5.  Back  Like  Cooked  Crack 
featuring  Julez  Santana. 

Hosted  by  DJ  Green  Lantern. 


Jam  session  with  the  Blazer  staff 

We  at  the  Blazer  have  quite  an  ecclectic  mix  of  music  playing  in 
the  office.  Here  are  a few  albums  that  we  enjoy  listening  to  and 
why. 

What’s  playing  in  Meta’s  Stereo?  mmhmm  by  Relient  K 

I liked  Relient  K before  it  was  cool  to  like  Relient  K!  Every  song  on 
this  album  is  full  of  variety  in  both  subject  matter  and  sound  style.  I 
don’t  think  I’ll  ever  get  tired  of  listening  to  it. 

What’s  playing  in  Matt’s  stereo?  Pawn  Shoppe  Heart  by  The 
Von  Bondies 

A small  Detroit  band  produced  by  Jack  White  ofThe  White  Stripes, 
The  Von  Bondies  are  rocking  me  crazy.  Great  guitars  and  drums,  and 
who  can  deny  the  awesomeness  of  “C’mon  C’mon,”  the  infectious  and 
lead-bobbing  all-out,  rock-out  theme  song  to  Rescue  Me  that  got  me 
looked  on  them  in  the  first  place. 

What’s  playing  in  Jim’s  stereo?  Slightly  Stoopid  by  Closer  to 
the  Sun 

The  band  stays  true  to  its  roots  with  the  smooth  almost  reggae  feel 
that  has  made  Stoopid  a hit  far  from  their  home  of  San  Diego,  Calif.  If 
you  like  chill  music  this  is  definitely  something  for  you.  The  use  of  acous- 
tic guitar  is  prevelant  throughout  their  music. 

What’s  playing  in  Erin’s  stereo?  Songs  Not  to  Get  Married  To  by 
Reggie  and  the  Full  Effect 

I stole  this  CD  from  my  boyfriend,  and  I don’t  think  he  is  ever  going 
to  get  it  back.  All  the  songs  are  amazing,  and  sound  different  and  origi- 
nal, especially  since  the  ‘full  effect’  is  Reggie  along  with  two  other 
lands.  Who  wouldn't  want  to  have  an  alter-ego  named  Paco?  Totaly 
cool. 

What’s  playing  in  Ashley’s  stereo?  Trylhy  the  John  Mayer  Trio 

John  Mayer  has  a brilliant  voice  and  knows  how  to  rock  the  guitar. 
Combined  with  his  fellow  bandmates  Steve  Jordan  and  Pino  Palladino, 
the  group  permeates  this  jazzy,  soulful,  rockalicious  sound.  I am  not 
ishamed  to  have  this  in  my  CD  collection. 

What’s  playing  in  Ian’s  stereo?  People’s  Spring  by  Warsaw  Vil- 
age  Band 

I bought  this  CD  a few  months  ago.  I’m  Polish,  but  never  knew  whai 
real  Polish  music  sounded  like.  I wanted  to  reconnect  with  my  roots,  ex- 
plore my  heritage.  I wanted  to  discover  the  songs  of  my  ancestors.  Thi: 
tiand  opened  a new  door  in  my  life  and  a curiosity  and  appreciation  and 
lor  my  past 

What’s  playing  in  Xavier’s  stereo?  Antics  bylnerpol 

The  album  has  a clean  and  elegant  execution  in  the  way  it  sounds 
(rumor  has  it  the  band  name  was  selected  because  the  word  Interpol 
suggests  order  and  efficiency  found  in  the  International  Police  that  can 
ilso  be  found  in  the  band’s  recordings.)  with  the  perfect  balance  of 
juitar,  bass,  keyboards,  and  drums,  the  albums  doesn’t  sound  overbear- 
ng  or  out  of  place;  everything  integrates  seamlessly. 
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Earn  a Degree. 

Manage  your  Career. 


To  AH  JJC  Students,  Faculty,  & Staff 


Thank  You! 

For  A Great  Spring  Rush! 

- From  Your  Friends  At  The 
Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 


Private,  accredited  college  for  women. 

Bachelor’s  and  Associate's  degrees  in  Hospitality  Management 

HOTEL/RESTAURANT  MANAGEMENT 
CULINARY  ARTS 
EVENT  PLANNING 
SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Convenient  West  Loop  location  - steps  away  from  public  transportation! 

See  how  you  can  jump-start  your  career  in  the  nation's  fastest  growing  industry! 
Scholarships  and  Financial  Aid  available! 

Weekday,  evening  and  weekend  courses  available! 

Come  and  visit  us  today  for  your  free  gift!  Call  31 2-226-6294,  ext.  225! 

310  S.  Peoria  Street  ■ Chicago,  IL  60607 

degree@lexingtoncollege.edu  or  www.lexingtoncoilege.edb 


1 Located  in  J/Building  -Across  from  the  Service  Center  & Registration 
Monday  through  Thursday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 

Phone:  (815)  280-6767 
Email:  bookstore(5)jjc.edu 
Check  Our  Extended  Hours  & Order  Your  Hooks  Online  At  J. 

www.jjcbookstore.cor 

JC  Bookstore’s  Website 

n 

Cheyjt  Out  The  Selection  Of 

The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day! 

II 


Bsttektaisnent 

FfeffJJORY 1,2006 


II 


FILM  FKFSII 

Top  Dozen 
Films  of  2005 


Matt  Sheehan 


Entertainment  Writer 

Never  have  I seen  a year  with 
more  quality  movies  than  last  year 
in  25305.  From  start  So  finish,  great 
films  covered  the  cinema  landscape 
evenly.  We  didn’t  have  to  wait  until 
awards  season  at  the  end  of  the  year 
for  a great  film  or  two.  So  the  fol- 
lowing are  Grade  A,  Film  fresh 
dozen  achievements  of  cinema — 
the  best  of  2005. 

1)  Sin  City-  In  a year  of  mul- 
tiple comic  book-to-fi!m  adapta- 
tions, this  is  the  single  greatest 
comic  book  movie  ever.  Robert 
Rodriguez  should  be  given  honors 
for  adamantly  pursuing  creator 
Frank  Miller  to  turn  his  graphic 
novels  into  films;  ditto  for  resign- 
ing from  the  Directors  Guild  of 
America  to  get  Miller  as  co-direc- 
tor and  Quentin  Tarantino  as  a guest 
director.  The  film  is  amazingly  shot, 
edited  and  scored.  The  special  ef- 
fects are  dazzling,  but  the  greatest 
asset  to  the  film  is  the  cast:  Bruce 
Willis,  Clave  Owen,  Rosario 
Dawson,  etc.  The  heart  off  the  film, 
though,  is  Mickey  Rourke.  As  Marv, 
Roaarke’s  commanding  and  endur- 
ing performance  showcases  a talent 
that  lias  been  gone  from  Hollywood 
for  a Song  tame.  Rourke  towers 
'above  the  other  characters  as  if  they 
were  invisible  and  insignificant 
Hopefully,  with  the  Chicago  Film 
Critics  Association  giving  him  Sup- 
porting Actor  honors,  Rourke  will 
receive  an  Oscar  nod  for  the  come- 
back performance  of  the  year. 

2)  Good  Night,  and  Good 
Luck-  George  Oooney’s  second  di- 
rectorial outing  is  his  labor  of  love 
to  show  journalism  at  its  purest  and 
finest;  same  could  be  said  about  cin- 
ema for  this  excellent  film  about 
CBS  news  anchor  Edward  R. 
Murrow’s  showdown  with  Sen.  Jo- 
seph McCarthy  and  Ms  Communist 
witch  hunt  With  the  look  ©f  a black- 
and-white  television  broadcast, 
Clooney  emphasizes  the  times  off  m 
era  as  tense  as  the  present  His  di- 
rection shows  experience  beyond 
two  Sims.  With  a Golden  Globe 
nomination,  an  Academy  Award 
nomination  is  surely  mot  far  behind. 
The  supporting  cast  which  includes 
Clooney,  are  great  in  their  perffor- 
mamces.  However,  David 
Sffrathsirm’s  stand-out  lead  perfor- 
mance as  Murrow  is  what  truly 
shines.  After  delegated  to  character 
acting  (Sneakers  and  L.A.  Confi- 
dential, Strathairn  is  given  the  ul- 
timate opportunity  to  truly  show- 
case his  talents  that  have  been  evi- 
dent in  those  previous  supporting 
roles  ©f  his,  and  he  does  not  let 
Clooney  down. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Lucasfilm  Ltd. 
Darth  Vader  in  Revenge  cf  the  Slth. 


3)  Star  Wars;  Episode  III-  Re- 
venge of  the  Sith-  In  the  most  stun- 
ning move  of  my  film  critiquing 
career,  this  would  have  been  num- 


ber one  before  it  came  out  Notwith- 
standing, props  to  George  Lucas  for 
finally  getting  one  off  the  prequels 
right  His  lack  of  telling  a romance 
story  shows,  but  his  passion  for  ad- 
venture and  mythic  storytelling 
shines.  Hayden  Christensen  im- 
proves on  his  Episode  //whining  to 
show  a tortured,  tom  young  man. 
Ewan  McGregor  channels  Sir  Alec 
Guinness  perfectly,  beard  and  all. 
In  the  most  unrecognized  perfor- 
mance of  the  year,  Ian  McDiarmid, 
as  the  Emperor,  has  devilish  fun 
being  evil.  How  many  people  get  to 
say  they  got  to  create  Darth  Vader? 
Speaking  of  the  man  in  black,  Ri- 
chard Roeper  made  a good  point: 
imagine  if  Lucas  had  gone  in  order 
instead  of  doing  the  later  episodes 
Fsrst,  the  creation  of  Vader  would 
not  have  been  as  grand  of  a spec- 
tacle. No,  at  wouldn’t  have  been; 
Lucas  created  cinematic  history  in- 
stead. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Universe!  Pictures 
Jana  Lynch  and  Steva  Carol!  in  The 
40-Yesr-OSd  Virgin. 


4)  The  40-Year  Old  Virgin-  At 
first  glance,  this  Is  another  toilet  hu- 
mor movie.  After  watching  it,  the 
film  is  muds  more:  it  has  a tortured 
hero;  It  has  genuine  heart;  It  has 
great  performances  and  a great 
script.  And,  yes,  toilet  humor,  too. 
Judd  Apatow,  the  gemus  behind  An- 
chorman and  TV’s  “Freaks  and 
Geeks,”  brings  genuine,  whole- 
hearted laughs  to  a movie  that 
speaks  ©f  human  emotion  as  much 
as  about  doing  the  nasty.  Steve 
Carell  is  pure  brilliance  as  Andy,  the 
title  character;  his  performance 
proves  him  more  than  Just  a ccme- 
dic  actor.  Paul  Rudd  is  funny  as 
Andy’s  co-worker  and  confidant 
David.  And  Jme  Lyisch  (am  acquain- 
tance of  mine,  but  no  bias)  as 
Andy’s  boss  Paula  is  a riot  But  the 
supporting  cast  is  highlighted  by 
Catherine  Keener  as  Andy’s  love  in- 
terest Trish.  Her  touching  and  en- 
dearing performance  is  terrific,  and 
her  relationship  with  Andy  Is  what 
gives  this  movie  with  an  erection  a 
heart  as  well. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Lions  Gate  Films 
ThandSe  Newton  and  Matt  Dillon  in 
Crash. 


5)  Crash-  Paul  Haggis,  screen- 
writer for  Million  Dollar  Baby, 
makes  his  directorial  debut  in  this 
brilliant  film  about  the  tension  be- 


twee 
the  races  in 
Los  Angeles. 

Each  major  racial  group 
is  represented:  whites, 
blacks,  Asians,  Hispanics. 

A member  from  each  of  the 
groups  interacts  and  crosses 
paths  with  a member  of  another  of 
the  groups.  The  script  is  sheer  bril- 
liance, also  written  by  Haggis,  and 
is  delivered  with  eloquent  greatness 
by  the  performers,  who  are  the  best 
ensemble  cast  of  the  year.  The  ai- 
ways-great  Don  Cheadle  is  terrific; 
Sandra  Bullock  breaks  away  from 
her  mold  of  goofy  comedies;  and 
rapper  Chris  “Ludacris”  Bridges 
showcases  talent  like  no  other.  The 
two  greatest  performances  of  the 
Slim  are  from  Matt  Dillon  and  acting 
sensation  Terrence  Howard.  Dillon 
triumphantly  returns  to  acting  in  a 
performance  that  defines  his  career, 
and  Howard  radiates  drama  with 
emotion.  Both  are  only  pieces  of  a 
great  jigsaw  puzzle  of  a story  bril- 
liantly woven  into  a great  film. 


Photo  courtesy  of  New  Line  Cinema 
Vtgg©  Mertsrtssn  in  A History  of 
Violence. 

6)  A History  of  Violence-  David 
Cronenberg’s  sometimes  brutal,  al- 
ways engrossing  film  about  a small- 
town family  man  drawn  into  a com- 
promising situation  is  exciting  and 
thought-provoking.  Viggo 
Mortensen  grows  beyond  Lord  of 
the  Rings,  displaying  tense  emotion 
as-the  seemingly-simple  man  who 
shows  a never-suspected  violent 
side.  Maria  Bello  amazes  as  his 
troubled  and  torn  wife.  Ed  Harris  is 
decidedly  creepy  as  an  out-of- 
towner,  and  William  Hurt  goes  bad- 
ass as  an  organized  crime  boss. 
Cronenberg’s  great  direction  and 
the  cinematography  add  to  the  sus- 
pense and  air  of  mystery  of  this 
great  flick. 

7)  Layer  Cake-  Matthew 
Vaughn,  long-time  producer  for 
Guy  “Mr.  Madonna”  Ricthie 
( Snatch  and  Lock , Stock  & Two 
Smoking  Barrels),  steps  foot  behind 
the  camera  as  director  of  a film  ad- 
aptation of  J.J.  Connolly’s  crime 
novel.  Vaughn  impresses  upon  the 
audience  a suave  and  sophisticated 
side  of  the  drug  underworld  with 
coolness;  the  cinematography,  ed- 
iting and  script  (by  Connolly)  is 
awesome.  Michael  Gambon  plays  a 


cursingdrug 
kingpin  that  is; 
different  from  his 
Dumbledore  in  the  last  two  Harry 
Potter  movies.  Sienna  Miller,  on- 
again,  off-again  fiance  of  Jude  Law, 
is  sweet  and  sexy,  ultimately  seduc- 
ing the  audience  as  much  as  the 
characters.  The  supporting  cast  of 
Miller,  George  Harris  and  Colm 
Meaney  is  bright  and  vibrant.  But 
this  film  belongs  to  the  star:  Daniel 
Craig.  As  the  nameless  cocaine 
dealer  listed  in  the  credits  as  XXXX, 
Craig’s  ultra-cool  performance  is  the 
best  thing  about  this  movie,  i loved 
every  single  solid  second  has  per- 
formance. Watch  this  and  you’ll  un- 
derstand why  MGM  choose  him  as 
the  next  James  Bond. 

8)  Batman  Begins-  A worthy 
successor  to  Burton’s  classics,  this 
dark  and  foreboding  tale  of  the 
Caped  Crusader  captures  the  dark 
mood  that  Burton  didn’t  fully  con- 
quer. Director  Christopher  Nolan 
brilliantly  showcases  the  shadowy 
depths  of  Bruce  Wayne’s  con- 
science/alter ego.  Christian  Bale  is 
a great  Batman,  conveying  the  tor- 
tured vigilante’s  emotion.  Michael 
Caine,  Morgan  Freeman,  Gary 
Oldman,  Rutger  Hauer,  Liam 
Neeson  and  Cillian  Murphy  are  all 
great  supporting  players,  but  it’s 
Bale  who  truly  is  the  film’s  center- 
piece.  Plus,  being  filmed  in  Chicago 
doesn’t  hurt.  Nolan  and  Bale  are  an 
unbeatable  team  like  Burton  and 
Keaton — maybe  better. 


9)  Hustle  & Flow-  Friends 
thought  I was  nuts  when  I said  I 
wanted  to  see  this  movie.  But  after 
seeing  Terrence  Howard  in  Crash , I 
could  not  wait  for  this  movie — and 


not  let  down. 
Howard’s  performance 
as  a pimp  with  dreams  of 
being  a rapper  is  full  of  such 
passion  and  energy  that  he 
blurs  the  line  between  himself 
and  DJay  the  pimp.  Kudos  to  writer 
and  director  Craig  Brewer  for  fer- 
vently pursuing  a studio  to  pick  up 
his  screenplay;  thank  goodness  di- 
rector John  Singleton  ( Boyznthe 
Hood)  was  available  to  produce  and 
help  Brewer.  Great  supporting  work 
from  Anthony  Anderson,  DJ  Qualls 
and  Taryn  Manning,  but  Taraji  P. 
Henson  as  pregnant  prostitute 
Shug  is  so  mesmerizing  to  watch, 
especiallyon-screcn  with  Howard. 
Hopefully  the  Academy  will  take 
notice  of  both. 

10)  Cinderella  Man-  Director 
Ron  Howard’s  biopic  on  ex-boxer 
James  J.  Braddock’s  fairy  talc  come- 
back is  so  impassioned  it’s  hard  to 
take  your  eyes  off  it.  Russell  Crowe 
turns  in  another  terrific  performance 
as  Braddock,  and  Renee  Zehvcgger 
is  great  as  his  wife.  The  first  bright 
and  luminescent  spots  are  the  great 
cinematography  & editing,  used  to 
perfection  during  the  boxing  scenes. 
The  other  great  part  is  Paul 
Giamatti;  his  spirited  representation 
of  Braddock’s  supportive  manager 
Joe  Gould  is  dazzling  and  surely  will 
bring  one  of  the  screen’s  most  tal- 
ented actors  ever  a long-awaited 
and  much-deserved  Oscar  nomina- 
tion. 

11)  King  Kong-  Peter 
Jackson’s  remake  is  both  homage 
and  retreatment  of  a classic.  He 
greatly  uses  motion  capture  CGI  to 
create  the  giant  ape.  Using  the  great 
Andy  Serkis  for  the  motion  capture 
like  Serkis  did  as  Gollum  in  Lord 
of  the  Rings,  Jackson  puts  special 
effects  in  a new  realm.  Great  per- 
formances all-around  by  Adrien 
Brody  and  Naomi  Watts.  Big  sur- 
prise from  Jack  Black:  can’t  stand 
the  guy,  but  he  impressed  the  hell 
out  of  me.  In  terms  of  length,  I 
would  have  shaved  off  some  time 
in  parts  to  shorten  the  length  to  two- 
and-a-haif  hours.  Still,  a pure  cin- 
ematic achievement. 

12)  Murderbatl-  A tremendous 
and  inspiring  documentary  about 
quadriplegic  rugby  players.  Power- 
ful, moving  and  edge-of-your  seat, 
the  film  captures  the  tough,  “no 
guts,  no  glory”  attitude  of  some  of 
the  most  courageous  individuals. 
Mark  Zupan,  spokesman  for  the 
U.S.  team,  is  the  main  attraction,  but 
each  individual  is  the  star  in  their 
own  right.  Great  editing  and  a ter- 

See  TOP  DOZEN  on  page  9 
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FX  Network  rules  roost  of 2005  TV 


Entertainment  Writer 
In  the  year  of 2005,  there  were 
many  moments  from  television  that 
rivaled  those  of  movies.  Sure,  noth- 
ing can  match  the  big  screen,  but 
the  small  screen  had  its  incidents, 
too.  Courtney  Love  drunk  at  the 
Comedy  Central  Roast  of  Pamela 
Anderson.  Kanye  West  ripping  into 
President  Bush  on  the  Hurricane 
Katrina  telethon.  But  there  was  one 
network  that  stood  tall  over  all  the 
rest,  and — gasp! — it’s  on  basic 
cable]  That  network,  my  friends,  is 
FX. 

With  three  powerful,  well-writ- 
ten and  superbly-acted  dramas,  FX 
Network  trumped  everyone. 

In  January  of  last  year,  the 
original  series  began  with  The 
Shield.  It  was  about  as  powerful  and 
gripping  as  you  could  expect  from 
a gritty  cop  serial  that  has  the  bad 
guys  shaking  in  their  boots  when 
they  meet  the  bad  “good  guys.” 
Michael  Chiklis  all  but  re- 
deemed himself  before  Fantastic 


A winning  combination:  Glenn  Close,  Michael  Chiklis  and  Anthony  Anderson  in  season  four  of  FX’s  The  Shield. 


Photo  courtesy  of  FX  Networks 
We  all  just  wanted  to  know  who 
that  damn  Carver  was  on  Nip/Tuck. 


Four  came  out.  He  continues  to  be 
intense  and  terrific  as  corrupted  cop 
Vic  Mackey.  Arad  the  addition  of  the 
great  Glenn  Close  to  season  four 
was  ingenious.  At  first,  it  seemed 
like  a strange  move,  but  proved  to 
be  the  best  performance  on  televi- 
sion from  last  year. 

Additionally,  Anthony  Ander- 
spn  as  drug  man  and  all-around 
mean  guy  Antwon  Mitchell  was  a 
great  turn.  From  the  guy  best  known 
for  Kangaroo  Jack,  this  earnest  and 
exquisite  performance  made  The 
Shield  must-see. 

And  when  the  current  season 
started  last  month,  the  always-awe- 
some  Forest  Whitaker  was  added. 
While  not  as  explosive  and  com- 
manding as  Close’s  Capt.  Monica 
Rawlings,  Whitaker’s  portrayal  of 
Internal  Affairs  investigator  Lt  Jon 
Kavanaugh,  charged  with  taking 


down  Mackey  and  his  Strike  Team, 
is  the  only  thing  to  rival  the  power 
of  Close’S  presence  and  makes  The 
Shield  more  than  watchable,  espe- 
cially when  Anderson,  Close  and 
Chiklis  are  on  on-screen  together. 

Notwithstanding,  The  Shield 
wasn’t  the  only  cutting  drama.  In 
fact,  another  show  is  all  about  cut- 
ting up  people  and  their  faces — and 
that’s  just  in  outpatient.  Nip/Tuck 
picked  up  in  September  where  sea- 
son two  left  off:  that  persistent,  Har- 
lequin mask-wearing  deviant  known 
as  The  Carver.  While  season  three 
bored  me  in  the  middle  (I  just 
wanted  to  know  who  that  masked 
freak  was!),  Nip/T uck  still  remains 
as  intensely  irreverent  as  ever. 

Let’s  get  down  to  brass  tax.  The 
real  reason  to  tune  into  FX  is  one 
of  the  best-written  shows  on  televi- 
sion: Rescue  Me.  Denis  Leary’s 


"The  day  I started  taking  advantage  of  the  UPS  Earn  and 
Learn'  Program  they  took  care  of  everything.  All  the  fees, 
all  the  books  and  I definitely  recommend  UPS." 


UPS  salutes  Jacob  and  his  intelligent 
solution  to  furthering  his  education. 

Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay  for,  you  might  want  to 
consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS,  which  provides  a nice  paycheck  and  benefits. 

Qualify  for  our  Earn  and  Learn'  Program,  and  you'll  also  receive  help  with  your 
education-related  expenses. 

learn  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities  at  the  UPS  Hodgkins  Facility 
(I-S5  8 1-294  • South  Suburbs)  and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn*  Program  offered  through 
Joliet  Junior  College  today!  Please  contact  Essence  Brass  at:  708-67Q-4637  or  visit: 

www.'jpsjobs.rom/chkago 
Access  Code:  33Q6 


hard-hitting,  dramatic  and  comedic 
look  at  the  role  of  the  FDN  Y post- 
9/11  is  often  touching,  sometimes 
funny  and  always  terrific. 

Leary  brings  his  writing  part- 
ner, Peter  Tolan,  from  the  over- 
looked The  Job  and  continues 
where  he  left  off,  except  with 
firefighters  this  time. 

As  a fan  of  Leary,  going  into 
this  I knew  I would  love  it  When  it 
premiered  in  the  summer  of  2003, 1 
was  hooked  more  than  I thought  1 
would  be.  Leary  and  ToSan  then 
outdid  themselves  last  summer  with 
Rescue  Me's  second  season. 

Leary  proves  more  than  an  an- 
gry stand-up  comedian;  his  acting 
chops  shine  through  as  recovering 
alcoholic  Tommy  Gavin.  Leary  con- 
veys genuine  emotion  to  perfection 
in  his  performance.  We  cringe  when 
he  contemplates  drinking  again. 


sympathize  when  he  searches  for  his 
children  and  estranged  wife  and 
grieve  when  he  breaks  down. 
Leary's  performance  is  nothing 
short  of  Emmy-worthy. 

Also,  the  supporting  cast  of 
Rescue  Me  is  too  large  to  name  ev- 
ery single  person.  Each  is  brilliant 
in  deserving  recognition  as  much  as 
Leary  is. 

FX  continues  to  push  bound- 
aries and  create  new  ones.  Their 
creative  energy  is  nowhere  near 
empty  with  Steven  Bochco’s  Iraq 
war  drama  Over  There  and  the 
clever  reality  show  30  Days  from 
Super  Size  Me' s Morgan  Spurlock 
will  return  for  new  seasons  this  year. 

New  series  include  the  docu- 
mentary series  Black.  White,  from 
Ice  Cube,  and  the  outstanding  Andre 
Braugher  ( Homicide : Life  on  the 
Street)  returns  to  TV  in  Thief. 

Let  a basic  cable  network  that 
used  to  air  reruns  of  Hart  to  Hart 
and  The  Greatest  Arherican  Hero 
become  the  home  of  the  best  televi- 
i on  earth. 


Photo  courtesy  of  FX  Networks 
Denis  Leary  defivers  powerful 
performances  as  Tommy  Gavin  on 
every  episode  of  Rescue  Afe. 


TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


III  provides  the  skills 
and  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  1 00  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  available 


Transfer/Bachelor 
Degree  Programs: 


Information  Technology 
& Management 
Computer  & Information  Security 
Networking  & Communications 
IT  Management  & Entrepreneurship 
Systems  Administration 
Software  Development 
Data  Management 
Internet  & Electronic  Commerce 

Industrial  Technology 
& Management 
Industrial  Logistics 
Industrial  Facilities 
Manufacturing  Technology  . 


Computer 

Science 

Electrical  & 

Computer 

Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Humanities 

Civil 

Engineering 

Psychology 


Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

Wheaton  and  Chicago 
Campus  Locations 

Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  a bachelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


www.iiit.edu 

ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE'!"' 

(630) 682-6001 

OF  TECHNOLOGY 
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* Attending  classes  with  the  same  students  throughout  the  program 

• A supportive  learning  environment-  with  a rich  network  of  peer  professionals 
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Sports  Editor 

The  Seattle  Seahawks  and  Pitts- 
burgh Steelers,  champions  of  their 
respective  conferences,  will  duke  it 
out  for  the  NFL’s  most  prestigious 
designation:  Super  Bowl  Champion. 

Detroit  will  play  host  to  the 
most  beloved  sporting  event  in  the 
world:  The  Super  Bowl. 

Aptly  named  Super  Bow!  XL— 
I can  assume  the  “XL”  is  poking  fun 
at  Detroit  for  being  last  year’s 
“America’s  Fattest  City”  champion 
—the  game  will  feature  many  great 
storylines.  And  yes,  I do  know  that 
the  “XL”  is  40  in  Roman  numerals. 

Pittsburgh  running  back  Jerome 
Bettis  is  making  a return,  in  what 
may  be  his  final  game,  to  his  home- 
town of  Detroit 

Shaun  Alexander  set  the  NFL 
record  for  most  rushing  touchdowns 
in  a season. 

Ben  Roethllsberger  is  one  of  the 
youngest  quarterbacks  ever  to  lead 
his  team  to  the  big  game.  Mike 
Holmgren  will  try  to  win  a Super 
Bowl  at  the  helm  of  a second  fran- 
chise. 

In  the  end,  however,  none  of 
these  stories  will  matter. 

What  will  matter  is  the  level  of 
intensity  the  Seahawks  and  Steelers 
players  bring  to  the  Held  on  Feb.  S. 

The  Seahawks  played  in  a con- 
ference in  which  most  people  would 
agree  was  not  as  tough  as  the  AFC 
this  year.  Pittsburgh  beat  the  num- 


ber three,  two  and 
one  seeds  in  the 
AFC  playoffs  on 
the  road  to  Detroit. 

The  Steelers  won 
on  the  road  in  all 
three  games.  This 
may  be  the  reason 
Pittsburgh  is  listed 
as  a four-point  fa- 
vorite over  the 
Seahawks. 

I disagree 
with  the  pick. 

Yes,  the 
Steelers  have  ex- 
ceeded all  expec- 
tations this  playoff  season.  Yes,  Bill 
Cowher  is  an  outstanding  football 
coach.  Yes,  the  Steelers  beat  the 
Bengals,  Colts  and  Broncos. 

That  is  not  enough  for  me  t© 
favor  a sixth  seed  over  a number 
one  seed. 

Shaun  Alexander  had  one  ©f 
the  best  years  of  any  running  back 
in  NFL  history. 

His  27  rushing  touchdowns 
this  season  broke  an  NFL  record. 
-He  will  not  be  stopped,  even  though 
Pittsburgh’s  rush  defense  ranked 
third  among  AFC  teams. 

No  running  back  had  the  year 
Alexander  had. 

His  rushing  will  ©pen  up  the 
passing  game  for  the  greatly  Im- 
proved Matt  Hasselbeck,  who  led 
the  NFC  and  was  fourth  in  the  NFL 


Graphic  courtesy  of  WWMT-3  TV  in  Kalamazoo,  MICH. 
in  the  passer  rating  category. 

Hasselbeck  threw  24  touch- 
down passes  to  9 interceptions  this 
year.  Roethlisberger’s  rating  was 
slightly  higher,  but  threw  7 fewer 
touchdown  passes. 

I admire  the  Steelers’  progress 
this  year,  but  I am  not  a believer  in 
them  yet  Their  win  over  the  Bengals 
was  aided  by  the  fact  that  Carson 
Palmer  left  the  game  during 
Cincinnati’s  first  drive. 

Peyton  Manning  is  not  the  quar- 
terback I would  want  on  my  team  in 
the  playoffs.  He  has  proven  his 
choker  status  more  than  once.  The 
Broncos  are  always  overrated. 

Of  course,  I could  be  com- 
pletely wrong.  We  will  find  out  Sun- 
day, Feb.  5. 

So  grab  your  chips,  wings,  and 


beer  (for  those  of 
you  over  21  years 
of  age,  because  1 
know  none  of  you 
will  be  participat- 
ing in  underage 
drinking  that  day) 
and  visit  a Super 
Bowl  party! 

Those  under 
21  may  grab  a Diet 
Coke  with  Lime. 
You  can  even  put 
one  of  those  um- 
brella straws  in  it 
to  make  you  feel 
cool. 

The  Blazer  staff  members  have 
offered  their  predictions  for  the 
game.  Monday  morning  following 
the  game,  they  will  see  that  Erin  and 
I were  correct  and  they  were  not. 


Any  reader  of  the  Blazer  who 
would  like  to  submit  his  or  her  Su- 
per Bowl  prediction  may  do  so. 
Please  send  all  predictions  to  me 
afjamnelson@jjc.edu . 

The  reader(s)  who  correctly 
picks  the  winner  and  the  score  of 
the  game  will  be  featured  in  the 
sports  section  of  the  Blazer 's  next 
issue.  Predictions  msssthejeceived 
prior  to  kickoff. 


Blazer  Staff 
Predictions: 

Jim  Nelson,  Sports  Editor 

Seahawks  28,  Steelers  17 

Meta  Machulis,  Co-Editor 

Steelers  24,  Seahawks  14 

Ian  Wright,  Co-Editor 

Steelers  70,  Seahawks  1 

Erin  Guzik,  Production 
Manager 

Seahawks  28,  Steelers  20 

Matt  Sheehan,  Webmaster 
Steelers  32,  Seahawks  27 

Ashley  Rochnowski, 
Production  Assistant 
Steelers  36,  Seahawks  14 

Luke  Hornberger,Copy 
Editor 

Steelers  24,  Seahawks  17 

Kesha  Tate,  Advertising 
Director 

Steelers  32,  Seahawks  26 


At  right,  Stephenson  scores  two 
against  a Rock  Vafiey  College 
defender.  He  led  all  scoring  with  23 
points  and  collected  17  rebounds  in 
the  victory  over  the  visting  Eagles. 
A transfer  from  Oakton  Community 
College,  Stephenson  has  provided  a 
spark  for  the  Wolves  team,  poised 
to  make  a prominsing  return  to  the 
NJCAA  National  Tournament  taking 
place  in  DeShi,  New  York.  On  the 
season,  he  is  averaging  15  poinrts 
and  9.6  rebounds  per  game. 


WOLVES  from  page  16 

a spot  on  the  roster.  The  freshman 
center  from  Indianapolis  also  plays 
on  the  offensive  line  for  the  JJC 
football  team. 

S tittle  was  not  the  only  change 
made  to  the  lineup  for  coach  Kuhn. 
Freshman  guard  Jerome  Harris 
made  his  first  start  at  the  point  guard 
position  in  place  of  Joe  Jimenez. 

“Jerome  Harris  is  a shutdown 
player  as  well  as  a rebounder  at  the 
point  guard  position,”  said  JJC  head 
coach  Joe  Kuhn. 


“The  defensive  pressure  over- 
whelmed them  (RVC)  and  put  the 
game  out  of  reach  early.” 

JJC  collected  14  steals  and 
forced  a total  of  16  RVC  turnovers 
for  the  game,  RVC  was  held  to  35 
percent  shooting. 

Though  McGee  only  scored  12 
points,  he  was  played  like  a defen- 
sive genius,  leaving  his  mark  on  the 
boards  and  at  the  charity  stripe. 
McGee  was  4 of  6 from  the  free 


throw  Mne. 

The  only  Rock  Valley  bright 
spot  was  5’7”  freshman  guard  Josh 
Pickens,  who  scored  17  points,  15 
coming  from  Song-range. 

JJC  will  play  host  to  Kennedy- 
King  College  on  Feb.  2.  The  col- 
lege won  its  last  meeting  with  JJC 
by  a score  of  77-56  at  Kennedy- 
King. 


888.NLU.TGDAY  (656.8632)  • www.nl.edu 
Chicago  • Eigin  • Evanston  • Lisle  • Wheeling  • Online 


Visit  www.nS.edu  or  call  8S8.NLU  .TODAY  for 
upcoming  open  house  dates. 
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yemi’s  NBA  Killer  six 


2.  San  Antonio  Spurs 

As  always,  there  are  two  roads 
that  lead  to  the  title,  and  one  is  head- 
ing straight  through  the  city  of  San 
Antonio.  Easily  the  most  dominant 
team  in  the  West,  there  are  few 
teams  that  can  match  their  resource- 
fulness and  muscle. 

3.  Phoenix  Suns 


the  surprising  hot  hand  of  Mike 
Miller  (thanks,  Kobe),  have  a bas- 
ketball team  and  a more-than-de- 
cent  frontcourt.  Their  bench  is 
deeper  than  an  ocean.  The  Grizzlies 
have  the  misfortune  of  being  in  the 
same  division  as  the  Spurs  and  Dal- 
las Mavericks.  They  may  have  to 
pull  a Harry  Potter  and  create  some 
magic. 


Who  can  stop  the  Pistons? 
Well,  it  seems  as  if  the  Utah  Jazz  is 
the  only  team  to  do  so  this  season. 
The  Jazz  swept  the  season 
series  with  the  Pistons. 

Andrei  Kirilenko  became 
the  first  Russian  to  record 
a tripie-double  in  NBA. 

Yet,  the  Jazz  can’t  take 
control  of  the  Midwest  Di- 
vision. 

So,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, without  further  adieu, 
more  upside  down,  beat-up 
and  busted  than  Roy  Jones 
Jr.  in  the  that  Tarver  mas- 
sacre, and  angrier  than 
America  was  over  Janet’s 
“wardrobe  malfunction,” 
here  comes  the  kiiler  six. . . 


1.  Detroit  Pistons 

Hey,  it’s  a hat  trick.. .not  only 
are  they  leading  the  killer  six  for  the 
third  issue  in  a row,  they  are  on  pace 
to  squash  a legend.  Detroit  bar-none 
may  have  one  of  the  most  dominant 
starting  five  in  NBA  history,  as  well 
as  the  most  versatile  frontcourt  in 
the  league.  Championship  material? 
In  the  words  of  Napoleon  Dyna- 
mite... “Heck  yeah.” 


With  “Operation  Amare”  un- 
derway, the  chances  of  the  Suns 
standing  up  to  San  Antonio  fade 


away.  The  Suns  have  heart,  show- 
ing their  metal  by  losing  only  two 
of  their  last  11  games  (did  1 men- 
tion that  both  were  in  triple  over- 
time?) How  long  will  this  last?  To 
find  out,  one  will  have  to  look  to 
the  heart  of  their  leader,  the  Cana- 
dian one-man  show  Steve  Nash,  and 
hope  for  a continued  strong  season 
by  Shawn  Marion. 

4.  Memphis  Grizzlies 

Somehow  the  Grizzlies,  led  by 


5.  Miami  Heat 

The  backcourt  of  Payton  and 
Wade,  coupled  with  the 
kall-of-fame  dominance 
of  Alonzo  Mourning  and 
Shaquille  O’Neal,  makes 
a frightening  combination. 

WHS  Miami  heat  up, 
or  will  its  flame  die  out  in 
the  motor  city?  Keep  your 
eyes  on  Miami,  sports 
fans. 

6.  Indiana  Pacers 

The  Artest-less, 
Stephen  Jackson-led  Indi- 
ana Pacers  are  still  in  the 
hunt,  even  though  they  are 
11  games  behind  league- 
leading  Detroit. 

Jackson  has  put  up  2®  plus  in 
the  last  six  games,  and  Indiana’s 
team  continuity  is  as  good  as  it  was 
last  year.  Now,  with  Artest  shipped 
off  to  Sacramento,  the  Pacers  will 
have  to  find  another  great  defender. 

There  arc  few  powers  in  the 
East  that  have  championship  cali- 
ber potential,  and  the  Pacers  are  one 
of  those  few. 

Yemi  accepts  comments  on  the 
Killer  6 at  codetunde@jjc.edu 


Last  issue’s  RartkinGs 

1 . Detroit  Pistons 

2.  Dallas  Mavericks 

3.  San  Antonio  Spurs 

4.  Memphis  Grizzlies 

5.  Phonix  Suns 

6.  Chicago  Bulls 


AMBITION 

MOTIVATION 

DETERMINATION 


Do  you  have  it? 

Now  is  the  time  to  start  thinking 
about  your  future! 
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* Fashion  Design 

« Merchandising  Management 

■ Interior  Design 

• Information  Technology 

■ Visual  Communications 

Advertising  Communications 
Advertising  Design 
Graphic  Design 
Multimedia  and  Web  Design 
Video  and  Animation  Production 
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Lady  Wolves  bulldoze 
Rock  Valley  College 

Lee  scores  31  in  rout  of  Golden  Eagles 
Sports  Editor 


Lady  Wolves  forward  Erica 
Lee  had  been  working  with  her 
coach  on  her  footing  during  prac- 
tice the  week  of  the  game.  TSse  hard 
work  paid  off  as  she  completed  6 
of  7 3-poant  attempts,  leading  #4 
JJC  (17-4,  4-0)  t©  an  easy  84-44 
victory  over  Rock  Valley  College  in 
a conference  match-up  Jan.  28. 

Lee  was  the  catalyst  early  in 
what  became  a total  domination  by 
the  Lady  Wolves. 

“Her  (Lee’s)  play  was  unbe- 
lievable,” said  head  coach  Tony 
Giese.  “We  have  been  working  ex- 
tremely hard  on  her  feet  and  getting 
them  set  for  her  shooting,  and  it  all 
came  together  for  her  tonight” 

Lee  led  the  Lady  Wolves  with 
31  points  in  29  minutes,  mostly  on 
fast  breaks  made 
possible  by  a 
team  effort  on  re- 
bounding. Of  the 
53  Lady  Wolves 
rebounds,  29 
were  defensive, 
making  the  fast 
breaks  possible. 

“Our  game 
plan  was  to  come 
in  here  and  run 
and  play  unbe- 
lievable defense,” 
said  Giese. 

“Emotion  was  the 
key.  We  .played 
non-stop  and  at  a 
high  level” 

JJC  took 
control  of  the 
game  at  the  tip  off 
and  never  looked 
back.  The  Lady 
Wolves  coasted 
to  a 20-2  lead  in 
the  first  seven 
minutes  ©f  the 
game.  The  only 
RVC  basket  dur- 
ing that  stretch 
was  a lay-up  by 
Amber  Strait 

RVC  man- 
aged to  score  34 
points  in  the  final 
1®  minutes  of  the 
first  half,  but  by 
then,  it  was  too 
Sate.  JJC 
outscored  its  op- 
ponent by  24  in 
the  first  half,  tak- 
ing a 44-2®  lead 
into  the  locker 
room  at  halftime. 

Lee  scored  6 
points  during  a 
I®-®  run  by  the  Lady  Wolves  to  start 
the  second  half.  With  1 7 minutes  t© 
play,  RVC  found  themselves  in  a 34- 
point  deficit. 

Lee,  a sophomore  from  Joliet 
Township,  credited  her  team  for  her 
success. 

“The  point  guard  got  me  the 
ball,  and  I was  just  excited.  I had  a 
lot  of  confidence  in  my  shot  to- 
night,” she  said. 

Freshman  forward  Deanna 
Tidwell  recorded  a double-double 
with  3®  points  and  14  rebounds  for 
the  Lady  Wolves.  She  also  had  four 


steals  in  the  game.  The  Lady  Wolves 
had  a 53-36  edge  on  the  boards. 

“I  just  come  out  to  play  hard 
and  feed  off  of  my  teammates,”  said 
Tidwell  when  asked  about  her  suc- 
cess rebounding. 

JJC  players  ran  up  and  down 
the  court  throughout  the  game,  tir- 
ing their  opponent  The  defense  had 
25  steals  and  forced  3®  turnovers 
in  the  game.  Each  Lady  Wolves 
starter  had  at  least  one  steal  Stacey 
LaBuhn  led  the  team  with  6. 

In  addition  to  the  steals,  the 
Lady  Wolves  held  the  Golden 
Eagles  to  27  percent  shooting  for 
the  evening.  Only  one  pEayer,  Jenny 
Meyer  (with  11  points),  scored  in 
double  figures  for  RVC.  Frustration 
was  evident  all  night  on  the  Golden 
Eagles’  faces  as  they  tried  to  catch 


up  to  the  fast  tempo  set  by  the  Lady 
Wolves. 

“We’re  not  a big  team,  so  we 
want  to  play  run-and-gun,”  said  Lee. 
“When  that  is  the  case,  they  know 
me  and  know  that  I’m  gone  (on  the 
fast  break).” 

The  fast  break  led  to  44  points 
in  the  paint  for  the  Lady  Wolves. 

The  win  stretches  the  Lady 
Wolves’  win  streak  to  eight  games. 
They  are  currently  ranked  fourth  in 
the  nation  as  they  head  into  a non- 
conference contest  at  Oakton  Com- 
munity College  on  Feb.  4. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 


Sophomore  Erica  Lee  goes  up  for  two  of  her  game 
high  31  points,  lee  was  open  all  day  on  the  Lady 
Wolves  fast  break,  lee  also  made  6 of  ? 3-point 
attempts  at  home  versus  Rock  Valley  College  Jan.  28. 
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JJC  Softball  Team 


When  you’re  little,  everything 
about  life  seems  so  big,  but  bigger 
are  the  dreams  of  an  innocent  child 
living  in  this  world.  From  pre- 
school to  high  school,  people  are 
always  asking  kids,  “What  do  you 
want  to  be  when  you  grow  up?”  It 
never  fails  that  some  energetic 
youngster  responds  “a  profes- 
sional athlete.” 

Adults  may  laugh  at  the  naive 
nature  of  a child  who  can’t  grasp 
life’s  reality.  But  it’s  amazing  how 
kids  see  the  life  they  want,  and  it 
never  crosses  their  minds  that  It 
won’t  turn  out  that  way.  To  the 
bright-eyed  competitors,  the  word 
“can’t”  doesn’t  exist  because  they 
believe  they  can.  Even  if  he  or  she 
has  encountered  failure  a time  or 
two,  it  wasn’t  enough  to  destroy 
his  or  her  dream. 

Some  play  and  practice  their 
whole  life — grade  school,  usually 
high  school  and  possibly  col- 
leger-in the  hopes  of  playing  the 
sport  they  love  day-in  and  day-out 
The  aspiration  remains  in  their 
hearts,  and  they  chase  after  that 
desire  with  the  determination  of  a 
champion.  Life  gets  in  the  way  of 
many  hopefuls,  and  the  wish  fades 
into  nothing  more  than  magical 
childhood  memories. 

However,  for  some  lucky  ath- 


letes, the  dream  never  dies.  They 
live  out  their  fantasies  as  pro-play- 
ers and  maybe  even  represent  their 
countries  in  the  ultimate  athletic 
competition — the  Olympics. 

The  Olympic  Games  are  a 
group  of  modern  international  ath- 
letic contests  held  every  four  years. 
Athletes  from  all  over  the  world 
compete  with  pride  to  represent 
their  countries  at  this  prestigious 
event.  Competitors  usually  reveal 
how  they  have  been  “dreaming  of 
this  moment  since  I was  a kid.” 
Imagine  the  heartbreak  a child  feels 
after  learning  his  or  her  dream  will 
never  come  true  because  his  or  her 
sport  is  no  longer  played  in  the 
Olympics. 

Last  summer,  the  International 
Olympic  Committee  decided  to 
eliminate  softbalL,  r emoving  it  from 
the  2012  Olympic  program.  Ques- 
tions were  raised  about  whether  the 
event  should  remain  in  the  games 
because  of  American  dominance, 
including  three  straight  gold  med- 
als, and  the  recent  trend  of  imports 
to  other  countries  (Americans  who 
don’t  make  the  U.S.  squad  travel- 
ing back  to  their  “roots”  to  play). 

Another  argument  is  that  the 
sport  isn't  global  enough  and  no  one 
attends  the  games. 

Discontinuing  softball  from  the 
venue  is  a huge  mistake,  and  the 
IOC’s  reasons  for  excluding  the 
sport  are  as  well.  The  claim  that  it’s 
dominated  by  Americans  is  not  a 
good  argument  Yes,  the  other  coun- 
tries aren’t  as  competitive  yet  But 
softball  has  only  been  an  Olympic 
sport  since  1 996.  The  other  coun- 
tries need  time  to  catch  up. 

As  for  “ 
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what  about  the  Russian  reign  of 
hockey?  The  Soviets  once  ruled 
the  sport,  until  other  countries 
built  contenders  and  a miracle 
team  came  along  and  beat  the 
odds.  I bet  other  countries  would 
love  the  opportunity  to  defeat  the 
powerful  Americans  in  softbalL, 
and  now  they  don’t  even  have 
that  chance.  Young  softball  play- 
ers' Olympic  dreams  of  repre- 
senting their  country  while  play- 
ing the  sport  they  love  is  now 
gone  too. 

The  Olympic  Creed  states: 
“The  most  important  thing  in  the 
Olympic  Games  is  not  to  win,  but 
to  take  part.  Just  as  the  most  im- 
portant thing  in  life  is  not  to  tri- 
umph, but  to  struggle.  The  essen- 
tial thing  is  not  to  have  con- 
quered, but  to  have  fought  well.” 

The  basis  for  the  decision  to 
exclude  softball  from  the  Olym- 
pics contradicts  everything  the 
Games  stand  for.  The  father  of  the 
modern  Olympics,  Baron  Pierre 
de  Coubertin,  believed  the 
Games  should  be  a place  for 
those  with  the  courage  and  deter- 
mination to  try  their  best,  even  if 
it  is  without  any  hope  of  winning. 

Removing  softball  shattered 
the  competitive  hopes  and 
dreams  of  athletes  across  the 
world.  According  to  the  Olympic 
Charter,  rule  46,  softball  will  re- 
main on  a list  and  may  be  eligible 
for  inclusion  of  the  2016  Olym- 
pics, but  right  now,  the  possibil- 
ity is  unlikely. 

It  is  my  hope,  as  well  as 
many  young  girls  just  starting  to 
play  the  game  of  softball,  that  the 
IOC  will  change  their  decision. 
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M innick  will  lead  gridiron  squad 


Sports  Editor 

During  Ms  16  years  of  coach- 
ing, Tom  Miranick  has  learned  a Eot 
abotst  the  game  of  football.  Soon  he 
will  get  to  show  everyone  how  much 
he  has  learned  from  his  predeces- 
sor, the  legendary  Bob  MacDougall, 
as  the  new  head  coach  at  JJC. 

“Tom  has  put  in  his  time,  and 
now  he  will  get  the  opportunity  to 
make  the  final  choices  and  deci- 
sions,” JJC  Athletic  Director  Wayne 
King  said.  “He  has  coached  here  for 
eight  years  and  done  a great  job. 
We’re  more  than  happy  to  give  him 
the  opportunity  t©  be  the  head  coach 
at  Joliet  Junior  College.” 

Minnick  has  been  on  the  coach- 
ing staff  at  JJC  for  eight  seasons. 
Prior  to  his  arrival  at  JJC  in  1998, 
he  spent  seven  seasons  coaching 
with  MacDougall  at  College  of 
DuPage.  Minnick  was  the  JJC  quar- 
terbacks coach  for  the  2®©5  season. 

Over  the  past  six  years,  the 
Wolves  boast  a 48-46  record,  and 
are  the  owners  of  two  National  Jun- 
ior College  Athletic  Association 
national  championship  trophies. 

Even  though  he  is  qualified  for 
the  job  according  to  the  JJC  Ath- 
letic Department,  Minnick  gives 
credit  where  credit  is  due. 

“They  are  big  shoes  to  fill 
(speaking  of  MacDougall),  but 
Coach  Mac  has  brought  me  along 
and  shown  me  the  way,”  said 
Min  nick. 

Minnick  was  recruited  by 
MacDougall  while  at  College  of 


DuPage.  He  joined  MacDougall  on 
the  sidelines  in  1990. 

The  new  head  coach 
has  played  a role  in  the 
development  ©f  numer- 
ous players  going  on  to 
four-year  schools  and 
even  the  National  Foot- 
ball League.  Among  the 
elite  are  former  JJC 
standouts  Kelvin  Hayden, 

Antoine  Bagwell  and  Rob 
Ninkovich. 

Hayden,  the  former 
University  of  Illinois  star 
defensive  back  was  cho- 
sen 60th  overall  by  the  Indianapo- 
lis Colts  in  last  year’s  NFL  draft 
Bagwell  was  selected  as  a Division 
II  All-American  at  California  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  earned 
an  invite  to  play  in  the  Hula  Bowl 
All-Star  Football  Classic  in  Hono- 
lulu, Hawaii  on  Jan.  21.  Nirakovkh 
was  selected  as  Purdue’s  MVP  and 
earned  All-Big  Ten  first  team  hon- 
ors this  season. 

Players  moving  on  from  the 
2©05  Wolves  team  include  second- 
team  All-American  Shaun 
Richardson,  Lamont  Thomas, 
Byron  Miles,  and  Marvin  Hicks. 
Richardson  has  received  a full  ride 
scholarship  from  Purdue  University, 
and  Thomas  is  headed  off  to  play  at 
the  University  of  Indianapolis. 

Miles  and  Hicks  are  moving 
north  to  Allendale,  Mich,  to  play  for 
Division  U powerhouse  Grand  Val- 
ley State  University.  The  Lakers 
have  won  three  national  champion- 


Coach  Tom  M’nnick 


ships  in  the  past  four  years. 

With  the  departure  of  those 
standouts,  Minnick 
knows  that  recruit- 
ing Is  a major  key  in 
improving  on  this 
year’s  6-6  cam- 
paign. 

“Recruiting  is 
going  well,” 
Minnick  said.  “It  is 
going  especially 
well  in-district, 
where  we  have 
some  really  good 
kids  out  there.” 

The  foundation  of  the  program 
will  be  complete  as  soon  as  two  new 
coaches  are  added.  Billy  Glasscock, 
Tony  Mitchell  and  Darryl 
■ Richardson  will  return  as  coaches. 
Former  defensive  coordinator  Jim 
Angsten  stepped  down  following 
the  2005  season. 

Minnick  doesn't  expect  much 
of  a change  in  the  way  things  are 
run  from  recent  seasons. 

“That  is  something  my  coach- 
ing staff  and  I will  look  at  when  the 
time  comes,”  Minnick  said. 

Although  working  on  a 
plethora  of  off-season  tasks  each 
day,  Minnick  has  still  had  time  to 
think  of  goals.  The  first  is  to  win 
the  conference,  he  said.  The  second 
is  to  qualify  for  a bowl  game.  The 
ultimate  goal  is  to  win  the  National 
Championship. 

Minnick  certainly  has  learned 
from  the  best  Now  he  will  show  that 
to  everyone  willing  to  watch. 


Scoreboard 


MEN’S  BASKETBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 
13-7  2-2  NR 

Jan.  24  - JJC  58,  CoUege  of 
DuPage  52 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
men’s  basketball  team  defeated 
N4C  conference  opponent  Col- 
lege of  DuPage  by  a score  of  58- 
52.  JJC  was  led  by  sophomore 
Larry  McGee  with  20  points,  in- 
cluding three  3-pointers.  Fresh- 
man Chris  Buchanan  scored  19 
points.  Sophomore  Will 
Stephenson  came  up  big  with  13 
points,  20  rebounds,  and  6 
blocks.  “We  had  contributions 
from  lots  of  sources,”  Coach  Joe 
Kuhn  said.  “I  thought  w e showed 
good  character  on  the  road.” 

Jan.  21  - William  Rainey 
Harper  CoUege  89,  JJC  75 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
men’s  basketball  team  fell  in  N4C 
conference  action  to  Harper  Col- 
lege by  a score  of 89-75.  JJC  was 
led  by  Chris  Buchanan  with  25 
points.  Sophomore  Larry  McGee 
scored  18  points,  while  freshman 
Dustin  Parker  chipped  in  with  T4 
points.  “We  just  nevep-recovered 
from  the  early  deficit,”  Coach  Joe 
Kuhn  said.  “We  were  not  mov- 
ing and  helping  out  in  the  zone 
like  we  need  to  be.  That  will  take 
some  continuing  work.” 

Jan.  17-Triton  CoUege 96,  JJC 
87-20T 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
men’s  basketball  team  was  de- 
feated in  double  overtime  by  Tri- 
ton College  in  the  N4C  confer- 
ence season  opener  by  a score  of 
96-87.  The  Wolves  were  led  by 
Chris  Buchanan  with  26  points 
shooting  5-10  from  3-point  range. 
Dustin  Parker  scored  17  points, 
while  Larry  McGee  had  1 5 points 
and  8 rebounds.  “This  was  an 
outstanding  game  in  terms  of  ef- 
fort on  both  sides,”  Coach  Joe 
Kuhn  said.  “We  had  chances 
down  the  stretch  to  win,  but  we 
had  some  tough  plays  happen.” 

Jan.  14  - JJC  96,  Robert  Mor- 
ris JV  65 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
men’s  basketball  team  defeated 
Robert  Morris  College  JV  by  a 
score  of 96-65.  Leading  the  way 
for  the  Wolves  was  Chris 
Buchanan  with  24  points.  Will 
Stephenson  finished  with  16 
points,  while  Dustin  Parker  had 
11  points.  Stefen  Ragland  and 
Larry  McGee  chipped  in  with  10 
points  each.  “Point  guard  Joe 
Jimenez  got  everyone  involved,” 
Coach  Joe  Kuhn  said.  “He  didn’t 
score,  but  we  didn't  need  him  to 
score.  He  made  the  offense 
work.” 


WOMEN’S  BASKETBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 
17-4  4-0  4 

Jan.  26  - JJC  63,  Illinois 
Wesleyan  JV  47 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
women’s  basketball  team  won 


their  seventh  straight  game  with 
a 63-47  non-conference  win  over 
Illinois  Wesleyan  University  JV. 
The  Lady  Wolves  were  led  by 
Heather  Graefnitz  with  19  points 
and  Erica  Lee  with  11  points. 
Meaghan  Price  added  8 points 
and  6 rebounds,  while  Kim 
Wingfield  scored  6 points.  Stacy 
LaBuhn  led  the  team  in  assists 
with  6.  Deanna  Tidwell  had  a 
team-high  8 rebounds  in  the  con- 
test “Illinois  Wesleyan  is  a perim- 
eter-oriented team  and  we  limited 
afty  opportunity  at  dribble  pen- 
etration,” Coach  Tony  Giese  said. 
“The  match  up  was  working  for 
us  all  night.” 

Jan.  24  — JJC  74,  CoUege  of 
DuPage  70 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
women’s  basketball  team  contin- 
ued their  winning  ways  by  defeat- 
ing N4C  conference  opponent 
College  of  DuPage  by  a score  of 
74-70.  Leading  the  way  for  the 
Lady  Wolves  was  Heather 
Graefnitz  with  28  points.  Erica 
Lee  scored  16  points,  while  Stacy 
LaBuhn  had  9 points  and  9 assists 
respectively.  Kim  Wingfield 
added  8 points  in  the  contest.  Lee, 
Deanna  Tidwell,  and  Meaghan 
Price  had  7 rebounds  each.  “I 
thought  the  girls  played  well,” 
Coach  Tony  Giese  said.  “This  was 
a big  win  for  us.” 

Jan.  21  - JJC  79,  William 
Rainey  Harper  CoUege  60 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
women’s  basketball  team  de- 
feated N4C  conference  opponent 
Harper  College  by  a score  of  79- 
60.  Leading  the  way  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  was  Heather  Graefnitz 
scoring  27  points.  Erica  Leehad 
a nice  all-around  game  with  20 
points,  6 rebounds,  6 assists,  and 
5 steals.  Stacy  LaBuhn  added  1 2 
points  and  6 assists,  while 
Meaghan  Price  chipped  it)  with  10 
points  and  7 rebounds.  Deanna 
Tidwell  had  a team-high  10  re- 
bounds. “We  are  on  a roll  now  and 
beginning  to  put  some  things  to- 
gether,” Coach  Tony  Giese  said. 
“Now  we  have  to  keep  it  going.” 

Jan.  17  - JJC  85,  Triton  Col- 
lege 44 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
women’s  basketball  team  de- 
feated N4C  conference  opponent 
Triton  College  by  a score  of  85- 
44.  Leading  the  way  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  was  Heather  Graefnitz 
with  23  points.  Erica  Lee  scored 
14  points,  while  Stacy  LaBuhn 
had  11  points  and  a team-high  9 
assists.  LaCara  Eubanks  chipped 
in  with  10  points  and  7 rebounds. 
Deanna  Tidwell  led  the  team  in 
rebounds  with  11.  “This  was  a 
nice  way  to  start  the  conference 
season,”  Coach  Tony  Giese  said. 
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Ji  m Melson 


Sports  Editor 

Dear  President  of  JJC, 


SECRIS 
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Freshman  guard  Jerome  Harris  lakes  flight  on  a Goiden  Eagie  defender  In  Hie  second  half  of  the  conies!  hosted 
by  JJC  on  Jan.  28.  Harris  made  his  first  start  of  the  year  and  !ed  a totai  defensive  effort  resuming  m a victory. 

The  Eagle  still  has  not  landed 


Staff  writer 

JJC  dominated  the  visit- 
ing Rock  Valley  College  Goiden 
Eagles  Jan.  28  to  score  an  easy  82- 
52  conference  victory.  The  Wolves 
(13-7, 2-2)  managed  to  seize  con- 
trol of  the  rebounding  edge  and 
play  stilling  defense  in  the  first  half 
en  route  to  a 40-17  halftime  lead. 

A total  team  effort  proved  to 
be  too  much  for  the  visiting  Goiden 
Eagles.  By  the  later  stages  of  the 


first  half,  the  game  was  out  of  reach 
forRVC. 

Will  Stephenson  led  the  way 
with  a double-double  with  a 23 
point,  17  rebound  performance. 
Stephensonjhad  the  hot  hand,  shoot- 
ing 67  percent  from  the  field  and 
got  what  be  wanted  for  shot  selec- 
tions all  night.  Chris  Buchanan 
added  21  (5  of  9 from  3-point 
range).  Larry  McGee  chipped  in  12 
points  and  8 rebounds. 

Buchanan’s  point  total,  averag- 


ing 17.6  points  per  game,  moves 
him  in  to  the  Wolves’  leading  scorer 
position.  A large  portion  of  his  shots 
come  from  behind  the  arc. 

“Three’s  are  my  thing.  I don’t 
really  shoot  jumpers,”  said 
Buchanan. 

A new  face  en  the  court  for  the 
Wolves  was  6-foot-8,  360-pound 
center  Darnyl  Suttle.  Suttle  took 
care  of  some  academic  issues  to  find 

See  WOLVES  on  page  13 


ATHLETESOFTl-ElSSLJE 

Larry  McGee 


cent  of  its  games.  This  season’s 
squad  finished  the  regular  season 
nationally  ranked  and  earned  a 
berth  to  play  In  a bowl  game.  A 
handful  of  this  team’s  players  are 
moving  on  to  four-year  Institutions 
to  continue  their  education  and 
status  as  collegiate  athletes.  They 
may  not  have  had  these  options  if 
JJC  did  not  have  a football  pro- 
gram. 

Many  JJC  football  players 
have  gone  on  to  achieve  promi- 
nence at  the  next  level.  Most  re-  i 
cently,  Purdue  University’s  foot- 
ball team  named  Rob  Ninkovfch 
Sts  Most  Valuable  Player. 'Kelvin 
Hayden  was  drafted  6©fh  overall 
by  the  Indianapolis  Colts  ee  last 
year’s  NFL  draft  A cut  In  funding 
would  have  hindered  their  ability 
to  reach  such  heights. 

In  addition  to  recognizing  the 
importance  off  keeping  or  increas- 
ing the  current  number  of  athletic 
programs  offered  at  JJC,  the  need 
for  more  funding  of  the  current 
athletic  budget  exists. 

I realize  that  this  area  does  not 
have  the  economic  power  that 
schools  such  as  College  of 
DuPage  and  William  Rainey 
Harper  College  enjoy.  However, 
athletic  facilities  nnsst  be  main- 
tained to  a point  where  safety  is 
not  a concern.  The  men’s  tennis 
team  currently  cannot  play  home 
matches  on  campus  because  of  she 
condition  of  the  tennis  courts. 
There  is  a fear  for  the  safety  of 
student-athletes. 

To  me,  this  Is  inadequate  and 
unacceptable.  When  safety  is  a 
concern,  it  should  be  priority  num- 
ber one.  To  take  away  a team’s 
home  turf  doesn’t  add  to  the  mo- 
rale and  pride  in  a team. 

I am  well  aware  that  each  de- 
partment in  this  institution  is  in 
need  off  funding.  I do  feel,  how- 
ever, that  the  athletic  department 
has  been  overlooked. 

Your  leadership  will  be 
needed  to  strengthen  the  athletic 
programs  and  school  pride.  Let 
our  athletes  take  pride  m where  the 
play. 

.Respectfully,  I 

Jim  Nelson 


The  sophomore  center  has  owned 
the  paint  this  year  for  the  Wolves 
men's  basketball  team.  Through  20 
games  McGee  is  averaging  17.2 
points  and  9.3  rebounds  per  game. 
McGee  has  also  converted  39 
percent  of  his  3-point  attempts.  His 
season  high  Is  a 38  point  outburst 
on  Jan.  12  against  Robert  Morris 


Deanna  Tidwell 

Tidwell  has  been  a monster  on  the 
boards  averaging  13.8  rebounds 
per  game  this  season  for  the  Lady 
Wolves.  She  has  produced 
consistently  throughout  the  season 
for  her  team,  which  is  ranked  fourth 
in  the  nation.  “I  just  come  out  to 
play  hard  and  feed  off  my 
teammates,"  said  the  Freshman 
forward  from  Hilicrest. 


First,  congratulations  on  be- 
ing selected  as  the  president  of 
Joliet  Junior  College. 

I would  like  to  bring  t©  your 
attention  the  outstanding  athletic 
department  at  this  school  Athletic 
Director  Wayne  King  Jr.  Is  doing, 
in  my  opinion,  an  admirable  job. 

This  school  is  home  to  na- 
tionally recognized  athletic  pro- 
grams. Among  the  outstanding 
achievements  by  our  athletic 
teams  are  a national  runner-up 
finish  in  last  year’s  National  Jun- 
ior College  Athletic  Association 
men’s  basketball  tournament,  and 
back-to-back  national  champion- 
ships for  our  football  team  in 
20©1  and  2002.  It  has  been  a 
privilege  for  the  sports  staff  of  the 
Blazer  to  be  able  to  cover  the 
great  athletic  programs  here. 

Please  fake  note  of  these  pro- 
grams and  make  sure  that  the  ath- 
letic budge  is  not  cut  The  athletic 
programs  at  J JC  are  essential  to 
so  many  students  who  are  gifted 
with  athletic  talent  Coaches  here 
are  tasked  with  molding  some  of 
these  athletes  into  well-rounded 
people  who  will  someday  enter 
this  nation’s  workforce.  One  day, 
one  off  these  athletes  could  end  up 
being  the  president  of  JJC.  Please 
keep  our  student-athletes  Ira  mind 
when  making  judgments  for  de- 
partmental funding. 

Community  colleges  across 
the  nation  have  slashed  athEetic 
budgets  to  the  point  where 
choices  had  to  be  made.  There 
was  a time  when  more  than  2® 
community  colleges  In  the  state 
of  Illinois  fielded  football  teams. 
There  are  now  five. 

Over  the  last  six  years,  JJC’s 
football  team  has  enjoyed  im- 
mense success,  winning  75  per- 


It’s Eagle  hunting  season... 

JJC  dominates  RVC  in 
conference  match-up 


In  this 
issue  of 
the 

Blazer... 


The  state  of  our  union  is  in, 
and  Luke 
and  Jim 
have 

something 
to  say 
about  it! 

(page  3) 


Spring  Break  is  barely  two 
weeks  away!  Here  are 
some  healthy 
ways  to  get  fit 
and  ready  for 
^ bathing  suit 
’ season! 

(page  3) 


Film  freaks  Matt, 
Ashley,  and  Ian 
forsee  the  future. 
Tune  to  see 
whose  Oscar’s 
prediction  is  right! 


(page  9) 


JJC  Lady  Wolves  are 
confrence  champions! 


Erin  Guzik 


Production  Manager 

The  United  States  of  America 
spends  the  least  amount  of  money 
educating  their  students  about 
sexual  responsibility,  according  to 
Edward  Senu-Oke,  chairman  and 
professor  of  social  sciences. 

Here  at  JJC  students  and  fac- 
ulty chose  to  be  educated  and  re- 
sponsible during  Sexual  Responsi- 
bility Week,  which  took  place  on  the 
bridge  Feb.  10  through  Feb.  14. 

The  informative  week  was 
sponsered  by  Holistic  Wellness. 
Catholic  Students  Alive.  Student 
Wellness  Council,  and  the  Gay 
Straight  Alliance. 

Pam  Dilday,  coordinator  of 
Student  Activities  and  Holistic 
Wellness 


"People,  not  just  kids,  need  to 
be  very  careful  with  their  sexual 
activities  because  things  can  hap- 
pen that  you  don’t  expect,  and  by 
participating  in  a week  like  this  it 
keeps  you  on  your  toes,"  said 
Fergusen 

The  week's  eve,nts  included 
many  diffemet  informative  pro- 
grams, one  including  a self-deffense 
class. 

Thursday,  Feb.  9,  students  were 
invited  to  ask  quetions  about  any- 
thing to  educate  themselves  on  the 
topic. 

“Most  students  think  they  can 
look  at  pornography  and  leant  about 
sex,  but  thats  just  fantisy,"  said 
Verlease  Blackmon  from  the  Sexual 
Assault  Service  Center. 


Musical  journey  abroad  eye-opening  for  Kimberly  Widmer 

(_ri  Miami’s  Frost  School  of  Music,  the  unbelievable.  It  was  like  a dreai 


Co-Editor 

Some  of  the  best  opportunities 
to  further  ourselves  are  often  found 
right  under  our  noses — they  just 
take  a little  bit  of  looking  to  see 
them  for  what  they  are.  JJC  is  not 
known  for  its  foreign  study  pro- 
gram. but  that  is  not  to  say  it  is  im- 
possible for  those  with  the  gump- 
tion to  gain  the  opportunity  to  study 
abroad. 

A wonderful  example  of  this  is 
one  of  JJC’s  most  talented  music 
students,  Kimberly  Widmer.  While 
walking  past  the  bulletin  board  in 
the  music  department,  Widmer  saw 
a flyer  for  a trip  to  study  music  at 
Salzburg  College,  Austria — and  an 
opportunity  to  expand  her  horizons. 

Sponsored  by  the  University  of 


Miami’s  Frost  School  of  Music,  the 
program  included  five  and  a half 
weeks  of  studying,  rehearsing  and 
performing  music  in  one  ’ of 
Europe’s  most  prolific  musical  cit- 
ies. The  program  also  provided  tu- 
toring in  the  German  language  and 
offered  students  leisure  time  to  ex- 
plore Central  Europe  on  their  own. 

Deciding  to  apply  in  February 
2005,  Widmer  sent  in  her  audition 
tape  to  the  Frost  School  of  Music. 
Not  expecting  too  much  but  hoping 
for  the  best,  she  checked  her  e-mail 
on  a daily  basis  with  a wishful  anxi- 
ety for  good  news.  She  didn’t  have 
to  wait  long;  less  than  a month  later, 
she  found  out  that  she  was  accepted 
to  the  program,  which  started  in  July 
and  ran  through  August. 

“As  soon  as  I found  out,  it  was 


unbelievable.  It  was  like  a dream 
come  true,”  Widmer  said. 

It  is  a remarkable  accomplish- 
ment— Widmer  was  one  of  just  four 
pianists  selected  out  of  the  nation 
to  participate  in  the  multinational 
experience,  which  also  included  35 
opera  singers.  There  were  students 
from  around  the  globe,  represent- 
ing countries  from  Turkey  to  Rus- 
sia to  Canada,  as  well  as  from  all 
over  the  United  States. 

Salzburg,  Austria,  is  best 
known  as  the  city  that  gave  the 
world  one  of  its  most  prolific  com- 
posers— Wolfgang  Amadeus 
Mozart.  Wdmer  had  an  opportunity 
most  aspiring  pianists  only  dream 
of — to  have  the  music  you  make  fill 

See  PIANO  on  page  5 


JJC  students,  staff  say  farewell 
to  Anissa  Jones  after  five  years 


Co-Editor 

There  are  a few  faces  around 
campus  that  it  seems  nearly  every- 
one recognizes.  One  was  the  smil- 
ing face  of  Anissa  Jones,  who  re- 
cently resigned  from  her  positions 
as  director  of  the  Office  of  Student 
Activities  and  adviser  of  the  Student 
Government. 

Jones’  last  day  at  JJC  was  Feb. 
15.  She  has  accepted  a position  as 
assistant  dean  of  students  at  DePaul 
University's  Loop  Campus  in  Chi- 
cago. 

“It  is  the  next  step  in  my  pro- 


gression and  will  give  me  the  op- 
portunity to  enhance  a different  skill 
set  in  student  development,”  Jones 
said  of  her  new  job.  She  said  her 
goal  is  to  someday  become  dean  of 
a college  or  university. 

Jones  had  worked  in  OS  A and 
the  Student  Government  at  JJC  for 
five  and  a half  years. 

‘The  students  were  my  favor- 
ite thing  about  JJC — being  able  to 
help  them  develop  their  minds,  spir- 
its, and  hearts,"  she  said.  She  thanks 
the  JJC  community  for  "allowing 
me  the  opportunity  to  share  my  cul- 
ture and  ideas  through  program- 


ming. It  is  a great  place  to 
be!” 

Pattie  Fine,  dean  of 
student  development  at 
JJC  and  Jones’  supervisor, 
said  of  Jones,  “She  really 
was  a student-centered 
person,  and  it  showed  in 
everything  she  did.  We 
wish  her  the  best  as  she 
goes  on  to  DePaul,  but  we 
are  sad  to  lose  her  talent 
and  her  expertise  and  all 
that  she  brought  to  the  stu- 
dent life  here  at  the  col- 
lege." 


protect 
them- 
■selves  if 
they  chose 


sexually 
active." 

N o t 
only  did 
the  weeks 
activites 
teach  stu- 
dents 
about  how 
to  protect 

themselves  from  sexually  transmit-  “Fantasy  will  not  teach  you 
ted  diseases  and  unplanned  preg-  how  to  protect  yourself  and  others," 
nancy,  but  it  was  also  aimed  at  pro-  Blackmon  said, 
tecting  people  from  sexual  assault.  "Wrap  up  the  rascle,"  said  Jenn 

Student  Patricia  Ferguson  Aleksic,  moderator  of  the  weeks 
thinks  that  the  week  was  a great  events.  “Students  need  to  be  respon- 
idea,  and  something  that  people  sible  and  understanding  of  what 
need  to  be  told  about.  they  are  getting  themselves  into." 


JJC’s  Sexline  Talk  Show  took  place  on  Thursday,  Feb.  9,  or 
the  bridge.  Students  were  encouraged  to  ask  the  panel 
members  Edward  Senu-Oke,  Dr.  Roya  Falahl-Kharaghanl, 
and  Verlease  Blackmon  questions  about  sex. 


Anissa  Jones  talks  with  JJC  president  J.D.  Ross  a 
on  Thursday,  Feb.  9,  by  the  student  government. 


JJC  pianist  returns  from  Austria]  Sexual  responsibility 

week  educates  students 


Opinion 

February  22,  2006 


BLAZER  VIEW 

Muhammad  cartoons 
cause  controversy 

Strange  events  that  have  happened  in  die  past  few  months  are  raising 
eyebrows  all  over  die  world,  especially  in  die  Muslim  world.  The  results  of 
this  incident  have  led  to  riots,  death  threats,  boycotts,  demonstrations  and 
burnings.  We  at  the  Blazer  are  divided  over  this  controversial  issue. 

On  Sept.  30, 2005,  the  Danish  newspaper  Jyllans-Posten  published  12 
cartoons  depicting  the  Prophet  Muhammad.  These  cartoons  caused  the  out- 
rage of  many  Muslims  around  the  world. 

We  at  the  Blazer  would  like  to  print  the  names  of  the  countries  that 
reprinted  these  cartoons,  but  unfortunately,  there  are  too  many  to  write. 
They  are  mainly  European  countries,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  New 
Zealand  and  Australia. 

In  response  to  demands  for  an  apology  for  the  cartoons,  Danish  Prime 
Minister  Anders  Fogh  Rasmussen  issued  this  statement:  'The  government 
refuses  to  apologize  because  the  government  does  not  control  the  media 
newspaper  outlet;  that  would  be  a violation  of  the  freedom  of  speech.' 

In  defense  of  Rasmussen,  he  was  absolutely  right  for  saying  that.  If  the 
government  got  involved  with  a newspaper  of  any  media  organization.  £ 
totalitarian  result  would  occur,  and  this  is  not  accepted  in  Denmark  or  ir 
the  free  world.  This  demand  was  coming  from  Muslim  government  offi- 
cials, who  come  from  countries  that  censor  the  media. 

The  Jyllands-Posten  newspaper  response  was:  "In  our  opinion,  the  12 
drawings  were  sober.  They  were  not  intended  to  be  offensive,  nor  were  they 
at  variance  with  Danish  law,  but  they  have  undispuiedly  offended  many 
Muslims,  for  which  we  apologize.” 

Well,  at  least  they  apologized — but  did  they  really  believe  that  the 
toons  would  not  upset  anyone?  How  does  one  account  for  that  response 
when  one  of  the  cartoons  depicted  Muhammad  with  a bomb  on  his  turban 
and  the  Islamic  Creed  wrapped  around  the  bomb? 

Let’s  take  the  freedom  of  speech  argument  that  the  newspaper  keeps 
bringing  up  to  evade  responsibility.  Freedom  of  speech  protects  a citizen’s 
right  to  have  opinions  and  thoughts  and  to  express  those  opinions  and 
thoughts  in  an  intelligent  manner.  However,  freedom  of  speech  does  not 
apply  to  "fighting  words";  that  is.  something  said  with  the  sole  purpose  of  j 
offending  someone  else.  Provoking  violence  through  the  excuse  of  free- 
dom of  speech  is  not  protected! 

It  is  important  to  know  why  Muslims  are  outraged  over  this  incident. 
To  Muslims,  it  is  blasphemous  to  show  Muhammad  as  a graven  image.  In 
the  Quran,  it's  considered  idolatry,  but  there  is  no  specific  scripture  con- 
demning the  depiction  of  images.  Still,  the  idea  has  become  taboo  in  the 
[Muslim  world. 

Because  of  the  irresponsibility  of  so-called  "journalists,”  the  Middle 
[East  has  experienced  yet  another  severe  upheaval  of  violence.  Boycotts  ofl 
Danish  products  have  been  issued  in  many  Islamic  countries.  The  flags  of  j 
ithe  countries  that  reprinted  the  drawings  have  been  burned.  Embassies  of] 
'Scandinavian  countries  have  been  damaged.  Is  all  of  this  because  of  “free- 
idom  of  speech?"  As  a result  of  this  act,  many  people  around  the  world  are 
being  injured  in  riots  and  many  lose  their  lives. 

Remember,  fellow  students,  if  you  are  going  to  say  or  do  something  in 
regards  to  freedom  of  speech,  you  have  that  right,  but  you  do  not  have  a 
right  to  say  or  do  something  that  will  cause  harm  to  someone  else.  Avoid 
“fighting  words,”  and  act  responsibly. 
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ggnfs  gamblings... 

What's  so  great  about  prerequisites  anyway? 


Production  Manager 

Right  now,  it’s  7:30  p.m.  and  I 
am  sitting  in  my  Wednesday  night 
class.  Yes,  that’s  right.  I am 
admitantly  writing  my  column  in  a 
class. 

My  major  is  journalism,  with 
a possible  major  or  minor  in  mu- 
sic, depending  on  how  my  credits 
work  out.  But  instead  of  singing, 
reading  a good  book,  working  on 
the  newspaper,  studying  music 
theory  or  quite  frankly,  watching 
Lost , I am  sitting  in  a science  class. 

In  this  class  of  usually  about 
40  students,  only  23  are  present. 
Seven  are  sleeping,  and  the  guy  in 
front  of  me  is  texting  on  his  cell 
phone. 

The  professor  seems  to  be  a 
good  guy  who  knows  quite  a bit 
more  about  the  subject  than  I could 
ever  care  to  know. 

At  this  point,  you’re  probably 
wondering  why  I am  telling  you  this 
boring  story  about  me  not  paying 
much  attention  in  class,  and  I do 
admit  that  it  is  wrong  and  disre- 
spectful. I usually  get  pretty  an- 
noyed with  people  snoring  behind 
me  or  listening  to  their  iPods  or 
whatever.  But  this  time,  I guess  I’m 
joining  the  club  to  prove  a small 
point. 

Truth  is,  I am  getting  a B in 
the  class,  and  maybe  if  I was  more 
attentive,  I could  be  getting  an  A. 
So,  let’s  call  this  column  “my  un- 
healthy protest  of  prerequisite 
classes.”  - 

I want  to  be  a journalist. 

But  to  do  any  of  this  profes- 
sionally, I need  to  get  a degree  first. 
I do  respect  the  fact  that  I have  a 


lot  to  learn,  and  I'm  still  young,  so  I 
have  time  to  learn  it,  but  I am  really 
beginning  to  think  of  my  college 
degree  as  an  extremely  expensive 
certificate  showing  that  I read  a few 
books  and  took  a few  tests,  and  then 
forgot  half  of  that  information  later. 
.Out  of  the  four  classes  1 am  taking 
this  semester,  only  one  of  them  is  a 
journalism  course,  and  one  of  them 
is  an  applied  voice  lesson  but  only 
counts  for  one  credit. 

At  first,  I thought  that  it  was 
poor  planning  on  my  part,  but  then  I 
realized  that  every  class  I am  taking 
is  a prerequisite. 

To  write  an  article,  what  in  the 
world  do  I need  to  know  about 
Caloris  Basins  or  the  quadratic 
equation?  One  day  while  I am  sit- 
ting at  my  desk  as  the  editor  of  a 
fabulous  newspaper  or  magazine,  it 
is  highly  doubtful  that  I will  need  to 
know  what  “y  = mx  + b”  really 
means.  Yes,  I will  have  to  know  ba- 
sic measurements.  I use  them  every 
day  as  a production  manager,  and  I 
thank  my  third  grade  teacher. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong;  I think  it 
is  extremely  important  for  students 
to  know  basic  skills  like  how  to 
properly  read,  write,  spell  and  com- 
plete basic  math  functions.  But 
aren’t  these  things  we  work  on  and 
learn  in  high  school? 

Isn’t  that  why  I had  to  complete 
the  ACT?  To  prove  that  I was  com- 
petent enough  to  go  to  college  so  I 
could  further  my  knowledge  and 
career,  not  sit  though  classes  that 
aren’t  benefiting  me  in  the  long  run? 

On  the  other  hand,  I understand 
that  there  are  people  who  will  need 
to  know  that  stuff,  and  more  power 
to  them.  It’s  just  not  what  I’m  inter- 
ested in,  and  it’s  not  what  1 need  to 
know  to  be  successful  in  life. 

Let’s  face  it — half  of  the  things 
that.we  as  students  stress  about  dur- 
ing college  will  be  things  we  never 
need  to  know  again,  unless  you’re 
playing  a ferocious  game  of  Trivial 


Pursuit. 

Why  does  a writer  need  to  sit 
in  a physics  class?  Why  does  an 
automotive  major  need  to  sit  in  a 
theater  class? 

The  average  student  spends 
two  years  completing  college  pre- 
requisites. Then,  another  two  to  five 
years  are  spent  really  learning  about 
his  or  her  craft. 

When  a person  goes  to  cosme- 
tology school  (or  any  other  trade- 
type  school)  they  learn  about  cos- t 
metology,  and  are  done  in  one  to 
two  years.  Why  should  college  be 
any  different? 

If  colleges  cut  the  garbage  and 
let  us  learn  what  we  really  need  to 
know,  then  not  only  would  college 
students’  debt  be  cut  down,  but  there 
would  also  be  more  tax-paying 
people  in  the  work  force.  Working 
in  more  than  minimal  wage  jobs. 
And  we  all  know  how  much  our 
president  loves  cutting  student  loans 
and  raising  taxes. 

Please  don’t  assume  that  1 
never  pay  attention  in  class,  because 
I do.  School  is  important,  but  1 can’t 
help  thinking  that  it  loses  impor- 
tance with  every  ciass  3 take  that  I 
can’t  honestly  find  a use  for. 

I’ve  always  been  told  that,  as  a 
writer,  you  shouldn’t  complain 
about  something  unless  you  can 
come  up  with  a reasonable  solution 
to  the  problem. 

My  solution:  If  you  are  smart 
enough  to  score  well  on  an  ACT  or 
SAT,  then  you  are  smart  enough  to 
take  the  classes  you  need  to  take  in 
order  to  get  a specific  degree.  If  not, 
then  you  should  be  required  to  take 
prerequisite  classes. 

Some  will  agree,  and  some  will 
disagree,  and  that’s  fine.  It’s  only 
my  opinion.  Maybe  someday, 
people  like  me,  with  tons  of  opin- 
ions, will  get  sent  away  to  Mars 
because  they  didn’t  pay  enough  at- 
tention in  Astrology  class.  But  until 
then,  it’s  busywork  for  this  girl. 


Question  of  the  Issue 

What  are  your  spring  break  plans? 


“I  will  be  attending  a Latino 
business  conference  in 
Chi-tizzie.” 


- Rudy  UHoa 


“Do  tons  of  shopping.” 


- Melina  Alvarez 


“I’m  taking  a road  trip,  most 
likely,  with  some  friends,  just 
chillin.” 

- Mary  Vetor 


“I  am  going  to  work  on  my  music 
project  and  take  a trip.” 


“Hang  out  with  friends  and  work 
on  my  business.” 

- GaEeion  Nailing 


n 


“Recooperating  for  the  rest  of  the 
semester.” 


- Zachary  S,  Gray 


- Shannon  McKay 
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From  the  right... 


The  State  of  the  Union  address 
is  an  opportunity  for  the  president  to 
outline  his  plan  for  America.  It  is 
basically  a wish  list.  It  is  an  opportu- 
nity to  speak  in  front  of  a national 
audience  without  giving  the  opposi- 
tion a chance  to  interrupt  or  criticize 
the  message  given.  Each  year.  I fall 
into  the  trap  of  being  inspired. 

That  is  the  problem.  It  is  noth- 
ing more  than  a motivational  speech. 

I credit  Bush  with  leading  the  way  to 
make  the  world  a better  place,  but 
don’t  agree  with  everything  he  said. 

Still,  the  message  sends  hope  to 
many  Americans  eager  to  keep  this 
nation  the  most  powerful  economi- 
cally and  militarily  while  advancing 
the  spread  of  freedom  and  democracy 
across  the  world.  President  Bush 
made  the  latter  the  focus  of  his  mes- 
sage. 

Bush  told  us  that  in  1945  “there 
were  about  two  dozen  lonely  democ- 
racies in  the  world.  Today,  there  are 
122.”  This  can  be  attributed  to  the 
people  of  the  world  noticing  that  we 
do  have  the  greatest  democracy  in  the 
world.  They  wanted  to  experience  the 
same  freedoms  that  made  America 
the  greatest  nation  on  the  planet. 

Most  recently,  it  was  seen  as  the 
people  of  Iraq  left  voting  stations, 
proudly  showing  their  thumbs  with 
purple  ink  stains  from  voting.  For 
many,  it  was  the  first  time  they  had 
had  the  opportunity  to  express  their 
opinions.  The  United  States  military 
helped,  and  is  still  helping  the  people 
build  a democracy  they  can  be  proud 
of. 

In  Detroit,  the  city  with  the  high- 
est population  of  Arab-Americans  in 
the  country,  people  rallied  in  the 
streets  to  thank  Bush.  Some,  shed- 
ding tears  of  joy,  had  dreamed  of  this 
moment  for  their  homeland  for  de- 
cades. 

In  my  mind,  this  is  the  defining 
moment  of  the  Bush  Administration. 
We  have  many  problems  of  our  own 
here,  but  none  come  close  to  those  at 
the  mercy  of  the  dirt-bag  Saddam 


Jm  Nabon 

Hussein  and  his  oppressive  re- 
gime. 

“Lacking  the  military  strength 
to  challenge  us  directly,  the  terror- 
ists have  chosen  the  weapon  of 
fear,”  said  Bush. 

Rather  than  fight  like  men,  the 
radical  idiots  of  the  Islamic  world 
decided  to  sucker-punch  us. 

The  president  has  my  full  sup- 
port on  fighting  terror.  I give  him 
excellent  marks  on  this  issue  and 
thank  him  for  reminding  the 
American  people  of  the  sacrifices 
our  finest  citizens,  the  U.S.  mili- 
tary, make  on  daily  basis. 

However,  with  all  of  the  good 
I have  to  say  about  this  nation  lead- 
ing the  “War  on  Terror”,  the  presi- 
dent has  failed  to  gain  my  support 
with  his  rhetoric  on  border  secu- 
rity. 

"Our  nation  needs  orderly 
and  secure  borders,”  Bush  said. 

Bush  has  been  saying  this  for 
years.  Our  borders  are  still  not  or- 
derly and  secure,  and  they  are  not 
improving  fast  enough.  According 
to  the  Center  for  Immigration 
Studies,  there  are  over  10  million 
illegal  immigrants  in  the  United 
States  today. 

Too  many  people  cross  into 
our  country  illegally  every  day. 
Last  year.  Bush  called  for  4.000 
more  border  patrol  agents  to  cover 
our  border  with  Mexico.  That  has 
yet  to  happen  because  of  lack  of 
funding. 

The  CIS  estimates  that  more 
than  80,000  illegal  immigrants  are 
from  countries  with  terrorist  ties. 
Doesn’t  that  scare  you?  It  should. 

Bush  failed  to  stand  up  to  the 
challenge  and  make  a statement 
like  this,  as  he  has  the  entire  time 
he  has  been  in  office.  To  obtain  a 
dominant  victory  over  radical  Is- 
lam, we  need  to  pay  attention  to 
our  borders  here.  If  we  don’t,  we 
will  lose  the  war  on  terror,  and  all 
of  the  credit  I gave  the  president 
earlier  will  turn  into  blame. 


From  the  left... 


Uuks  H@nn6®r^@r 


It  has  come — that  time  of  the 
year  in  which  the  leader  of  the  free 
world  examines  the  condition  of  our 
country.  Truthfully,  this  is  nothing 
more  than  an  annual  pep  talk — tan- 
tamount to  an  hour  and  a half  of  free 
promoting  for  certain  agendas  and 
reminding  Americans  of  who  to  fear 
and  who  to  trust. 

True  to  form,  the  president  used 
the  word  “freedom”  17  times  dur- 
ing the  speech,  but  only  used  a form 
of  the  word  terror  (or  terrer)  20 
times — down  from  last  year’s  27. 
This  is  progress;  or  maybe  the  word 
terror  has  been  used  so  freely  in  the 
recent  past  that  its  shock  value  has 
decreased. 

At  any  rate,  this  freed  up  some 
time  for  the  president  to  talk  about 
more  important  issues — domestic 
issues  such  as  the  economy,  educa- 
tion and  oil  dependency. 

“Our  economy  is  healthy  and 
vigorous,  and  growing  faster  than 
other  major  industrialized  nations. 
In  the  last  two-and-a-half  years, 
America  has  created  4.6  million  new 
jobs...”  said  Bush — citing  the  Bu- 
reau of  Labor  Statistic’s  most  recent 
report.  This  statistic,  while  seem- 
ingly accurate,  paints  a partial  pic- 
ture of  our  work  force.  It  uses  job 
quantity,  not  quality,  to  measure  our 
economy. 

The  industries  creating  new 
jobs  pay,  on  average,  over  20  per- 
cent less  than  the  industries  that  have 
lost  jobs,  and  don’t  offer  compa- 
rable benefits  such  as  medical  or 
dental  insurance,  tuition  compensa- 
tion or  vacation  time. 

Statistically,  the  unemployment 
rate  is  a little  below  5 percent,  ac- 
cording to  the  way  the  administra- 
tion measures  it.  These  figures  con- 
ceal millions  of  people  in  the  ranks 
of  the  long-term  unemployed, 
trapped  in  low  wage  jobs  or  under- 
employed in  jobs  which  fail  to  use 
their  skills. 

Concerning  education,  the 


lead  the  world  in  human  talent  and 
creativity.  Our  greatest  advantage 
in  the  world  has  always  been  our 
educated,  hardworking,  ambitious 
people.” 

If  that  statement  doesn’t  give 
you  a warm,  fuzzy  feeling  as  a col- 
lege student,  nothing  will.  Why 
would  Bush  request  a reduction  in 
funds  earmarked  for  education?  His 
recent  budget  proposal  would  in- 
clude the  first  cut  to  federal  educa- 
tion spending  in  over  a decade. 

In  all,  48  education  programs 
would  be  terminated,  including 
those  providing  college-readiness 
training  to  Sow-income  high  school 
students.  These  cuts  in  education  to- 
tal more  than  all  the  cuts  in  the  11 
other  departments  combined. 
Seems  as  though  Bush  says  the  right 
thing — the  words  Americans  want 
to  hear — but  doesn't  support  the 
very  programs  he  refers  to  as  “our 
greatest  advantage.” 

The  best  part  of  the  speech,  in 
my  opinion,  was  the  directness  with 
which  he  addressed  our  dependence 
on  oil.  Solar  and  wind  energy  were 
mentioned,  as  well  as  ethanol  de- 
rived from  wood  chips  and  switch 
grass.  The  Advanced  Energy  Initia- 
tive takes  a step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion by  encouraging  and  funding 
alternative  energy  research,  but  de- 
creasing our  dependency  on  Mid- 
Eastem  oil  by  75  percent  in  20  years 
is  a bit  farcical. 

The  State  of  the  Union  Address 
was  mediocre.  No  new  information 
was  introduced.  In  times  past,  the 
State  of  the  Union  Address  was 
typed  and  sent  to  the  members  of 
congress.  The  information  con- 
tained therein  dealt  with  the  year’s 
agendas  and  goals  and  was  distrib- 
uted to  those  with  a need  to  know, 
without  the  pandering  and  political 
party  base-pleasing  for  which  re- 
cent presidents  have  used  this  plat- 
form. Americans  have  heard 
enough  rhetoric  on  the  campaign 
trail — now  it’s  time  to  see  results. 
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In  all,  48  education 
programs  would  be  ter- 
minated... Seems  as 
though  Bush  says  the 
right  thing— -the  words 
Americans  want  to 
hear — but  doesn’t  sup- 
port the  very  programs  he 
refers  to  as  “our  greatest 
advantage.” 

- Luke  Hornberger 


“Our  nation  needs  or- 
derly and  secure  bor- 
ders,” Bush  said. 

Bush  has  been  saying 
this  for  years.  Our  bor- 
ders are  still  not  orderly 
and  secure,  and  they  are 
not  improving  fast 
enough. 

- Jim  Nelson 
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News  Briefs 


Eating  Disorders 
Awareness  Week 
The  Holistic  Wellness  club  will 
provide  information  and  activities  dur- 
ing Ealing  Disorders  Awareness  week, 
Feb.  22  through  March  2.  Activities  will 
be  held  each  day  during  the  week  from 
n-  to  I p.m.  on  the  bridge.  For  more 
information,  contact  Pam  Dilday  at  280- 
2202. 

Pow  Wow 

IJC,  in  cooperation  with  The 
American  Indian  Center  of  Chicago, 
will  present  the  10th  annual  Woodland 
Reunion  Traditional  Pow  Wow  on  Sat- 
urday, March  1 1 from  noon  to  9 p.m. 
event  will  include  Native  Ameri- 
dancers,  food  and  arts  mid  crafts. 
Grand  Entries  are  at  1 p.m.  and  6 p.m. 
The  fee  is  55  for  adults,  S3  for  elders. 


students  and  children,  and  free  for  chil- 
dren under  6 years  old.  The  Pow  Wow  is 
sponsored  by  the  Office  of  Student  Ac- 
tivities and  the  Native  American  Club. 
For  more  information,  contact  Fred  Har- 
ris at  280-2566. 

Theater  Performance 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  will 
present  Bye-Bye  Birdie  March  2 through 
5 in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Performances 
will  be  at  the  following  times:  March  2. 
7:30  p.m.;  March  3 and  4.  8 p.m.;  and 
March  5, 2:30  p.m.  For  tickets  and  reser- 
vations. call  280-2200. 

Comedy  Show 

The  JJC  Alumni  Association  will 
present  the  comedy  of  Skip  Griparis, 
Sharps,  Flats  A Laughs,  on  Saturday, 
March  1 1.  at  8 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
iitrc.  Tickets  are  M5  lor  general  admis- 


sion  and  SI0  for  seniors,  students  and 
JJC  faculty  and  staff.  All  proceeds  ben- 
efit the  JJC  Alumni  Scholarship  Fund. 
Art  Gallery  Exhibit 
The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  Gallery 
will  present  the  annual  Joliet  Junior 
College  Art  Scholarship  Recipient; 
hihit  March  1 3-3 1 . The  gallery  is  located 
on  the  second  lloor  of  J-building. 
Musica  Viva 
PiuniM  Phyllis  Chen  will  perform 
in  a Musica  Viva  concert  on  March  19 
at  3 p.m.  in  (he  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Her 
program  will  present  the  music  of 
Mozart,  Chopin,  Debussy,  and  Chen  Yi. 
Senior  Expo 

A Senior  Expo  will  be  held  March 
8 from  9 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  in  the  cafeteria 
Call  280-1303  for  more  information. 
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Mob  disturbance 
at  Centennial  Commons 

A large  fight  involving  more 
than  50  people  at  Centennial  Com- 
mons was  broken  up  by  JJC  and 
Joliet  police  on  Feb.  5. 

According  to  JJC  police, 
screaming  and  loud  crashing  noises 
were  heard.  About  20  people  were 
gathered  on  the  bottom  stairwell  of 
Building  6 and  were  yelling  up  to 
about  30  people  who  were  standing 
on  the  balcony,  police  said. 

Five  Joliet  police  units  were 
dispatched  to  Centennial  Commons 


to  quell  the  mob.  Police  entered 
room  621,  where  about  20  people 
were  gathered.  Police  assistance 
was  then  requested  in  room  622, 
where  more  than  30  people  wer6 
congregated. 

After  the  crowds  calmed  down, 
police  escorted  the  group  off  the 
property. 

The  damage  to  the  two  rooms 
included  overturned  beds,  torn 
chairs  and  couches  (with  several 
chairs  thrown  out  on  the  front  lawn 
of  the  building),  slashed  window 
screens,  sliding  doors  taken  off. their 
I tracks,  broken  fixtures  and  holes  in 
the  walls  with  exposed  wires. 

Textbooks  stolen  from  student 
On  Feb.  2,  two  textbooks  were 
stolen  from  a female  JJC  student  in 
the  F-concourse. 

According  to  JJC  police,  the 
student  was  sitting  on  the  couches 
by  the  vending  machines  in  F-build- 
ing,  went  to  purchase  a drink  and 
went  to  class.  She  left  her  class  early 
to  check  for  her  books,  but  they 
were  gone  when  she  returned. 

The  two  used  textbooks  are  a 
psychology  book  valued  at  $51.95 
and  a chemistry  book  valued  at 
$73.40. 

Anyone  who  knows  anything 
about  the  theft  or  who  has  knowl- 
edge of  the  books  should  contact  the 
JJC  Police  Department  at  (815) 
280-2234. 

Student  arrested  after  driving 
with  suspended  license 

Keven  M.  Wilson,  Jr.,  of  Crete, 
was  detained  by  JJC  police  on  Feb. 

4 after  police  discovered  that  he  was 
driving  on  a suspended  license. 

According  to  police,  Wilson 
was  heading  west  toward  South  Lot 
1 when  his  vehicle  stopped  on  Col- 
lege Drive.  Police  checked  his  li- 
cense and  learned  it  was  suspended. 
Wilson  was  searched,  handcuffed 
and  put  into  the  patrol  car  without 
incident. 

Wilson  was  released  on  a 
$1,000  bond.  His  court  date  is 
scheduled  for  March  9. 

Suspected  theft  in  classroom 
Mari  Grant  of  Joliet  said  that 
she  suspected  $220  was  stolen  from 
her  while  in  class  on  Feb.  4. 

According  to  JJC  police,  Grant 
said  she  came  to  class  in  room  C- 
2026  on  Feb.  4 and  left  her  purse 
unattended  for  a period  of  time.  She 
did  not  open  her  purse  until  Feb.  6, 
when  she  noticed  the  money  was 
missing. 

Grant  added  that  she  wanted  to 
report  the  missing  money  in  case 
other  students  from  her  class  sus- 
pected theft.  Anyone  with  informa- 
tion regarding  this  case  is  encour- 
aged to  contact  the  JJC  Police  De- 
partment at  (815)  280-2234. 


For  more  informatio 
on  the  JJC  Campus 
Police,  visit 
vvvvw.jjc.edu/ 
campusjnfo/ 
campusjpolice/ 
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Hookah  bar  a relaxing,  cultural 
experience  in  heart  of  Chicago 


. few 


Staff  Writer 

It  seems  the  state  of  Illinois  is 
limited  on  interesting  things  to  do, 
and  people  our  age  are  in  a constant 
struggle  to  help  kill  the  time. 

Over  winter  break,  i 
friends  and  I had  decided  to 
go  downtown  to  try  out  a 
hookah  bar,  which  we  were 
quite  satisfied  with.  We  had 
heard  about  hookah  bars 
from  various  people,  and  a 
few  other  friends  had  given 
us  directions  to  it. 

Hookahs  are  used  for  a 
type  of  mixture  of  molasses 
and  dried  fruit  called  seesha  that  is 
smoked  for  flavor  and  for  relax- 
ation. It’s  not  a drug  and  is  legal  for 
anyone  over  the  age  of  18.  What 
causes  relaxation  is  the  surround- 


ings of  the  hookah  bar,  along  with 
the  seeshp. 

We  took  the  train  until  we 
reached  North  Park.  Chicago,  where 
it  stopped  within  walking  distance 
from  the  North  Park  Hookah 
Lounge. 


“Hookahs  are  used  for  a type 
of  mixture  of  molasses  and 
dried  fruit  called  seesha  that 
is  smoked  for  flavor  and  for 
relaxation.” 


As  we  walked  in,  we  were 
greeted  with  a sign  that  told  us  to 
lake  off  our  shoes  and  to  wait  to  be 
seated.  The  real  greeting  came  from 
Sam,  who  asked  us  where  we  would 


like  to  sit. 

By  sit,  he  actually  meant  lie 
down,  because  the  couches  are  ba- 
sically cushions,  except  for  a few 
which  are  like  stools  that  rest  flat 
on  the  ground.  The  lights  are  black 
lights,  and  one  of  the  tables  and 
couches  are  surrounded  by 
linen  curtains.  Middle  East- 
ern music  plays  in  the  back- 
ground to  help  set  the  mood 
of  the  room. 

The  cost  at  the  North 
Park  Hookah  Lounge  is  $5 
per  person  or  $10  dollars  per 
hookah,  since  a normal  visit 
to  the  Hookah  bar  is  com- 
monly in  a group  of  at  least  two 
people. 

Sam  can  also  prepare  some 
great  Middle  Eastern  drinks  and 
entrees. 


Kim’s  fitness  tips  for  healthy  living 


Staff  Writer 

Have  you  ever  wanted  a nice 
figure  but  had  a hard  time  achiev- 
ing that  goal?  Do  you  find  that 
working  out  takes  too  much  time 
and  energy,  or  that  paying  for  fit- 
ness centers  or  trainers  is  too  ex- 
pensive? 

As  college  students,  we  don’t 
have  the  time  or  the  money.  Hav- 
ing a fit,  healthy  body  should  not 
take  up  a huge  chunk  of  time.  A 
set  plan  of  eating  right  and  a little 
exercise  scheduling  can  help. 
Even  the  little  things  count. 

There  are  probably  more 


- When  parking  at  JJC,  try  to  park  in  the  back  so  it  will  be  a 
far  walk  (most  of  the  time,  it's  a far  walk  anyway). 

- Take  the  stairs  instead  of  the  elevator  or  escalator. 

- Cut  out  the  fast  foods  and  get  something  healthy. 

- Eat  a “king  size  breakfast,  queen  size  lunch,  and  a peas- 
ant dinner,”  according  to  Fit  or  Fat  Target  Recipes  by  Covert 
Bailey  and  Lea  Bishop. 

- Take  a JJC  course  at  the  fitness  center — not  only  are  you 

getting  your  workout,  but  a credit  as  well. 

- Find  a good  motivation:  impressing  your  boyfriend/girlfriend, 
having  a better  athletic  performance,  fitting  into  that  awe- 
some outfit,  being  healthier,  etc. 

- Always  remember  to  stretch  before  any  kind  of  exercise. 

helpful  hints  that  are  not  listed,  but  body  will  not  only  make  you  look 
this  can  get  you  started.  Good,  set  good,  but  feel  good  and  refreshed 
plans  for  having  a good-looking  as  well. 


uTrjnity, 


CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 


ADULT  STUDIES.  ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS. 

Trinity’s  accelerated,  evening  programs  for  working  adults  allow  you  the  opportunity  to  finish 
your  degree  without  giving  up  time  on  the  job  or  with  your  family. 

PROGRAMS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM: 

► Bachelors  of  Science  in  Business  (at  Palos  Campus) 

Real  world  information  from  real  world  instructors.  Receive  a wireless  laptop  computer 
(with  your  paid  tuition)  that  is  yours  to  keep  after  graduation! 

► Teaching  Certification  (at  Palos  & C.O.D.  - Addison  Campus) 

Elementary,  Secondary  or  K-12  Certification  available.  This  program  contains  15  months 
of  coursework  plus  one  semester  of  student  teaching  (completed  during  the  day). 

TRINITY’S  PROGRAMS  ARE: 

Convenient  - Classes  meet  one  night  a week 

Affordable  - Tuition  includes  cost  of  books  and  financial  aid  is  available  to  those  who  qualify 
Timely  - Earn  your  Business  Degree  or  Teaching  Certification  in  less  than  22  Months 
Inspiring  - Courses  taught  from  a Christian  perspective 
Experience  a program  that  is  enjoyable,  fulfilling  and  rewarding.  Classes  start  every 
January,  March,  June  and  September.  Visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.trnty.edu/adultstudies 
for  more  information. 


dT  RJN  ITYchristian  college 

CALL  US  TODAY  AT 

ADULT  STUDIES.  ACCELE-RATEO  PRO-GRAMS. 

708.239.4768 

MOMENTUM  FOR  LIFE 

to  schedule  a no-obligation 

708.239.4768  wvmlrnty.edu/adullstudies 

transcript  evaluation. 

PIANO  from  page  1 — 

the  same  halls  as  the  immortal 
Mozart  is  a dream  most  musicians 
don't  get  to  live. 

The  best  dreams  are  often  the 
fruit  of  long  labor  and  devotion  to 
your  craft.  The  rigors  of  llie  school 
week  included  lessons  in  the  Ger- 
man language  for  two  hours  a day, 
hour-long  piano  lessons  a few  times 
a week  and  Master  Class  each  day 
for  four  to  five  hours.  Each  pianist 
was  paired  with  an  opera  singer  as 
an  accompaniment,  and  the  two 
worked  together  a good  deal  to  de- 
velop the  rapport  necessary  for  a 
performance. 

r Class  also  involved  per- 


to  Vienna,  during  which  the  students 
visited  the  Schbnbrunn  Castle — the 
venue  where  Mozart  reached  the 
height  of  his  artistic  abilities. 

“It  was  really  nice,  like  a vaca- 
tion," Widmer  said.  “But  they  did 
keep  us  working  hard,  musically, 
which  is  okay,  because  I love  that." 

The  future  holds  seemingly 
limitless  possibilities  for  the  young 
pianist.  Looking  forward  to  con- 
tinue her  music  career,  Widmer  has 
applied  to  several  colleges  with 
strong  music  programs.  The  list  in- 
cludes such  distinguished  institu- 
tions such  as  Baylor  University, 
Elmhurst  College  and  Wheaton 
forming  a selected  piece  in  front  of  College.  Closer  to  home,  the  piu- 


the  director 
(teacher)  and  the 
other  students, 
then  receiving  cri- 
tiques and  feed- 
back from  both 
the  peer  group 
and  the  instructor. 

These  classes 
were  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  six-and-a-half  hour  per- 
formances and  two  three-and-a half- 
hour  tests  (mid-term  and  final) 
given  throughout  the  five-week 
school  program. 

“We  were  given  so  many  pieces 
(of  music),  and  we  were  given  so 
many  to  practice  that  we  never  per- 
formed," Widmer  stfld.  "Picking  a 
favorite  is  tough,  but  the  beginning 
of  The  Marriage  of  Figaro  with 
‘Non  so  piu  cosa  son’  is  beautiful 
and  fun  to  play."Although  the  week- 
days were  intense  combinations  of 
schoolwork  and  performing,  the 
weekends  were  whatever  a student 
wanted  to  make  of  them.  Widmer 
made  the  most  of  her  opportunity 
by  visiting  several  nearby  countries, 
including  Switzerland  and  France — 
which  necessitates  a trip  to  the  Eiffel 
Tower.  There  was  also  a class  trip 


“I  get  to  share  my 
passion  for  music 
with  them  (music 
students)  and 
hopefully  pass  it  on. 
-Kim  Widmer 


nist  is  looking  at 
University  of 
Saint  Francis, 
whose  fledgling 
music  program 
would  allow 
Widmer  the  artis- 
tic opportunity  of 
an  un-established 
curriculum  in 
which  to  pursue  her  goals. 

As  busy  a life  as  she  has, 
Widmer  always  has  lime  to  give 
back  to  the  local  communities. 

She  accompanies  for  three 
choirs:  the  Kelvin  Grove  Children's 
Choir,  the  Rialto  Concert  Choir,  and 
the  Rialto  Prep  Choir,  all  of  which 
perform  at  holiday  performances, 
School  functions,  competitions  and 
retirement  homes. 

In  addition,  Widmer  has  ac- 
cepted a teaching  position  at  the 
Montessori  School  in  Lemonl.  She 
has  a total  of  2 1 children  in  the  class, 
and  the  choir's  combined  total  is 
anywhere  from  1 5 to  60  children. 

"I  love  doing  it — helping  the 
kids  discover  music  and  express 
themselves,"  she  said.  "I  get  to  share 
my  passion  for  music  with  them  and 
hopefully  pass  it  on." 


aurora  University 


Transforming 

Lives 


Complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  majors. 

Experience  a smooth 
transfer  of  credit. 


Aurora  i 
University! 


Learn  about  competitive 
scholarships. 

Enroll  in  day  or  evening 
classes. 


347  S,  Gladstone  Ave. 
Aurora,  IL  00506-4892 
www.aurora.edu 


Call:  800-742-5281  • E-mail:  admission@aurora.edu 
mvw.aurora.edu/transfer  • Apply  online  (fee  waived) 


AISLE 


Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 
February  22nd  - March  3rd  Only! 


Around  Campus 

February  22=  2008 


igh  school  students  participate  in  robotic  challenge 


Photo  by  San  Wrighi 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  28,  students  from  many  local  area  high  schools,  including  PSainfleld,  Jaitet,  Minooka,  EJslIngtsreolk  and  Lemont,  competed  In  a Robstle  Challenge  held  by  the  Technology 
Department  at  JJC.  "It’s  a great  opportunity  for  students  to  learn  mors  about  technology  while  having  fun  and  competing  in  s great  atmosphere,”  said  John  Koepke,  a technology  professor  and 
Judge  oJ  the  competition.  "St  a!s©  gives  these  students  a chance  to  see  whet  the  campus  has  to  otter  tbam  5n  the  future.”  Students  created  robots  arsd  were  Judged  on  tlm e,  strength,  .distance 
sod  other  categories. 


Limited  to  Slock  On  Hand  - Prior  Sales  Excluded  - Sorry,  No  Hold  Orders! 


Important  Reminders! 
Summer  I & II  Books 
Available  Online  & In-Store 
Monday , April  1 7th 
Summer  III  Books 
Available  Monday , June  5th 
Fall  Books 

Available  Monday,  July  24th 

“The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books 
Even;  Business  Dav!” 


www.jjcbookstore.com 

tnnthlngUCmksunl 

• Online  Booh  Ordering 

• Extended.  Store  Hours  Listing 

• Return  & Buyback  Policies 

• Book  Availability  Dates 

• Latest  JJC  Bookstore  News 

• Just  A Few  Clicks  Away 

On  Your  Home  or  Office  Computer  ! 


Photo  by  Ian  Wright 

High  school  students  get  into  the  competition  at  the  recent  Robotics 
Challenge  sponsored  by  the  technology  department. 


The  Blazer  congratulates 
the  Lady  Wolves  Basket- 
ball TEAM  ON  WINNING  THE 
N4C  Conference 
Championship-their  first 

IN  TEN  YEARS! 


«)MgS 


Look  for 

CONTINUING 
COVERAGE  ON 
| THEIR  ROAD  TO  THE 
NATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT! 
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What’s  going  on  at  JJC’s  Main  Campus 


Above  and  below  are  interior  views  of  the  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  Gallery,  Above,  Nathan  Dillon,  vendor  from  Ashanti  Boutique, 
host  of  the  Illinois  Community  College  Juried  Art  Exhibition.  The  show,  displays  his  African  ethnic  and  tribal  items.  Below, 

which  runs  until  Feb.  27,  is  hosted  by  JJC  every  two  years.  tab,es  disP;a-v i,ems  for  sa,e  at  the  Arrican  Bazaar  in  the 

E-concourse  on  Feb.  2. 


We  open  doors  in  hospitality. 

Earn  a Degree. 

Manage  your  Career. 


Private,  accredited  college  for  women. 

Bachelor’s  and  Associate’s  degrees  In  Hospitality  Management 

A-  tc.toJli'z.aJtto-tv^  tit: 

HOTEL/R-ESTAURAHT  MANAGEMENT 
CULINARY  ARTS 
EVENT  PLANNING 
SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Convenient  West  Loop  location  - steps  away  from  public  transportation! 

See  bow  yon  cao  jump-start  your  career  in  the  nation's  fastest  growing  industry! 


Students  gather  outside  the  cafeteria  for  the  Coretta  Scott  King  vigil, 
which  took  place  on  Feb.  6 and  was  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  Student 
Activities. 

Art  gallery  and  African  Bazaar  photos  by  Ian  Wright; 

Coretta  Scott  King  vigil  photo  by  Xavier  Duran. 


Scholarships  and  Financial  Aid  available! 

Weekday,  evening  and  weekend  courses  available! 

Come  and  visit  us  today  for  your  tree  gilt!  Call  312-22S-6234,  ext.  225! 

310  S.  Peoria  Street  • Chicago,  [L  60607 
rfegree@lexingtoncoiiege.8du  or  www.iexingtencoliege.eilu 
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Uriah  Heep’s  ‘Demons 
and  Wizards’  still  great 


Staff  writer 

As  America  entered  the  late 
1960s.  music  shifted  from  war-pro- 
test/folk  music  to  hard  rock,  pro- 
gressive and  heavy  metal.  By  the 
time  the  early  ‘70s  came  around,  the 
sound  of  music  had  been  changed 
forever.  Uriah  Heep  is  a band 
greatly  responsible  for.  the  heavy 
metal  movement,  and  the  band’s 
forth  album.  Demons  and  Wizards, 
is  its  heaviest  and  most  well-known 
work. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  band's  fin- 
est, most  exciting  and  most  creative 
album.  Released  in  1972,  Demons 
and  Wizards  is  a collection  of  eight 
songs  filled  with  effective  keyboard 
work  by  Ken  Hensley  and  smooth 
guitar  work  from  Mick  Box. 

Black  Sabbath,  Deep  Purple 
and  Led  Zeppelin  are  the  bands 
most  credited  with  creating  and  in- 
spiring what  most  call  today  "heavy 
metal.”  Uriah  Heep  often  falls  into 
the  same  category  as  the  aforemen- 
tioned three,  but  with  a more  cre- 
ative and  unique  style  of  heavy 
metal.  Uriah  Heep  was  clearly  a 
band  that  took  its  lyrics  more  seri- 
ously than  other  heavy  outfits  of  the 
time.  They  wrote  with  passion,  cre- 
ating epic  arrangements  for  their 
music,  some  which  cannot  be 
topped  or  matched  today. 

The  album  itself  takes  about  10 
or  15  listens  to  really  appreciate. 
The  album  starts  off  slow  with  "The 
Wizard,"  a two-minute  tale  about  a 


wizard  who  promises  the  people  a 
better  world  to  live  in.  David 
Byron's  vocals  come  out  strongly 
and  with  passion  as  the  song  is 
driven  by  sharp  acoustic  guitar 
work. 

There  are  really  only  two  songs 
on  the  entire  album  that  would  have 
been  considered  even  somewhat 
heavy,  and  by  today’s  standards, 
they  would  not  be  considered  heavy 
at  all.  “Easy  Livin’,”  the  band’s 
most  well-known  work,  is  still  be- 
ing played  on  classic  rock  radio 
more  than  30  years  after  its  release. 
It  is  driven  by  a powerful  bass  and 
keyboard  arrangement. 

“Rainbow  Demon”  opens  side 
two  as  probably  the  heaviest  song 
on  the  album,  as  Mick  Box  really 
makes  his  presence  known  with  en- 
tertaining guitar  work.  “Circle  of 
Hands”  and  “Paradise/The  Spell” 
are  the  album’s  two  epic  pieces,  lop- 
ping 18  minutes  combined. 

Surely  Demons  and  Wizards  is 
not  an  album  that  has  really  come 
back  to  life  like  some  of  the  other 
bands  from  the  early  70s.  But  any- 
body who  is  interested  in  creative 
music  that  isn’t  just  a lot  of  noise, 
untalented  singing  and  writing.  De- 
mons and  Wizards  is  definitely  a 
relaxing  arrangement.  All  the  album 
requires  is  a lot  of  sit-downs  and 
straight-through  listens  so  the  power 
of  the  songs  can  be  fully  appreci- 
ated. I am  absolutely  positive  Ken 
Hensley  and  the  rest  of  the  band 
would  have  wanted  it  i his  way. 


J-teoscopgs 


Csprtcorn 

After  taking  a prescription  drug 
that  your  doctor  referred  to  as 
happy  pills,’  you  will  suffer  from 
delusions  of  grandeur.  This  will 
cause  you  to  take  over  your  city 
hall  and  declare  a military 
dictatorship.  Unfortunately  when 
the  drugs  wear  off,  you  will  go 
back  home  to  watch  Spongebob 
Squarepants. 

;fl<=[u9rlus 

You  will  lock  your  keys  in  the  car 
tomorrow.  Find  a baseball  bat  to 
break  the  window.  Do  this  for 
about  10  minutes  until  you  can 
climb  through.  Soon,  the  cops 
will  cuff  you  when  they  think 
you’re  breaking  into  someone’s 
car.  Did  we  forget  to  tell  you 
about  the  spare  key  in  your  coat 
pocket?  And  to  think  this  whole 
thine  could  have  been  avoided! 


When  you  buy  a birthday  present 
for  your  best  friend,  be  careful 
when  you  wrap  the  gift.  We  don’t 
want  you  to  end  up  like  that  kid 
in  Andorra  who  got  carried  away 
with  the  scotch  tape.  Wow,  it  was 
hilarious  when  his  parents  found 
him  stuck  to  the  floor! 

rflrles 

A cruise  to  the  Bahamas  awaits 
you!  While  you  are  sailing  to 

your  port  of  call,  go  easy  on  the 


buffet.  Also,  be  cautious  of  the 
annoying  tourist  from  Ohio  who 
used  to  be  a nudist  in  Cleveland. 
Stay  away!  Other  than  that,  have  a 
great  trip. 

fsunis 

Next  week,  you  will  feel  the  urge 
to  join  a performance  art  group. 
The  performance  will  have  you  in 
the  center  of  the  stage  shouting  "I 
love  steak!"  while  the  rest  of  the 
cast  throws  buckets  of  raw  meat 
on  you.  Bring  a poncho! 

Qemini 

Your  lucky  numbers  are  4,  12  and 
3.  The  key  to  your  future  can  now 
be  revealed.  Go  to  Delphi  and 
meet  with  the  Oracle.  There,  she 
will  tell  you  how' to  access  your 
secrets.  Of  course,  we  just  wanted 
to  see  you  take  a long  expensive 
trip  for  nothing.  It’s  a lottery 
ticket,  stupid! 

CsDcer 

Go  to  the  grocery  store  to  and  buy 
a hundred  boxes  of  macaroni  and 
cheese.  After  you  cook  the  pasta, 
chill  it  in  the  fridge.  Soon,  it  will 
be  ready  for  you  to  shape  into  a 
palace!  Did  we  forget  to  mention 
that  it  will  mold  in  a few  days? 

Lso 

Watch  out  for  your  neighbor’s 
kitten.  He  may  look  cute,  but  we 
assure  you,  he’s  not.  Challenge 

him  in  .i  duel  in  si'll lc  l he  score 


Wait. ..wait!  Don’t  throw  him  up 
against  the  wall,  are  you  crazy? 
He’s  a kitten! 

Virgo 

Go  to  New  York  to  find  out  how 
magicians  levitate.  You  will 
become  the  apprentice  of  David 
Copperfield’s  lesser-known 
brother.  Unfortunately,  he’s  not  as 
great  as  David,  and  you  will 
break  a hip  when  the  trick  doesn’t 
go  right. 

Llbrs 

At  the  premier  of  77ie  Hobbit, 
disgruntled  hobbits  will  lake  over 
the  red  carpet.  Lucky  for  you,  you 
can  see  the  entire  incident  across 
the  street.  Remember,  hobbits 
hate  cereal.  Throw  a bunch  of 
cheerios  at  them  and  they  will 
scatter  like  flies! 

Scorpio 

Plant  a rose  garden  in  your  front 
yard  and  water  it  with  water  and 
weight-gain  powder.  You  will  be 
amazed  at  what  grows;  well- 
muscled flowers  to  enter  into  the 
county  fair.  You’ll  win,  for  sure. 

Ssgittsrius 

Tomorrow,  watch  Hollywood 
Squares.  It’s  boring  and  shows 
failed  celebrities,  but  learn 
something  from  them... if  you 
want  to  be  an  entertainer,  act 
your  butt  off  or  risk  the  next  50 

years  on  Hollywood  Squares l 


give  me  guidance  that  matters 


Join  us  for  an 
Open  House 

Saturday.  March  25.  10  am  to  1 pm 
Schaumburg  Campus 

Saturday.  April:  1 . 10  am  to  1 pm 
Chicago  Campus 


Roosevelt  offers  degrees  in  Biomedical  Sciences. 
Business.  Communications.  Education.  General 
Studies/Fast  Track,  and  many  more! 

To  register: 

1-877-APPLY  RU 
www.roosevelt.edu/openhouse 
applyRU@roosevelt  edu 


Roosevelt  Unitersity 

Chicago  • Schaumburg  • Online 
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Oscar  predictions:  Who’ll  win  ‘em  this  year? 


Ash  lev  Rochnowski 


Prodcution  assistant 


Entertainment  writer 

With  March  fast  approaching, 
it  can  mean  only  one  thing.  No,  not 
another  day  for  the  City  of  Chicago 
to  dye  the  river  green — it  stays  that 
way  all  year  anyway.  C’mon, 
people — its  Oscar  time!  So  pop  the 
com,  tune  the  TV  set  and  prepare 
for  the  blockbuster  predictions, 
courtesy  of  the  Blazer' s film  freaks. 

Best  Picture 

lan  savs:  I’m  going  with 
Capote.  It  was  brilliantly  filmed, 
brilliantly  acted  and  brilliantly  di- 
rected by  Bennet  Miller.  All  of  these 
components  add  up  to  a perfect 
movie  that  should  be  recognized 
with  a big  fat  Oscar.  The  rest  up  for 
nomination  were  awesome,  but 
none  hold  a candle  to  this  visual 
poetry. 

Ashlev  savs:  It  has  to  be 
Brokeback  Mountain.  There  is  re- 
ally no  reason  why  it  shouldn't  win, 
seeing  it  claimed  the  award  at  the 
Golden  Globes  and  has  been  sweep- 
ing the  nation  with  its. ..scenery. 
With  outstanding  performances 
from  Heath  Ledger  and  Jake 
Gyllenhaal  and  magnificent  direct- 
ing by  Ang  Lee,  no  matter  how 
many  awards  they  do  or  don't  win, 
it’s  the  reason  I can’t  quit  it. 

Matt  savs:  Yeah,  Brdkeback 
Mountain  will  win.  There  could  be 
1C  films  up  against  it,  and  it’ll  win. 
Is  it  more  of  a political  statement 
from  the  liberal  Academy?  Maybe, 
but  if  it  -were  me,  I’d  flip  a coin  be- 
tween Crash  and  C-ood  Night,  and 
Good  Luck , two  great  and  inspiring 
films  that,  like  Brokeback,  speak 
deeply  and  are  relevant  to  today’s 
times. 


the  Brokeback  train  to  victory. 
Don’t  be  surprised  by  an  upset, 
though. 

Best  Actor 

lan  savs:  David  Strathaim 
was  absolutely  amazing;  I’ll 
give  him  that,  but  Phillip 
Seymour  Hoffman  was  incred-  ^ 
ible  as  Capote.  His  unique  act- 
ing style,  mixed  with  layers  of  in- 
tense emotion,  won  me  over. 
Joaquin  Phoenix  was  equally 
brilliant  as  Johnny  Cash,  but 
Hoffman  is  a shoo-in. 

Ashlev  savs:  I would 
love  to  give  this  to 
Ledger,  but  as  it  turns 
out,  it  will  probably 
be  Hoffman  from 
Capote.  An  outstand- 
ing performance  by  both 
men,  but  Ledger  did  not  throw  ALL 
of  his  inhibitions  into  the  wind. 
Hoffman  is  a man  of  many  talents, 
and  obtaining  this  award  is  another. 

Matt  savs:  Hoffman  was  the 
favorite  from  day  one  of  Capote , but 
with  stellar  work  from  Terrence 
Howard  in  Hustle  & Flow,  Ledger 
in  Brokeback  Mountain,  Phoenix  in 
Walk  the  Line  and  Strathaim  in 
Good  Luck,  and  Good  Luck,  the 
race  is  close.  My  definitive  choice, 
though,  is  the  oft-unrecognized 
Strathaim. 


beyond. 

Matt  savs:  Another 
tough  category,  but  only  be- 
cause of  two  performances. 
Witherspoon  was  the  bigger  star  in 
Walk  the  Line,  and  Huffman  is  on  a 
roll  with  Emmy  and  Globe  wins  for 
Desperate  Housewives  and 
Transamerica,  respectively.  Tough 
call,  but  Witherspoon  has  a slight 
edge  and  will  probably  win.  Now, 
if  there  is  a first  for  a tie... 


Photo  courtesy  ot  Wireimage 
Brokeback  Mountain  director  Ang 
Lee  accepts  the  Golden  Globe  for 
Best  Director  last  month. 

Best  Director 

lan  savs:  Steven  Spielberg  has 
outdone  himself  with  Munich.  He 
did  such  an  amazing  job  on  the  film 
that  I broke  the  couch  from  sitting 
on  the  edge  to  hard.  Kudos  to  Paul 
Haggis  and  Lee,  but  Munich  is  defi- 
nitely the  result  of  a gifted  director. 

Ashlev  savs:  Looking  back 
again  to  the  Golden  Globes  as  a pre- 
monition of  the  Oscars,  and  I have 
to  pick  Lee.  I can’t  help  believe  in 
this  Little  Movie  That  Could  which 
wouldn’t  have  been  the  same  with- 
out the  insight  and  direction  of  Lee. 
Could  you  imagine  if  Peter  Jackson 
had  directed  it? 

Matt  savs:  Forget  Spielberg 
this  time:  he’s  there  just  because 
he’s  Spielberg.  That  said,  there  are 
a lot  of  great  choices.  Haggis,  for 
Crash,  and  Miller,  for  Capote,  did 
great,  first-time  directing  work. 
George  Clooney  makes  a powerful 
sophomore  outing  with  Good  Night, 
and  Good  Luck,  but  Lee  will  ride 


Photo  courtesy  of  Wireimage 
Felicity  Huffman  (at  last  month’s 
Golden  Globes)  lost  to  Reesa 
Witherspoon  at  the  SAG  Awards  but 
could  stiii  pick  up  a Best  Actress 
Oscar  for  Transamerica. 

Best  Actress 

lan  savs:  It’s  a toss  up  between 
Reese  Witherspoon  and  Felicity 
Huffman,  but  Witherspoon  will 
probably  take  the  gold.  I would  love 
to  see  Huffman  holding  the  award 
for  her  superb  role  in  Transamerica, 
but  I think  the  Academy  will  give 
the  Oscar  to  Witherspoon. 

Ashlev  savs:  This  is  a tough 
category  to  choose  from; 
Witherspoon  or  Huffman.  At  the 
Golden  Globes,  Witherspoon  and 
Huffman  both  won  for  their  lead- 
ing roles  in  Walk  the  Line  and 
Transamerica,  respectively,  but 
Witherspoon  won  at  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors Guild  Awards.  Witherspoon 
apparently  has  some  magnificent 
acting  ability,  but  I am  going  to  have 
to  choose  Huffman  for  braving  the 


Photo  courtesy  of  Wireimage 
Paul  Giamatti  won  Best  Supporting 
Ac  tor  at  the  SAG  Awards  (above) 
and  is  the  favorite  at  the  Academy 
Awards  for  Cinderella  Man. 

Best  Supporting  Actor 

lan  savs:  Note  to  self:  remem- 
ber to  shout  at  the  screen  if  Paul 
Giamatti  doesn’t  win.  His  acting  in 
Cinderella  Man  topped  any  actor  in 
this  category.  Other  note  to  self:  re- 
member to  pull  hair  out  if  William 
Hurt  wins. 

Ashlev  savs:  I would  love  to 
stick  to  my  trend  of  picking  any- 
thing that  has  to  do  with  Brokeback 
Mountain,  but  Gylfenhaal’s  perfor- 
mance was  the  only  nominee  wor- 
thy. I think  I will  have  to  decide  on 
Clooney  for  this  one,  seeing  as  he 
is  Clooney.  The  man  doesn’t  fail  at 
giving  an  award-winning  perfor- 
mance for  Syriana.  Plus,  for  this  and 
Good  Night,  and  Good  Luck,  I can 
begin  to  forgive  him  for  Intolerable 
Cruelty. 

Matt  savs:  Another  great  cat- 
egory, but  Giamatti  (like  Morgan 
Freeman  last  year  for  Million  Dol- 
lar Baby ) will  finally  get  his  due. 
His  great  performance  in  Cinderella 
Man  was  so  impassioned  that  the 


—FOR  RENT  — 

* Furnished  bedroom  in  Joliet/ 

New  Lenox  area 

* No  pets  or  smoking 

* Less  than  15  minutes  from  JJC 
Main  Campus  - Easy  access  to  rrri 

* $500/month  - includes  all 
utilities  (deposit  & references  req.) 
Call  Debi  815-302-6111 


Academy  can’t  and  won’t  look 
him  over  again.  Though  the  10- 
minute  guest  appearance  by 
previous  winner  Hurt 
in  A History  of  Vio- 
lence could  steal  the 
thunder,  Clooney 
a shock  at  the 
Globes  for  Syriana , and 
Matt  Dillon  was  so  damn  good  in 
Crash,  too.  Count  on  Giamatti, 
though. 

Best  Supporting  Actress 
lan  savs:  Does 
anyone  remember  how 
unbelievable  Amy 
Adams  was  in 
Junebugl  She  made  me 
cry  like  a fat  bloated  house- 
cat  outside  on  a rainy  day!  Every 
word  that  came  out  of  her  mouth 
was  sheer  brilliance — and  to  think, 
she  played  a slut  in  Drop  Dead  Gor- 
geous. Enough  with  Michelle  Will- 
iams and  Rachel  Weisz;  this  award 
was  made  for  Adams ! 

Ashlev  savs:  When  looking  at 
the  list  of  nominees  for  this  cat- 
egory, there  are  no  absolute  run- 
aways, no  shining  stars  and  no  out- 
right winners  except  for  Williams. 
Although  a supporting  rple  and  only 
in  Brokeback  Mountain  for  a few 
scenes,  she  delivered  a powerful 
performance  that  impacted  the 
heart. 

Matt  savs:  A nose-to-nose,  by- 
a-hair  race  if  there  ever  is  one. 
Weisz  (The  Constant  Gardener) 
and  Williams  will  be  neck-in-neck. 
Weisz  has  the  edge  with  both 
Golden  Globe  and  SAG  wins,  but 
the  votes  could  get  split,  and  the  al- 
ways-great  Catherine  Keener  could 
sneak  in  for  Capote,  and  Adams 
drew  raves  from  earlier  in  2005  in 
Junebug. 


Photo  courtesy  ot  Wireimage 
John  Williams  won  Best  Original 
Score  for  Memoirs  of  A Geisha  at 
the  Globes  (above)  but  is  Oscar- 
nominated  for  Munich  as  well. 

Original  Score 

fan  savs:  John  Williams,  Memoirs 
of  Geisha 

Ashlev  savs:  John  Williams,  Mem- 
oirs of  a Geisha 

Matt  savs:  John  Williams,  Munich 
Adapted  Screenplay 
Ian  savs:  Capote 

Ashlev  savs:  Brokeback  Mountain 
Malt  savs:  A History  of  Violence 
Original  Screenplay 
Ian  savs:  The  Squid  and  the  Whale 
Ashlev  savs:  Good  Night,  and  Good 
Luck 

Matt  says:  Crash 

Cinematography 
lan  savs:  The  New  World 
Ashlev  savs:  Memoirs  of  a Geisha 
Matt  savs:  Good  Night,  and  Good 
Luck 

Documentary  Feature 

Ian  savs:  March  of  the  Penguins 
Ashlev  savs:  March  of  the  Penguins 
Matt  savs;  Murderball 
Visual  Effects 
Ian  savs:  King  Kong 
Ashlev  savs:  War  of  the  Worlds 
Matt  savs:  King  Kong 

The  78th  Academy  Awards, 
hosted  by  Jon  Stewart,  will  be  live 
from  the  Kodak  Theatre  in  Holly- 
wood on  March  5 at  7 p.m.  on  ABC. 
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yemi’s  NBA  killer  six 


Staff  writer 

While  the  Pistons  suffered 
some  beatings  from  lesser  teams, 
San  Antonio  took  advantage  of 
momentum,  as  well  as  Manu’s  re- 
turn to  greatness.  Without  further 
adieu,  here's  the  killer  six,  as  un- 
predictable as  a Spreewell  coach 
choking... 

1.  San  Antonio  Spurs 

Manu’s  return  to  greatness  and 
increased  unit  cohesion  has  given 
San  Antonio  the  second-best  record 
in  the  NBA  as  well  as  the  surge 
needed  to  take  the  number  one  spot. 
With  three  players  averaging  more 
titan  15  points  per  game  and  two 
averaging  nearly  20  per  game,  the 
Spurs  look  like  the  real  deal. 


2.  Detroit  Pistons 

After  suffering  losses  to  peren- 
nial loser  Atlanta  and  a resurgent 
Miami  Heat  squad,  the  Pistons  did 
more  than  just  rebound.  Chauncey 
Billups  decided  to  give  Richard 
“Rip"  Hamilton  a 28th  birthday 
present — a 19-point  and  10-assist 
kind  of  present.  Combined  with  an- 
other stellar  13-rebound  day  for 
"Big  Ben"  Wallace  and  18  points 
from  the  birthday  boy  himself,  the 
Pistons  got  back  on  track,  pushing 
them  to  an  85  - 7 1 win  over  the  New 
Jersey  Nets. 

3.  Phoenix  Suns 

With  the  dawn  of  Amare’s  re- 
turn set,  the  Suns  roster  has  become 
a melting  pot  all  year  with  Steve 
Nash  the  main  ingredient.  Do  the 
math...  Shawn  Marion’s  21.2  ppg 
1 1 .9  rpg,  plus  a healthy  Nash  aver- 
aging double  figures  in  assists  and 
points  this  year,  plus  a dominant 
bench,  equals  dominance. 

4.  Dallas  Mavericks 

As  much  as  other  teams  hate 
them,  their  fast  break,  high  tempo 


style  of  basketball  is  dangerous  for 
any  team.  Led  by  Dirk  Nowitzki’s 
25.3  ppg,  Dallas  has  slowly  become 
the  “anti-Killer  Six”  team  of  the 
NBA. 

5.  Los  Angeles  Clippers 

Finally,  Sam  Cassell  and  Elton 

Brand  fans  can  rejoice.  While  the 
Clippers  succeed  at  staying  10 
games  over  .500,  the  City  of  Angles 
manages  to  find  itself  a basketball 
team.  With  the  stellar  play  of  Elton 
Brand,  who  was  recently  selected 
to  play  for  the  Western  Conference 
in  the  All-Star  game,  they  are  look- 
ing great.  If  they  can  keep  it  up,  they 
may  just  prove  that  something  cool, 
other  than  gang  violence,  can  come 
out  of  L. A. 

6.  Chicago  Bulls 

Why  Chicago?  Try  these  four 
on  for  size:  Duhon,  Chandler, 
Hinrich,  Gordon.  Still  skeptical? 
Fine,  one  more  reason... because  I 
said  so. 

Yemi  accepts  comments  on  the 
Killer  6 at  codetunde@jjc.edu 


Be  In  Demand. 

Stay  In  Command. 


I ME 


"I  would  definitely  encourage 
females  to  get  into  this  trade. 
There  is  good  money  to  be 
made  and  you  can't  beat  being 
outside  and  to  have  the  feel 
of  that  machine.  You  can’t  beat 
that  power.  It's  beautiful/' 
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JJC  ranked  eighth  to 
start  baseball  season 


writer 

“Hope  springs  eternal,”  as  poet 
Alexander  Pope  once  wrote,  and 
that  seems  to  be  the  attitude  pervad- 
ing the  2006  edition  of  JJC  Wolves 
baseball. 

Coming  from  a third  place  fin- 
ish in  the  N4C  Conference  last  sea- 
son with  a 33-30  record  and  their 
ninth  Region  IV  Championship  in 
the  past  1 2 seasons,  the  Wolves  wiil 
be  looking  to  continue  on  their 
string  of  success. 

Even  though  the  Wolves 
have  been  granted  a national  rank- 
ing of  eighth  in  the  Feb.  10  NJCAA 
Pre-Season  Poll  and  are  considered 
the  favorite  to  take  the  regional 
crown  once  more,  living  up  to  those 
expectations  may  prove  to  be  quite 
a challenge. 

“We’re  the  favorites  once 
again,  but  someone  could  eventu- 
ally overtake  us,”  head  coach 
Wayne  King  said. 

That  someone  may  very 
well  end  up  being  the  15th-ranked 
College  of  DuPage  Chaparrals 
(Glen  Ellyn,  IL),  fresh  off  a 37-15 
2005  campaign,  highlighted  by  a 
first  place  finish  in  the  N4C. 

Despite  taking  the  conference, 
it  was  the  Wolves  who  eliminated 
DuPage  from  last  year’s  Regional 
Tournament  with  an  11 -4  victory  on 
May  8.  This  season  will  be  another 
exciting  chapter  in  the  two  talented 
schools’  yearly  rivalry. 

But  King  refuses  to  concentrate 
solely  on  DuPage.  “Every  school  is 
a rival,”  he  said.  “When  teams  come 
in  here  to  play  us,  they  view  us  as 
their  rivals  because  we’re  the  team 
to  beat.” 


Certainly  the  Wolves  deserve 
all  the  respect  they  get,  but  they  will 
have  to  battle  to  maintain  their  su- 
periority. 

“We  have  a lot  of  things  going 
for  us  that  other  schools  just  don’t 
have,"  King  said.  “But  it  will  be  our 
pitching  that  will  determine  our  suc- 
cess.” 

The  Wolves  have  some  talented 
arms,  but  the  question  will  be 
whether  or  not  the  freshmen,  who 
comprise  seven  of  the  1 1 spots  on 
the  pitching  staff,  will  be  able  to 
produce  enough  quality  innings. 
The  starting  staff  will  fee  led  by 
sophomores  Brendan  Gibson,  Nick 
Schaeflein,  and  southpaw  Ray  Pahl. 
Freshman  contributions  will  depend 
heavily  on  Mike  Offerman  (RKP) 
and  Joe  Stover  (LHP),  both  from 
Minooka. 

All  three  sophomores  were  re- 
lievers last  season  and  have  only 
one  combined  win  among  them. 
The  bullpen  will  feature  five  fresh- 
men and  one  sophomore.  This  in- 
experience will  be  the  biggest  ob- 
stacle en  route  to  another  regional 
title. 

Starting  positions  have  been 
determined  for  the  most  part,  though 
some  decisions  still  remain.  King 
has  confirmed  the  following  filled 
positions:  Chris  Vidmar  (Joliet 
Catholic),  C;  Jon  Murray  (Joliet 
Twp.),  IB;  Justin  Grace  (Reed- 
Custer),  2B;  Kevin  Mitchell 
(Ridgewood  Baptist),  SS;  Willie 
Lee,  LF;  Chad  Schwartz  (Joliet 
Twp.),  RF. 

The  remaining  positions  are 
third  base  and  center  field. 

“Third  base  is  really  a toss  up,” 


See  BASEBALL  on  page  II 
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20  students  where  you  only  register  once  and  get  the  benefits  of: 

• A locked-in  tuition  where  you  know  your  entire  class  schedule  up  front 

• Attending,  classes  with  the  same  students  throughout  the  program 

• A supportive  learning  environment  with  a rich  network  of  peer  professionals 


Visit  www.nl.edu  or  call  888.NLU.TODAY  for 
upcoming  open  house  dates. 

National-Louis 
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Wolves  hold  on,  beat  rival  DuPage 


Oscar  Murphy  splits  two  CsSiege  of  DuPage  defenders  attempting  to  score 
©n  Feb.  14.  Murphy,  a freshman  from  Thornwood,  Hi.,  started  at  point 
guard  for  the  Wolves. 


BBMHB 

Staff  writer 

The  Wolves  held  on  for  a 
Valentine’s  Day  win  against  rival 
College  of  DuPage  76-70,  in  front 
of  a packed  house  at  the  JJC  gym. 

In  the  second  half.  JJC’s  zone 
defense  broke  down,  and  things  got 
ugly.  Bolstered  by  spot-up  shooting 
and  beautiful  ball  movement, 
DuPage  rallied  in  the  later  stages  of 
the  game.  DuPage’s  Junquil  Barrett 
and  Kishum  Tyler  led  the  second- 
half  surge,  blistering  the  Wolves 
defense  with  a bevy  of  shots  from 
downtown. 

In  the  first  half,  Joliet  was  mas- 
terful, sinking  four  3-point  baskets 
on  their  first  four  possessions  early 
in  the  game,  compliments  of  Chris 
Buchanan  and  Larry  McGee,  lead- 
ing them  to  a halftime  lead  of  43- 
25. 

In  an  effort  to  deny  the  Wolves' 
big  men  the  ball,  COD  played  a 2-3 
zone  defense.  On  this  night,  if  the 
long  shot  was  there,  they  were  go- 
ing to  take  it. 

In  all,  17  3-pointers  were  made 
by  the  Wolves.  COD  head  coach 
Don  Klass  seemed  agitated  by  his 
team’s  defense  throughout  the 
game,  most  notably  when  throwing 
his  notepad  on  the  court  and  kick- 
ing his  chair. 

The  Chaparrals  clawed  their 
way  back  from  a 19-point  second- 
half  deficit  to  take  a 68-67  lead 
when  COD’s  Barrett  gave  an  instru- 
mental dish  to  Tyler  for  a lay-up 
with  4 minutes  to  play.  JJC  head 
coach  Joe  Kuhn  then  called  a 
timeout. 

As  shouts  of  “You  from  Gary, 
boy!”  referring  to  McGee’s  home- 
town in  Indiana,  rang  around  the 
gym,  the  Wolves  recaptured  the  lead 
on  a silky-smooth  slam  by  Will 


Stephenson  that  seemed  the  shake 
the  gym  like  it  did  the  rim. 

When  asked  after  the  game 
what  his  plan  was  going  into  the 
game  was,  Stephenson  said,  “I  just 
wanted  to  play  good  defense,  and 
get  the  zone  to  work.”  After  the 
timeout,  in  the  last  3 minutes  of  the 
game,  that’s  exactly  what  JJC  did. 


Stephenson  recorded  two 
flashy  dunks  in  the  game. 
Bucannan  scored  23  points. 
Stephenson  and  McGee  recorded 
in  13  and  35,  respectively,  in  the 
victory. 

The  Region  IV  Tournament 
starts  March  3 at  Oakton  Commu- 
nity College. 


"The  day  I started  taking  advantage  of  the  UPS  Earn  and 
Learn''  Program  they  took  care  of  everything.  All  the  fees, 
all  the  books  and  I definitely  recommend  UPS." 


OPS  salutes  Jacob  and  his  intelligent 
solution  t©  furthering  his  education. 


Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay  for,  you  might  want  to 
consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS,  which  provides  a nice  paycheck  and  benefits. 
Qualify  for  our  Earn  and  Learn'  Program,  and  you'll  also  receive  help  with  your 
education-related  expenses. 

Learn  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities  at  the  UPS  Hodgkins  Facility 
(l-SS  & 1-294  • South  Suburbs)  and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn'  Program  offered  through 
joliet  junior  College  today!  Please  contact  Essence  Brass  at:  708-670-4637  or  visit: 
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Get  as  much  as 
$23,000*  in  College 
Financial  Assistance 
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■ MEN’S  BASKETBALL 

" RECORD  N4C  RANK 

■ 20-8  6-3  NR 

l Feb.  14  - JJC  76,  College  of 

■ Dai  Page  70 

■ The  JJC  men's  basketball  team 
B defeated  N4C  conference 

■ opponent  College  of  DuPage  by  a 

■ score  of  76-70.  Leading  the  way 
for  the  Wolves  was  Chris 

■ Buchanan  with  23  points.  Larry 

■ McGee  added  15  points,  while 

a Will  Stephenson  scored  13  points. 

■ Joe  Jimenez  and  Oscar  Murphy 

■ each  chipped  in  with  9 points.  “We 
B have  the  chance  to  win  20  games 

■ which  would  be  nice,”  Coach  Jog 

■ Kuhn  said.  “We're  doing  some 
B nice  things  right  now.” 

■ Feb.  11 -JJC  57,  Harper 
" College  50 

■ The  JJC  men's  basketball  team 

■ defeated  N4C  conference 

B opponent  Harper  College  by  a 

■ score  of  57-50.  Leading  the  way 

■ for  the  Wolves  was  Chris 

B Buchanan  with  21  points.  Oscar 

■ Murphy  scored  9 points,  while 

■ Larry  McGee  chipped  in  with  6 
B points.  “This  was  the  best 

■ defensive  game  we've  played,” 

■ Coach  Joe  Kuhn  said.  “Harper  is 
B averaging  85  points,  so  to  limit 

■ them  to  50  points  is  a leather  in 

■ our  defensive  caps." 

■ Feb.  9 - JJC  79,  South  Suburban 

■ College  74  - OT 

B The  JJC  men's  basketball  team 

■ defeated  non-conference  opponent 

■ South  Suburban  College  with  a 
B 79-74  overtime  win.  The  Wolves 

■ were  fed  by  Will  Stephenson  with 

■ 26  points.  Chris  Buchanan  scored 
B 22  points,  while  Larry  McGee  had 

■ 13  points.  “With  five  games 

■ remaining,  we  just  need  to  tighten 
B up  a few  things,"  Coach  Joe  Kuhn 

■ said.  "1  still  believe  that  we  can 

V...... 


make  some  noise  during  our  last 
regular-season  games,  not  to 
mention  to  postseason." 

WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 
24-4  9-0  4 

Feb.  14  - #4  JJC  90,  #5  College 
of  DuPage  82 

The  JJC  women’s  basketball  team 
defeated  N4C  conference  opponent 
College  of  DuPage  by  a score  of 
90-82.  Leading  the  way  for  the 
Lady  Wolves  was  Stacy  LaBuhn 
with  19  points  and  6 assists.  Kim 
Wingfield  came  ofT  the  bench  and 
posted  15  points.  Erica  Lee.  Erin 
Novak,  and  Heather  Graefnitz  each 
scored  1 1 points.  “DuPage  is 
tough,"  Coach  Tony  Giesc  said. 
“I’m  proud  of  our  team  the  way  we 
pulled  this  win  out." 

Feb.  11  - #4  JJC  85,  Harper 
College  59 

The  JJC  women’s  basketball  team 
defeated  N4C  conference  opponent 
Harper  College  by  a score  of  85- 
59.  The  Lady  Wolves  were  led  by 
Erica  Lee  with  26  points,  shooting 
77%  from  the  field.  Heather 
Graefnitz  had  18  points  and 
Meaghan  Price  scored  16  points 
and  had  a team-high  7 rebounds. 
Stacy  LaBuhn  chipped  in  with  8 
points  and  14  assists.  “We  had  a 
terrible  first  half,"  Coach  Tony 
Giesc  said.  “We  came  out  without 
any  energy,  but  we  refocused  in 
the  second  half." 


LADY  WOLVES  from  page  12 


The  Lady  Wolves  responded  by 
going  on  a 19-4  run  to  an  80-63  ad- 
vantage with  5 minutes  to  play  in  the 
contest.  The  penetration  earned  four 
straight  trips  to  the  charity  stripe  as 
a result  of  sloppy  defense  by  the 
Chaparrals. 

COD  fouled  often  late  in  the 
game  in  their  comeback  bid.  The 
Lady  Wolves  converted  all  eight  of 
their  free  throw  attempts  late  in  the 
game  to  secure  the  victory. 

A total  team  effort  was  shown 
by  the  number-four  nationally  ranked 
Lady  Wolves.  Kim  Wingfield  scored 
15  points  off  the  bench.  Heather 
Graefnitz  and  Ericka  Lee  added  1 1 . 

COD  got  off  to  a fast  start,  stay- 
ing with  JJC  for  the  first  10  minutes 
of  the  game.  The  Lady  Wolves  took 
the  lead  for  good  after  LaBuhn's 
three-point  basket,  to  make  the  score 
18-15  in  JJC’s  favor. 

Wingfield  agreed  that  it  was  a 
team  effort  for  the  Lady  Wolves. 

“We  tried  to  keep  our  intensity 


up  and  tried  to  gel  everyone  in- 
volved,” she  said.  “Unselfishness 
was  the  key  tonight,  and  we  ex- 
ecuted team  play  well.” 

The  win  clinches  the  confer- 
ence championship  for  the  Lady 
Wolves.  Both  teams  have  league 
games  remaining.  The  Lady  Wolves 
need  to  win  one  to  secure  an  out- 
%right  title. 

This  season  marks  the  first  in 
years  that  JJC  has  swept  the  season 
series  with  COD.  The  Lady  Wolves 
won  a close  74-70  contest  in  Glen 
Ellyn  on  Jan.  24. 

The  Lady  Wolves  have  won  the 
conferenece  championship  for  the 
first  time  in  ten  years.  By  winning 
their  season  finale,  they  could  be  the 
first  team  ever  to  finish  the  confer- 
ence season  undefeated. 

The  playoffs  are  soon  ap- 
proaching. JJC  will  travel  to  Oaklon 
Community  College  Thursday, 
March  2 for  the  first  round  of  the 
Region  IV  Tournament. 


BASEBALL  from  page  10 


said  King.  “We  have  several  op- 
tions." The  players  vying  for  the  fi- 
nal starting  spot  in  the  infield  include 
sophomore  Nick  Harvey  and  fresh- 
man Dan  Lawton. 

Center  field  has  recently  been 
vacated  by  a torn  labrum  suffered  by 
sophomore  Brett  Adamson.  An  iden- 
tical injury  has  befallen  freshman 
pitcher  Joe  Colbert. 


Several  freshmen  will  be  com- 
peting for  the  final  outfield  spot. 

The  Wolves  begin  their  season 
on  March  3 when  they  will  be 
hosted  by  St.  Catharine  College 
(Catharine,  KY)  as  part  of  their  7- 
day  southern  spring  trip. 

They  return  for  their  first  home 
game  on  March  1 2 at  noon  versus 
College  of  Lake  County. 
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CONFERENCE 

CHAMPIONS! 


4th-ranked  Lady  Wolves  clinch  conference, 
sweep  season  series  with  5th-ranked  COD 


Freshman  Erin  Novak  battles  two  College  of  DuPage  defenders  In  a win  on  Feb.  14  over  the  Chaparrals.  Novak 
scored  a total  of  10  points  against  the  number  five  ranked  team  In  the  country.  Novak,  from  Plainfield  South  High 
School,  has  been  a total  team  player  this  season. 


Jim  Nelson 


Sports  Editor 

The  Lady  Wolves  (23-4,  8-0) 
extended  their  winning  streak  to  14 
games  and  clinched  the  conference 
title  with  a hard-fought  90-82  team 
victory  over  rival  College  of 
DuPage  (17-9,  6-2)  on  Feb.  14. 
Their  previous  loss  was  on  Jan.  5. 

“Unbelievable,"  said  JJC  head 
coach  Tony  Giese  of  his  team’s  play 


in  a game  that  was  never  out  of 
reach  for  COD. 

Leading  the  way  for  JJC  was 
Stacey  LaBuhn  with  19  points.  The 
team  had  seven  players  in  double 
figures  for  the  evening.  Deanna 
Tidwell  recorded  another  double- 
double with  10  points  and  14  re- 
bounds. 

The  Chaparrals  began  the  sec- 
ond half  down  by  a score  of  45-41 
to  the  Lady  Wolves.  JJC  climbed  to 


a 59-51  lead  with  12:57  remaining 
in  the  game.  The  Lady  Wolves 
seemed  to  be  in  control  of  the  game 
at  that  point  but  quickly  saw  their 
lead  diminish  to  2,  leading  61-59 
with  10  minutes  to  play.  Giese  then 
called  for  a timeout. 

“1  told  the  team  that  we  needed 
to  find  a good  shot,”  said  Giese. 
“We  needed  to  penetrate  more  and 
turn  our  shots  into  scores.” 

See  LADY  WOLVES  on  page  II 
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Sports  Editor 


1 would  like  to  think  that  a 
good  portion  of  the  Blazer’s  read- 
ers caught  at  least  a glimpse  of  the 
world’s  most  famous  collage  of 
sporting  events.  No,  I'm  not  talk- 
ing about  SportsCenter.  I’m  talk- 
ing about  the  Olympic  Games. 

Nations  from  around  the 
globe  compete  in  this  athletic  phe- 
nomenon every  two  years.  If  you 
like  to  see  the  true  meaning  of 
sports  without  all  of  the  glamour 
of  an  end-zone  celebration  or  a 
new  Nike  shoe  commercial,  these 
games  are  for  you. 

America  has  become  fasci- 
nated with  superstars  to  an  un- 
healthy extent.  I guarantee  you,  if 
1 ask  a group  of  people  which  NBA 
star  the  sexy  Eva  Longoria  is  dat- 
ing, or  what  U.S.  snowboarder  just 
won  gold  in  the  men’s  half-pipe, 
most  would  answer  the  first  ques- 
tion. 

The  answer  is  San  Antonio 
Spurs  point  guard  Tony  Parker. 

Oh,  you  want  the  answer  to 
the  second  question?  Look  it  up 
on  the  internet.  It  would  be  good 
for  you. 

The  Olympic  Games  are  spe- 
cial for  many  reasons.  There  is  a 
“pure”  love  for  sports  in  the 
Games  that  doesn’t  always  exist 
within  professional  sports.  The 
Olympic  athletes  do  it  for  the  love 
of  competition,  the  love  of  their 
sport,  and  most  importantly,  the 
love  for  their  nation. 

Athletes  from  around  the 
world  take  pride  in  representing 
their  respective  nations  at  the 
Games.  You  could  see  it  in  the  eyes 
of  the  hundreds  of  U.S.  athletes  at 
the  2004  Athens  Games.  You 
could  see  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  one 
representative  of  Belgium  in  the 
1998  Nagano  Games.  The  loneli- 
ness of  being  the  only  athlete  rep- 
resenting your  country  is  over- 


“pure  ” love  for  sports 
come  by  the  immense  pride  felt 
by  representing  that  country. 

Most  notably  in  my  mind  was 
seeing  the  Iraqi  National  Team 
prance  into  the  Opening  Ceremo- 
nies in  Athens  four  years  ago. 
They  had  so  much  pride  in  their 
country,  and  were  so  proud  to  be 
in  a position  to  compete  in  the 
Games  from  which  their  tyrant, 
Saddam  Hussein,  had  forbidden 
them. 

And  when  athletes  medal  in 
an  event,  they  stand  atop  a po- 
dium. They  have  a moment  in  the 
spotlight.  While  the  national  an- 
them of  their  country  plays  in  the 
background,  they  often  shed  a 
tear,  or  try  not  to. 

Fans  from  all  over  the  world 
wave  their  nation’s  flags  with 
pride. 

The  Swiss  ring  their  cow 
bells.  The  Mexican’s  wear  their 
sombreros. 

And  when  it  comes  down  to 
it,  all  of  the  athletes  are  cheered 
for  by  the  fans.  It  doesn’t  matter 
what  country  they  are  from.  It  is 
the  accomplishment  of  winning  an 
Olympic  medal  in  itself  that  is 
admirable. 

You  see,  there  is  so  much 
more  to  the  Games  then  any  pro- 
fessional sport  could  offer.  There 
is  love,  pride,  and  competition  all 
rolled  into  one. 

Now,  maybe  America’s  best 
basketball  players  will  listen  and 
quit  finding  reasons  why  they 
can’t  go  to  the  Games  to  represent 
the  United  States.  If  they  gave  it  a 
chance,  they  might  like  it.  I don’t 
think  Michael  Jordan  regrets  go- 
ing to  Barcelona  in  1992. 

It  should  be  nothing  short  of 
one  of  the  greatest  honors  in  sports 
to  be  considered  to  play  for  the 
U.S.  Olympic  team  in  any  sport. 

At  the  same  time,  the  people 
of  America  should  feel  that  same 
pride  when  watching  the  games 
from  their  living  rooms. 

There  is  a serious  problem  in 
America  when  the  Fox  hit 
“American  Idol’  has  twice  as 
many  viewers  as  the  Olympics  do. 

America  needs  to  wake  up. 
This  is  your  nation.  You  should  be 
proud  to  support  our  athletes. 


Athletes  of  the  Issue 

Chris  Buchanan 

Buchanan,  a freshman  from 
Providence  Catholic  High  School, 
leads  the  Wolves  in  scoring  with 
21 .7  ppg.  He  has  become  a key 
player  on  the  Wolves  squad 
looking  to  defend  its  regional 
championship  from  2005.  In  recent 
victories  over  South  Suburban, 
Harper  and  College  of  DuPage,  he 
led  the  team  in  scoring. 

Erika  Lee 

Lee  recently  received  the  NJCAA 
Division  III  Women’s  Basketball 
Player  of  the  Week  honors.  A 
sophomore  from  Joliet  Township. 
Lee  earned  the  award  with  stellar 
play  in  three  victories  over  Triton 
(66-38),  South  Suburban  (65-53) 
and  Harper  (85-59).  She  averaged 
21.0  points,  5.0  rebounds,  2.0 
assists  and  2.0  steals  in  the  games. 


In  this 
issue  of 
the 

Blazer... 


Is  H.R.  4437,  which  targets 
illegal  immigration  reform, 
a solid  policy?  Find  out 
what  Luke  and  Jim  think  in 
this  issue's ... 

Psirt- 

Counter-Pdnt 

(page  3) 


‘Bye  8ye  Birdie’  had  an 
excelent  flight  at  JJC.  Too 
bad  it  had  to  land  so  soon! 


(page  5) 


What  do 
WGN  Radio 
and  JJC 
have  in 
common? 

You’re  going 
to  have  to  read  to  find  out! 

(page  8) 


Wolves, 

Western 

Wisconsin 

Tech  in 

baseball 

double- 

header. 
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Board  approves 
tuition  increase; 
Ross  to  leave  early 


usmmusim 

Co-Editor 

At  its  March  14  meeting,  the 
JJC  Board  of  Trustees  approved  a 
$2  per  credit  hour  tuition  increase 
and  a request  for  President  J.D. 
Ross’  early  retirement. 

The  tuition  increase  will  be  ef- 
fective for  the  fall  2006  semester. 
The  funds  received  from  the  in- 
crease will  be  used  to  expand  aca- 
demic programs  at  JJC,  particularly 
the  nursing  and  laboratory  science 
programs,  according  to  Board 
Chairman  Jim  McFarland. 

JJC  hopes  to  add  more  science 
labs  and  reconcile  the  two-year  wait 
for  enrollment  in  the  nursing  pro- 
gram. 

McFarland  said  the  tuition  in- 
crease will  provide  approximately 
$480,000  in  additional  revenue  to 
JJC.  The  members  of  the  Student 
Government  present  at  the  meeting 
unanimously  approved  the  tuition 
increase. 

“We  have  always  enjoyed  the 
students"  support  on  tuition  and  will 
continue  to  receive  input  from  the 
students  as  the  budget  is  put  to- 
gether,” McFarland  said. 

President  Ross,  who  had  been 
planning  to  retire  on  June  3 1 , 2006, 
requested  that  the  board  move  his 
retirement  to  the  May  12  spring 
commencement. 

In  an  e-mail  sent  to  the  campus 
community,  Ross  cited  personal  rea- 
sons for  his  early  retirement  and 
denied  rumors  that  “I  was  asked  to 
leave  early,  that  I requested  to  leave 
early  because  the  board  rejected  a 
recommendation  from  me  or  that  I 
have  other  employment  which 


cessitates  my  early  departure. 

The  board  approved  Ross’  re- 
quest and  appointed  Dave  Agazzi, 
vice  president  of  business  services 
at  JJC,  to  serve  as  interim  president 
from  May  1 3 until  June  3 1 . 

“It  is  an  honor  to  be  appointed 
interim  president  of  this  great  com- 
munity college,”  Agazzi  said. 

“I  want  the  campus  community 
to  know  that  I am  there  for  them  to 
address  any  issues  or  concerns.  As 
for  the  student  population,  I want 
to  assure  them  that  my  door  will  be 
open  to  them,  just  as  President  Ross’ 
was.” 

On  July  1,  Eugenia  Prouix  of 
the  Community  College  of  Balti- 
more County  (Maryland)  will  lake 
over  as  JJC  president. 

"I’m  passionate  about  the  work 
of  community  colleges  in  the  higher 
education  arena,”  Prouix  said.  She 
added,  “I  will  bring  you  my  experi- 
ences at  a private  university  and 
four  community  colleges,  two  of 
which  are  multi-campuses,  as  well 
as  the  many  experiences  I have 
gained  as  an  accreditation  team 
chair.  These  are  things  that  have 
enabled  me  to  envision  ‘what  can 
be’  as  contrasted  to  ‘what  is.”’ 

Ross  said,  “It  has  been  a privi- 
lege to  work  at  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege for  almost  32  years.  I will  miss 
the  students  and  tire  staff,  but  there 
comes  a time  when  we  must  all 
move  on,  and  my  time  has  arrived. 
It  will  be  great  to  leave  with  the 
graduating  class.  I am  grateful  for 
the  support  that  I have  received 
from  all  constituent  groups  of  the 
college.  I take  many  great  memo- 
; with 


Band  memebers  Terry  Morrow.  Nick  McLenighan,  and  Greg  Atitop  of  the  local  bend  Ryan's  Hope  played  a St 
Patrick's  Day  show  here  at  JJC.  Rockin'  In  the  Wolves’  Den  featured  other  local  bands  Project:  Threeville.  Wade, 
and  The  Virgin  Spring.  The  show  was  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  Student  Activites. 

Bands  perform  at  the  ‘Wolves’ Den' 


! Production  Manager 

On  Friday,  March  1 7,  JJC 
from  being  an  everyday  col- 
to  a show  venue  for  students 
)ir.e  enjoy  some  good  com- 
' and  even  better  music  dur- 
lockin’  in  the  Wolves'  Den, 
sored  by  the  Office  of  Stu- 
Activities. 

The  colleges  hosted  local 
!s  Project:  Threeville,  Wade, 
Virgin  Spring,  and  Ryan's 
e. 

“We’ve  always  wanted  to 
isor  an  event  like  this  that  stu- 
s could  enjoy,  and  this  just 
red  like  a great  time  to  hold 


’ said  Lailrie  Bierman  of  OSA. 

Dustin  Huckstep,  sophomore 
JJC  student  and  lead  vocalist  and 
guitarist  of  the  band  Wade,  had  pre- 
viously played  some  acoustic  shows 
on  the  bridge  here  at  JJC.  “I  had  al- 
ways wanted  to  get  my  whole  band 
together  so  people  could  get  to  hear 
what  we  sound  like  as  a whole,"  said 
Huckstep. 

Wade,  including  band  mem- 
bers Huckstep,  Gandhi  Schlote 
(guitar/vocals)  and  Sean  Hopkins 
(bass)  is  known  to  their  listeners  as 
having  a different  sound  than  most 
local  bands.  “We  definitely  have  a 
rock-blues  sound  that  is  unique," 
said  Huckstep.  Another  band  that  is 
known  for  having  an  original  sound 


Plainfield  band  Project 
Threeville. 

Band  members  Dave  Nolden 
(vocals/guitar),  Joe  Sowinski 
(drums/percussion),  Eric  Mehon 
(bass/vocals)  and  Blake  Moore 
(keyboards/vocals)  all  agree  that 
their  favorite  song  to  play  is 
“Nineteen-Thirteen.” 

“It  incorporates  all  of  the  ele- 
ments we  like  to  put  in  songs-- 
moving  vocal  harmonies,  unortho- 
dox time  signatures,  sarcasm,  sec- 
tions that  groove  and  sections  that 
rock,"  said  Nolden. 

Another  band  with  an  experi- 

See  ROCK-N-ROLL 
on  page  6 


Gender  and  spirituality  discussed  at  brown  bag 


religiosity  and  the 
impact  it  has  on 
gender,  at  the 
Brown  Bag 
lecture  held  on 
Thursday,  March 


Issues  present 
within  gender  and 
Visit 
www.jjc.edu  for 
more  information 
about  Brown  Bag 
lectures. 


Co-Editor 

Dr.  Roya  Falahi-Kharaghani, 
professor  of  sociology  and  anthro- 
pology in  the  Social  Sciences  De- 
partment, spoke  on  issues  of  gen- 
der and  spirituality  at  the  Brown 
Bag  lecture  held  on  Thursday, 
March  2.  Among  the  topics  dis- 
cussed were  relationships  between 
men  and  women  within  three  ma- 
jor religious  traditions:  Judaism, 
Christianity  and  Islam. 

Kharaghani  opened  the  discus- 
sion with  interesting  statistics. 

“In  the  United  States  alone, 
there  are  currently  over  1,300  dif- 
ferent religious  denominations, 
sects  and  cults,"  Kharaghani  said. 
“Seventy  percent  are  members  of 
a church,  synagogue  or  mosque, 
while  96  percent  profess  beliefs  in 
a personal  god." 


According  to  many  sociologi- 
cal studies,  Kharaghani  said, 
women  are  found  to  be  more  de- 
voted to  their  faith,  more  likely  to 
attend  religious  services  and  more 
likely  to  follow  religious  doctrine. 
Because  of  these  specific  studies, 
•women  are  considered  to  have  a 
higher  degree  of  religiosity. 

However,  this  does  not  mean 
that  men  don't  have  any  religiosity 
at  all.  In  fact,  Kharaghani  said  that 
sociological  research  has  found  that 
men  have  a very  high  degree  of  re- 
ligiosity if  they  display  feminine 
characteristics;  that  is,  if  they  are  not 
overtly  patriarchal  within  a religious 
system. 

“Despite  women’s  greater  de- 
votion, (Judaism,  Christianity  and 
Islam)  have  been  overwhelmingly 
patriarchal,"  Kharaghani  said.  She 
said  that  these  three  major  religious 


traditions  have  a long  history  of 
being  controlled  by  men;  that  is, 
only  men  were  allowed  to  interpret 
scripture  and  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  higher  power. 

“Although  religion  has  signifi- 
cantly contributed  to  the  oppression 
of  women  ...religious  principles 
have  also  inspired  many  to  work  for 
social  and  economic  justice,” 
Kharaghani  said. 

Kharaghani  said  that  a theory 
' of  sex  differences  in  religiosity  has 
focused  on  the  division  of  men  and 
women  in  the  domestic  and  public 
sphere.  In  many  socities  women  are 
responsible  to  care  for  the  home  and 
children,  while  men  leave  the  home 
to  work  in  the  public  sphere.  Even 
though  there  have  been  significant 

See  BROWN  BAG  on 
page  6 
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BLAZER  VIEW 


Renewal  of  Patriot  Act 
raises  Blazer  eyebrows 

ur,  .>r.)  ii  wuiTisni  ihi'v  cjiii  silso  listen  iu  oil  u while  until  people  can  deba 


a while  until  people  can  debale  over 
phone  calls,  read  your  e-niails,  its  exislenee. 

credit  card  information,  We  at  the  Blazer  also  feel  that 


ir  bank  records  and 
i\v  the  books  you  cheeked  o 


We  at  the  Blazer  are  surprised  out  a warrant,  they  can  also  listen 
with  the  renewal  of  the  U.S.A.  Pa-  y 
triot  Act,  a document  that  strips  a 
Americans  of  their  Constitutional  track 
rights  and  personal  freedoms.  view 

The  act  was  renewed  oil  March  library 
10  by  the  Senate  and  signed  by  the  Supporters  of  th 

president.  What  surprises  us  is  the 
fact  that  most  senators  liardly  spoke 
in  disagreement  of  it  and  quickly  re- 
newed it  without  dealing  with  its 

problems.  .. ~ ~ . . 

The  act,  passed  in  2001  shortly  through  your  tilings  or  accessing  your  It  is  pointless  for  us  to  keep  re- 
ntier the  9/1 1 attacks,  the  adminislra-  credit  card  number?  None  of  us  at  the  pealing  the  dangers  of  what  can  hap- 

a tiv.ii  ili»  Rlaw.r liWftifluii  Men.  nen  dcodIc  imiore  the  threats  to  their 


politicians  should  have  beeu 

vocal  about  the  act’s  serious  issues 

(like  searching  without  a warrant)  bc- 
rguethat  if  fore  the  renewal  process.  In  2001. 
innocent  and  not  engaging  in  ter-  only  one  senator  voted  against  the  act. 


ronsrn.  then  they  have  notliing 
about.  However,  even  if  one  is  mno 
I.  (heir  privacy  is  still  in  jeopardy 


Most  didn't  even  read  the  act  before 
it  was  passed,  let  alone  disagree  with 
for  fear  of  being  labeled  a traitor  of 


Would  you  like  an  official  rummaging  terrorist  sy  mpathizer. 

.1 i.’  .1.: u ,o  o. 


i told  the  American  people  that  tin 
act  was  passed  iu  order  to  combat 
terrorism. 

However,  the  act’s  many  sec- 
tions and  clauses  show  another  side 
to  its  foundation  of  protecting  the 
United  Slates  from  ~ 
this  document,  not 
and  government  officials  search  y 


pen  people  ignore  the  threats  to  their 
personal  freedom.  However,  we  at  the 


Blazer  like  that  idea 

Time  aud  time  again,  ..  ~ 

shown  what  can  happen  if  people  do  Blazer  feel  that  it  doesn’t  hurt  to  gen- 
nothing in  the  face  of  the  serious  mis-  tly  remind  people  of  their  unaware- 
use  of  power,  they  relinquish  their  per-  ness. 

„,ww„Ui . ...w  sonal  liberties  and  human  rights  for  the 
r.  Because  of  illusion  of  safety.  The  Patriot  Act  is  a 
police  brilliant  tool  used  by  an  administration 
to  keep  the  populous  in  a slate  of  fear. 


home  and  personal  belongings  with-  and  now' with  its  renewal,  it  will  be  quite 


A great  man  by  the  name  of  Ben- 
jamin Frauklin  once  said,  “he  who 
sacrifices  freedom  for  security  de- 
serves neither."  In  this  day  and  age, 
Ben  s quote  is  being  realized. 


Ryn’s  Rumblings... 


Learning  the  ropes  through  letters  from  readers... 

It's  been  a bit  of  a boring  year  here 
at  the  Blazer.  And  I mean  boring  in 
the  sense  that  not  one  letter  to  the 
editor  has  been  sent  to  our  office. 
Part  of  the  job  of  a student 


Production  Manager 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Blazer,  I 
wrote  a column  that  was  titled, 
"What's  so  great  about  prerequi- 
sives.  anyway?”  From  wbal  1 under- 
stand. (his  column  ha 


with  what  I said.  I am  not  retract- 
ing anything.  I really  do  dislike  pre- 
req  classes. 

But  I can  honestly  say  that  25 
percent  of  that  column  was  me  be- 
ing dead-on  serious,  and  the  other 
75  percent  was  me  over-exaggerat- 


ing. 


In  no  way  was  I saying  that  the 


newspaper,  or  any  paper,  is  to  cre- 
ate dialogue  between  the  commu- 
nity about  new  s or  opinion.  I wrote 
column,  which,  for  anyone  who 


professors  that  teach  prerequisites  does  not  know,  is  an  opinion  piece. 


Blazer.  I read  the  column  again  and 
again  to  make  sure  I did  not  break  I do  realize  that  I will  need  to  know 


It  doesn’t  mean  that  I am  always 
ight.  or  that  people  will  ahvay's 
To  be  honest,  my 
them.  I just  wish  that  some  of  editors,  and  my  advisor  didn’t  nec- 
thera  had  more  to  do  and  could  be  essarily  agree  with  everything  I 


value,  or  that 

mused  a bit  dent  shouldn’t  take  them  seriously 
of  a ruckus.  So  much  that  I,  at  first,  I take  the  classes,  and  I do  my  best  agree  with 
wanted  to  quit  my  job  for  fear  that  I 
may  instead  lose  my  job  here  at  the 

e related  to  the  goals  that  I hold. 


y of  the  rules  that  I have  studied 
throughout  my  career  as  a journal- 
ist. 1 couldn’t  find  anything. 

I’m  not  saying  that  I was  wrong 
for  what  I wrote,  or  that  I disagree 


i lot  of  what  I am  learning  now  to 


rote  in  the  last  column.  Bui  it  ’ 
y opinion. 

And  finally,  I get  to  hear  the 


successfully  be  able  to  cover  the  opinions  of  others.  I get  to  learn  and 
news  in  the  future.  broaden  my  horizons  and  perspec- 

With  that  said,  I feel  like  I 


lually  did  accomplish  something. 
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fives  by  reading  about  what  others 
think  and  feel. 

The  whole  point  of  me,  or  any- 
one on  this  staff,  working  on  this 
papier  is  to  learn.  I am  a professional 
in  the  sense  that  I do  have  my  work 
published,  and  I have  a responsibil- 
ity to  rules  and  laws,  but  I am  also  a 
professional-in-training.  I am  learn- 
ing the  ropes,  as  some  may  say,  and 
before,  it  was  so  hard  to  write  some- 
times, because  it  felt  like  no  one  was 
reading. 

But  I was  wrong.  People, 
whether  they  are  staff  or  students, 
do  read  our  paper,  and  hearing  a 
response  to  that  is  not  only  helping 
me  to  learn,  but  it  makes  us  all  grow 
as  people.  It  takes  guts  to  put  vour 
face,  words,  and  work  in  any  publi- 
cation. whether  you  do  it  on  a regu- 
lar basis  or  just  as  a reader  writing 
a letter  to  the  editor. 

This  issue.  I’m  cutting  myself 
off  early  so  the  letters  we  got  can 
be  published.  And  I thank  the 
people  that  wrote  them,  because 
without  readers  like  you.  I wouldn't 
be  able  to  learn,  think,  grow  and 
flourish  into  the  writer  that  I some- 
day hope  to  be. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Readers  respond  to  column 


To  the  Blazer 

Tliis  letter  is  in  response  to  the  col- 
umn written  by  Erin  Guzik  in  the  Febru- 
ary 22  issue  of  your  newspaper  titled 
“What’s  so  great  about  prerequisites’" 
Ordinarily  I do  not  bother  to  react  to  col- 
umns-but  sometimes  a position  is  pijt 
forth  that  rankles  so  deeply,  lliat  penetrates 
so  far  beneath  a reader's  skin,  that  frus- 
tration overcomes  letliargv.  and  one  must 
react.  If  the  purpose  of  a column  is  to  raise 
public  ire.  then.  Miss  Guzik.  you  have 
been  wildly  successful. 

First  of  all.  I believe  you  tire  inac- 
curate in  labeling  your  target.  A prerequi- 
site is  sometliing  necessary  or  required  for 
the  achievement  of  a desired  end.  In  an 
academic  context,  it  involves  preliminary 
course  work  needed  to  gain  mastery  of 
more  advanced  content  or  skills  in  (he 
same  discipline  I don't  tlnnk  that  was 
what  you  meant  to  attack. 

No  matter  how  ready  you  feel  you 
are  to  enter  the  world  of  work,  do  you  re- 
ally believe  that  you  would  be  put  in 
charge  of  editorial  comment  for  that 
"fabulous  magazine"  if  you  were  not  ex- 
perienced in  writing  cogent  news  articles? 
Your  description  of  what  is  frustrating  you 
makes  it  appear  tliat  what  you  are  really 
against  are  not  prerequisites  but  general 
education  requirements — popularly 
termed  "gen-eds."  This  is  a different  mat- 
ter. and  it  raises  issues  tliat  have  been 
around  far  longer  than  you  and  I. 

There  is  a long-standing  tension,  go- 
ing back  at  least  to  the  age  of  the  Greeks, 
between  the  necessity  of  making  a living 
aDd  the  desire  to  make  a life.  Gen-eds  were 
created  because  college-educated  people 
are  expected  to  develop  more  than  the 
basic  skills  needed  to  cam  an  income. 
They  should  understand  the  basic  tenets 
of  science;  they  should  appreciate  the  arts; 
they  should  have  knowledge  of  the  mak- 
ings and  workings  of  society,  and  they 
should  have  the  ability  to  reason  and  cx- 


pres 


tlicr 


both  i 


ting  a 


mathematically. 

Impatient  or  materialistic  people  ar- 
gue that  what  colleges  should  do  is  train 
students  for  and  in  the  most  recent  tech- 
nical innovations  so  that  they  can  become 
employable  and  productive  citizens.  Em- 
ployability and  the  ability  to  pull  in  an 
adequate  salary  are  essential  goals  to  be 
attained  by  education,  but  the  hazard  in 
believing  they  are  the  only  goals  lies  first 
in  limiting  an  individual's  perception  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  in  life,  and  sec- 
ondly in  blunting  society’s  perception  of 
what  education  means. 

If  education's  only  purpose  is  to 
quickly  fit  us  for  employment,  then  we 


have  lost  the  larger  vision  of  what  our 
society  can  and  should  be  capable  of  do- 
ing. We  need  the  dreamers  among  us,  we 
need  the  visionaries,  and  we  need  those 
who  have  searched  widely  enough  and 
long  enough  that  they  can  see  all  the  di- 
mensions and  permutations  of  the  issues 
of  the  day 

Miss  Guzik.  you  said  you  want  to 
be  a journalist.  I liavc  a question  lor  you: 
of  what  shall  you  write?  Will  it  be  of  war 
in  a foreign  land?  But  how  am  you  write 
of  such  wars  if  you  know  nothing  of  the 
people  (hat  reside  there,  nor  of  the  struc- 
ture or  history  of  your  own  government, 
nor  of  the  long  sweep  of  religious,  etluuc 
.and  economic  conflicts  that  led  to  such  a 

Perliaps.  instead,  you  hope  to  cover 
major  domestic  disasters,  like  Hurricane 
Katrina.  How  could  you  write  about 
Katrina  if  you  know  nothing  about  the 
genesis  of  tropical  storms,  of  why  New 
Orleans  came  to  be  located  in  such  an  un- 
tenable location,  or  Teddy  Roosevelt's 
lecture  on  preserving  the  Gulf  Coast  bar- 
rier islands,  or  the  dynamics  of  nice  (or 
the  distribution  of  races)  in  the  Deep 
South? 

Maybe  you  want  to  write  about  day- 
to-day  business  affairs.  Do  you  know  wliat 
capitalism  is.  or  the  significance  of  for- 
eign debt?  Do  you  know  about  the  con- 
sumer price  index,  the  GATT  Treaty,  the 
Great  Depression,  or  how  migration  or  de- 
mographic changes  may  affect  employ- 
ment in  the  future  ? 

Perhaps  you  simply  want  to  report 
on  local  affairs.  But  what  do  you  know  of 
this  community  or  its  history?  Has  the  rate 
of  urban  expansion  here  been  a matter  of 
concern?  Do  you  know  what  industries 
provide  sustenance  to  this  locality,  or 
which  are  coming  in  or  which  are  leav- 
ing? Do  you  have  an  understanding  of  the 
interpersonal  stresses  faced  by  different 
generations  of  American  families  today. 

All  these  tilings  and  thousands  of 
others,  Erin,  are  not  learned  without  ef- 
fort. And  one  cannot  pluck  them  miracu- 
lously from  the  air  when  needed.  Educa- 
tion is  an  edifice  built  slowly  and  labori- 
ously over  time,  but  it  is  a useful,  beauti- 
ful structure,  though  it  is  never  completed. 

Erin,  the  utility  of  general  education 
courses  is  the  context  and  perspective  they 
prov  ide  of  the  world  and  your  place  in  it. 
Without  a-  liberal  education,  you  may 
make  an  excellent  copy-person,  but  you 
will  never  be  a journalist. 

Your  article  made  me  very  angry, 
Erin.  I thank  you  for  that. 

John  Schroeder 

Natural  Science  Department 


To  the  Blazer: 

Being  a fellow  journalism  major 
and  former  editor  of  The  Blazer,  I 
couldn't  help  but  pick  up  the  latest  issue 
of  The  Blazer  when  doing  some  research 
at  the  library  during  ray  spring  break 
from  Eastern.  I was  very  surprised  to  read 
the  latest  article  of  “Ryn's  Rumblings.' 
which  suggested  that  science  classes 
should  not  be  mandatory  for  non-science 
majors.  I feel  tlus  is  a terrible  idea,  espe- 
cially for  journalism  majors.  I also  hate 
math  and  science,  but  I took  the  courses 
at  JJC  that  were  most  appealing  to  my 

Although  I had  to  work  a great  deal 
harderjust  to  receive  a "B"  in  my  statis- 
tics course,  I learned  several  methods  in 
making  a survey  more  scientific.  As  you 
probably  know,  surveys  are  a very  im- 
portant source  of  information  for  jour- 
nalists. Most  of  my  upper-level  journal- 
ism courses  at  Eastern  have  required  me 
to  conduct  in-depth  surveys  of  the  stu- 
dent population,  and  my  JJC  statistics 
course  helped  me  out  a lot  in  making  my 
surveys  as  accurate  and  professional  us 
possible. 

. Also,  for  science  prerequisites.  I 


took  geology  and  environmental  biolog}', 
and  both  of  the  courses  taught  me  valu- 
able information  that  I've  had  to  use  as  a 
journalist. 

You  mentioned  sitting  beliind  a news 
desk  as  an  editor  in  your  future.  But  to 
get  to  tliat  position,  you  will  have  to  cover 
a variety  of  beats  tliat  you  may  not  know 
or  care  much  about. 

Journalism  is  not  tin  easy  field.  It  re- 
quires us  to  know  EVERYTHING  about 
the  world,  because  the  news  is  every- 
where. News  isn't  only  a concert  or  po- 
litical debate  tliat  went  on  last  night.  New  s 
is  theoretical  physioists  developing  an 
intricate  equation  known  as  "String 
Theory"  which  they  hope  will  one  day 
explain  the  entire  universe  itself.  News  is 
the  movement  of  the  tectonic  plates  and 
their  impact  on  Earth’s  geography  and 
climate. 

To  be  an  exceptional  journalist,  I rec- 
ommend tliat  you  be  well  informed  on  all 
subjects.  You  will  learn  from  other  courses 
things  that  your  English  and  journalism 
classes  cannot  teach  you. 

Jim  Allocco 

Former  Editor  of  The  Blazer 

EIU  Journalism  Student 
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Opinion 

March  22,  2006 


Luke  Hirnfer^r 


Every  one  of  us,  unless  a mem- 
ber of  a Native  American  tribe,  is 
an  immigrant  or  a descendant  of 
immigrants,  myself  included. 

1 can  trace  my  ancestors’  arrival 
to  this  country  to  the  mid  1840s, 
during  the  potato  famine.  This  was 
a time  when  Ireland’s  economy  was 
decimated,  and  most  of  the  esti- 
mated 2 million  people  who  emi- 
grated to  the  U.S.  had  no  real  op- 
tions. save  the  promise  of  a new  life 
in  the  Land  of  Opportunity. 

The  Irish  were  not  welcome  on 
these  shores  at  the  time.  They  were 
treated  as  second-class  citizens  and 
were  stereotyped  as  ignorant,  shift- 
less thieves  who  couldn’t  read  or 
write  or  hold  a job;  a general  drag 
on  the  economy.  They  were  viewed 
this  way  by  the  established  land- 
holders of  the  time,  most  of  whom, 
paradoxically,  were  only  a few  gen- 
erations removed  from  their  own 
home  countries. 

Every  wave  of  immigration  into 
the  United  States  has  faced  fear  and 
hostility,  especially  during  times  of 
economic  hardship,  political  turmoil 
or  war. 

In  1882.  Congress  passed  the 
Chinese  Exclusion  Act,  one  of  our 
nation’s  first  immigration  laws,  to 
keep  out  all  people  of  Chinese  ori- 
gin. 

During  the  “Red  Scare”  of  the 
1920s,  thousands  of  foreign-bom 
people  suspected  of  political  radi- 
calism were  arrested  and  brutalized; 
many  were  deported  without  a hear- 


ing. 


In  1 942, 1 20,000  Americans  of 
Japanese  descent  were  interned  in 
camps  until  the  end  of  World  War 
II. 

The  newest  immigration  re- 
form comes  on  the  heels  of  9/1 1 and 
the  danger  of  inadequate  border 
security.  At  issue  is  I-I.R.  4377,  the 
Border  Protection,  Antiterrorism, 
and  Illegal  Immigration  Control  Act 
of  2005.  The  bill  would  further 
militarize  ourborder  and  allow  low- 
level  immigration  officials  unprec- 
edented authority'  to  indefinitely 
detain  or  expel,  without  a hearing, 
anyone  found  within  100  miles  of 
the  border  who  is  believed  to  be 
undocumented  and  is  not  a citizen 
of  Mexico  or  Canada. 

This  bill  would  give  the  gov- 
ernment extraordinary  powers  to 
detain  non-citizens  indefinitely 
without  meaningful  review.  This 
could  place  many  non-citizens  in  a 
legal  “black  hole”  that  effectively 
subjects  them  to  a life  sentence  af- 
ter they  have  served  a criminal  sen- 
tence of  limited  duration.  In  some 
cases,  it  could  result  in  indefinite 
detention  of  non-citizens  who  have 
not  even  been  convicted  of  any 
crime,  including  those  who  have 
fled  persecution  or  who  cannot  be 
deported  because  they  would  be 

tortured  if  they  returned. 

I am  not  for  an  open-door  im- 
migration policy,  either. -There  must 
be  rigorous  processes  individuals 

See  POINT  on  page  6 


Every  wave  of  im- 
migration into  the 
United  States  has  faced 
fear  and  hostility... 

— Luke  I-Iornberger 


It  is  necessary  to  slow 
down  the  flow  of  illegal 
immigrants.  There  are 
over  8.7  million  illegal 
immigrants  in  this  coun- 
try today... 

— Jim  Nelson 


"Brown®  offers  up  to  $23,000  in 
college  education  assistance. 


Students  can  get  up  to 

$23,000* 

in  College  Financial 
Assistance! 


Now  that's  good  economics  in  my  book." 


Whether  you're  a finance  major  or  not,  we  think  the  value  is  clear.  With 
Earn  and  Learn'  from  UPS,  you  can  get  more  out  of  your  college  experience. 
It's  our  way  of  helping  you  succeed,  because  you  help  us  succeed.  That’s  just 
what  Brown  does. 


Learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  & Learn*  Program  and 
Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities  offered 
through  Joliet  Junior  College  today!  Please  contact 
Essence  Brass  at:  708-670-4637  or  visit: 
www.tipsjfflbs.com/chEcago 
Access  Code:  3306 


On  Dec.  16,  2005,  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  passed 
II.R.  4437.  the  Border  Protection. 
Anti-terrorism,  and  Illegal  Immigra- 
tion Act.  This  bill  has  caused  a lot  of 
controversy. 

Illegal  immigrant  sympathizer 
organizations  are  crying. 

I'm  celebrating. 

America  is  fed  up  with  illegal 
immigration,  and  four  years  after  9/ 

1 1 , we  have  finally  woken  up  to  put- 
ting a stop  to  it. 

Let  me  make  one  thing  clear.  I 
trust  our  government.  Therefore,  if 
the  U.S.  government  grants  citizen- 
ship to  someone,  I will  welcome  them 
as  an  American  with  open  arms.  Ev- 
erybody else  who  has  crossed  ille- 
gally or  is  reaping  the  benefits  of  liv- 
ing in  the  greatest  nation  on  earth 
without  paying  taxes  has  no  business 
living  in  this  country. 

If  they  do  it  right,  I don’t  have  a 
problem  with  immigrants  being  here. 
If  they  don’t,  they  will  get  what’s 
coming  to  them  with  this  bill,  and  I 
have  ZERO  sympathy  for  them. 

There  may  be  questions  about 
what  H.R.  4437  really  is.  It  does 
nothing  more  than  protect  our  home- 
land, just  as  you  would  with  a secu- 
rity system  in  your  home.  You  don't 
want  people  in  your  home  who  aren't 
authorized  by  you  to  be  there. 

f don’t  want  people  in  this  coun- 
try that  aren't  authorized  by  the  gov- 
ernment to  be  here,  either. 

H.R.  4437  authorizes  sections  of 
fencing,  totaling  about  700  miles,  to 
be  created  along  our  border  with 


Mexico.  This  fence  will  be  multi- 
layered. It  is  necessary  to  slow 
down  the  flow  of  illegal  immi- 
grants. There  are  over  8.7  million 
illegal  immigrants  in  this  country 
today,  according  to  the  INS. 

It  is  totally  unacceptable  that 
it  has  gotten  to  this  point. 

To  help  combat  this,  included 
in  the  bill  is  the  authorization  of 
state  and  local  law  enforcement  to 
assist  in  the  apprehension  of  ille- 
gal aliens. 

An  illegal-immigrant  sympa- 
thizer group,  The  Immigrant  Le- 
gal Resource  Center,  claims  that 
the  bill  will  make  communities 
more  dangerous,  because  the  ille- 
gal immigrants  will  be  afraid  to 
report  a fire  or  crime  because  they 
may  be  deported. 

The  authorities  do  t;ike  anony- 
mous phone  calls. 

New  penalties  are  added  for 
smuggling  aliens  across  borders  or 
committing  passport  fraud. 

The  ILRC  points  at  the  tax- 
payer burden  to  keep  non-citizens 
detained  until  decisions  on  their 
cases  have  been  made.  That  cost 
is  minimal  compared  with  the  cost 
of  federal  assistance  that  already 
benefits  the  illegal  immigrants. 
Those  benefits  include  taxpayer 
support  for  their  U.S  .-born  chil- 
dren. immunizations,  subsidized 
public  health  and  other  programs. 

See  COUNTER- 
POINT on  page  6 
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New  system  simplifies  tracking  degrees 


Staff  Writer 

Tile  JJC  Counseling  and  Ad- 
vising Department,  in  collabora- 
lion  with  Student  Aceommodations 
and  Recourses,  recently  imple- 
mented a computerized  degree 
tracking  system  called  Degree  Au- 
dit that,  by  the  Fall  semester  of 
2006.  will  allow  counselors  and 
students  to  Iraek  the  progress  of 
their  degrees  more  accurately. 

The  new  system  connects 
JJC's  course  catalog  electronically 
with  students'  academic  records  to 
facilitate  the  submission  of  degree 
applications,  review  of  degree  re- 
quirements and  approval  of  degree 

BROWN  BAG  from  page  1 


candidacy. 

Tliis  will  assist  counselors  and 
academic  advisers  to  adjust  each 
student's  schedule  according  to  his 
or  her  major. 

“It's  rearranged  to  be  specific 
to  the  degree  or  certificate  that  a 
student  is  seeking."  says  Dena 
Schlunz  of  StAR.  “Based  off  of  the 
school  system,  it  rearranges  all  of 
the  general  education  courses  to 
determine  what  needs  to  be  taken. 
We're  currently  training  counselors 
to  gel  used  to  using  it  as  an  open 
line  of  communication." 

The  training  process  is  also 
being  used  as  a tool  to  work  out 
some  of  the  temporary  kinks. 


The  new  system  will  provide 
more  pertinent  information  in  a 
clearer  format,  such  as  letting  stu- 
dents know  if  they  have  met  the 
minimum  GPA  requirements  and 
checking  to  verify  that  students  are 
enlisted  under  the  correct  curricu- 
lum code. 

This  upgraded  system  was  a 
fresh  idea  a few  years  ago.  accord- 
ing to  Sclilunz,  and  is  managed  by 
a committee.  After  the  system  is 
nuuiing  smoothly  for  the  counse- 
lors. there  are  expectations  to  move 
the  program  into  e-recourses  for  stu- 
dents to  use  directly.  Students 
should  contact  their  counselor  for  a 
degree  audit  evaluation. 


changes  to  these  practic 
Kharaghani  said  that  tliis  lias  con- 
tributed to  the  divide  in  religiosity 
between  men  and  women. 

Kharaghani  said  that  there  is 
archaeological  evidence  of  past  so- 
cieties hal  ing  worshipped  a deity 
with  feminine/androgynous  charac- 
teristics. Androgyny.  Kharaghani 
clarified,  is  the  reconciliation  be- 
tween masculine  and  feminine  cliar- 
acteristics;  that  is.  gender-neutral. 


Kharaghani  said  that  within 
Judaism,  Christianity  and  Islam,  the 
personal  god  is  defined  as  a man  due 
to  the  strong  patriarchal  practices 
present  within  the  religions.  How- 
ever. Kharaghani  commented  that 
the  etymological  history  of  the  Is- 
lamic word  •Allah"  is  more  abstract 
than  it  is  a specific  male  image. 

Unfortunately,  she  said,  be- 
cause of  patriarchal  interpretation, 
the  word  Allah  lias  become  synonv- 


mous  with  a male  image. 

The  Brown  Bag  ended  with  a 
lengths  discussion  on  the  practices 
of  female-dominant  religious 
groups.  Worsliip  of  a female  deity 
still  exists  in  the  world  today. 
Kharaghani  said,  such  as  in  the 
Umbanda  of  Brazil,  the  Zar  of 
North  Africa  and  the  worship  of  fe- 
male goddesses  present  within  Hin- 
duism. the  oldest  organized  religion 
in  the  world. 
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News  Briefs 


Dinner  and  Swing  Dancing 
Learn  to  swing  dance  aud  en- 
joy a dinner  and  live  music  al  the 
JJC  Renaissance  Center  on  March 
31  at  7 p.m.  The  event  w ill  fea- 
ture a gourmet  dinner  prepared  by 
JJC  Executive  Chef  Eric  Olson 
and  a dance  lesson  from  JJC’s  top 
dance  instructor.  Linn  Eldrcd.  The 
Rhythm  Rockets  will  provide  live 
music.  For  more  details,  to  pur- 
chase tickets  or  to  reserve  a table, 
call  280-1555. 

CIOS  Open  House 

A Computer  Information  and 
Office  Systems  open  house  will  be 
held  April  5 from  3:30  to  7:30  p.m. 

the  second  floor  of  T-building. 
Faculty  and  advisers  will  be  avail- 
able to  ausw  er  questions  aud  dis- 
iss  options  for  advancing  educa- 
tion in  various  computer-  and  of- 
fice-related fields.  Prizes,  refresh- 
ments and  giveaways  will  be  pro- 
vided. and  there  will  be  a drawing 
lor  an  iPod  Shuffle.  For  more  in- 
formation. call  280-2658. 

Brow  n Bags 

On  March  29.  Andy  Neill  will 
present  the  Brown  Bag  Lecture  “A 
Spring  Semester  in  the  Sonoran 
Desert.”  and  on  April  12,  Gisele 
Atterberiy  will  present  “Canter- 
bury Tales."  Both  lectures  will  be 
held  at  noon  in  room  J-0006. 

Theater  Production 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
ill  present  Ben/,  it  play  by  Mar- 
tin Sherman,  on  April  6 through  9 
n the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Set 
amidst  the  horrors  of  the  Holo- 
caust, the  play  focuses  on  Nazi 
oppression  of  the  gay  community. 
For  ticket  and  show  time  informa- 
tion, call  the  JJC  Arts  Line  at  729- 
9020,  ext.  ARTS. 

Poetry-  Reading 

In  celebration  of  National 
Poetry  Month  the  English  Depart- 
ment and  the  Wordeater  will  hold 
a poetry  reading  aud  open-mie 
session  on  Monday.  April  3.  from 
6:30  to  8:30  pan.  at  the  City  Cen- 
ter campus.  Anyone  interested  is 
invited  to  attend  and  read  a favor- 
ite poem  or  your  own  work.  Cel- 
ebrated Chicago  poets  Charlie 
Rossiterand  Crystal  Williams  will 
also  read.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  English  department 
280-6633. 

HIV  Testing 

The  Holistic  Wellness  club, 
the  Will  County  Health  Depart- 
ment and  AGAPE  Missions  will 
sponsor  anonymous  HIV  testing  to 
any  JJC  students  or  staff  members 
on  March  27  and  April  10  from 
1 :30  to  2:30  p.m.  in  room  J-2006. 
Testing  will  be  conducted  by  oral 
swab.  Appointments  are  not  nec- 
essary but  are  encouraged.  Other 
upcoming  testing  dates  arc  April 
24  and  May  8.  For  an  appointment 
or  more  information,  cal!  121- 
8830. 


Student  Recital 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
will  hold  a Music  Students  Recital 
on  Wednesday,  March  29  ; 
a. m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  The 
event  is  free  and  open  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

All-Mozart  Recital 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
w ill  present  an  all-Mo/arl  recital 
on  Thursday.  March  23.  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  TJieatre.  in 
celebration  of  the  250th  anniver- 
sary' of  Mozart's  birth.  Saxophon- 
ist Thomas  Lilev.  with  pianist  Sue 
Malinberg.  violinists  Kjersl 
Nostbakken  and  Jody  Livo.  vio- 
list Mark  Djordjevic  and  cellist 
Dorothy  Decn  will  present  several 
of  Mozart  s works.  Admission  is 
free. 

Vet  Tech  Open  House 

The  JJC  Veterinary  Technol- 
ogy Department  will  hold  an  open 
house  on  Saturday.  March  25. 
from  noon  to  4 p.m.  in  V-build- 
ing.  Guests  w ill  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  tour  the  veterinary  facility, 
learn  about  the  many  jobs  of  a vet 
tech  aud  visit  with  JJC  dogs  and 
cats,  some  of  which  are  available 
lor  adoption.  Big  Run  Wolf  Ranch 
will  present  a show  at  1 p.n 
eluding  wolves,  foxes,  skunks  and 
raccoons.  For  more  information, 
call  280-2765. 

Wellness  Week 

The  Holistic  Wellness  club 
will  host  Wellness  Week  2006 
w ith  events  on  Tuesday.  April  4, 
through  Thursday,  April  6.  On 
Tuesday  and  Thursday,  various 
wellness  seminars  will  be  held 
from  8 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  in  room  J- 
0006.  On  Wednesday,  the  31th 
Annual  Wellness  Fair  will  be  held 
in  the  D-E  concourse  from  1 0 a.m 
to  3 p.m.  Massages,  demonstra- 
tions, health  information  and 
health  care  services  will  be  repre- 
sented in  the  fair.  For  more  infor- 
mation, contact  Diannaha  Tielbur 
at  280-2434  or  dtielburoj'jjc.edu. 

Spring  Gala 

The  JJC  Culinary  Arts  and 
Hospitality  departments  will 
present  their  Annual  Spring  Schol- 
arship Gala  (formerly  called  Clas- 
sical 300)  on  Friday.  April  28, 
from  7 to  10  p.m.  in  the  cafeteria. 
Enjoy  an  evening  of  fine  dining, 
distinctive  deserts  and  exquisite 
wine  while  celebrating  scholar- 
ship recipients.  The  cost  is  $95  per 
person,  and  the  reservation  dead- 
line is  April  1 . For  more  informa- 
tion. contact  Don  Miller  at  280- 
2255. 

Student  Trustee  Elections 

The  election  of  the  2006- 
2007  Student  Trustee  will  take 
place  on  April  12  and  13.  All  stu- 
dents are  encouraged  to  vote.  For 
more  information,  contact  Pam 
Diiday  at  280-2202  or  visit 
mnv.jje.edu/vote. 


Check  out  the 
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“Bye  Bye  Birdie”  has 
smooth  landing  at  JJC 


Production  Assistant 

As  soon  as  I got  comfortable 
in  the  junior  college-budgeted  the- 
ater seat  and  my  friend  and  I fin- 
ished our  discussion  about  how 
hideous  the  neon  green  and  cross- 
ing guard  orange  stage  looked  un- 
der the  bright  lights,  the  noise  level 
decreased  and  the  house  lights 
began  to  dim. 

The  lights  went  completely 
out,  and  the  few  moments  of  in- 
termediate silence  were  sharply  in- 
terrupted by  the  shrieking  of  giddy 
teenagers  running  down  the  aisles 
alongside  the  audience.  “Bye  Bye 
Birdie”  had  begun. 

“Bye  Bye  Birdie”  is  a musi- 
cal about  superstar  ConradBirdie 
(played  by  Marvin  Minarieh)  be- 
fore he  goes  off  to  fight  in  a war. 
His  agent.  Albert  Pelcreon.  and  his 
assistant.  Rose  Alvarez,  help 
Conrad  to  become  a bigger  celeb- 
rity by  suggesting  he  give  one  last 
kiss  to  one  lucky  fan. 

I had  never  been  to  a theatri- 
cal performance  at  Joliet  Junior 
College  before. 

1 had  seen  musicals  and  the 
like  performed  a(  area  high 
schools  in  the  past,  and  I figured, 
what  would  be  different? 

Most  of  these  actors  are  fresh  - 
out  of  the  high  school  prison,  and 
1 was  sure  they’d  brought  their  so- 
called  talents  with  them. 


I was  wrong.  I was  surprised 
to  find  that  JJC's  group  of  young 
actors  had  created  a magnificent 
rendition  of  this  musical. 

Granted,  there  were  a few 
tilings  that  could  have  been  dif- 
ferent. but  I could  not  ask  for  bel- 
ief acting,  singing  and  fluidity 
from  the  guild. 

Talented  Rachel  K.  J.  Glim 
performed  as  Rose  Alvarez  in  the 
play,  demonstrating  how  Iter  hips 
could  move  iua  saucy  number  en- 
titled “Spanish  Rose.”  while  also 
captivating  the  audience  with  her 
voice  in  the  song  "Ap  English 
Teacher” 

Other  outstanding  perfor- 
mances were  by  Terry  Hoffman 
(Albert  Peterson)  and  Katie  Hicks 
(Kim  MacAfee). 

Hoffman  played  Conrad 
Birdie’s  non-committing, 
"momma’s  boy”  agent,  while 
Hicks  performed  as  the  main 
teenage  adorer  of  Conrad  Birdie. 

This  spoof  of  the  1950s’  ce- 
lebrity fame  of  Elvis  Presley  re- 
ally worked  well  for  JJC’s  theater 
guild;  all  the  actors  did  a fabu- 
lous job  capturing  the  height  of 
the  times. 

I cannot  wait  for  the  next  pro- 
duction, "Bent,”  which  takes 
place  April  6-9  on  the  same  stage, 
but  I hope  by  then  I stop  day- 
dreaming of  Minarich’s  gyrating 
hips . . . 


I CAN  BE 
THE  BOSS. 


I CAN  SERVE 
MY  COMMUNITY. 


Learn  to  lead  a company  into  the  future  or  help  those  around  you— or  both — 
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DOMINICAN 

UNIVERSITY 

www.ican.dom.edu 


DOMINICAN. 


Police 

Blotter 


Credit  curd  fraud 
at  Centennial  Commons 

Four  female  residents  of  Cen- 
tennial Commons  are  suspected  of 
carrying  out  credit  card  fraud. 

According  to  JJC  police,  the 
four  females  collected  about  20 
credit  card  receipts  from  a nearby 
restaurant  and  used  the  credit  card 
account  numbers  to  purchase  items 
via  mail  order,  police  said. 

On  Feb.  1 5,  JJC  police  assisted 
the  Joliet  Police  Department  with 
search  warrants.  The  four  females 
were  taken  to  the  Will  County 
Sheriff's  Office  for  further  question- 
ing. 

Two  students  arrested  after 
aggressive  behavior 

JJC  Police  have  charged  stu- 
dents Israel  Arroyo  of  Crest  Hill  and 
Osama  Khatib  of  Romeoville  with 
attempted  theft  and  resisting  a po- 
lice officer  in  connection  with  an 
incident  that  took  place  on  Feb.  7 
at  JJC’s  main  campus. 

According  to  police,  both  were 
witnessed  on  the  D-concourse  ex- 
hibiting aggressive  behavior  and 
being  extremely  disruptive  to  oth- 
ers, throwing  a garbage  can  and 
wrestling.  One  was  seen  walking 
with  the  JJC  Puerto  Rican  flag  in 
his  pocket. 

Police  were  dispatched  to  the 
bridge  after  receiving  a complaint 
about  the  two  from  the  service  desk. 
Both  Arroyo  and  Khatib  were  found 
outside  the  bridge  area,  where  they 
were  handcuffed  after  resisting  ar- 
rest. 

According  to  police,  the  two 
were  taken  to  the  police  department, 
where  they  reportedly  shouted  ob- 
scenities to  all  present  and  threat- 
ened the  police  officers  involved  in 
the  case.  Additionally,  Arroyo  was 
chaiged  with  assault  and  Khatib  was 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct. 

Both  were  released  on  $1 ,000 
bond  and  their  court  date  is  sched- 


uled for  March  8. 

Disorderly  conduct  in 
women’s  restroom 

A suspicious  male  was  seen  in 
the  women's  restroom  in  C-build- 
ing  on  Feb  10. 

According  to  JJC  police,  a fe- 
male student  reported  seeing  a man 
looking  at  her  through  the  crack  in 
the  stall,  police  said. 

She  returned  to  class  and  re- 
layed the  incident  to  her  instructor 
and  classmates.  A search  was  car- 
ried out.  but  the  suspect  was  not 
found. 

Anyone  who  lias  information 
regarding  this  case  is  encouraged  to 
contact  the  JJC  Police  Department 
at (815) 280-2234. 

Fight  at  D-building  entrance 

A fight  occurred  outside  JJC 
near  the  planter  area  of  the'D-build- 
ing  entrance  on  Feb.  10. 

According  to  JJC  police,  two 
people  exchanged  words  concern- 
ing one  staring  at  the  other  alter 
exiting  a Pace  bus,  police  said. 

One  person  reportedly  spit  at 
the  other,  causing  a fight  to  ensue. 
Two  other  people  intervened  to 
separate  the  two.  No  criminal 
charges  were  filed. 

Theft  at  City  Center  campus 

An  employee  of  JJC  City  Cen- 
ter campus  reported  tliat  her  wallet 
was  stolen  from  her  office  on  Feb. 
20. 

According  to  JJC  police,  the 
employee  was  approaching  her  of- 
fice and  was  surprised  to  see  a male 
exiting  the  room. 

After  she  asked  him  if  he 
needed  any  assistance,  he  replied 
that  he  was  looking  for  someone  and 
promptly  left.  The  employee  said 
that  she  thought  Iris  behavior  was 
very  suspicious  because  she  heard 
slamming  doors  as  she  was  ap- 


proaching her  office. 

When  she  re-entered  the  room, 
she  looked  into  her  purse,  which  she 
had  left  in  a drawer,  to  discover  her 
wallet  missing. 

JJC  police  were  immediately 
called,  and  officers  searched  the 
area.  However,  the  suspect  was  not 
found.  Anyone  who  knows  any  in- 
formation regarding  this  ease  is  en- 
couraged to  contact  the  JJC  Police 
Department  at  (815)  280-2234. 

Fight  at  Centennial  Commons 

A fight  between  two  room- 
mates occurred  at  Centennial  Com- 
mons on  Feb.  20. 

According  to  JJC  police,  the 
two  roommates  in  apartment  228 
exchanged  words,  which  escalated 
into  a physical  fight,  using  house- 
hold items  as  weapons. 

Both  individuals  reported  mi- 
nor injuries. 

Criminal  damage 
at  Centennial  Commons 

JJC  police  assisted  the  Joliet 
Police  Department  on  Feb.  26  with 
a search  and  review  of  damage  done 
to  a vacant  apartment  at  Centennial 
Commons. 

According  to  JJC  police,  an 
inventory  of  criminal  damage  was 
earned  out  in  apartment  411,  which 
had  been  reported  in  good  condi- 
tion one  week  prior. 

The  review  of  the  vacant  apart- 
ment included  damaged  doors,  win- 
dow screens,  blinds,  walls,  appli- 
ances, furniture  and  fire  alarms. 


For  more  information 
on  the  JJC  Campus 
Police,  visit 
www.jjc.edu/ 
campusinfo/ 
campuspolice/ 
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Scholarship  winners  exhibit  work  in  art  gallery 


Focus  on  the  important 
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www.northpark.edu 


For  more  information  please  contact 
Rob  Berki  at  (773)  244-5516 
or  rberki-01@northpark.edu 
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Co-  Editor 

The  Laura  A.  Sprague  art  gal- 
lery will  host  the  JJC  Art  Scholar- 
ship Recipients  exhibition  through 
March  3 1 . The  annual  exhibition 
contains  the  work  of  four  art  stu- 
dents selected  to  receive  the  schol- 
arship by  the  studio  art  faculty  of 
JJC. 

The  students  awarded  the 
scholarships  are  Erika  Konopack. 
Nicole  Wilkin.  Pedro  Palacios. 
Lauren  Turk  and  Neal  Vandenbeigh. 

The  art  scholarships  awarded 
include  the  Ganiil  Arida  Memorial. 
John  and  Laura  Kingsbury,  Norman 
Charlotte  Codo  and  Art  and  Lisa 
Lennon  scholarships. 

This  year  the  Gamil  Arida  Me- 
morial scholarship  was  split  be- 
tween Konopack  and  Palacios. 

The  students  were  informed 
last  year  of  their  awards. 

"I  was  really  excited,”  says 
Konopack,  who  received  the  Gamil 


Arida  Memorial  Art  scholarship.  “I 
respect  the  opinions  of  the  faculty — 
my  mentors — because  they  chose 
my  work.  They  felt  that  it  was  im- 
portant enough  to  put  on  display.” 

Konopack  explains  the  inspi- 
ration behind  her  style  of  painting 
from  her  own  photographs.  "1  al- 
ways have-visions  for  the  things  that 
come  to  me,"  she  said.  “I  feel  the 
need  to  constantly  interpret  the 
tilings  that  are  going  on  around  me.” 

Palacios  also  received  the 
Gamil  Arida  Memorial  Art  scholar- 
ship. "I  was  happy  because  I’ve 
been  working  my  ass  off,  literally!” 
he  said. 

Palacios  is  greatly  inspired  by 
the  world  around  him  and  reflects 
this  interest  in  his  artwork.  His 
three-dimensional  sculptures  com- 
ment on  the  natural  realm.  “Most  of 
my  (art)  is  tiying  to  replicate  natu- 
ral textures  you  find  in  everyday 
objects  and  presenting  them  to  an 
audience,"  he  says.  Palacios  strives 


Lauren  Turk  shows  her  three-dimensional  design  mixed  media  piece, 
"Trip,"  In  the  Lama  A.  Sprague  art  gallery. 

Turk  works  “solely  with  found 
objects;”  that  is,  items  she  discov- 
ers and  then  integrates  into  her  art- 
work. “There  really  is  no  rhyme  or 
reason  to  the  things  that  I do,”  she 
says,  “(My  art)  has  a lot  to  do  with 
color  study  and  very  vague  memo- 
ries and  happenings  that  went  on  in 
my  life.”  Turk  also  finds  inspiration 
from  global  events  and  history. 

Joe  Milosevic!!,  art  professor 
and  director  of  the  gallery,  com- 
mented on  the  exhibit. 

“This  is  the  third  year  we’ve 
done  this  show,”  he  says.  “It  has  a 
different  flavor  every  year.” 

Milosevic!!  believes  that  the 


Photo  by  Ian  Wright 

Neal  Vandenbergh  stands  In  front  of  his  piece  "Holy  Roman  Ghost" 

In  the  Laura  A.  Sprague  art  gallery.  The  work  was  created  by  applying 
charcoal  to  the  canvas. 


to  find  “beauty  in  simplicity.” 

Wilkin  received  the  Norman 
and  Charlotte  Codo  art  scholarship. 
“I  was  pretty  psyched!”  she  says.  “I 
wasn’t  expecting  to  get  it.” 

Wilkin  creates  mostly  mixed- 
media  pieces,  expressing  differ- 
ences in  texture  and  color.  “I  do 
what  I do  to  make  myself  happy," 
she  says.  "I  do  what  I do  because  I 
enjoy  it.  If  someone  doesn’t  like  it, 
who  cares?” 

“It  felt  great!”  says 
Vandenbergh,  who  received  the  Art 
and  Lisa  Lennon  Memorial  art 
scholarship. 

Vandenbergh’s  art  depicts 
many  styles  and  is  inspired  by  his 
life.  “(My  work)  is  more  formalist. 
There  arc  messages  present,  but 
they’re  not  very  apparent.” 

Turk,  who  received  the  John 
a ud  Laura  Kingsbury  art  scholar- 
ship, expresses  gratitude  and  enthu- 
siasm for  her  award.  “I  was  so  ex- 
cited for  the  opportunity  to  show 
with  four  other  people,”  she  says. 
“They  are  all  extremely  talented.” 


The  Value  Leader  in  Chicago 


A high  quality  private  education 
A no-haggle  approach  to  tuition:  $ 1 4,900  for  2004/05 
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exhibit  “gives  incoming  students  a 
look  at  what  they  should  be  aiming 
for  in  their  work.” 

He  adds,  "I  think  (the  show)  is 
a nice  vehicle  to  show  why  (the  stu- 
dents) should  receive  scholarships. 
It’s  a worthwhile  exhibit  for  them, 
personally.” 

The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  Gal- 
lery is  located  on  the  second  floor 
of  J-building. 

ROCK-N-ROLL 
from  page  1 

mental  sound  that  played  was 
Joliet's  The  Virgin  Spring. 

Originally  named  Switchblade 
Romance,  the  band  has  played  with 
bands  Fall  Out  Boy  and  Motion  City 
Soundtrack  and  hopes  to  release  a 
limited  edition  full-length  album 
this  spring.  All  of  the  bands,  includ- 
ing The  Virgin  Spring,  were  happy 
to  play  with  the  show’s  headline 
band,  Ryan’s  Hope. 

Named  alter  a good  friend  of 
the  band  who  died  in  a car  accident, 
Ryan’s  Hope  has  a strong  local  fol- 
lowing that  is  continuing  to  reach 
further  than  its  Joliet  roots.  The 
band,  which  will  begin  touring  in 
Canada  this  month,  is  made  up  of 
Terry  Morrow  (vocals/guitar),  Nick 
McLenighan  (bass)  and  Greg  Alltop 
(drams). 

“We  want  to  stir  people  up,  and 
share  our  energy  with  people,”  said 
Morrow. 

The  band  was  named  in  Alter- 
native Press  Magazine  as  one  of  the 
“100  bands  you  should  know  in 
2006”  and  hopes  to  send  a message 
about  “self-sufficience,  finding 
worth  and  truth  wherever  you  can 
in  the  world  and  pursuing  it  to  the 
fullest,”  said  Marrow. 

Ryan's  Hope  will  be  releasing 
"Apocalypse  in  Increments"  on 
Pumknews/Epitah’s  label  on  April 
11th. 

Visit  any  of  these  bands  on 
Myspace.com  for  upcoming  shows 
and  information. 


POINT  from  page  3 — 

must  go  through  to  gain  citizenship 
in  our  country,  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  to  prevent  those  individu- 
als who  would  harm  our  society 
from  entering;  but  there  are  legal, 
civil  rightsrfriendly  ways  to  accom- 
plish that  end. 

It  would  go  against  our  national 
tradition  to  dose  our  borders.  So 
much  of  our  national  character  has 
been  built  on  the  diversity  immigra- 
tion has  given  us.  “The  Great  Melt- 
ing Pot”  has  long  been  a bastion  for 
those  seeking  a new  start,  and  we 
have  welcomed  them  with  open 
arms. 

“Give  me  your  tired,  your  poor/ 
Your  huddled  masses  yearning  to 
breathe  free/The  wretched  refuse  of 
your  teeming  shore/Seed  these,  the 
homeless,  tempest-tossed  to  me.” 
Emma  Lazarus’s  immortal  words 
are  a source  of  pride  for  all  Ameri- 
cans, so  much  so  that  we  engraved 
them  on  the  most  identifiable  of 
national  landmarks — the  Statue  of 
Liberty. 

COUNTER-POINT 
from  page  3 

What  I like  most  about  this  bill 
is  the  fact  that  a U.S.  citizen  can  be 
apprehended  for  harboring  an  ille- 
gal immigrant. 

This  means  all  of  those  rich 
people  out  there  better  check  the 
status  of  their  landscaping  crews, 
maids,  and  cooks.  If  it  is  reported 
that  you  are  harboring  or  employ- 
ing an  illegal  immigrant,  you  could 
now  go  to  jail,  too! 

My  biggest  problem  is  that  the 
people  crossing  the  border  illegally 
know  il  is  wrong,  yet  they  continue 
to  do  it.  Once  tTTey  cross  the  border, 
they  act  as  if  we  owe  them  some- 
thing. 

We  don’t  owe  them  any  tiling. 

The  only  citizenship  that  is 
owed  to  any  of  these  immigrants  is 
that  which  is  granted  to  a man  or 
woman  serving  in  the  United  States 
military.  President  Bush  signed  leg- 
islation that  granted  immediate  citi- 
zenship to  those  serving  in  our  mili- 
tary. I applaud  him  for  that,  and  ap- 
plaud those  from  other  countries 
who  have  chosen  to  serve  in  our 
military.  1 think  a lot  of  U.S.-born 
citizens  could  learn  from  the  ex- 
ample they  set. 

But  if  immigration  is  not  done 
the  right  way,  I have  no  tolerance 
for  it.  I have  no  sympathy  for  those 
which  H.R.  4437  would  affect  in  a 
negative  way.  They  should  have 
thought  about  the  consequences 
before  they  crossed  the  border  they 
knew  they  didn’t  have  authorization 
to  cross.  The  people  employing  or 
harboring  these  illegal  immigrants 
should  have  done  a background 
check  before  hiring  them  or  taking 
them  into  their  homes. 

H.R.  4437  is  only  a step  in  the 
right  direction.  Now  there  is  a path 
to  follow  and  a foundation  to  build 
on  in  eliminating  illegal  immigra- 
tion. 

AffiUMTs 
ALVIAYS  LOOKING  FOR 
WRITERS.  STOP  BY 
F-1009,  EMAIL 
SLAZERMlIJ^rraPU 
OR  ail  AT  (81S> 

| 280-2313  IF 

1 INTERESTED! 
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Shutter  frame:  What’s  happenin’  at  JJC... 
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JJC  alumnus  John  Williams  finds  home  at  WGN 


Entertainment  writer 

As  WGN’s  John  Williams  pre- 
pares for  his  show  start  at  3 p.m.. 
with  the  Chicago  Tribune's  sections 
opened  and  spread  about  his  clut- 
tered desk,  he  outlines  each  half 
hour  of  the  day's  show  on  a yellow 
legal  pad  with  a black  Sharpie. 

Williams  leaves  the  legal  pad 
for  his  phone  to  check  voicemails 
or  for  his  computer  to  check  ihe  lat- 
est e-mail  in  his  inbox.  He  circles 
stories  in  the  Tribune  and  shuffles 
papers  with  notes  scratched  inside 
the  margins. 

Williams  then  gathers  the 
week’s  worth  of  voicemails  listen- 
ers have  left  and  edits  them  into  the 
weekly  three-minute  voicemail 
highlights  segment,  using  the  mod- 
em technology  of  a computer  while 
being  surrounded  in  the  production 
room  with  radio  technology  of  a 
bygone  era. 

All  the  hustle  and  bustle  of 
helping  entertain  and  keep  the 
people  stuck  in  rush  hour  traffic 
sane  for  four  hours  would  make  one 
wonder  the  connection  of  one  of 
Chicago's  top  radio  stations  and  the 
nation’s  oldest  public  community 
college.  The  fact  is,  Williams  is  a 
Joliet  Junior  College  alumnus. 

He  received  his  associate's  de- 
gree from  JJC  after  attending  from 
1977  to  1979.  He  then  attended 
Southern  Illinois  University  at 
Carbondale  and  received  a 
Bachelor’s  degree  with -a  radio/TV 
major  and  a business  minor. 

\V  was  al  JJC.  though,  that  Wtt- 
liams  decided  to  go  into  broadcast- 
ing. 

“During  my  sophomore  year  at 
JJC.  1 knew  I was  going  to  major  in 
communications  somewhere  or  ra- 
dio and  TV,"  Williams  said. 

Williams  did  well  in  his  com- 
munications classes  in  high  school 
and  at  JJC,  so  it  seemed  natural  for 
him  to  go  into  broadcast. 

“My  communication  skills 
were  always  pretty  good,”  Williams 
said.  “It  seemed  like  a logical  thing 
to  try.” 

Williams’  attraction  to  the  idea 
of  radio  broadcast  dated  back  to  his 
childhood,  when  he  would  either 
listen  to  a disc  jockey  or  the  talk 
show  his  dad  would  have  on. 

“I  always  thought  that  seemed 
pretty  fun  where  people  call  in  and 
ask  you  questions,  then  you  give 
your  opinion  and  that's  the  job.”  he 
said.  “It  always  struck  me  as  a re- 


ally flattering,  fun  thing  to  do." 

After  graduating  from  SIU, 
Williams  first  worked  at  WSPY  in 
Plano,  111.  He  then  spent  four  years 
at  WCCO  in  Minneapolis/St.  Paul, 
Minn,  and  10  years  at  WMBD  in 
Peoria  before  coming  to  WGN. 
where  he's  been  for  eight  years. 

Williams  didn't  always  live  in 
the  Joliet  area.  His  father,  a mem- 
ber of  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  moved 
around  frequently,  and  Williams, 
after  being  bom  in  Chicago,  grew 
up  in  Germany,  Hawaii  and  Taiwan 
before  coming  back  to  Illinois  in 
seventh  grade,  settling  in 
Shorewood  and  attending  Minooka 
High  School. 

While  at  JJC,  Williams  played 
basketball  for  two  years  and  foot- 
ball for  one. 

“That  was  a big  part  of  my  ex- 
perience at  JJC.  and  I enjoyed  it." 
he  said.  “I  wasn’t  any  good." 

Even  though  Williams  spoke  at 
commencement  in  December  2004. 
Williams'  particular  memories  in- 
volved the  classes  he  took,  whether 
they  were  literature,  anthropology 
or  math. 

“I  really  got  into  my  subjects,” 
Williams  said.  “I  applied  myself, 
and  I found  them  pretty  interesting. 
It  was  work,  but  I found  myself  be- 
ing intellectually  challenged.” 

If  there  was  one  thing  JJC  was 
missing  while  Williams  attended,  it 
was  a campus-based  radio  station. 

“I  think  it  would  have  helped, 
and  I think  they  should  have  it,”  he 
said. 

Williams  commented  that  even 
high  schools  in  Chicago  have  radio 
stations,  including  his  son's.  It 
wasn’t  until  his  second  semester  of 
his  junior  year  of  college  that  Will- 


iams stepped  in  front  of  a micro- 
phone. 

“There  I am,  someone  who 
wants  to  be  a broadcaster,  and  I’m 
halfway  through  my  junior  year  be- 
fore I so  much  as  see  a dial,”  he 
said. 

Williams  does  emphasize  the 
importance  of  hands-on  experience, 
not  just  classroom  work. 

"You’ve  got  to  be  in  front  of  a 
microphone  and  be  nervous  and  be 
lousy,"  he  said.  “You  just  keep  do- 
ing it  over  and  over  until  you  get 
better.  There's  no  classroom  for 
that.” 

Williams  also  stresses  that 
people  should  expand  their  knowl- 
edge, saying  that  a broad  and  var- 
ied education  will  come  in  handy 
later. 

“You’re  not  necessarily  going 
to  control  where  your  first  job  is 
going  to  be,”  Williams  said.  “De- 
velop your  curiosity.  You’re  going 
to  be  called  upon  to  know  a little 
more  about  other  things.” 

Williams'  influences  for 
broadcast  began  while  listening  to 
Larry  King  when  King  had  a na- 
tionally-syndicated radio  show. 

“The  best  interviewers  ask 
short  questions,"  Williams  said. 
"King  is  quick.  Then  the  guest  talks 
more.  People  want  to  hear  the 
guest.” 

Williams’  affinity  for  WGN 
began  while  listening  as  a kid  to  the 
late  Bob  Collins. 

“I  thought  I could  never  be  as 
good  as  Bob  Collins,”  Williams 
said.  “I  thought  he  was  the  most  en- 
tertaining and  talented  broadcaster 
I ever  heard.” 

And  entertaining  is  what  Will- 
iams strives  for  on  his  show.  Driven 


by  current  events,  Williams'  show 
does  incorporate  subjects  other  than 
news,  such  as  sports  and  entertain- 
ment. Williams  looks  for  guests  and 
topics  that  will  be  entertaining  to  lis- 
ten to. 

“No  matter  how  important  or 
unimportant  (guests)  are,  if  they're 
not  a good  communicator,  don't 
have  a good  story  to  tell  or  the  topic 
isn't  interesting,  it  doesn’t  work." 
Williams  said.  “You  could  have  the 
president  of  the  United  States  on, 
and  if  you  don't  think  its  going  to 
be  a good  interview,  then  you  don't 
do  it.” 

A favorite  guest  of  Williams  is 
Joel  Stein,  a columnist  and  writer  for 
the  L.  A.  Times  newspaper  and  Time 
and  Entertainment  Weekly  maga- 
zines. Williams  was  always  im- 
pressed with  his  “candid  and  bru- 
tal,” yet  humorous  stories  and  col- 
umns. While  most  people  may  not 
know  who  Stein  is.  Williams  points 
out  he’s  still  a great  guest. 

“He’s  nobody  famous,  but  he’s 
very  entertaining,”  Williams  said. 

Another  regular  guest  is  Illinois 
Sen.  Dick  Durbin,  whom  Williams 
referred  to  as  an  “engaging,  very 
sound  byte-friendly"  person  who 
“understands  the  constraints  of  a 
radio  show.” 

“We  talk  about  gigantic  topics, 
but  he  knows  we  can't  talk  about  it 
for  two  hours,”  Williams  said.  “’I 
need  to  talk  about  tax  reform  or 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  in  30  sec- 
onds.’ He  knows  the  flow  of  a talk 
show.” 

Someone  Williams  always 
wanted  to  interview,  and  whom  he 
had  the  opportunity  to  interview  last 
year,  was  actor  Alan  Alda. 

Best  known  for  the  hit  TV  se- 
ries “M*A*S*H*”  and  more  re- 
cently on  “The  West  Wing,”  Alda 
had  his  memoirs  published  and 
joined  Williams  in  studio. 

Williams  had  wanted  to  speak 
with  Alda  for  so  long  because  many 
people  believed  that  they  had  simi- 
larvoices.  In  fact,  the  “M*A*S*H*" 
theme  is  setup  in-studio  to  play  in 
case  anyone  calls  to  make  that  com- 
ment. Williams  had  nothing  but 
good  things  to  say  about  the  man 
he’s  had  an  “affinity  for.” 

“He  was  a very  generous,  nice, 
friendly,  warm,  funny  guy,"  Will- 
iams said.  “Not  surprising  if  I have 
AlanAlda’s  voice,  he  sounds  like  my 
dad,  too.” 

Williams  also  interviews  au- 
thors of  books  he's  read,  albeit  not 
all  of  them,  but  does  not  let  the  learn- 
ing experience  die  there. 

"I  do  review,  for  my  consider- 
ation, a lot  of  books  that  get  sent  to 
me  in  hopes  of  interviewing  the  au- 
thor," he  said.  “Even  though  I might 
not  get  to  interview  the  author,  I talk 
about  it  on  my  show." 


Reading  books  do  take  up  a lot 
of  Williams'  free  time,  as  well  as 
newspapers  and  magazines,  but  he 
also  contributes  to  his  two  sons. 

“I’m  doing  whatever  they’re 
doing,"  he  said. 

Williams  has  also  been  hooked 
by  a puzzle  craze  sweeping  the  na- 
tion: sudoku.  In  fact,  he  is  the 
sudoku  challenger  for  the  Re d Eye 
newspaper.  His  advice  for  those 
wanting  to  try  the  challenging  num- 
ber game:  “Don’t.” 

Williams'  passion,  though, 
seems  to  be  for  broadcast.  With  the 
expansion  of  satellite  radio,  such  as 
XM  and  Sirius,  he  has  a unique  per- 
spective from  a broadcast  point-of- 

“It  reminds  me  of  the  internet, 
where  everybody  was  throwing 
money  around  hoping  the  gamble 
was  going  to  pay  off,"  Williams 
said.  “I  wonder  if  Sirius  or  XM  will 
be  financially  viable,  the  way 
they're  throwing  money  at  Oprah 
and  Howard  Stem." 

Williams  feels,  however,  that 
although  WGN  is  “challenged”  and 
“not  entirely  insulated,”  it  is  not  at 
high  risk. 

"I  think  (satellite  radio)  threat- 
ens music  stations  more  than  talk 
stations,"  he  said.  “If  you're  an  FM 
station  in  Chicago,  playing  middle- 
of-the-road  rock  or  pop,  you  can  get 
that  without  the  commercials  and 
more  customized  to  your  taste  for  a 
monthly  fee  (with  satellite).  It  used 
to  be  just  AM  and  FM — that  was 
easy.  Now  we’re  competing  against 
different  resources.” 

Although  he  admits  satellite  is 
similar  to  the  invention  of  the  FM 
band,  which  took  music  from  AM 
radio,  Williams  believes  local  sta- 
tions can  provide  something  that 
satellite  radio  can’t. 

“What  we  deliver  is  specific 
and  unique  to  Chicago  and  will  con- 
tinue to  keep  us  viable,”  he  said. 

“If  you  want  to  hear  what’s 
going  on  or  talk  about  what’s  going 
on  in  Chicago,  you  can’t  get  that 
from  a satellite,”  Williams  said. 
“You  can  only  get  that  from  WGN.” 

As  for  the  station  that  dubs  it- 
self “The  Voice  of  Chicago,”  Will- 
iams believes  that  whether  or  not 
he’d  attended  JJC,  he  would  still  be 
at  WGN. 

“I  didn't  have  an  easy  route 
here,”  he  said.  “It  was  kind  of  diffi- 
cult for  me.” 

Still,  JJC  will  always  remain 
close  to  him. 

“I  am  a curious  guy.  and  I have 
a broad  range  of  experiences  and  in- 
terests,” Williams  said.  "It’s  given 
me  a broad  base,  and  much  of  that  I 
got  from  Joliet  Junior  College.  I 
think  it  made  me  a better  broad- 
caster. I got  as  good  an  education  at 
JJC  as  I did  anywhere.” 
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CONNECT  WITH  UP  TO  25  PEOPLE  INSTANTLY  WITH  THE  TOUCH  OF  A BUTTON. 
THEN  PLAN  HEIST  OR  CONTACT  FRIEND  WHO  MANAGED  TO  ESCAPE. 


The  King  of  Huppenslancia  will 
arrive  in  New  York  (o  give  a 
speech  on  global  trading. 

Someone  will  throw  a slink  bomb 
on  the  stage.  Rush  up  to  the 
podium  and  get  the  king  off  the 
stage.  That  act  of  quick  thinking 
will  earn  you  a key  position  on 
his  elite  bodyguard  team.  Is  it 
happenstance?  Who  knows? 

Leo 

Tomorrow,  you  will  have  a 
sudden  and  uncontrollable  urge  to 
read  the  dictionary.  And  who 
wouldn’t?  It's  a remarkable  piece 
of  literature  at  our  disposal  to 
help  us  out  with  any  word. 

"Vir^o 

Altera  lengthy  debate  in  your 
speech  class,  you  will  win  the 
argument  and  find  your  calling  as 
a professional  debate 
extraordinaire.  You  will  travel 
around  the  country  and  challenge 
random  people  to  debates,  many 
ending  in  fistfights. 

Lifers 

The  lady  at  the  bank  will 
accidentally  add  a few  more  zeros 
to  your  withdrawal  slip.  What  are 
you  going  to  do  with  all  that 
money? 

Scorpio 

While  at  a poetry  reading  . you 
will  deliver  the  most  emotional 
poem  you  have  ever  written,  only 
to  hear  people  laughing  and 
snickering.  Have  they  no  . 
decency?  Or  maybe  it  was 
because  your  fly  was  open  the 
entire  time.  Tough  break,  kid! 


Ssgtttsrius 

You  will  buy  a new  pair  of  shoes 
to  wear  at  your  best  friend's 
wedding.  It  will  be  the  most 
perfect  wedding  that  your  friend 
could  ever  hope  to  have.  Until 
you  pass  out  in  front  of  everyone 
from  lack  of  blood  circulation 
because  you  tied  the  shoelaces 
too  tight. 


Former  student  gets  published 


Staff  writer 

We  all  love  a “laugh-out-loud” 
comedy,  right?  Well  this  is  exactly 
what  Angel  Guzman,  a Joliet  native, 
delivers  in  his  newly  published 
book.  A Day  in  the  Life  of  Rob.  This 
book  takes  you  through  Rob’s  crazy 
day,  when  anything  is  possible  and 
only  the  extraordinary  seems  to  hap- 
pen. Whether  it's  being  chased  by 
the  police,  going  to  the  movies  or 
trying  on  women's  clothes,  nothing 
is  done  without  a sense  of  humor. 

Now,  you  may  be  wondering 
how  tills  young  author  got  his  start. 
For  inspiration,  Guzman  looked  to 


his  own  life,  stating  that  the  main 
character  of  the  book,  Rob.  was 
loosely  based  on  himself  and  his 
own  experiences.  However,  it 
wasn’t  just  his  own  experiences  that 
inspired  Guzman.  He  says  he  was 
influenced  by  people  like  Dave 
Chappelle,  Rodney  Dangerfield  and 
Cheech  and  Chong. 

It  was  surprising  to  find  that 
Guzman  was  rejected  by  more  than 
30  agents  before  he  visited  the  Pub- 
lish America  website.  Persistence 
paid  off,  and  Publish  America  of- 
fered Guzman  a deal  on-the-spot. 

But  if  being  a young  author 


doesn't  endear  Guzman  to  your 
heart,  maybe  hearing  that  he  is  a 
former  student  of  JJC  will.  While 
he  is  currently  taking  the  semester 
off  to  work  and  do  other  writing,  he 
says  he  does  plan  on  going  back  to 
school,  although  to  where,  he  is 
unsure.  He  says  he  plans  on  letting 
life  take  him  where  it  will,  all  the 
while  writing  his  feelings  into  rap 
and  R&B  songs,  maybe  dabbling  a 
little  in  acting  and  maybe  writing 
another  novel.  The  sky’s  the  limit 
with  Guzman,  and  he’s  not  afraid 
of  taking  a few  risks  to  get  where 
he  wants  to  be. 


C&pricorD 

A word  of  advice:  do  NOT  tell 
your  grandmother  about  the 
accident.  Oh  yeah,  we  know  what 
you  did.  Don't  try  to  hide  it.  It’s 
way  to  obvious.  Not  to  worry: 
it'll  be  our  little  secret.  Just  don't 
tell  grandma! 

tUcfusrius 

This  weekend,  your  car  will  break 
down  in  a podunk  town  in  the 
sticks.  Don't  count  on  help  from 
the  locals,  for  an  automobile  is 
strange  and  foreign  to  them. 


‘Pisces 

When  you  go  to  the  pel  store  on 
Saturday,  look  for  the  black  and 
white  dog  in  the  cage  next  to  the 
chew  toys.  This  is  the  one  for 
you! 

ifciSS 

Beware  of  the  small  child  on  the 
bus.  He  may  look  innocent  , do 
not  be  fooled!  Tliis  evil  little  boy 
will  try  to  be  your  friend  and  ask 
for  candy.  Whatever  the  case, 
don’t  get  too  close! 

tWus 

Your  computer  will  eat  you  alive 
when  you  are  mindlessly  surfing 
the  web  late  at  night.  You  will  be 
sucked  into  another  dimension 
hidden  within  your  hard  drive.  Be 
brave,  for  you  must  take  a 
journey  through  the  depths  of 
cyberspaee  to  get  home!  That’s 
w hat  you  get  for  staying  glued  to 
your  computer  screen  all  night! 


Qewlnl 

A canary  will  follow  you  home 
from  school  one  day.  liis  beak 
will  tear  a hole  in  your  window 
screen,  allow  ing  him  aecess  to 
you  room . . your  bed  . . your  face ! 
Oh  no.  shield  your  eyes! 
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Staff  writer 

March  IB’s  below-freezing 
wind  chills  could  not  stop  the 
Wolves'  offensive  attack  in  a 7-2 
victory  over  the  Cavaliers  of  West- 
ern Wisconsin  Technical  College. 
La  Crosse.  Wis. 

After  starting  pitcher  Bob 
Begeske  surrendered  a double  to 
open  the  game.  Western's  leadoff 
hitter  was  cut  down  at  third  base  on 
a groundball  in  the  hole  between 
third  and  short.  This  base  running 
miscue  set  the  tone  for  the  rest  of 
the  game. 

Western  broke  the  ice  in  the  top 
of  the  third  after  opening  the  frame 
with  two  consecutive  hits.  An  RBI 
double  from  Western’s  pesky  lead- 
off  hitter  gave  the  Cavaliers  a 1-0 
lead,  but  Begeske  escaped  further 
damage,  thanks  to  another  Western 
mishap.  Catcher  Anthony  Gonzalez 
gunned  down  the  would-be  second 
run  at  third  base  after  the  Cavaliers 
botched  a suicide  squeeze  attempt. 

The  Wolves  responded  in  force 
n the  bottom  half  of  the  third.  With 


Mitchell  standing  on  second  after 
reaching  with  a single  and  moving 
up  on  a ground  out,  Gonzalez 
evened  the  game  with  an  RBI  hit. 
Left  fielder  Willie  Lee  then  singled 
to  right,  but  a fielding  error  by  the 
Western  outfielder  put  runners  on 
second  and  third.  Right  fielder  Chad 
Schwartz  capped  off  a 2-2.  2 RBI 
day  by  dumping  a single  into  right 
center,  scoring  both  runs  to  give  his 
team  a 3-1  lead. 

The  Cavaliers  scored  again  in 
the  fourth.  A leadoff  double  came 
around  to  score  on  a single  and  a 
throwing  error,  but  Begeske  settled 
down  after  that  to  retire  the  next 
three  hitters  in  order. 

Begeske  allowed  six  hits  over 
four  innings,  while  striking  out  one 
and  walking  one  for  his  first  win  of 
the  season. 

“I  didn’t  even  know  I was  go- 
ing to  start  today,"  Begeske  said. 
•‘I’m  happy  to  make  the  most  of  the 
opportunity  and  to  give  these  guys 
a chance  to  win.” 

The  Wolves  once  again  re 


scoring  two  more  runs  for  a 5-2 
lead.  Third  baseman  Shaun  Thomas 
scored  the  first  run  of  the  inning 
after  center  fielder  Tony  Vallera 
executed  a perfect  squeeze  play. 
Vallera  scored  on  Mitchell’s  (2-4, 

1 RBI)  second  single  of  the  game. 

Justin  Grace,  the  starting  sec- 
ond baseman,  relieved  Begeske  in 
the  fifth  and  closed  out  the  rest  of 
the  game  for  his  first  save  of  the 
season.  With  a sharp  curve  work- 
ing to  keep  the  Western  hitters  off 
balance.  Grace  went  three  innings 
and  allowed  only  one  hit. 

Grace  struck  out  five  and 
walked  two. 

The  Wolves  chipped  in  two 
more  mns  in  the  home  half  of  the 
fifth.  Thomas  (2-2,  1 RBI)  then 
plated  Ochoa  with  an  RBI  single  for 
the  seventh  mn. 

The  Wolves  defeated  Highland 
Community-  College,  Freeport,  Ind.. 
10-0  in  the  second  game  of 
Saturday's  doubleheader.  JJC  im- 
proved their  record  to  8-7  on  the 
season. 


Freshman  catcher  Chris  Vldmar,  from  Joliet  Catholic  Academy,  slides  into 
second  base  and  breaks  up  a double  play  against  Highland  Community 
College  (Freeport,  ind.)  In  the  Wolves  1 0-0  heme  win  on  March  19.  Both 
Vldmar  and  the  hitter  were  safe,  extending  the  Inning.  The  Wolves 
Improved  to  8-7  on  the  season  after  two  wins  on  the  day. 


in  the  bottom  half  of  the  third.  With  The  Wolves  once  agam  re-  season. 

Softball  begins  season  on  the  road  m Tennessee 

^ “I  think  it  gave  our  team  a stered  by  more  experience 


Sports  Editor 
The  Lady  Wolves  softball  team 
started  its  season  on  the  road,  play- 
ing stiff  competition  in  Tennessee 
in  hopes  that  it  will  help  get  the  team 
ready  for  conference  play. 

The  road  trip  was  conducted 
over  spring  break  and  matched  JJC 
against  such  powers  as  Volunteer 
State  Community  College  and 
Motlow  State  Community-  College. 

JJC  finished  0-7  on  the  trip,  but 
head  coach  Emily  Marino  stressed 


the  experience 

“The  competition  down  there 
was  tough,"  said  Marino.  “Volun- 
teer State  is  a team  that  is  together 
almost  year-round  and  plays  the 
University  of  Tennessee  yearly  in 
exhibition.” 

Tennessee  is  a top- 10  NCAA 
program  that  played  in  the  college 
world  series  last  year. 

The  Lady  Wolves  lost  the 
opening  game  to  Volunteer  State  2- 
1 . “We  had  a chance  in  the  first 
game,  but  we  couldn’t  get  the  ball 
in  Dlav  when  we  needed  to,"  said 


Marino. 

“I  think  our  offense  needs  to 
improve,”  she  added.  “We  need  to 
swing  the  bat  and  get  the  ball  in  play, 
and  get  outs  when  we  need  to.  We 
don't  want  to  open  the  flood  gates 
for  our  opponents.” 

Marino  said,  “Our  pitchers  did 
a nice  job  of  improving  against  the 
stift'eompetition.” 

Marino  said  the  biggest  thing 
gained  from  the  trip  is  the  team 
chemistry. 

The  trip  helped  establish  that 
at  an  early  point  in  the  season. 


“I  think  it  gave  our  team 
chance  to  bond  and  gave  us  a good 
idea  of  where  we  are  as  we  get 
closer  to  the  conference  season,” 
she  said. 

Ashley  Brown  and  Anna 
Doskey  are  established  on  the  pitch- 
ing rotation.  They  undoubtedly  im- 
proved by  facing  the  stellar  hitters 
that  VSCC  and  MSCC  had  to  offer. 

With  the  addition  of  Heather 
Graefhitz  and  Meghan  Price,  who 
didn’t  make  the  trip  because  they 
were  on  the  Lady  Wolves  basket- 
ball team,  the  lineup  will  be  bol- 


stered by  more  experience. 
“Heather  is  an  all-around  athlete 
and  will  help  us,”  said  Marino. 

Graefhitz  is  listed  to  play  cen- 
ter field  and  second  base. 

The  Lady  Wolves  play  Mo- 
raine Valley  Community  College 
March  23  and  return  home  to 
Marquette  University’s  club  team 
on  March  25. 

“We’re  looking  forward  to 
building  on  our  experience  down 
there  (in  Tennessee)  as  we  play 
teams  closer  to  home  and  in  the  con- 
ference season,”  said  Marino. 


Keep  going. 

Apply  the  credits  you  already  have  to  earn  your  bachelor's  degree  and  get 
on  the  road  to  a rewarding  career  in  health  care,  teaching,  management, 
counseling  or  human  resources. 

Choose  from  a variety  of  programs  from  one  of  our  three  colleges: 

• National  College  of  Education 

• College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

• College  of  Management  and  Business 

At  National- Louis  University,  we’ve  been  serving  the  community  since 
1886,  so  you  know  our  experience  can  help  you  find  the  right  career. 

• Finish  your  degree  in  as  tittle  as  12  months 

• Most  classes  meet  one  night  a week 

• Dedicated  faculty  with  real-world  experience 

• Financial  aid  and  scholarships  available  for  those  who  qualify 

Register  for  courses  one  at  a time  or  join  a cluster/cohort  group  with  15  to 
20  students  where  you  only  register  once  and  get  the  benefits  of: 

• A focked-in  tuition  where  you  know  your  entire  class  schedule  up  front 

• Attending  classes  with  the  same  students  throughout  the  program 

• A supportive  learning  environment  with  a rich  network'd  peer  professionals 


Visit  www.nl.edu  or  cal!  888.NLU.TODAY  for 
upcoming  open  house  dates. 

National-Louis 

University 

888.NLU.TGDAY  (658.8632)  - www.ni.edu 
Chicago  • Elgin  • Evanston  • Lisie  • Wheeling  • Online 


WHAT  TO  WEAR?  WHAT  TO  WEAR? 


Around  here,  the  fashionable  thing  is  to  work  your  tail  off.  Students  hustle  across 
campus  lugging  Tully  loaded  backpacks  that  arc  outweighed  only  by  their  strong 
desire  to  succeed.  It's  why.  after  graduating,  93%  of  our  students  arc  employed  or 
enrolled  in  graduate  school.  Arc  you  SXU  material?  Campuses  in  Chicago  and 
Orland  Park.  1-800-G02  XAVU  (462-9288)  or  www.sxu.edu. 
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Magical  season  comes  to  an  end 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 


Lady  Wolves'  forward  Deanna  Tidwell  attempts  a shot  against  College  of 
DuPage  in  the  Region  IV  Championship  game  March  5.  The  Lady  Wolves 
had  beaten  the  Chaparalls  in  both  regular  season  meetings,  but  were 
dominated  69-52  in  the  title  game.  See  story  on  page  12 

CONGRATS... 

The  Blazer  congratulates  JJC's  men's  and  women's  basketball 
teams  on  great  seasons.  The  Lady  Wolves  finished  with  the  best 
record  in  school  history  (26-5,  10-0),  and  won  their  first 
undisputed  conference  championship. 

The  men  played  their  way  to  a respectable  record  (23-9,  7-3)  anc 
second  place  finish  in  the  conference. 


......... 

Scoreboard 


BASEBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 
6-7  0-0  8 

March  15  - JJC  7.  Illinois  Valley 
CC  6 

JOLIET  - Ray  Pahl  pitched  7 
strong  innings  to  lead  the  Wolves 
(6-7)  to  the  victory.  Pahl  (1-1) 
allowed  6 hits  and  3 earned  runs 
while  walking  1 and  striking  out  4 
to  cam  his  first  win.  Peotone’s 
Brendan  Gibson  earned  his  sixth 
save.  James  Hcichcrt  had  3 hits, 
including  a double,  and  drove  in  a 
run  to  lead  the  offense.  JCA's  Tony 
Vallcra  had  2 hits.  Ridgewood 
Baptist’s  Kevin  Mitchell  tripled 
and  had  2 RBls.  Bryan  Farrington 
added  an  RBI  double. 

SOFTBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 
0-7  0-0  8 

TENNIS 

RECORD 

0-3 

March  14 -Elgin  CC  8,  JJC  1 
ELGIN  - The  JJC  tennis  team 
dropped  an  8-1  decision  to  Elgin 
Community  College.  Andrew 
Vignocchi  received  the  only  point 
for  the  Wolves  defeating  his 
opponent  in  #6  singles  by  a score 
\ 


of  1-6,  6-4,  10-5.  Charlie  Stapkc 
was  defeated  in  (#1  singles  6-1, 6-1, 
while  Michael  Fabrizio  dropped  U2 
singles  by  a score  of  6-2,  6-0.  Bob 
Beckett  was  defeated  in  #3  singles 
with  a 6- 1 . 6-0  score  and  Cale 
Ripsch  dropped  a 6-3,  6-3  decision 
in  #4  singles.  Katclyn  Gallagher 
was  defeated  in  #5  singles  by  a 
score  of  6-3,  6-2.  In  doubles  play. 
Charlie  Stapkc  and  Bob  Beckett 
dropped  a 6-1,  6-1  decision  in  #1 
doubles.  Michael  Fabrizio  and 
Illias  Ennuji  were  defeated  in  u 
close  #2  doubles  match  4-6,  6-0, 
10-6.  In  #3  singles.  Calc  Ripsch 
and  Andrew  Vignocchi  were 
defeated  by  a 6-4, 6-1  score.  JJC 
(0-3  overall)  travel  to  Moraine 
Valley  Community  College  on 
Wednesday,  March  29,  2006.  Game 
time  is  2:45  pm. 


MEN’S  BASKETBALL 

END  OF  SEASON 
RECORD  N4C 
23-9  7-3 

March  3.  - 

Region  IV  Tournament 

Semi-final  game 

JJC  46,  College  of  DuPage  43 

The  JJC  men’s  basketball  defeated 
College  of  DuPage  in  the  opting 
round  of  the  Region  IV  Division 
111  tournament  by  a score  of  46-43. 


Leading  the  way  for  the  Wolves 
was  Chris  Buchanan  with  18  points 
and  8 rebounds.  Will  Stephenson 
scored  13  points  and  pulled  down  7 
rebounds.  Anthony  Clark  also  had 
7 rebounds  in  the  contest. 
“Obviously  wc  weren't  playing  up 
tempo  in  the  first  half."  Coach  Joe 
Kuhn  said.  “The  tempo  was  slow. 
That  was  going  in  DuPage’s  favor. 
Chris  and  Will  got  us  going  in  the 
second  half." 

WOMEN’S  BASKETBALL 


END  OF  SEASON 
RECORD  N4C 
26-5  10-0 


For  more 
information 
visit 

www.jjc.edu/ 

athletics 


Sports  Briefs 

Football  raffle 

The  Wolves  football  program  is  raffling  off  a 42-inch  Toshibu  plasma  television.  The  ticket  cost  is  $10 
or  2 for  $ 1 5.  The  raffle  will  be  hold  on  April  28.  For  more  information  or  to  purchase  tickets,  contact  the 
football  office  at  280-224 1 . 

Golf  Outing 

The  JJC  baseball  team  is  hosting  a golf  outing  on  Friday.  July  21.  at  the  Carillon  Golf  Club  in  Plainfield. 
The  event  will  commence  at  1 p.m.  The  cost  to  participate,  if  payment  is  received  by  July  7,  is  S100. 
This  fee  includes  golfing,  a golf  cart,  unlimited  range  balls,  lunch  and  dinner.  If  payment  is  received 
afier  July  7.  the  cost  is  SI 25.  For  more  information  contact  the  Mark  Smith  at  280-2562. 

Cross-country  coming  to  JJC 

The  JJC  Athletic  Department  has  announced  the  addition  of  two  fall  sports.  Men’s  and  women's  cross 
country  teams  will  join  football,  men’s  soccer  and  women’s  soccer  beginning  in  the  fall  of  2006.  Cross- 
country season  will  take  place  August-October  2006,  with  practices  starting  Aug.  1 . For  more 
information,  visit  the  Athletics  website  at  www.jjc.edu/athletics  or  contact  head  coach  Rich  McCarthy  at 
rimccart@jjc.edu. 


1 University  Parkway  University  Park,  IL  60466  www.govst.edu 


Wolves  down  COD,  lose  to  Harper 

Haper  83,  JJC  80 


Sports  Editor 

JJC's  men’s  basketball  team 
suffered  a season-ending  83-80  loss 
to  #6  William  Rainer  Harper  Col- 
lege in  the  Region  IV  Tournament 
Championship  Game,  played  on 
March  5 at  Oakton  Community 
College  in  Des  Plaines. 

Larry  McGee’s  3-point  attempt 
at  the  buzzer  to  send  the  game  into 
overtime  missed.  The  Wolves  were 
looking  for  their  third  consecutive 
trip  to  the  National  Tournament. 

"Harper  is  a very  solid  team, 
and  they  are  very  smart,"  said  JJC 
head  coach  Joe  Kuhn,  who  coached 
his  eighth  regional  championship 
game  in  nine  years.  "We  were  right 
in  it  at  the  end  and  had  a chance; 
we  just  didn't  get  it  done  tonight." 

Harper  built  a 12-point  lead  at 
the  beginning  of  the  first  half  on  two 
consecutive  baskets  by  tournament 
MVP  Matt  Monaghan.  JJC  came 
back  from  that  deficit  to  make  the 
score  75-74  in  Harper’s  favor  when 
Chris  Buchanan  made  an  1 8-footer 
with  2:30  to  play. 

Monaglian  then  answered  with 
another  3-point  basket  for  the 
Hawks. 

Buchannan  appeared  to  be 
fouled  on  a missed  3-point  attempt 
the  next  trip  down  the  court.  No  foul 
was  called,  and  it  didn't  sit  well  with 
Kuhn.  He  was  called  for  a techni- 
cal foul. 

"1  was  upset  with  the  no-call, 
and  usually  they  won’t  call  that  tech 
on  a coach  with  less  than  a minute 
in  a championship  game."  said 
Kuhn. 

Harper  made  the  free  throw 
awarded  to  take  an  83-78  lead. 

Sophomore  Will  Stephenson 
made  a lay-up  off  of  an  offensive 
rebound  to  make  the  score  83-80  in 
Harper's  favor  with  12  seconds  to 
play.  Harper  fumbled  the  inbounds 
pass,  giving  JJC  another  possession 
and  a chance  to  tic  or  take  the  lead. 

Coach  Kuhn  drew  up  a play  for 
sophomore  standout  McGee  on  the 
ensuing  possession.  The  shot  didn’t 
fall,  and  the  season  was  over. 

“You  know,  we  had  a good  sea- 
son, and  these  guys  overcame  a lot 
of  things  this  year."  said  Kuhn.  "We 
knew  coming  into  this  game  that  it 
would  be  a tough  one." 


Photo  by  Michael  D/Novo 

Chris  Buchanan  led  the  Wolves  with  18  points  In  their  playoff  win  over 
College  of  DuPage  March  4.  He  also  scored  23  In  a losing  effort  In  the 
Region  IV  championship  contest  against  Harper  College  March  5. 
Buchanan  was  named,  along  with  teammate  Larry  McGee,  to  the  All- 
Tournament  team. 


For  the  season,  Buchanan  led 
the  Wolves  in  scoring,  and  he  did 
again  against  Harper.  Buchanan 
scored  23,  and  guard  Oscar  Murphy 
added  21  for  the  Wolves.  McGee 
recorded  a double-double  with  1 4 
points  and  10  rebounds. 

The  Wolves  took  the  lead  early 
in  the  game  with  a fast-paced  tempo 
that  exposed  holes  in  Harper  s tran- 
sition defense.  The  Wolves  led  the 


game  until  the  3 :45  mark  in  the  first 
half,  when  they  gave  up  a jumper, 
and  the  lead,  to  the  Hawks  38-37. 
JJC  never  regained  the  lead. 

“We  tried  to  come  out  with  a 
lot  of  intensity,  more  than  we  had 
in  the  DuPage  game  (semi-final),” 
said  Buchanan. 

• The  game  was  the  last  at  JJC 
for  sophomores  Larry'  McGee  and 
Will  Stephenson. 


Sports 

MARCH  22,  2006 


Jfep  7&  U/^  I iu  It ... 

— — ' March 


Sports  Editor 

One  of  my  favorite  sporting 
vents  is  here  again;  March  Mad- 

The  perennial  powers  like 
Duke,  North  Carolina,  Kansas,  and 
Michigan  State  are  once  again 
making  their  appearances  at  the 
tournament. 

Then  there  are  teams  like  Al- 
bany making  their  first  ever  appear- 
: in  the  big  dance. 

People  sometimes  criticize  the 
NCAA  selection  committees. 
Maybe  “sometimes"  is  an  under- 
statement. I criticized  them  for 
leaving  out  Cincinnati  and  Michi- 
gan, but  awarding  a slot  to  Air 
Force  and  Texas  A&M. 

People  say  that  the  small 
schools  don’t  have  a fair  chance. 
They’re  right  most  of  the  time.  But 
why  is  it  a larger  school’s  problem? 
The  larger  schools  shouldn't  be 
ictimized  because  there  needs  to 
be  "fairness".  The  NCAA  tourna- 
ment should  have  the  best  teams, 
no  matter  what.  It  should  create  an 
environment  in  which  the  best 
teams  are  awarded. 

Last  year,  Oakland  University 
(Rochester,  Mich.)  won  a tourney 
bid  because  it  won  its  conference 
tournament.  The  team  was  12-16. 

Teams  with  12-16  records 
have  no  business  taking  a slot  that 
good  team  could  have  played  in. 
It  is  like  affirmative  action  for  bas- 
ketball teams. 

Yes,  the  storyline  is  nice.  It  is 
great  to  hear  about  schools  you 
have  never  heard  of  earning  their 
first  ever  invitation  to  the  dance. 
But  it  is  unfair. 

Why  should  Duke,  Villanova, 
Connecticut,  or  Memphis  be  re- 
quired to  suit  up  to  play  a team  they 
know  they  are  going  to  beat?  These 
schools  have  earned  the  right  to 
play  with  the  big  boys  by  obtain- 
ing a number  one  seed.  They 
shouldn't  be  bothered  with  the  Oral 


March  Madness 
Roberts'  and  Monmouth’s  of  the 
world. 

The  top  teams  play  grueling 
schedules  in  their  conferences  and 
out.  They  play  in  pre-season  in- 
vites, like  those  in  Maui,  against 
top-flight  programs. 

The  problem  is  that  if  you  are 
a Cincinnati  or  a Michigan,  you 
play  tough  teams  throughout  the 
season  in  and  out  of  conference, 
but  end  up  playing  in  the  National 
Invitational  Tournament  (losers 
tournament).  How  many  top-25 
teams  did  Oral  Roberts  play  this 
year?  The  answer  is  zero.  Yet  it 
gets  a pass  into  the  dance  because 
it  won  the  Mid-Continent  Confer- 
ence tournament.  Cincinnati  and 
Michigan  beat  numerous  top-25 
teams. 

It  is  not  only  unfair  to  the  big 
dogs,  but  to  the  smaller  programs 
as  well. 

Let’s  see.  Oral  Roberts  wins 
its  conference  tournament  and  gets 
an  automatic  bid.  Next  up:  r 
ber-one  seed  Memphis.  How  does 
this  give  Oral  Roberts  a chance? 
Never  has  a 16-seed  team  beat 
1 -seed  in  the  history  of  the  tourna- 
ment. 

My  solution:  create  a second 
NCAA  tournament  for  the  mid- 
major teams.  Cut  the  number  of 
spots  awarded  in  the  big  dance. 
Create  a second  tournament  that 
caters  to  the  mid-major  teams  that 
would  still  be  more  prestigious 
than  the  National  Invitational 
Tournament. 

Give  these  smaller  schools  a 
chance  to  win  something.  Every 
team’s  ultimate  dream  is  to  win  the 
NCAA  championship. 

The  mid-majors  should  have 
a shot  (no  pun  intended)  at  that 
dream,  and  the  powers  can  play 
against  teams  that  they  should  be 
playing  against. 

If  there  were  two  tournaments, 
Duke  would  play  a Texas  A&M 
squad  in  the  first  round.  Connecti- 
cut could  play  an  Alabama.  The 
competitiveness  would  be  capti- 
vating. 

I’m  sure  this  is  a pipe  dream, 
but  in  the  spirit  of  competition  and 
having  dreams  come  true,  it  is  the 
best  option. 


Lady  Wolves  fall  short  of  Nationals 

COD  dominates  boards,  puts  and  end  to  JJC’s  season 


Sports  Editor 

The  fourth-ranked  Lady 
Wolves  saw  their  season  come  to  an 
end  March  5 with  a 69-52  loss  to 
rival  and  fifth-ranked  College  of 
DuPage. 

The  Wolves  had  swept  the 
regular  season  series  against  the 
Chaparrals. 

"We  were  killed  on  the  boards 
tonight,”  said  JJC  head  coach  Tony 
Giese.  "We  expected  a zone.  We 
just  could  never  get  a run  going,  and 
when  we  would  hit  a couple  of 
hoops,  DuPage  always  had  an  an- 
swer." 

I he  answer  was  COD  center 
Vaiva  Peterson.  Peterson  scored  28 
points  and  pulled  down  21  re- 
bounds. She  shot  67  percent  from 
the  field  and  made  8 of  13  free 
throws. 


With  the  rebounding  edge  se- 
curely in  COD's  favor.  66-26.  the 
Lady  Wolves  couldn't  get  into  the 
fast  break  game  they  love. 

Peterson’s  play  was  so  domi- 
nant that  the  Lady  Wolves  couldn't 
get  anything  going  in  the  paint,  hav- 
ing to  settle  for  outside  shots.  They 
shot  26  percent  on  the  night  and 
converted  only  9 of  38  3-point  at- 
tempts. 

There  was  a huge  gap  in  the 
number  of  free  throws  awarded  to 
the  teams.  COD  shot  31.  convert- 
ing on  17.  JJC  made  5 of  8 attempts 
from  the  charily  stripe. 

Opening  the  game  by  convert- 
ing only  1 of  their  first  15  shots,  the 
Lady  Wolves  quickly  found  them- 
selves in  a hole  too  deep  to  climb 
out  of — on  this  night,  at  least. 

However,  with  all  of  their 
shooting  woes,  the  Lady  Wolves 


were  only  down  by  a 34-27  halftime 
score. 

“I  told  the  kids  it  was  our  poor- 
est half  of  the  season,"  Giese  said. 

The  story  was  much  the  same 
in  the  second  half.  COD  outscored 
JJC  35-25  in  the  half  and  shot  42.3 
percent  from  the  field,  to  JJC's  23.7 
percent. 

ITie  Lady  Wolves  were  led  by 
All-Tournament  selections  Heather 
Graefnitz.  who  scored  20  points, 
and  Stacey  LaBuhn,  who  added  14. 

A 16-gamc  winning  streak  was 
snapped  with  the  loss,  solidifying  a 
final  record  of  26-5  for  the  Lady 
Wolves.  They  recorded  the  most 
wins  in  school  history'  and  earned 
an  undefeated  and  undisputed  con- 
ference championship. 

The  Lady  Wolves  finished  fifth 
at  last  year’s  national  tournament 
and  third  at  the  2004  tournament. 


athletes  of  the  Issue 
Mike  Offerman 

Freshman  pitcher  Mike  Offerman,  a 
product  of  Minooka  High  School 
struck  out  8 batters  in  a shutout 
performance  against  College  of 
Lake  County  (Grays/ake,  III.)  in  the 
Wolves’  home  opener  double 
header  on  March  12. 

The  southpaw  gave  up  5 hits  and  3 
walks  in  the  performance. 

Heather  Graefnitz 


Sophomore  forward  Heather 
■ ' / ■ Graefn,tz  scored  20  points  in  her 

I final  game  as  a member  of  the  Lady 
-jf  Wolves  basketball  team. 

H y 1 Graefnitz,  a two-sport  standout  at 

j J0LIEV  j will  continue  as  a student- 

athlete  at  the  University  of  Tampa  in 
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Early  Childhood  Center  hosts  the  Week  of  the  Young  Child 


Main  campus  has  its  own  Mother  Goose 


Meta  Machulis 


Co-Editor 


Staff  writer 

Kids  peddled  down  the  halls  of 
JJC  and  into  a week-long  celebra- 
tion just  for  them. 

Young  children  were  the  focus 
of  campus  festivities,  organized  by 
the  Early  Childhood  Center,  April 
3-8  during  the  National  Association 
for  the  Education  of  Young 
Children’s  “Week  of  the  Young 
Child.” 

The  program  was  launched 
with  a Family  Fun  Night  April  3 
with  special  guest  Caryn  Genens, 
JJC  greenhouse  manager.  Genens 
provided  “ice  plants”  for  the  chil- 
dren to  plant  with  their  invited  fam- 
ily members.  In  addition,  the  kids 
decorated  garden  stepping  stones, 
magnetic  picture  frames  and  were 
treated  to  dirt  cups  made  of  pudding 
and  gummy  worms. 

The  purpose  of  the  week  is  to 
focus  public  attention  on  the  needs 
of  young  children  and  their  fami- 
lies and  io  support  the  early-child- 
hood  programs  and  services.  Stu- 
dents, staff  and  family  members  also 
pinned  on  navy  blue  ribbons  to  ac- 
knowledge the  month  of  April  as 
Child  Abuse  Prevention  Month. 

Event  manager  and  Early 
Childhood  Center  Coordinator 
Beverly  Cavanaugh  said,  “It’s  de- 
lightful to  see  the  interaction 
throughout  this  week.  Having  these 
kinds  of  programs  keeps  kids  on  the 
straight  and  narrow  and  really  gets 


Nature  flourishes  around  JJC, 
and  this  spring,  one  of  the  campus’ 
resident  animals  has  decided  to  give 
the  JJC  community  a closer  look  at 
its  lifestyle.  A Canadian  goose  has 
made  her  nest  at  die  bottom  of  the 
patio  steps  outside  the  main  cam- 
pus cafeteria. 

Laurie  Bierman,  secretary  of 
the  Office  of  Student  Activities,  has 
been  keeping  an  eye  on  the  goose 
since  she  first  noticed  it  on  March 
27.  She  witnessed  the  goose  creat- 
ing its  nest  and  protecting  its  eggs. 

“She  pulled  her  feathers  out, 
and  she  would  stuff  them  under  her 
and  push  the  eggs  to  the  middle  of 
the  nest,”  Bierman  explained. 

Bierman  said  the  nest  has  five 
eggs,  which  will  probably  hatch 
near  the  end  of  April. 

The  OSA  office— which  is  lo- 
cated on  the  area  of  the  bridge  that 
overlooks  the  goose’s  nest — has 
posted  a list  of  “goose  facts”  on  the 
window  near  the  office. 

OSA  is  also  currendy  develop- 
ing a contest  for  students  to  name 
the  goose  or  her  goslings  (baby 
geese). 


most  out  of  die  activities.  The  bi- 
cycles are  provided  by  die  ECC. 

This  is  JJC's  tenth  observance 
of  die  Week  of  the  Young  Child, 
widi  activities  funded  through  the 
Early  Childhood  Center,  widi  sup- 
port from  donations. 

WYC,  a partnership/fellowship 
with  NAEYC.  is  celebrated  across 
die  country  by  hundreds  of  local  or- 
ganizations that  work  to  progress 
opportunities  for  young  children. 
NAEYC.  which  was  founded  in 
1926,  is  the  world's  hugest  organi- 
zation focused  on  young  children 
with  nearly  100.000  members,  a 
national  network  of  over  300  local, 
state  and  regional  affiliates  and  n 
growing  global  alliance  of  compat- 
ible organizations,  according  to 
NAEYC.org.  Focusing  on  children 
from  birth  dirough  die  age  of  eight, 
NAEYC  is  centered  on  die  excel- 
lence of  educational  and  develop- 
mental services  for  children. 

WYC  closed  its  celebration  on 
April  8;  however,  Donna 
Nowdomski.  Early  Childhood  Cen- 
ter Coordinator,  pointed  out  the  last- 
ing rewards  of  the  children’s  art 
work. 

“When  they  saw  the  art  fair  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Department,  they  de- 
cided they  wanted  one  too."  The 
children  now  have  an  art  fair  dis- 
play inside  of  the  ECC,  as  well  as  a 
display  in  the  hallway  outside  of  the 
center.  The  children’s  art  will  be  on 
sale  May  5 at  the  ECC's  Family  Pic- 
nic. 


Photo  courtesy  ot  Laurie  bierman 

JJC's  very  own  goose  eggs  are  nestled  comfortably  at  the  bottom  of  the 
cement  steps  outside  the  cafeteria.  The  eggs,  laid  by  a Canadian  goose, 
are  expected  to  hatch  at  the  end  of  April. 

Barricades  have  been  placed  at  porarily. 
file  top  of  the  patio  steps  to  prevent  The  barricades  now  lay  on 
anyone  from  disturbing  the  nest.  The  their  sides  so  that  they  will  not 
barricades  were  originally  set  up-  tumble  down  the  steps  and  upset 
right,  but  Bierman  said  dial  the  wind  the  goose, 
twice  blew  the  barricades  down  the  o__  paaci? 

, . . . ...  See  GOOSE  on 

steps  and  dangerously  close  to  the 

goose,  scaring  it  out  of  its  nest  tern-  page  2 


Children  and  staff  from  the  JJC  Early  Childhood  Center  sell  baked  goods  on  the  bridge  on  Wednesday,  April  5, 
as  part  of  the  ECC's  celebration  of  the  Week  of  the  Young  Child.  The  children  also  sold  their  original  artwork, 
which  can  still  be  purchased  with  a donation  by  contacting  the  ECC  at  (815)  280-2280. 


to  the  core  level  of  the  cause.” 

The  week’s  events  included  ac- 
tivities for  toddlers,  such  as  float 
building,  bicycle  decorating  and  a 
parade  through  the  main  concourse. 
SPRITE  club  collaborated  with  the 
childhood  center  and  had  a cookie 
bake-off  to  support  the  children’s 
cookie  and  art  sale  and  also  hosted  a 


Family  Kite  Fly  and  Egg  Hunt 
April  8 and  a Recognition  Break- 
fast April  7 for  ECC  teachers  & 
staff. 

“My  personal  favorite  is  the 
reading  program,”  said 
Cavanaugh.  “We  invite  everyone 
to  get  involved.  It  allows  children 
to  have  a different  experience  and 


it's  a stress  breaker  for  the  reuder. 
It's  truly  uplifting  and  rewarding 
and  it’s  just  a wonderful  feeling.” 
The  reading  program  was  held 
every  day  of  WYC.  Volunteers  were 
each  given  a 15  minute  slot  to  read 
a book  to  the  children.  According 
to  Cavanaugh,  the  children  enjoy 
the  bicycle  decorating  and  riding  the 


Degree  Audit  guides 
choices  for  students 


Meta  Machulis 


Co-Editor 

In  the  previous  issue  of  the 
Bluzer,  some  information  was  in- 
correct in  the  article  “New  system 
simplifies  tracking  degrees  " This 
article  contains  ihe  correct  infor- 
mation about  Degree  Audit. 

Degree  Audit  is  un  academic 
evaluation  tool  with  which  a coun- 
selor, adviser,  student  and  admin- 
istrator can  monitor  a student's  aca- 
demic progress  while  working  to- 
ward the  completion  of  a degree 
and/or  certificate.  It  works  by  en- 
tering a student's  information  into 
a campus  computer  equipped  with 
the  system  used  for  Degree  Audit, 
Datatel.  The  system  displuys  stu- 
deut-specific  information,  includ- 
ing the  student's  curriculum  code, 
completed  classes  and  classes  still 
required  for  completion  of  the 
student’s  particular  certificate  or 
degree. 

The  evaluation  is  not  an  offi- 
cial transcript  or  a guarantee  of 
graduation  acceptance;  rather,  it  is 
a review  of  the  credits  appropriate 
for  file  student's  degree  require- 


ments.  With  Degree  Audit,  stu- 
dents cun  find  out  if  they  are  tak- 
ing the  correct  classes  und  if  they 
arc  listed  under  the  correct  curricu- 
lum code 

Degree  Audit  is  also  helpful 
to  students  who  are  thinking  ot 
changing  their  major  or  degree,  as 
it  ullows  them  to  learn  which  of 
their  completed  clusses  may  apply 
to  their  new  major  and  bow  many 
additional  clusses  will  be  required 

The  Degree  Audit  system  has 
been  in  the  works  for  several  years 
It  wus  implemented  by  the  Degree 
Audit  Working  Group,  which  is  a 
committee  mude  up  of  representa- 
tives from  departments  throughout 
JJC.  The  previous  article  incor- 
rectly stnted  tliut  tite  system  wus 
developed  by  the  Counseling  and 
Advising  Department  and  Student 
'Accommodations  »md  Resources; 

The  system  is  currently  avail- 
able to  students  through  their  coun- 
selors or  academic  advisers;  how- 
ever, there  are  plans  to  possibly 
make  Degree  Audit  available  to 
students,  beginning  in  fall  2006, 
through  JJC’s  e-resources  online 
software.  


Opinion/  News 

April  12.  2006 


BLAZER  VIEW 

The  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  idiot  box? 


Television  has  Irecome  a fa- 
miliar word  to  all  Americans.  Chil- 
dren in  this  country  use  the  word 
“TV”  us  part  oftlieir  everydny  vo- 
cabulary. To  many  people,  this 
doesn't  seem  to  be  a problem 
since  TV  has  been  around  since  the 
40s. 

However,  some  people  think 
otherwise.  Studies  have  consis- 
tently shown  that  TV  is  harmful  to 
a child's  early  development, 
memory  skills,  social  well-being 
and  creative  process.  Corporations 
use  TV  as  advertising  vehicles  to 
increase  brand  loyalty  and  ma- 
nipulate citizens  to  be  good,failh- 
ful  consumers.  TV  causes  harm  not 
only  to  children:  adults  ore  also  at 
risk.  TV  has  even  changed  the 
way  families  function  together 
Many  studies  show  that  almost 
half  the  entire  U.S.  population- 
watches  TV  while  eating  dinner. 
What  happened  to  the  dining 

Research  has  also  shown  thul 
the  average  Americiui  watches  al- 
most eight  hours  of  TV  each  day. 
In  eight  hours,  a person  could  read 
a book,  talk  with  friends,  spend 
time  outside  or  have  a meaningful 


conversation  with  u family  meml>er. 

Is  eight  hours  sitting  in  front  of 
u box  filled  with  false  pictures  and 
rapid  advertisements  any  way  to 
spend  hulf  a day? 

In  response  to  these  problems, 
a program  called  TV  Turnoff  Week- 
was  created  in  1994  by  the  TV  Turn- 
off Network.  The  program  is  a 
grassroots  organization,  sponsored 
by  Adbusters  Magazine  and  many 
other  nonprofit  organizations.  TV 
Turnoff  Week,  the  founders  say  in 
their  mission  statement  is  dedicated 
to  ''empowering  people  to  take  con- 
trol of  technology  and  not  letting 
technology  take  control  of  them  so 
they  can  live  healthier  lives.”  For 
one  week  in  April,  participants  turn 
off  their  TVs  and  devote  their  time 
to  more  creative  pursuits. 

Last  year,  over  8 million  people 
participated  in  TV  Tumoff  Week. 
Families  and  schools  all  over  the 
country  have  participated  in  the 
past.  For  2006,  TV  Tumoff  Week 
will  take  place  April  24-30. 

We  at  the  Blazer  feel  that  this 
program  is  a great  idea  and  that 
people  should  participate  if  they 
believe  they  watch  too  much  TV. 
However,  a serious  question  can  be 


raised  in  response  to  this  program: 
a week  without  TV  is  n strong 
statement,  but  is  it  hypocritical  if 
participants  go  back  to  watching 
TV  at  the  end  of  the  week?  Of 
course  it  is,  but  the  program  is 
meant  to  be  a start  for  people  to 
wake  up  and  realize  there  are  more 
meaningful  things  to  do  instead  of 
sitting  iu  front  of  the  TV.  The 
founders  of  TV  Turnoff  Week 
hope  to  change  people’s  habits  of 
excessive  TV  viewing. 

We  at  the  Bluzer  also  feel  that 
students  at  JJC  should  think  about 
participating  in  this  program.  It’s 
true  that  many  students  don't  have 
time  to  watch  TV  anyway  because 
of  hectic  class  schedules  and 
homework,  but  the  principle  of 
completely  cutting  oneself  off 
from  the  television  is  a strong 
statement. 

Fellow  students,  the  week  of 
April  24-30  is  drawing  near.  All 
of  us  at  the  Blazer  agree  that  it  will 
be  hard  to  give  up  TV  for  u week, 
but  hope  that  it  will  be  the  start  of 
a productive  time  for  creative  pur- 
suits and  self-awareness.  Will  it  be 
the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the 
idiot  box? 


GOOSE  continued 
from  page  1 

Biennan  said  she  believes  the 
goose  may  be  a “single  mother”  be- 
cause a mule  goose  has  not  been  no- 
ticeably present  in  the  vicinity. 
However,  when  tire  blowing  barri- 
cades scared  die  goose  from  its  nest, 
Bierman  said  a male  goose  ap- 
peared to  coax  the  mother  goose 
back  to  the  nest.  The  male,  however, 
has  not  been  seen  since,  and 
Bierman  wondered  if  the  male  was 
just  a “neighbor”  from  another 
nearby  nest. 

Although  the  goose  is  protec- 
tive of  her  eggs,  she  may  abandon 
her  nest  if  she  is  frightened,  so 
please  do  not  disturb  the  mother-to- 


GOOSE  FACTS 

Geese  live  for  about  20  years 
A fully-grown  goose  weighs  about  20-25  pounds 
Geese  mate  for  life  and  will  stay  together  during  all  seasons 
- They  will  find  a new  mate  if  a mate  dies  or  is  killed 
Geese  nesting  in  the  United  States  are  not  migratory:  they  are 
/ "resident"  geese  that  were  born  here 
They  begin  to  nest  at  3 years  old 

Geese  have  a strong  instinct  to  return  to  the  area  where  they 
were  born,  and  often  mate  and  nest  there 
Geese  prefer  isolated  sites  near  water  to  nest 
Nests  are  usually  on  the  ground,  in  the  open 
The  eggs  in  a goose’s  nest  are  called  a "clutch" 

AH  geese  in  a single  clutch  hatch  on  approximately  the  same  day 
• Goslings  learn  to  fly  about  2-3  months  after  hatching 


Source:  \ 


be. 


v.geesepeace.org 


Randal  ’s  Rants... 


“...identity  theft  affects  millions  of 
households  each  year’’ 


Staff  writer 

Horror  movie  junkies  will 
agree  that  the  most  disturbing 
threats  are  the  ones  you  can’t  see. 

A big  hairy  monster  in  your 
bathroom  is  unnerving,  but  at  least 
you  know  what  you're  dealing  with. 
A spiteful  being  that  prowls  in  the 
shadows  is  much  more  frightening 
because  you're  never  sure  when  it’  11 
strike. 

Well,  mine  has  stricken. 

Chase  bank’s  online  banking 
service  was  the  canary  in  my  iden- 
tity-theft coal  mine.  It  started  its 
cautionary  whistling  three  weeks 
ago  with  a mysterious,  late  Sunday 
night  phone  call.  First,  Chase  was 
pleased  with  my  most  recent  de- 
posit. Then,  I expressed  concern 
with  the  sudden,  rapid  disappear- 
ance of  funds  in  my  checking  and 
savings  account.  Finally,  I resorted 
to  freezing  all  of  my  accounts. 

I had  moved  from  delight  to 
disdain  and  divorce  in  weeks;  it  felt 
like  one  of  my  old  relationships.  But 
there  was  one  little  problem:  I 
thought  I took  all  of  the  necessary 
precautions  when  my  purse  was  sto- 
len two  months  ago  (thank  you, 
whoever  you  are)  here  at  JJC.  I filed 
a police  report.  I put  a fraud  alert 
on  my  credit  report.  I changed  iny 
debit  card  and  canceled  checks.  But 
when  I called  Chase  to  settle  the 
matter,  they  told  me  someone  was 
using  my  personal  information.  I 
felt  violated.  And  I can  only  have 
faith  in  “what  goes  around  comes 
around”. 

Identity  theft  is  rapidly  becom- 
ing an  all-too-prevalent  form  of  21st 
century  terrorism,  and  it  would  have 
been  beneficial  to  take  to  heart  how 
to  combat  it. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 


says  identity  theft  affects  millions 
of  households  each  year.  They  say 
credit  card  misuse  is  the  most  com- 
mon type  of  identity  theft,  and  25 
percent  of  victims  had  banking  and 
other  types  of  accounts  used  with- 
out permission. 

Well,  my  monster,  my  possible 
fellow  student,  my  villain,  has  cho- 
sen the  latter  route  and  has  been 
enjoying  playing  me,  gauging  from 
the  stolen  checks  that  came  through 
my  account. 

I’m  hoping  he  or  she  is  having 
a lot  more  fun  than,  say,  stalling  a 
line  at  the  gas  station  because  all  that 
remains  of  the  S$$$  in  my  account 
is  now  ZERO.  Wliile  the  “new”  me 
is  enjoying  a spree,  the  “old"  me  has 
been  silting  on  the  phone  for  hours, 
filing  disputes.  The  old  me  has  had 
to  retrieve  and  photocopy  the  po- 
lice report  and  act  like  a grown  up 
the  whole  time,  which  is  clearly  not 
what  the  person  who  is  out  there 
spending  my  money  is  doing.  That 
person’s  been  splurging  around 
town,  buying  clollies  where  the  only 
things  that  would  probably  come 
close  to  fitting  me  are  hair 
scrunchies.  Even  those  wouldn’t 
work  because  my  hair  is  too  short. 

What  the  identity  thief  doesn’t 
know  is  just  whose  identity  he  or 
she  has  stolen.  MINE\  Let’s  see  how 
that  person  likes  being  a crazy,  frus- 
trated, hardworking  20-year-old  fe- 
male. The  amount  of  work  and 
school  hours  alone  would  burst  that 
person’s  bubble,  judging  on  the  po- 
tential career  choice.  Isn’t  the  theif 
going  to  get  tired  of  having  to  actu- 
ally work  for  a living? 

Sure,  the  check  theft  bites.  And 
I loved  the  purse  my  boyfriend 
bought  me  while  he  was  away  on 

See  THEFT  on  page  5 
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Question  of  the  Issue 

If  you  were  President,  what  would  you  do  to  boost  your  approval  rating? 


"Find  a way  to  get  our  troops  out 
of  the  war-an  exit  plan.” 

- Robb  Shuttleworth 


- Joe  Kasper 


"Bring  home  the  troops;  help 
with  natural  disasters;  conserve 
oil  better." 

• LaCara  Eubanks 


“Give  better  efforts  to  minimize 
unemployment.” 

- Sam  Cryer 


“If  I were  President  Bush,  I’d  step 
out  of  office." 


"Make  sure  someone  like  Bush 
never  gels  in  office." 


- LaKeshia  King 


Letter  Policy 


lie  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters.  Please  sign" and  provide  a phone  number 
for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  autliencity  of  the  letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300 
words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through 
interoffice  or  regular  mail, .email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 
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Opinion 

April  12.  2006 


Our  generation,  in  the  grand 
scheme  of  things,  has  been  blessed 
with  a largely  fair  and  equal  life  ex- 
perience as  opposed  to  that  of  a gen- 
eration or  two  ago.  Imagine:  145 
years  ago,  it  was  legal  for  one  per- 
son to  own  another — based  solely 
on  skin  pigment.  That  idea,  to  most 
of  us  I’m  sure,  is  completely  alien. 

We  have  had  our  obstacles  to 
overcome  and  are  still  a great  deal 
away  from  a perfectly  equal  soci- 
ety, but  in  the  past  half-century  we 
have  made  tremendous  leaps  and 
bounds  toward  that  end.  The  civil 
rights  movement  of  the  ‘60s  brought 
the  issue  to  the  forefront  of  the 
American  consciousness.  Incredible 
people  such  as  Dr.  King,  Rev.  Jack- 
son  and  Mr.  Roy  Wilkins  effected  a 
change  in  the  psyche  of  our  nation 
through  peaceful  protests  and  non- 
violent demonstrations. 

The  contributions  these  fine 
individuals  made  to  the  bettering  of 
our  society  should  be  used  as  a step- 
ping-stone to  further  our  growth,  not 
as  a crutch  to  be  leaned  on. 

I refer  to  an  incident  a few 
weeks  ago  in  which  a U.S.  represen- 
tative was  stopped  by  a police  of- 
ficer before  entering  a restricted  area 
in  an  office  building  in  D.C.  The 
officer  stopped  her,  and  an  alterca- 
tion ensued,  in  which  Rep.  Cynthia 
McKinney  (D-Ga.)  claimed  she  was 
“inappropriately  touched”  (a  claim 
since  retracted),  and  in  which  the 
officer  was  struck  by  McKinney — 
an  offense  that  can  bring  about  an 
arrest. 


Who  would  fault  a cop  for 
stopping  an  unidentified  person 
from  gaining  access  to  a federal 
building,  especially  in  the  current 
high-security  atmosphere  our  na- 
tional capitol  is  in? 

A day  after  the  incident, 
McKinney’s  lawyer  said  she  was 
racially  profiled  and  “a 
victim. . .because  of  how  she  looks 
and  the  color  of  her  skin."  Days 
after  that,  McKinney  issued  an 
apology  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives and  said  she  “deeply  regret- 
ted” the  incident — a stark  contrast 
to  her  previous  statement. 

I refer  also  to  the  current  MLB 
controversy.  Barry  Bonds 
cheated — he  used  steroids.  So  did 
McGuire  and  Sosa  and  Giambi. 
Bonds  told  a grand  jury  that  he  “un- 
knowingly” used  steroids.  There  is 
pressure  from  fans,  writers  and  crit- 
ics of  baseball  on  Commissioner 
Bud  Selig  to  act  on  new  informa- 
tion detailing  steroid  use  by  Bonds 
and  others.  Some  have  suggested 
that  it  is  a “witch  hunt”  and  Bonds 
is  being  singled  out  because  he  is  a 
black  man  about  to  break  Babe 
Ruth’s  home  run  record. 

Both  of  these  incidents  invoke 
the  race  card  without  cause.  Bring- 
ing race  into  the  equation  confuses 
relevant  matters  with  non-issues.  It 
also  lessens  the  impact  of  signifi- 
cant racial  bias  and  is  akin  to  cry- 
ing wolf. 

See  POINT 
on  page  5 


Bringing  race  into  the 
equation  confuses  rel- 
evant matters  with  non- 
issues. It  also  lessens  the 
impact  of  significant  ra- 
cial bias  and  is  akin  to 
crying  wolf. 

--  Luke  Homberger 

The  same  goes  for 
everyone  that  pulls  “the 
race  card”.  For  some 
people,  blaming  anybody 
but  themselves  for  their 
actions  seems  to  be  ac- 
ceptable. 

— Jim  Nelson 


. Congresswoman  Cynthia 
McKinney  (D-Ga.)  recently  created 
controversy  by  claiming  she  was  a 
victim  of  racial  profiling  after  alter- 
cation with  a capitol  police  officer  at 
a security  checkpoint. 

Apparently,  the  officer  had  not 
cleared  her  to  enter  the  capitol  build- 
ing, and  grabbed  McKinney  when 
she  passed  the  checkpoint  without 
authorization.  Offended  by  the  police 
offer,  McKinney  proceeded  to  assault 
the  police  officer,  striking  him  with 
her  cell  phone.  She  has  claimed  that 
she  was  only  stopped  because  she 
was  black. 

I think  racial  profiling  is  a ter- 
rible thing.  However,  this  is  not  a case 
of  racial  profiling;  this  is  a case  of 
her  screwing  up  and  using  her  status 
as  a representative  to  twist  the  truth. 

With  the  threat  of  terrorism  in 
our  world  every  day,  law  enforcement 
authorities  must  properly  screen  ev- 
erybody entering  a government  facil- 
ity. McKinney  chose  not  to  comply 
with  the  procedures  in  place. 

Everybody  makes  mistakes.  In 
this  situation,  whether  this  was  her 
mistake  or  the  officer’s,  all  that 
needed  to  be  done  was  to  go  back  to 
the  checkpoint  and  follow  the  proce- 
dures. McKinney  decided  striking  a 
police  officer  was  the  better  route  in 
this  case. 

During  an  interview  on  CNN  the 
week  following  the  altercation,  she 
claimed,  “They  should  have  recog- 
nized me.  My  hair  is  still  the  same." 

Then,  McKinney’s  lawyer, 
James  W.  Myart,  Jr.,  told  the  Associ- 


ated Press  that  his  client  was  "just 
a victim  of  being  in  Congress  while 
black.” 

Dozens  of  black  Congress- 
men and  women  walk  through  se- 
curity on  Capital  Hill  daily.  They 
don't  seem  to  have  any  problems. 

McKinney,  according  to  one 
police  officer,  walked  through  a 
metal  detector.  When  police  asked 
her  to  slop,  she  ignored  them  and 
continued  on  her  way  into  the 
building.  The  police  officer  then 
chased  and  grabbed  McKinney, 
just  as  he  should  do  with  any  per- 
son who  ignores  the  authorities. 

Racial  profiling,  according  to 
the  ACLU  website,  occurs  in  “any 
police  or  private  security  practice 
in  which  a person  is  treated  as  a 
suspect  because  of  his  or  her  race, 
ethnicity,  nationality  or  religion. 
This  occurs  when  police  investi- 
gate, stop,  frisk,  search  or  use  force 
against  a person  based  on  such 
characteristics  instead  of  evidence 
of  a person's  criminal  behavior.” 

If  any  white  person  would 
have  done  the  same  thing  and  ig- 
nored authorities  doing  their  job, 
they  would  have  been  chased  and 
grabbed  too.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  fact  that  McKinney  is 
black.  There  was  evidence  of 
McKinney’s  actions.  She  clearly 
didn't  follow  proper  security  pro- 
cedures in  a federal  government 
building. 

See  COUNTER- 
POINT on  page  8 


I like  the  feeling  of  independence 
UPS  gives  me. 


Up  to  this  point,  I've  relied  on  my  parents  for  just  about  everything, 
including  paying  for  my  college  education.  I decided  it  was  time  to  take 
responsibility  for  myself  and  UPS  helped.  By  working  as  a Part-Time 
Package  Handler,  I can  get  as  much  as  $23,000  toward  my  college 
expenses  and  tuition  with  the  Earn  and  Learn®  Program.  Who  knew 
making  good  decisions  would  be  so  easy? 


Part-Time  Package  Handlers 

• Earn  $8.50  per  hour,  with  increases  of  50C  after  90  days 
and  50C  after  one  year 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Paid  Vacations 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

■ Weekends  & Holidays  Off 

• Excellent  Benefits  (Medical/Life  & 401 K) 


Get  as  much  as 

$23,000* 

in  College 
financial  Assislance 


learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn®  Program  and  Part-Time 
Package  Handler  opportunities  offered  through  Joliet  Junior  College 
today!  Please  contact  Essence  Brass  at:  708-670-4637  or  visit: 
www.upsjobs.com/chicago 
Access  Code:  3306 


UPS  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
M/F/D/V 
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Complete  success... 


at  National-Louis  University. 

Community  college  was  the  right  choice  for  you.  Natlonal-Louis  is  another. 
Here’s  why: 

✓ Over  60  programs  In  education,  business,  and  arts  and  sciences 
/ Classes  available  days,  weekends,  evenings  or  online 

/ 120-year  history  respected  by  employers  and  educators  alike 

✓ Programs  well  grounded  In  research  yet  applicable  to  the  real  world 

✓ Experienced  faculty  dedicated  to  your  learning 

/ Peer  support  through  team  learning  with  cohort  or  cluster  models 

✓ Financial  aid  and  scholarships  available  for  those  who  qualify 

/ Accelerated  programs  you  can  finish  In  as  little  as  13-18  months’ 

Your  bachelor's  degree  is  closer  than  you  think.  Join  the  thousands  of 
Illinois  students  who  chose  National-Louis  to  complete  their  success. 

National-Louis  University. 

Moving  you  forward. 

• Chicago  • Elgin  • Evanston  • Lisle  • Wheeling 
Call  888. NLU. TODAY  or  learn  more  at 
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News  Briefs 


Police 

Blotter 


Theft  at  JJC  bookstore 

Juardean  Bates,  JJC  student, 
was  arrested  after  the  theft  of  two 
books  from  the  JJC  bookstore  on 
March  29. 

According  to  JJC  police.  Bales 
picked  up  two  books  upon  entering 
the  bookstore.  After  she  attempted 
to  return  the  books  for  cnsh,  JJC 
bookstore  employees  contacted  JJC 
police.  Bates  was  cooperative  and 
admitted  her  crime  after  being  in- 
formed that  the  cameras  would  be 
checked.  A friend  of  Bates  who  mis- 
represented herself  was  referred  to 
the  Student  Code  of  Conduct,  po- 
lice said. 

Bates  was  arrested.  Bond  was 
set  at  $1,000,  and  her  court  date  is 
scheduled  for  May  1 1 . 

Theft  at  Centennial  Commons 

A burglary  reportedly  took 
place  at  Centennial  Commons  in 
apartment  317  on  March  4. 

According  to  JJC  police,  the 
occupant  reported  a broken  window 
and  $700  cash  missing  from  the 
apartment. 

Anyone  who  has  information 
regarding  this  case  is  encouraged  to 
contact  die  JJC  Police  Department 
hi  (815)  280-2234 


Possession  of  cannabis  at  Centen- 
nial Commons 

Jackie  Smith  of  Joliet  was  ar- 
rested for  possession  of  cannabis  at 
Centennial  Commons  on  March  12. 

According  to  JJC  police,  police 
arrived  at  apartment  228  after  re- 
ports of  tlie  smell  of  cannabis  by 
Centennial  Commons'  manage- 
ment. Smith  was  arrested  for  pos- 
sessing beer  and  cannabis  in  her 
apartment,  police  said. 

Bond  was  set  at  $1,000. 
Smith's  court  date  is  scheduled  for 
April  13. 

Fight  at  Centennial  Commons 

JJC  officers  assisted  the  Joliet 
Police  Department  in  a dispute  that 
occurred  in  apartment  136  at  Cen- 
tennial Commons  between  two 
roommates  on  March  18. 

According  to  JJC  police,  one 
female  roommate  unlocked  her 
roommate’s  door  with  a butcher 
knife  to  wake  her.  When  she  en- 
tered, she  began  yelling  about  the 
dishes  and  silverware  in  the  room, 
proceeding  to  take  silverware  and 
dishes  and  throw  them  onto  the  liv- 
ing room  floor,  police  said. 

Tire  Joliet  Police  Department 
arrested  one  of  die  residents. 


Student  Trustee  Voting 

The  election  for  the  2006- 
2007  JJC  student  trustee  will  be 
held  April  12  and  13.  Read  about 
the  candidates  and  cast  your  vote 
online  at  www.jjc.edu/vote. 

Spring  Fling 

Spring  Fling  week  is  a chance 
to  have  fun  with  fellow  students 
and  staff  of  JJC.  Activities  will 
begin  with  Student  Government’s 
Diversity  Day  on  Monday,  April 
24  from  10  a.m.  to  1 p.m.  in  the 
TV  area  on  tire  Bridge.  Tuesday. 
April  25  will  be  Game  Day  on 
Center  Bridge  with  Dance  Dance 
Revolution  and  Inflatable  Twister 
from  10  a.m.  to  2 p.m.  Wednes- 
day, April  26  will  be  Karaoke  Fi- 
nals (for  previous  Karoake  winners 
from  the  year)  and  shaved  ice  and 
caricaturists  from  II  a.m  1 p.m. 
UPS  will  provide  door  prizes  to  be 
given  uway  each  day,  and  food  will 
be  provided. 

Flea  Market 

Office  of  Student  Activities  is 
sponsoring  a flea  market  on 
Wednesday.  April  12.  from  1 1 a.m. 
to  1 p.m.  More  than  15  groups  or 
individuals  will  be  on  the  bridge 
selling  items  including  clothing, 
knick  knacks,  pictures,  and  other 


treasures. 

Nursing  Open  House  at  Sil- 
ver Cross 

Silver  Cross  Hospital  will  host 
an  open  house  for  registered  nurses 
and  new  RN  nursing  graduates  on 
Saturday,  April  8.  from  8 a.m.  to 
noon  in  the  hospital's  Francis  Pa- 
vilion Lobby,  1200  Maple  Rd., 
Joliet.  SilverCross  is  currently  hir- 
ing registered  nurses  for  the  telem- 
etry, pediatrics  mid  medical  units, 
as  well  as  the  expanding  emergency 
department.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.silvercross.org  or  call 
Maureen  Jaszczak  at  (815)  740- 
7060. 

Piano  Student  Recital 

Kimberly  Widmer  of 
Shorewood  and  Melissa  Withers  of 
Channahon  will  present  a piano  re- 
cital on  Thursday,  April  20.  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  Both 
are  JJC  music  majors  and  piano  stu- 
dents of  Sue  Mulmberg,  prolessor 
of  music  and  music  coordinator. 
The  students  will  perform  the  works 
of  J.S.  Bach,  Beethoven,  Mozart, 
Debussy,  Copland.  and 
Khachaturian.  The  recital  is  open  to 
the  public,  and  admission  is  free. 
For  more  information,  call  280- 


Singing  Class  and  Chorale 
Concert 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
will  present  the  soprano  Amanda 
Halgrimson.  Halgrimson  will  of- 
fer a singing  master  class  for  high 
school  age  through  adult  on  April 
29  from  1 to  4 p.m.  hi  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre.  On  April  30  at  3 p.m.,  she 
will  appear  as  guest  artist  with  the 
JJC  Chorale  in  a concert  entitled 
“From  Salzburg  to  Chicago!”  For 
more  information,  contact  the  Fine 
Arts  office  ut  280-2223.  Those  in- 
terested in  the  masterclass  should 
call  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the 
session. 

Tunes  and  Tastes 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
will  present  its  forth  tuinuol  “Tunes 
and  Tastes”  concert  on  Saturday, 
May  6,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre  and  the  cafeteria. 
Performing  ensembles  will  include 
the  college's  auditioned  choir,  die 
JJC  Chamber  Singers  and  the  JJC 
Jazz  Combo.  Admission  is  $12 
and  includes  the  concert  and  a se- 
lection of  desserts  prepared  by  die 
Culinary  Arts  Department.  Pro- 
ceeds will  benefit  music  scholar- 
ships. For  reservations,  call  280- 
2223.  The  reservation  deadline  is 
Wednesday,  May  3. 


2287. 


The  Blazer  staff  is  looking  for  new  staff  writers  and  editors  for  next 
I fall.  Interested?  Contact  Bob  Marcink  at  (815)  280-2607. 


give  me  guidance  that  matte 


Online  Open  House 
for  Transfer  Students 

Join  us: 

Tuesday.  June  13 
11  am  to  7 pm 


Roosevelt  offers  degrees  in  Biomedical  Sciences. 
Business.  Communications.  Education.  Fast  Track 
degrees  for  adults,  and  many  more! 


To  register,  visit: 
www.roosevelt  edu/onlineevents 


1-877-APPLYRU 

applyRU@roosevelt.edu 


Roosevelt  UniTersity 


I CAN  LEARN 
FROM  EXPERTS. 


I CAN  BECOME 
AN  EXPERT. 


Our  faculty  members  have  long  been  leaders  in  their  respective  fields— business, 
psychology,  communications,  graphic  design  and  more.  They're  also  committed 
to  helping  you  prepare  for  your  own  satisfying  and  successful  career.  There's  a 
lot  you  want  to  do  in  life.  With  a great  education  from  Dominican,  you  can. 

Learn  more  about  our  majors,  campuses,  and  great  value  by  contacting  us  at 
708-524-6800  or  domadmis@dom.edu, 


708-524-6800 
708-524-6864  (fix) 

7900  West  Division  Street 
River  Forest.  It  60305 
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JJC  student  publishes  science  fiction  novel  ™Ige02“ 


Co-Editor 

Josh  Starr,  JJC  student,  has 
published  his  first  book,  entitled  The 
Last  Hope  for  Peace:  Genesis  of 
Powers. 

It  took  four  years  for  Starr  to 
write  his  novel. 

“The  manuscript  took  about 
two  years  to  write,”  he  says.  "The 
editing  process  took  another  two 
years.” 

Starr  has  held  a passion  for 
writing  since  the  young  age  of  six, 
when  he  penned  his  first  story.  Stan 
chuckles  as  he  recalls:  “It  was  about 
20  pages  long.  There  were  so  many 
misspellings!” 

Stan  is  influenced  particularly 
by  science  fiction  and  fantasy.  He 
says  that  writers  such  as  Anne 
McCaffrey,  Tamora  Pierce,  J.K. 
Rowling  and  Christopher  Poolini 
have  had  a powerful  impact  on  his 
writing. 

Stan’s  new  book  tells  of  Jesse, 
a young  man  on  Earth  who  realizes 
that  his  life  isn’t  what  it  seems.  In  a 
science-fiction  Truman  Show  of 
sorts,  Jesse  realizes  his  life  on  Earth 
was  carefully  planned  out  by  the 
Protectors,  a group  of  his  so-called 
friends,  teachers,  etc.  who  created 
his  sunoundings  like  a grand  stage 
play.  Possessing  powers  of  mind 
and  body,  Jesse  begins  a journey  of 
self  discovery  and  social-aware- 
ness, culminating  on  the  planet 
Peace. 

Stan  had  a vision  for  his  book. 

'This  was  a story  I've  had  in 
my  head  for  a long  time,”  he  says 
of  his  novel,  which  he  planned  out 
meticulously,  sometimes  on  scrap 
paper  and  post-it  notes.  “Most  of 
this  book  was  written  (at  night)  be- 
fore I went  to  bed,”  Stan  says. 


Star  says  there  is  a relationship 
between  himself  and  the  main  char- 
acter. He  says  that  the  autobio- 
graphical comparisons  were  so 
strong  that  he  had  to  go  back  and 
change  the  main  character’s  name 
to  Jesse  be- 
cause he 
kept  using 
his  own. 

"A  lot 
of  the  deci- 
sions that 
the  charac- 
ters make 
I’ve  talked 
to  my 
friends 
about  beforehand,"  Stan  says  of 
how  he  created  the  scenes  and  dia- 
logue within  the  book. 

Out  of  all  the  science-fiction/ 
fantasy  authors  that  inspire  him, 
Stan  says  that  Christopher  Paolini 


has  had  the  heaviest  influence  on  his 
writing  style.  Paolini,  author  of 
Eragon  and  Eldest  wrote  his  first 
book  when  he  was  15  and  his  sec- 
ond book  when  he  was  21.  Stan 
believes  that  it  is  an  amazing  ac- 


complishment for  an  aspiring  writer 
to  publish  a book  at  such  a young 
age. 

Stan  is  already  working  on  the 
sequel  to  The  Last  Hope  for  Peace. 

“Things  are  going  to  get  a lot 


more  complicated!"  he  says  of  the 
sequel’s  subject  matter.  “A  lot  of  the 
secrets  are  going  to  be  revealed." 

Stan  plans  to  turn  his  work  into 
a four-book  series.  “By  the  end  of 
the  fourth  book,  everything  should 
be  taken  care  of." 

Stan  has  had  poems  published 
in  the  JJC  Wordeater  literary  maga- 
zine and  had  a table  set  up  during 
the  Main  Street  event  to  showcase 
his  novel.  Stan  plans  to  do  a book 
signing  tour  in  the  summer  if  he  is 
not  too  busy  with  classes  and  other 
school-related  activities.  Stan  will 
also  participate  in  the  local  authors 
program  at  the  Joliet  Public  Library. 

Stan  encourages  uspiring  writ- 
ers at  JJC  to  pursue  their  passions 
for  creative  writing  and  literature. 

“Read  a lot  and  write  a lot," 
he  says.  “It’s  a lot  of  work,  but  stick 
with  it.  You’ll  be  rejected  many 
times,  but  you  have  to  persevere." 


military  leave  in  South  Korea.  And 
the  empty  indentation  on  my  shoul- 
der is  still  waiting — hope  against 
hope — for  my  purse,  belongings  and 
identity  to  return. 

I’ve  learned  my  lesson.  Never 
trust  anyone  to  return  lost  goods. 
Never  carry  my  social  security  card 
and  checks  at  all  times. 

Now,  I hold  onto  my  purse  like 
anti-vampire  garlic.  And  when  I feel 
sad  about  my  purse,  I’ in  comforted 
to  know  that,  somewhere  out  there, 
somebody  else  is  carrying  on  in  my 
name.  Another  being  to  help  keep 
my  credit  in-line  and  muybe,  one 
day,  help  play  matchmaker  for  my 
friends.  And  now  that  they’re  me, 
people  will  expect  them  to  actually 
work  like  every  other  responsible, 
hardworking  college  student.  Good 
luck  living  up  to  that,  thief! 


POINT  continued 
from  page  3 

That  is  not  to  say  racial  profil- 
ing does  not  exist  or  is  never  a fac- 
tor. but  to  label  any  and  every  inci- 
dent involving  a minority  as  racially 
based  is  irresponsible  und  works 
against  the  foundation  those  great 
leaders  of  the  60s  have  given  our 
generation  to  build  on.  They  saw  a 
future  where  no  one  suw  color,  just 
deeds.  To  continue  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  all  citizens,  we 
must  look  past  race  and  accept  re- 
sponsibility for  our  own  actions. 

As  despicable  and  loathsome 
as  racism  is.  it  is  equally  contempt- 
ible to  call  someone  a racist  if  they 
are  not.  It  does  not  build  equality.  It 
furthers  the  cause  none.  It  works 
against  the  ultimate  goal  of  harmony 
and  peace  in  our  nntion,  and  more 
importantly,  our  world. 


Review  of  Starr’s  The  Last  Hope 
for  Peace:  Genesis  of  Powers 


Staff  writer 
In  a galaxy  far.  far  away — 
wait,  that's  Star  Wars.  But  anyway, 
this  is  about  a story  that  takes  place 
on  a distant  planet. 

A book  called  The  Last  Hope 
for  Peace:  Genesis  of  Powers , 
written  by  JJC  student  Josh  Starr, 
creates  an  off-the-seat  atmosphere 
that  wili  keep  you  reading.  It  first 
takes  place  on  our  own  home 
planet.  Earth.  On  Earth  there  is  a 
teenage  boy  named  Jessie  who  re- 
alizes that  his  life  is  starting  to  get 


a little  strange.  He  possesses  pow- 
ers that  he  can't  even  explain,  like 
pitching  a 418  mph  fast  ball  or 
slowing  down  the  bull  down  so  he 
can  make  it  to  second  base. 

Jessie  then  finds  out  that  his 
entire  life  was  just  a huge  set  up. 
His  friends,  teacher  and  guurdiuns 
were  really  members  of  a group 
of  his  protectors. 

Starr  really  captures 
audience’s  attention  through  the 
mysterious  things  that  happen 
throughout  the  book' — things 
which,  to  my  knowledge,  have  not 


been  hetird  of  in  uny  other  book  o 
movie. 

I found  this  book  to  be  out  ol 
the  ordinary,  but  it  kept  me  inter 
ested.  Starr's  thoughts  of  spuct 
travel  and  technology  are  fresl 
ideas,  such  as  the  ability  to  trave 
at  extremely  high  speeds,  wlvicl 
forced  the  crew  to  freeze  them 
selves  in  order  to  survive  the  high- 
rate  speeds. 

This  book  will  have  reader- 
who  are  interested  in  sci-fi  topic; 
blown  away  with  all  the  events  thn 
lake  pluce 


“It’s  a lot  of  work,  but  stick 
with  it.  You’ll  be  rejected  many 
times,  but  you  have  to  perse- 
vere.” 

- Josh  Starr 


Spend  your  summer  exploring  Chicago  and  earning 
college  credit!  Take  advantage  of  Saint  Xavier  University's 
special  course  offerings  that  examine  Chicago’s  culture. 
Additionally  you  could... 

• Get  a jump  on  college  credits 

• Earn  transfer  credits 

• Pick  up  a course  you  missed 

For  a complete  listing  of  summer  courses  visit 
www.sxu.edu/summer  or  for  more  information  call  773-298-3501 . 


Focus  on  the  important 
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Classes  begin  May  22nd. 
Discover  summer  in  the  city 
with  SXU! 
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3225  West  Foster  Avenue 
Chicago.  Illinois  60625-4895 
www.northpark.edu 


The  Value  Leader  in  Chicago 


1/  Summer 


in  the 

www.sxu.edu/summer 


A high  quality  private  education 

A no-haggle  approach  to  tuition:  $1 4,900  for  2004/05 
Scholarships  and  financial  aid  available 


For  more  information  please  contact 
Rob  Berki  at  (?73)  244-5516 
or  rberki-01@northpark.edu 
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Shutter  frame:  What’s  happenin’  at  JJC 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 


SDTRINITY  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 

ADUU  STUDIES  ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS 

MOMENTUM  TOR  LIFE 

708.239.4768  www.tcntv edu/adultsloilis* 


ADULT  STUDIES.  ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS. 

Trinity’s  accelerated,  evening  programs  for  working  adults  allow  you  the  opportunity  to  finish 
your  degree  without  giving  up  time  on  the  job  or  with  your  family. 

PROGRAMS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM: 

► Bachelors  of  Science  in  Business  (at  Palos  Campus) 

Real  world  information  from  real  world  instructors.  Receive  a wireless  laptop  computer 
(with  your  paid  tuition)  that  is  yours  to  keep  after  graduation! 

► Teaching  Certification  (at  Palos  & C.O.D.  - Addison  Campus) 

Elementary.  Secondary  or  K-12  Certification  available.  This  program  contains  15  months 
of  coursework  plus  one  semester  of  student  teaching  (completed  during  the  day). 

TRINITY'S  PROGRAMS  ARE: 

Convenient  - Classes  meet  one  night  a week 

Affordable  - Tuition  includes  cost  of  books  and  financial  aid  is  available  to  those  who  qualify 
Timely  - Earn  your  Business  Degree  or  Teaching  Certification  in  less  than  22  Months 
Inspiring  - Courses  taught  from  a Christian  perspective 
Experience  a program  that  is  enjoyable,  fulfilling  and  rewarding.  Classes  start  every 
January,  March,  June  and  September.  Visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.trnty.edu/adultstudies 
for  more  information. 
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htrinity, 


CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 


CALL  US  TODAY  AT 
708.239.4768 

to  schedule  a no-obligation 
transcript  evaluation. 


Loft:  John  Balsls  shows  one  of  the  many  wolves 
that  he  raises  at  Big  Wolf  Run  Ranch,  a non-profit 
organization,  during  the  Vet  Tech  Open  House  that 
took  place  at  JJC  on  Saturday,  March  25.  The 
program  offered  guests  tours  the  veterinary 
facilities  at  the  college.  Below:  Overview  of  the  JJC 
11th  Annual  Wellness  Fair,  which  took  place  on 
April  5 on  the  E-concourse.  Massages, 
demonstrations  and  health  Information  were 
provided  by  many  healthcare  organizations. 


Photo  by  Meta  Machulis 


Aurora  university 


Transforming 


Call:  800-742-5281  • E-mail:  admission@aurora.edu 
wwvv.aurora.edu/transfer  • Apply  online  (fee  waived) 


Aurora 

University 


Enroll  in  day  or  evening 
classes. 


Complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  majors. 

Experience  a smooth 
transfer  of  credit. 

Learn  about  competitive 
scholarships. 


Around  Campus 


April  12.  2006 


...  and  more  happenings  around  campus 


4 MAKE  A STATEMENT  IN  THE  CLASSROOM 

.AND  THE  JOB  MARKET. 


get  ONE-ON-ONE  ATTENTION  m earn  a 
HIGHLY-REGARDED  BACHELOR'S  DEGREE 

WHEN  YOU  GO  TO  DEVRY. 


Earn  a Bachelor's  Degree  fueled  by  the  DEVRY  ADVANTAGE.  Our  classes 
are  small  so  you  won't  gel  lost  or  left  behind. 


You  can  gain  REAL-WORLD  EXPERIENCE  through  INTERACTIVE  CUSSES. 


NINE  CONVENIENT  LOCATIONS  IN  THE  CHICAGO  AREA 

ADDISON  NAPERVILLE 

CHICAGO  0 HAREAREA 

GURNEE  OAK  PARK 

LOOP  TINLEYPARK 

MERRILLVILLE.  IN 


► * / Plus.  DeVry  is  ACCREDITED  LIKE  THE  TOP  STATE  UNIVERSITIES. 

f so  your  degree  will  be  recognized  from  the  people  doing  the  hiring. 


DeVry  also  offers  SCHOURSHIPS  specifically  for  community  college  graduates 
and  accepts  TRANSFER  CREDIT. 


DeVry  VV 

University 


■ So  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

^ GET  WHAT  YOU  NEED  TO  SUCCEED.  AT  DEVRY. 


. © 2006  DeVry  UrVversity.  Accredited  by  Tho  Higher  Learning  Commission  and  a member  of  the  North  Central  Association  (NCA) 

- * 30  N.  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  rcartgbertearniri^miTiissioaorg 

^ 'Prior  earned  credit  wil  bo  evaluated  for  transfer  as  part  otthe  admission  process. 


Above:  Gustavo  Castillo  (left), 
JJC  student,  purchases  baked 
goods  from  Joe  Kasper 
(center)  and  Sam  Cryer  (right), 
to  raise  money  for  Relay  for 
Ufe  that  took  place  on  March 
24,  2006  at  Lewis  University 
Traok  house.  Right:  A 
representltive  from  National 
Louis  University  discusses 
adult  learning  programs  with 
an  interested  student  at  the 
Adult  Learners  Expo  that  took 
place  recently  on  T-Concourse. 
Left:  Dr.  Fred  Ratio  of  the 
Rivervlew  Chiropractic  and 
Wellness  Center  discusses 
posture  with  psychology  major 
Mary  Caroy  during  the 
Wellness  Fair,  which  was  hold 
April  5 In  the  E ooncourse. 
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Capricorn 

You  will  get  n chujicc  to  swim  with 
the  dolphins,  but  when  you  accidentally 
call  one  of  them  a whale,  it  will  become 
offended  and  slap  you  with  its  fin.  But 
come  on — it's  not  like  you  said  it  on 
poipoise. 

Ajusrlus 

You  will  discover  that  your 
Glicken  McNuggeLs  are  actually  mude 
of  gold  nuggets.  Unfortunately,  you 
will  be  so  hungry  that  you’ll  eat  them 
anyway,  What  you  do  with  them  nfter 
that  is  up  to  you. 

“Pisces 

You  will  start  your  own  band 


JiOlfOSCOp^S 


called  “Nightclub  and  the  Anti-Wrinkle 
Creams  ' Although  you  will  never  sign 
a contract  with  u major  record  label,  you 
will  be  well-received  performing  your 
screaino  song  “Down  with  Macaroni" 
on  the  JJC  bridge. 

jflrles 

The  horoscope  you  requested  was 
not  found.  You  inny  have  searched  for 
a non-existent  star  sign,  or  the  horo- 
scope you  are  looking  for  may  be  tem- 
porarily unavailable.  Please  return  to 
the  previous  page  and  try  again. 

fsurus 

You  will  attempt  to  actually  ring 
the  school  bell  on  llic  north  side  of  E- 


building.  We're  not  necessarily  saying 
you’ll  regret  it,  but  remember  what 
huppened  when  someone  tried  to  ring 
the  Liberty  Bell?  Yeah,  it  might  not  be 
too  pretty... 

Qerotot 

Oh.  you  want  to  know  what's  go- 
ing to  happen  in  your  future?  Pshh! 
What  do  you  think  we  ure,  psychic?! 

Oncer 

While  visiting  Sesame  Street,  you 
and  Big  Bird  will  gel  into  debate  about 
politics.  Just  as  tilings  are  getting  re- 
ally heated,  a gang  of  Muppet  thugs  will 
drive  by  and  shoot  Big  Bird  in  his  right 
wing.  Is  it  a sign?  Only  the  stars  know 
for  sure.., 


Leo 

During  your  first  class  next  week, 
some  kid  will  throw  gum  at  you  exactly 
15  minutes  and  38  seconds  after  class 
begins.  Promptly  lean  to  the  left  to  avoid 
this  malady.  Don’t  say  you  weren't 
warned. 

Virgo 

You  will  be  kidnapped  by  two  huir- 
brained  idiots.  Upon  arrival  at  your  des- 
tination, you  will  discover  a land  of 
chocolate  trees,  candy  houses,  and  stom- 
ach aches. 

Litre 

When  you  drop  your  cell  phone  for 
the  millionth  time,  it  will  finally  break 
open,  revealing  that  a tiny  leprechaun 


actually  lives  inside  and  answers  nil 
your  outgoing  calls.  That  explains  quite 
n bit,  doesn't  it? 

Scorpio 

You  will  discover  that  a colony  of 
fire  ants  is  thriving  in  your  backyard. 
When  you  try  to  exterminate  them,  they 
will  team  up  to  lift  your  house  and  carry 
it  away.  You  will  be  surprised  when  they 
set  it  down  on  a hill  along  the  Califor- 
nia coastline,  but  enjoy  it  while  you  can, 
because  the  fire  ants  ure  still  nfter  you... 

Ssgtttjrlus 

You  will  read  the  next  sentence 
in  this  horoscope.  Wow,  we're  pretty 
good,  huh?! 


Free  CALL  ME  Minutes'* 

(on  TalkTracker " prepaid  plans  $40  and  higher) 

• 400  Anytime  Minutes 
Plus,  ask  about: 

• Send  250  Text  Messages  for  $5.95  per  month 

• Night  & Weekend  Minutes  for  $7  . 


Now, 

all  your  incoming 
calls  can  be  free. 


Mom's.) 


No  contract  No  credit  check.  No  charge  for  incoming  local  calls. 
Live  Smart  Talk  Smarter. 


Kyocera  Milan  KX9b 

(for  just  $49.95  after 
$30  mail-ln  rebate) 


GETUSC.COM 

1-888-BUY-USCC 


1^  US.  Cellular 

We  connect  with  yotc. 


KUetoihenMyimrs 


COUNTER-POINT  from 
page  3 

In  a televised  “apology”, 
McKinney  claimed  that  “the  only 
reason  this  incident  happened  is 
because  of  the  inappropriate  touch- 
ing of  police  officers,  because  I am 
a female  black  Congresswoman.” 

Rep.  McKinney,  get  over  your- 
self. You  are  not  above  the  law.  You 
struck  a police  officer  after  you 
screwed  up.  Now  you  are  twisting 
the  whole  deal  into  racial  profiling. 

It  sickens  me  that  we  actually 
have  taxpayer  money  paying  the 
paychecks  of  idiots  like  McKinney. 
It  sickens  me  that  real  victims  of 
racial  profiling  are  not  taken  as  se- 
riously because  of  McKinney’s  ac- 
tions. 

In  this  country,  racial  profiling 
affects  thousands  of  people  each 
year.  Some  are  just  claims;  others 
are  not.  But  the  true  victims  of  these 
crimes  deserve  not  to  be  overshad- 
owed by  McKinney’s  ignorance  of 
the  facts. 

The  same  goes  for  everyone 
who  pulls  "the  race  card.”  For  some 
people,  blaming  anybody  but  them- 
selves for  their  actions  seems  to  be 
acceptable. 

Three  years  ago,  in  Benton 
Harbor,  Mich.,  a black  man  on  a 
motorcycle  crashed  into  a telephone 
pole  during  a police  chase  in  which 
he  ignored  police  orders  to  pull  over 
to  the  side  of  the  road. 

The  community  rioted,  and 
Gov.  Jennifer  Granholm  called 
Michigan  National  Guard  troops  to 
the  streets  of  the  city  to  enforce  cur- 
fews and  end  the  rioting.  The  event 
made  the  front  page  of  newspapers 
as  far  away  as  San  Diego,  Calif.  The 
community  said  the  man  died  be- 
cause he  was  black. 

In  most  cases  when  the  race 
card  is  pulled,  race  has  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  the  facts. 

The  race  card  is  necessary  in 
situations  of  blatant  denial  of  rights 
because  of  race.  When  someone 
isn't  hired  for  a job  because  they  are 
black,  or  if  someone  is  pulled  over 
because  they  are  black,  those  are 
situations  where  someone  was  un- 
fairly targeted  because  of  race. 

But  Rep.  McKinney,  in  my 
mind,  is  guilty  of  striking  a police 
officer  and  unjustly  playing  the  race 
card. 

If  America  wants  to  get  past 
racism,  which  does  still  exist  in  this 
country  on  a daily  basis,  the  fruit- 
less claims  and  twisted  truths  of 
those  like  McKinney  need  to  end. 
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Is  it  too  early  to  make  9/11  movies? 


Matt  Sheehan 


Entertainment  writer 

The  events  of  Sept.  11,  2001, 
will  forever  be  emblazed  into  the 
minds  of  Americans.  The  sight  of 
two  airliners  slamming  into  the  sides 
of  the  twin  towers  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  sends  shivers  down 
the  backbone  of  this  country. 

Lest  we  forget  the  brave  pas- 
sengers on  United  Airlines  Flight  93 
who,  that  same  day,  fought  to  take 
back  the  plane  after  being  hijacked 
and  possibly  aiming  toward  the 
White  House,  Hollywood  will 
showcase  these  bold  and  patriotic 
Americans  two  times  this  year. 

On  April  28,  Universal  Pictures 
will  release  United  93,  a real-time 
account  of  the  heroic  reclamation 
of  the  ill-fated  aircraft.  Then,  Oliver 
Stone’s  drama  about  the  heroes  of 
9/11,  World  Trade  Center  starring 
Nicolas  Cage,  will  be  released  on 
August  11. 

The  trailer  for  United  93  pre- 
miered earlier  this  month.  Already, 
many  theatergoers  have  expressed 
outrage  over  the  graphic,  all-too- 


real  visuals  the  trailer  depicted. 
There  were  so  many  complaints  at 
a New  York  movie  theater  that  it 
pulled  llie  trailer  from  being  shown. 
However,  at  New  York’s  Tribeca 
Film  Festival  in  a few  weeks,  United 
93  will  open  the  film  festival,  mak- 
ing its  world  premiere. 

There  is  one  general  question 
that  arises  from  this:  is  it  too  early 
to  make  a movie  chronicling  the 
events  of  9/1 1?  While  Uiose  who  say 
“yes”  are  very  adamant  in  their  po- 
sition, the  true  decision  should  be 
left  with  those  most  affected:  the 
families  directly  affected  by  the 
tragedy. 

Their  support  of  the  film  was 
very  important  to  United  93  direc- 
tor Paul  Greengrass.  According  to 
an  AP  article,  Greeengrass  wanted 
to  receive  okay  from  the  passengers' 
families  before  he  made  the  film,  hi 
fact,  family  members  are  being  used 
in  commercials  to  promote  the  film. 

Again,  I pose  the  question:  is 
it  loo  soon?  I am  divided  on  that.  I 
do  believe  that  United  93  will  posi- 
tively display  the  heroics  of  simple 
travelers  banding  together  for  one 


common  goal,  but  with  the  family 
members  right  there  in  your  lace 
telling  you  to  see  this  movie,  many 
will  view  tliis  as  a propaganda  film. 
While  that  is  very  much  an  extrem- 
ist point  of  view,  it  greatly  reminds 
us  all  of  llie  terrible  events  of  that 
duy.  I believe  it  is  loo  soon  for  a 
film  based  at  Ground  Zero,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  to  be  released  one 
month  before  the  fifth  anniversary; 
those  wounds  have  still  not  healed. 

Additionally,  all  critics  who 
give  it  a bad  review  are  going  to  be 
branded  as  being  unsympathetic  or 
stuck-up,  insensitive  bastards.  Very 
similarly  to  right  after  9/11,  when 
those  criticizing  or  not  supporting 
Bush's  beginning  of  the  war  on  ter- 
ror were  branded  as  unpatriotic, 
those  who  do  not  favor  the  film  will 
be  held  under  the  same  magnifying 
glass  of  “patriotism"  held  by  Uncle 
Sam — or  the  American  public. 

Still,  I believe  that  it  is  not  loo 
soon  to  showcase  the  courage  those 
40  Americans  hell-bent  on  preserv- 
ing a little  thing  called  freedom  on 
the  country’s  21st  century  version 
of  the  day  of  infamy. 


It’s  not  too  late  to  apply... 

Meet  with  an  admissions  counselor  to  discuss  transferring  your 
credits  or  the  opportunity  to  apply  for  a scholarship.  Many 
scholarships  arc  still  available  for  die  Fall  2006  semester  for 
students  with  a 3.0  G.P.A.  and  for  members  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa.  Become  a part  of  the  Benedictine  community  today! 

°n°r°  Benedictine  University 


Tribute  to  Transfers 

Thursday,  May  4,  2006 
at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
Krasa  Student  Center 


We  make  it  easier 

to  afford. 

Celebrating  5 years  of  saving 
JJC  students  money  on  their 
textbooks  and  supplies. 


We  don't  make  college 

easier. 


^TEXTBOOKS 


1106  Houbolt  Road  ’Joliet 
Across  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 

815.773.1800 


Chicago  hits  ‘Big  Time’ 
with  Wrestlemania  22 


Matt  Sheehan 


Entertainment  writer 


I Nathan  A.  Bauer 


Staff  writer 

The  roar  of  llie  live  crowd  in- 
side the  arenu  was  deafening.  Funs 
surrounded  the  souvenir  booths, 
laying  cluim  to  T-shirts,  magazines 
and  hats  for  the  greatest  sports  en- 
tertainment event  of  the  year. 

On  April  2,  Wrestlemania  22 
emanated  from  the  Allstate  Arena 
in  Roseinont.  With  a crowd  of  over 
17,000,  there  was  not  a sent  to  be 
spared  in  World  Wrestling 
Entertainment’s  first  Wrestlemania 
in  9 years  and  first  puy-per-view 
event  in  Chicago  since  200 l’s 
Backlash. 

Leading  up  to  the  event, 
most — if  not  nil— of  the  WWE  su- 
perstars were  in  town  for  nutogruph 
signings  to  promote  llie  big  event, 
with  this  year's  tagline  being  “Big 
Time,”  courtesy  of  the  official 
theme  song  of  the  suine  title  by  Pe- 
ter Gabriel. 

The  night  prior y to 
Wrestlemania,  llie  Rosemonl  The- 
atre hosted  the  2006  WWE  Hnll  of 
Fame  induction  ceremony.  This 
yeur’s  inductees  included  an- 
nouncer “Mean  Gene”  Okerlund, 
llie  late  Eddie  Guerrero  and  Brel 
“The  Hitman”  Hart,  who  once 
vowed  never  lo  work  with  WWE. 
ever  again  but  used  tliis  platform  to 
say  goodbye  to  his  fans. 

However,  the  true  spectacle 
was  the  1 1 matches  of  athleticism 
and  theatrics  on  April  2 llial  can  only 
be  found  in  pro  wrestling. 

In  a brutal  hardcore  match, 
WWE  legend  (and  successful  au- 
thor) Mick  Foley  fought  an  enraged 
Edge,  who  blamed  Foley  for  not 
reclaiming  the  WWE  Champion- 
ship. All  llie  norms  of  a hardcore 
match  were  there:  chairs,  thumb- 
tacks, baseball  bats  wrapped  in 
barbed  wire.  It  was  what  led  to  the 
three-count  that  truly  shocked:  Edge 
spearing  Foley  through  a flaming 
table. 

Another  brutal  confrontation 
occurred  when  WWE  Chairman 
Vince  McMahon  went  after  the 
thorn  in  his  side:  fan  favorite  Shawn 
Michaels.  In  a no-holds-barred 
match,  which  saw  chairs  smashing 
skulls  and  kendo  sticks  crushing 
ribs,  it  was  Michaels  soaring  off  a 
15-foot  ladder  onto  a garbage  can- 
covered  McMahon  lying  on  a table 
It  was  soon  followed  by  a Sweet 
Chin  Music  superkick  for  llie  vic- 


Photo  courtesy  ot  lWVE.com 


Rey  Mystorio  (center)  colobrates 
winning  the  World  Hoavywolght 
Championship  at  Wro9tlomanla  22 
with  the  late  Eddio  Guorroro'a 
nephew,  Chavo,  and  wife,  Vickie. 

tory  for  Michaels. 

The  main  events  of  llie  evening 
started  off  with  a triple  threat  match 
for  the  WWE  World  Heavyweight 
Championship  with  champ  Kurt 
Angle  defending  against  Randy 
Orton  and  Royal  Rumble  winner 
Rey  Mysterio  Beside  the  fact  that 
he  was  booed  despite  being  a fan 
favorite,  Mysterio  shocked  the 
crowd  mid  picked  up  the  upset  af- 
ter delivering  the  "619"  and  the 
West  Const  Pop  to  Orton.  Mysterio 
had  dedicated  his  Rumble  victory 
to  Guerrero,  a close  mid  personal 
friend,  mid  this  title  win  was  the  top- 
per lo  the  Guerrero  tribute. 

However,  it  was  more  of  a 
shock  to  not  see  a title  chmige  in 
the  other  muin  event.  WWE  Cham- 
pion John  Cena  skidded  away  with 
llie  title  after  making  challenger  mid 
ten-time  champ  Triple  H submit  to 
a modified  STF  submission  called 
the  STFU.  Although  being  pro- 
moted as  a “babyface”  (a  wrestling 
term  for  a good  guy  ; a “heel”  is  bad 
guy),  Cena  came  out  lo  a chorus  of 
boos.  It  was  no  more  n shocker  lo 
me  than  the  next  wrestling  fan  that 
he  retained. 

Other  matches  included  Rob 
Van  Dam  winning  llie  “Money  in  the 
Bank"  ladder  match,  where  the  win- 
ner gels  a world  title  shot  in  llie  next 
12  months;  Kune  and  Big  Show  re- 
taining the  World  Tag  Team  Cham- 
pionship; mid  The  Undertaker  im- 
proving his  Wrestlemania  record  to 
14-0  in  u Casket  Match. 

Tables.  Ladders.  Chairs.  Flam- 
ing tables.  Blood,  sweat  mid  tears. 
Sure,  some  see  pro  wrestling  as  just 
sweuty  men  in  their  underwear 
throwing  fake  punches.  But  for 
those  attending  Wrestlemania  22,  ii 
was  nothing  but  big-time  sports  en- 
tertainment. 
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JJC  graduate  in  running  to  appear 


Jim  Nelson 


Sports  Editor 

A JJC  graduate  is  in  the  run- 
ning to  be  featured  on  a new  reality 
television  show  set  for  production 
this  summer.  It  will  pit  15  rookie 
drivers  against  each  other  for  the 
right  to  join  the  NASCAR  Busch 
Series  in  200V. 

1999  JJC  graduate  Sean 
Murphy  is  in  a field  of  50  drivers, 
from  which  15  will  be  selected  to 
be  on  the  show  Racin  'for  a Livin ’. 

“The  winner  of  the  show 
(based  on  viewer  voting)  will  win 
seven  fully  sponsored  NASCAR 
Busch  Series  races  in  2007,”  said 
the  26-year-old  Murphy.  “So  this  is 
a big  deal." 

The  show  will  “allow  viewers 
to  see  and  experience  the  high-in- 
tensity  world  of  auto  racing  through 
the  eyes  and  mind  of  the  driver,” 
according  to  the  show’s  website, 
racinforalivin.com. 

In  the  show,  contestants  will  be 
faced  with  challenges  on  long  and 
short  tracks  and  tasked  with  every- 
thing from  making  their  tires  last  to 
dealing  with  versatility  on  the  track. 
Some  events  will  have  veteran  driv- 
ers like  A.J.  Foyt,  Harry  Gant  and 
Ernie  Irvin  added  to  the  field  to 


Sean  Murphy 


bump  the  contestants  to  see  how 
well  they  react  with  control  of  their 
vehicles.  Various  Nexlel  Cup  driv- 
ers will  give  instruction  to  the  driv- 

The  15  top  vote-getters  on  the 
show’s  website  will  earn  the  right 
to  be  included  on  the  show,  slated 
to  air  next  spring  on  a major  prime- 
time network.  Currently  ABC,  NBC 
and  Fox  are  interested  in  the  show, 
which  is  being  produced  by  JVI 
Productions. 

“I  greatly  appreciate  the  oppor- 
tunity that  has  been  given  to  me  by 
Racin’  for  a Livin’  and  JVI,"  said 
Murphy.  ‘To  have  been  selected  as 


one  of  the  top  50  drivers  is  a great 
professional  accomplishment." 

Although  happy  about  still  be- 
ing in  contention  for  a final  1 5 spot, 
he  is  always  appreciative  of  more 
support  from  people  in  the  Joliet 
area  and  JJC  community. 

‘It’s  great  to  have  support  from 
people  at  JJC,"  said  Murphy.  “It’s 
good  to  be  able  to  count  on  people 
in  your  hometown  for  support.” 

The  online  vote  runs  through 
July  31.  Currently  Murphy  is  in 
fourth  place  in  the  voting.  There  are 
no  restrictions  on  how  many  times 
one  can  vote  for  a contestant. 

In  addition  to  representing  Ms 
hometown,  Murphy  is  the  only 
driver  from  the  Chicago  area  still 
in  the  running.  There  were  over 
3,000  applicants  from  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Murphy  is  a past  winner  of  the 
Bob  Tattersall  Hard  Charger  Award 
and  Rich  Vogler  Memorial  Schoi- 
arsMp— -both  Tattersall  and  Vogler 
are  icons  in  midget  racing  history. 

After  graduating  from  JJC, 
Murphy  continued  his  education  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago, 
where  he  earned  a Bachelor’s  de- 
gree in  Mechanical  Engineering.  He 
has  been  a local  leader  on  the  open- 
wheel  UMARA  and  US  AC  leagues 


on  reality  racing  show 


Photo  courtesy  of  Seen  Murphy  Racing 
Sean  Murphy,  seen  here  driving  at  Grundy  County  Speedway,  hopes  i©  be 
featured  ®n  a the  primetime  reality  show  Racin'  for  a Livin’. 


and  has  been  a “midget  driver” 
since  1998. 

Murphy  has  many  ties  to  the 
area.  Before  enrolling  at  JJC,  he 
graduated  from  Joliet  Catholic 
Academy  in  1997.  His  company, 
Sean  Murphy  Motorsports,  is  based 
in  Joliet  Grundy  County  Speedway 
is  his  home  track,  and  he  is  spon- 
sored by  Tessone  Motor  Sales  in 
Lockport,  First  National  Bank,  Care 
Care  Collision  Centers  and  Brsan 
Financial  Services. 


Holman  knocks  in  five  runs  to  spark  Lady  Wolves  in  sweep 


tf  i ft 

Sports  Editor 

The  Lady  Wolves  moved  to  31- 
10  on  the  season  with  a home 
double-header  sweep  of  Aurora 
University's  JV  squad  April  6. 

Pitchers  Becky  Leffler  and 
Ashley  Brown  shut  out  the  Spartan 
batters  in  the  first  game  for  an  8-0 
JJC  victory.  In  the  second  game,  the 


Lady  Wolves  came  back  from  a 4-0 
deficit  to  secure  a 6-4  win. 

Leffler  gave  up  only  two  hits 
through  15  batters  in  four  innings 
of  pitching  in  game  1 . Brown  faced 
seven  batters  in  two  innings  in  a no- 
Mtter  performance  to  seal  the  vic- 
tory. 

Leffler  seemed  to  be  doing  a 
good  job  when  Head  Coach  Emily 


Marino  pulled  her  starting  pitcher 
and  replaced  her  with  Brown. 

“Becky  was  doing  fine,  but  I 
wanted  to  get  Ashley  out  there  to 
throw  some  pitches,”  said  Marino. 
“She  had  some  shoulder  problems 
recently,  (and)  we  gave  her  some 
time  off.  I just  wanted  to  get  her  out 
there  to  get  her  back  into  the  rou- 
tine of  throwing.” 

Brown,  a Plainfield  Central 
graduate,  finished  the  game  and 
started  the  second  game. 

Catcher  Heather  Holman  went 
3 for  3 at  the  plate  on  the  day,  hit- 
ting two  home  runs  and  collecting 
5 RBI. 

“Heather  has  made  some  real 
nice  adjustments,”  said  Marino. 
“She  has  been  working  hard  with 
myself  and  Kristen  (Capista,  assis- 
tant coach),  and  we  are  starting  to 
see  some  of  the  results  of  her  hard 
work.” 

Holman  is  batting  .328  on  the 
season  and  leads  die  team  in  RBIs 
with  19. 


IQUET 
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End  of  Season 
Clothing  Clearance 
In  Progress  Now! 

Summer  I & II  Books 
Available  In  Store  & Online 
Monday,  April  17th! 

Summer  in  Books  Available  June  5th! 

Order  Your  Books  Online  At  wwwjjcbookstore.com 
Have  Them  Shipped  To  Your  Home  or  Office  For  Just  $2.95! 


$2.95  Shipping  Applies  to  Orders  placed  Dclnecn  April  17th  & July  lsl  for 
UPS  Ground  Shipments  lo  Ihc  -18  Continuous  United  States  - 
C lothing  Sale  Limited  to  Stock  On  Hand 
Prior  Sales  Excluded  - Sorry  , No  Hold  Orders  - Alumni  Item  Line  Excluded 


JJC  Bookstore  Store  Hours 
Monday  - Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:0(1  pm 
Friday  - 7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
Phone:  (815)  280-6767 
Email:  bookstore  u jjc.edu 


In  the  second  game,  Brown 
threw  to  32  AU  batters,  giving  up 
10  hits.  The  Spartans  took  a4-C  lead 
in  the  third  inning,  but  the  pitcher 
kept  her  composure.  JJC  took  the 
lead  back  with  surprising  ease. 

“I  told  the  girls  to  just  chip 
away  at  the  lead  and  focus  on  get- 
ting one  run  per  inning,”  said 


Marino. 

The  Lady  Wolves  went  on© 
step  further,  scoring  two  runs  in 
each  of  the  next  two  innings  to  tie 
the  game  at  4. 

“Early  in  the  game,  we  had 
stranded  three  runners,”  Marino 
said.  “I  just  told  them  to  keep  push- 
See  SOFTBALL  on  page  11 


Jexington 

We  open  doors  in  hospitality. 

Tjollege 

■ 

Earn  a Degree. 

W 

Manage  your  Career. 

S fju 


Private,  accredited  college  tor  women. 

Bachelor’s  and  Associate's  degrees  in  Hospitality  Management 

HOTEl/RESTAURANT  MANAGEMENT 
CULINARY  ARTS 
EVENT  PLANNING 
SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Convenient  West  Loop  location  - steps  away  from  public  transportation! 

See  how  you  can  jump-start  your  career  in  the  nation’s  fastest  growing  industry! 
Scholarships  and  Financial  AM  available! 

Weekday,  evening  and  weekend  courses  available! 

Come  and  visit  ns  today  for  your  tree  gift!  Cal!  312-226-6294,  ext.  Z25! 

310  S.  Peoria  Street  . Chicago,  IL  60607 

degree@lexingtoncollege.edu  or  www.lexingtoncollege.edu 
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Sports  Briefs 


Cross-country  coming  to  JJC 


The  JJC  Athletic  Department  hus  announced  the  addition  of  two  fall  sports.  Men's  and  women 
country  teams  will  the  current  sports  lineup  beginning  in  the  fall  of  2006.  Cross-country  season  will 
take  place  August  thru  October  2006,  with  practices  starling  Aug  S . For  more  information,  visit  the 
athletics  website  at  www.jjc.edu/athletics,  or  contact  head  coach  Rich  McCarthy  at  rimccart@jjc.edu. 

Cheerleading  Tryouts 

Tryouts  for  people  interested  in  becoming  a JJC  Cheerleader  will  be  held  on  May  7,  from  12-4  p.tn. 

For  more  information  please  contact  the  Athletic  Office  at  280-2431. 

Football  Raffle 

The  Wolves  football  program  is  raffling  off  a 42-inch  Toshiba  plasma  television.  The  ticket  cost  is  $10 
or  2 for  $15.  The  raffle  will  be  held  on  April  28.  For  more  information,  or  to  purchase  tickets  contact 
the  football  office  at  280-2241. 

Golf  Outing 

The  JTJC  baseball  team  is  hosting  a golf  outing  on  Friday,  July  21,  at  the  Carillon  Golf  Club  in 
Plainfield.  The  event  will  commence  at  1 p.m.  The  cost  to  participate,  if  payment  is  received  by  July  7, 
is  $100.  This  fee  includes  golfing,  a golf  cart,  unlimited  range  balls,  lunch  and  dinner  If  payment  is 
received  after  July  7 the  cost  is  $125.  For  more  information  contact  Mark  Smith  at  280-2562. 


Be  In  Demand. 

In  Command. 


"As  far  as  the  pay  is  concerned , 
l know  people  who  have  gone 

to  college  for  four  years  who 
don't  make  as  much  money  as 
I do.  Ten  years  ago  when  I first 
joined  the  trades , my  salary 
increased  over  three  times  of 
what  l was  making  before. 
St  changed  my  life  completely/' 
PaSmer  Sanders 
Chicago  District  Council 
. Journeyvrorker  Laborer 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  skill  levels. 
You’ll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


• Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

» Eam-Whiie-You-Learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

» Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels. 

» Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career? 

The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance  helps  you 
to  take  command  of  your  future  with  a career 
in  the  local' union  construction  trades  where  you 
can  eam-while-you-learn. 

Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a life- 
time of  teaming. 

Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades  at 

www.throerca.com. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 


Presented  in  cooperation  ■ 


The  Alliance  That  Works. 
Together. 


(,  ubcetT) 


Sccrebcard 


RECORD  RANK 

25-12  3-1  3 

April  4. -JJC  17-8,  Rock 
Valley  College  8-9 
JOLIET  - Mark  Igynrto  picked  up 
the  win  in  relief  for  the  Wolves 
(21-10,  3-1)  in  the  first  N4C  game. 
Joliet  Catholic  Academy’s  Tony 
Vallera  had  4 hits,  including  a 
triple,  and  drove  in  2 runs. 
Anthony  Gonzalez  of  Lockport 
singled,  doubled  and  drove  in  2 
runs.  Jim  Heichert  had  2 hits  and 
an  RBI.  Ridgewood  Baptist's 
Kevin  Mitchell  and  Morris' 
Norberlo  Ochoa  had  2 hits  and  2 
RBIs  each.  Reed-Cusler's  Justin 
Grace  had  2 hits  and  an  RBI  in 
Game  2.  Brian  Farrington  singled, 
tripled  and  drove  in  a run.  Coal 
City's  Brandon  Howard  had  2 hits 
and  an  RBI. 


RECORD  N4C  RANK 

13-10  3-1  8 


April  4.  - Harper  College  1-0, 
JJC  0-8 

PALATINE  - hi  Game  2,  Melissa 
Porter  singled  and  doubled  in  the 
second  N4C  game  for  the  Wolves 


(9-10,  3-1).  Headier  Holman 
singled  and  homered.  Amin  Doskey 
pitched  a no-hitter  with  1 strikeout. 
Headier  Graefhitz  singled  and 
doubled  for  the  Wolves  in  Game  1 . 
Laura  Mikl  added  a hit.  Becky 
Lcffler  allowed  just  2 hits  but  took 
the  loss. 

TENNIS 

RECORD  RANK 
1-4  NR 

April  5.  - JJC  5,  Oakton 
Community  College  4 
DES  PLAINES  - The  JJC  tennis 
team  picked  up  their  first  win  of 
the  season  with  a 5-4  victory  over 
Oakton  Community  College.  JJC 
picked  up  #3,  #4,  und  #5  singles 
wins.  #3  Cnle  Ripsch  won  his 
match  widi  n 6-3,  6-3  score.  #4 
Ilius  Ennnji  defeated  liis  opponent 
widi  a score  of  6-1,  6-0,  and  #5 
Andrew  Vignocchi  chalked  up  a 6- 
4,  6-1  win.  Bob  Beckett  wits 
defeated  in  #1  singles  with  n 6-0. 
6-1  score  and  Michael  Fubrizio 
dropped  his  #2  singles  match  with 
a 6-0,  6-0  score.  Knlelyn  Gallagher 
was  defeated  in  #6  singles  by  a 
score  of  6-1,  6-1.  In  doubles  play, 
JJC  won  tt2  and #3  flights,  Ilius 
Ennnji  and  Knlelyn  Gallagher 
defeated  their  opponent  in  #2 
doubles  with  u 9-8  score. 


SOFTBALL  from  page  10  - 

mg  and  gel  those  runners  across.” 

Hits  by  Laura  Mikl,  Kate 
Triznn,  Meghan  Price  and  Headier 
Gmefnilz  fueled  the  rally,  which 
sealed  the  couie-from-behind  vic- 
tory. 

“The  girls  really  showed  focus 
out  there,”  said  Marino.  “Heather 
and  Meghan  have  helped  us  out  tre- 
mendously and  have  made  a nice 


transition  (from  the  Lndy  Wolves' 
basketball  team).  We  are  happy  to 
have  diem  aboard." 

In  die  Sop  of  die  seventh  inning, 
AU  hud  iwo  runners  on  and  no  outs. 
Marino  made  a pitching  change  to 
bring  in  Anna  Doskey.  Doskey  re- 
tired the  next  three  bailers,  sealing 
the  victory. 


TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Part-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


1IT  provides  the  skills 
ana  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  1 00  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  available 


Transfer/Bachelor 
Degree  Programs: 


Information  Technology  Computer 
Science 


Electrical  & 
Computer 


& Management 
Compulor  & Information  Security 
Nefwotking  & Communicolions 
IT  Management  & Enlrepreneuiship  Engineering 
Systems  Adminisrialion 

Architecture 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Humanities 
Civil 

Engineering 
Psychology 


si  & Electronic  Commerce 


Industrial  Technology 
& Management 
Industrial  logistics 
Industrial  Facilities 
Manufacturing  Technology 


Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

Wheaton  and  Chicago 
Campus  Locations 

Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  a bachelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


WWW.iit.edu ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE^' 

(630)  682-6001 
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Brandon  Howard  steals  third  base  in  the  10-0  game-two  win  e 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 
j Waubonsee  Community  CeSieg©  April  5. 


Wolves  pitchers  flawless  in 
doubleheader  sweep  of  Waubonsee 

Stover,  Offerman  record  shutout  performances 

■mum 


lorts  Editor 

Pitchers  Joe  Stover  and  Mike 
Offerman  pitched  complete  game 
shut-outs  in  a double-header  sweep 
of  visiting  Waubonsee  Community 
College  (Sugar  Grove,  111.)  on  April 
5. 

Stover  (5-2,  2.76  ERA)  struck 
out  1 1 Chief  batters  in  a 6-0  drub- 
bing of  Waubonsee  in  game  one.  He 
gave  up  only 
one  hit  in  the 
game. 

In  the  sec- 
ond game, 

Offerman,  (4-1, 

3.03  ERA) 

picked  up 
where  Stover 
left  off  with  an- 
other one-hit- 
ter. He  struck 
out  8 Chief  bat- 
ters in  a 10-0 
JJC  victory. 

“Stover 
had  a great  out- 
ing  and  only 
had  one  three-ball  count,"  said  head 
coach  Wayne  King  Jr.  “Those  two 
freshmen  (Stover  and  Offerman)  are 
really  carrying  a load  for  us  right 

Freshman  outfielder  Brandon 
Howard  from  Coal  City  got  things 
rolling  for  the  Wolves  in  the  second 
game.  Howard  hit  a fly  ball  to  cen- 
ter that  was  dropped  by  the  Chief 
center-fielder.  Howard  advanced  to 
scoring  position  by  stealing  second 
base.  On  the  next  pitch  Howard 
stole  third. 

While  Howard  was  at  third 


base,  Waubonsee  threw  to  second  bottom  of  the  fourth  inning.  Kevin 
to  catch  a stealing  Anthony  Mitchell  got  things  rolling  in  the 
Gonzalez,  who  reached  base  os  a bottom  of  the  fifth  on  the  first  pitch 
walk.  Howard  immediately  left  third  with  a two-out  line  drive  evading  a 
for  home  to  give  JJC  a 1-0  lead.  diving  Waubonsee  short-stop. 


The  Wolves  benefited  by 
sloppy  play  by  their  opponent. 
Waubonsee  had  four  errors  in  the 
game,  and  six  on  the  day. 

King  realizes  that  Waubonsee’s 
errors  helped  his  teams  cause. 


On  the  second  pitch  to  Joe 
Maggio,  Mitchell  stole  second  base. 
Maggio  then  hit  a playable  ball  to 
second  which  was  hobbled  by  the 
second  baseman.  He  was  safe  at  first 
and  Mitchell  advanced  to  third. 

Justin 
Grace  then 
doubled  in 
both 
Mitchell 


NJCAA  Division  III  rankings  | 

1 . Gloucester  County  College 

6.  Bronx  Community  College 

Sewell,  N.J. 

Bronx,  N.Y. 

2.  Eastfield  College 

7.  College  of  DuPage 

Mesquite,  Texas 

Gien  Ellyn,  111. 

3.  Joliet  Junior  College 

8.  Ridgewater  College 

Joliet,  111. 

Willmar,  Minn. 

4.  North  Arkansas  College 

9.  Northern  Essex  CC 

Harrison,  Ark. 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

5.  Cedar  Valley  College 

10.  Richland  College 

Lancaster,  Texas 

Dallas,  Texas  j 

“Right  now  we  are  terrible  de- 
fensively,” said  King.  “I’m  just  try- 
ing to  motivate  them  and  get  them 
focused.” 

Stover  and  Offerman  didn’t 
give  the  defense  many  chances  to 
work  on  their  fielding. 

“I  was  fairly  confident  after 
watching  Joever  (Stover)  dominate 
them  in  game  one,”  said  Offerman 
on  his  success.  “I  keyed  in  on  some 
of  their  bigger  guys  and  tried  to 
keep  my  pitch  count  down.” 

After  taking  a 4-0  lead  in  game 
one,  JJC  was  held  scoreless  in  the 


nated1  all  facets  of  the  double  header. 
Still,  King  expects  more  from  Ms 
number-three  nationally  ranked 
squad. 

“We’re  not  hitting  real  Well, 
even  though  we  scored  some  runs 
today,”  said  King.  “Routine  ground 
balls  - we’ve  got  to  make  that  play.” 

JJC  will  host  Gakton  Commu- 
nity College  in  an  N4C  conference 
double-header  Thursday  April  13  at 
3 p.m.  The  Wolves  travel  to  Glen 
Ellyn  for  a match-up  with  rival  and 
seventh  -ranked  College  of  DuPage 
on  April  14. 


Two  F=!8s  dart  through  the 
smoke  left  over  the  stadium  by  the 
fireworks  at  the  end  of  the  National 
Anthem. 

The  umpire  yells,  “Play 
baaaaallllll” 

The  father  buys  his  kids  some 
Cracker  Jacks. 

The  buddies  are  drinking  beer, 
watching  the  game  and  checking 
out  women  at  the  same  time. 

Everyone  is  having  a good 
time  except  for  Barry  Bonds. 

I was  flipping  through  the 
channels  on  my  lunch  break  the 
other  day  and  settled  on  the  new 
show  on  ESPN,  Bonds  on  Bonds. 
That  was  a mistake. 

I don’t  think  I’ve  ever  heard  a 
professional  athlete,  who  is  mak- 
; as  much  money  os  he  is,  whine 
much  about  his  life.  He  actu- 
ally cried  on  camera!  This  big  baby 
complains  about  media  attention, 
but  then  signs  up  to  have  the  cam- 
in  his  home.  He  brought  all  of 
this  negative  attention  on  himself. 

For  years,  the  nation  has 
wanted  to  know  if  Bonds  took  per- 
formance-enhancing drugs,  be- 
cause we  don’t  like  cheaters.  I 
didn’t  say  fee  was  a cheater.  I just 
want  to  know. 

I started  playing  baseball  in 
first  grads.  I can  remember  going 
to  Detroit  Tigers  games  with  my 
little  league  team  at  the  old  Tiger 
Stadium.  We  used  to  go  crazy 
when  Cecil  Fielder  would  hit  one 
out  There  was  a love  for  the  gam® 
there  that  has  disappeared  for  me, 
it  has  for  many  other  Americans. 

Now,  I still  love  minor-league 
games.  The  “love  of  the  game”  is 
all  the  minor-leaguers  play  for. 
They  don’t  make  mush  money. 

But,  between  the  MLB  strike 
of  ‘94  and  the  inflated  roided-up 
home-run  counts  of  various  play- 
er^ in  the  90s,  this  generation  of 
major  leaguers  has  put  a sour  taste 


i W ft... 

Ploy  Ball 

in  my  mouth  about  baseball  that 
won’t  go  away. 

I’m  tired  of  hearing  about  this 
BALCO  controversy.  Yes,  when 
they  find  out  what  happened  I 
would  like  to  know.  But  it’s  too 
late.  The  MLB  and  its  players  have 
caused  me  to  lose  a lot  of  the  love 
I had  for  the  game.  I think  the  same 
is  the  case  for  a let  of  Americans. 

Bud  Selig  failed  to  get  a grasp 
on  this  steroid  situation  in  time. 
There  is  no  reason  our  nation’s 
taxpayers  should  be  burdened  with 
congressional  hearings  on  steroid 
use.  Selig  missed  the  bus  on  that 

Getting  Mark  McGuire, 
Sammy  “Corky”  Sosa  and  Curt 
Schilling  to  testify  about  steroid 
abuse  in  the  MLB  was  a start.  The 
investigation  went  no  where  fast, 
except  for  the  Congressional  de- 
mands that  the  MLB  strengthen  its 
substance  abuse  policies. 

However,  it’s  not  all  Selig’s 
fault.  The  players  that  broke  the 
rules  caused  this  problem  for 
Selig.  What  was  Rafael  Palmeiro 
thinking  when  he  said  at  the  con- 
gressional' hearing,  “I  have  never 
taken  performance-enhancing 
drugs”? 

Then,  three  months  later, 
Palmeiro  pops  positive  on  a test. 
What  an  idiot. 

And  there  are  plenty  more  out 
there  like  Mm,  who  either  weren’t 
caught  or  haven’t  been  caught  yet. 

Palmeiro  has  retired;  go  has 
Mark  McGuire.  Bonds  is  still  here. 
Why? 

He  wants  to  break  Hank 
Aaron’s  home  run  record.  He  is  in 
pain.  He’s  getting  old.  He  is  sick 
of  negative  publicity.  It’s  so  bad 
that  he  is  crying,  remember? 

So,  let  these  professional  ath- 
letes cry  about  how  miserable  their 
lives  are.  Maybe  Bonds  is  crying 
while  he’s  driving  his  new  Lexus 
to  work.  Maybe  he’s  crying  wMle 
sitting  in  his  12-bedroom  mansion. 
Let  him  cry  about  how  terrible  his 
life  is,  while  some  people  can 
barely  save  enough  money  to  go 
to  one  of  Ms  games. 

Next  time  you  go  to  a game 
make  sure  you  feel  sorry  for 
Bonds.  He  would  appreciate  it. 


Athletes  of  the  Issue 

Joe  Stover 

Stover  has  been  dominate  this 
season,  recording  a 5-2  record  and 
2.78  ERA  through  April  5,  and 
recording  28  strikeouts  along  the 
way. 

in  game  one  of  the  doubleheader 
against  Waubonsee  Community 
Coiiege,  he  struck  out  11  batters  in  a 
one-hit,  shutout  performance. 

Heather  Holman 

Holman,  a product  of  Mlnooka  High 
School  is  batting  .328  and  leading 
the  Lady  Wolves  softball  team  in  RBI 
with  19. 

In  game  one  of  a doubleheader 
against  Aurora  University,  JV  Holman 
went  3 for  3 at  the  plate,  hitting  2- 
and  3-run  homers  and  collecting  5 
RBI  on  the  day. 
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JJC  commencement 


ceremony  set  for  May  12 


mwmmmm 

Co-Editor 

JJC’s  annual  spring  com- 
mencement ceremony  will  be  held 
Friday,  May  12,  at  7 p.m.  in  the 
gymnasium,  G-building  of  the  main 
campus.  The  ceremony  will  recog- 
nize students  who  have  completed 
degree  requirements  during  the 
spring  semester. 

Commencement  ceremonies 
are  held  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fall 
and  spring  semesters.  Students  who 
graduate  at  the  end  of  the  summer 
sessions  are  invited  to  participate  in 
the  fall  ceremony. 

So  far,  272  students  have  con- 
firmed their  participation  in  the  May 
12  ceremony,  according  to  Jeff 
Julian  of  the  Community  Relations 
Department.  That  number  could  rise 
by  the  date  of  die  ceremony.  Julian 
said  175  students  participated  in  livst 
December’s  ceremony,  while  230 
participated  in  the  spring  2005 
graduation. 

Each  student  is  invited  to  bring 
up  to  three  guests  to  the  ceremony, 
Julian  said.  For  additional  guests, 
overflow  rooms  will  be  provided  on 
the  TV  area  of  the  bridge  and  in 
rooms  D-2001  and  D-2002,  where 
the  ceremony  will  be  shown  via 
closed-circuit  television. 

The  ceremony  itself  will  fea- 
ture the  JJC  Community  Band  play- 
ing the  processional,  a welcome 
message  from  retiring  JJC  President 
J.D.  Ross,  and  an  introduction  by 
Board  Chair  Judy  DeVriendt. 

The  keynote  speaker  at  the  cer- 
emony will  be  Michael  J. 
Vinciguerra,  president  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  St.  Francis.  In  addition  to 
his  work  at  USF  and,  previously,  at 
State  University  of  New  York  at 
Farmingdale,  Vinciguerra  has 
worked  closely  with  JJC’s  President 


Ross  on  several  endeavors  for  edu- 
cational advancement,  according  to 
information  provided  by  the  Com- 
munity Relations  Department.  In 
2005,  Vinciguerra  announced  a 
scholarship  in  Ross'  name  "to  ben- 
efit minority  students  from  JJC  who 
wish  to  pursue  an  applied  science 
degree  at  USF,"  the  provided  press 
release  says. 

The  student  speaker  al  the  com- 
mencement ceremony  will  be  Eileen 
Martinez  of  Romeoville.  Martinez 
graduated  from  Plainfield  Central 
High  School  in  2004  and  will  re- 
ceive her  associate  degree  in  liberal 
arts  from  JJC,  according  to  the 
Community  Relations  Department. 
Martinez  plans  to  pursue  a degree 
in  pediatric  nursing  through  the 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago, 
according  to  a JJC  press  release 
says. 

While  at  JJC,  Martinez  served 
as  vice  president  of  Latinos  VJnidos 
and  was  diversity  officer  for  (he  Stu- 
dent Government,  a JJC  Student 
Ambassador  and  a member  of 
Aspira  Association,  a national  non- 
profit devoted  to  the  education  and 
leadership  development  of  Latino 
youth.  According  to  Community 
Relations,  she  also  participated  in 
the  Student  Wellness  Council,  En- 
gaging Latino  Communities  for 
Education  (ENLACE)  and  the  Peer 
Mentorship  and  Leadership  pro- 
gram. 

Outside  of  JJC,  Martinez  has 
coached  gymnastics  for  children  at 
the  Romeoville  Recreation  Center, 
assisted  the  American  Red  Cross 
and  volunteered  at  a nursing  home, 
the  press  release  says. 

See 

COMMENCEMENT 
on  page  5 


Savage  elected  as  new  student  trustee 


Co-Editor 

JJC  student  Brian  Savage  was 
elected  student  trustee  following 
student  voting  held  April  12  and  13. 
Savage  will  serve  one  year  as  stu- 
dent trustee. 

“I’m  really  enjoying  it,”  Sav- 
age said.  ‘This  is  an  opportunity  to 
do  what  I like.” 

Savage  ran  against  write-in 
candidates  during  the  campaign. 
Essentially,  he  was  the  only  candL 
date  running  at  JJC. 

Savage  explained  his  interest  in 
the  student  trustee  position. 

“I  started  as  a member  of  Stu- 
dent Government,”  he  said.  “I  en- 
joyed sitting  in  on  the  meetings  and 
being  a part  of  it.  I wanted  to  take 


JC  president  leaves  after  3 1 years  of  service 

Co-EOilor 


JJC  President  J.D.  Ross  will 
retire  following  the  May  12  com- 
mencement ceremony  after  seven 
years  as  president  and  31  and  a 
half  years  at  the  college. 

Ross  has  worked  in  education 
for  39  years.  He  began  at  JJC  in 
1^74  as  director  of  the  Inmate 
Training  Program,  which  pro- 
vided instruction  through  JJC  to 
inmates  at  four  adult  correctional 


centers.  Ross  said  he  decided  to  re- 
tire now  because  “It’s  a good  time 
to  leave,  while  I’m  healthy  and 
when  the  college  is  in  great  shape.” 
Ross  will  hold  no  formal  posi- 
tions on  boards  or  organizations 
affiliated  with  JJC  after  his  depar- 
ture, but  he  says  he  will  return  to 
the  college  for  activities  such  as 
sporting  and  fine  arts  events.  In  ad- 
dition to  enjoying  the  summer,  af- 
ter  Labor  Day,  Ross  will  begin  as 


executive  director  of  the  Will- 
Grundy  Medical  Clinic.  The  clinic 
is  a free,  nonprofit  clinic  serving 
the  two  counties.  Additionally, 
Ross  said  he  will  do  some  educa- 
tional consulting. 

Originally,  Ross  had  planned 
to  retire  on  June  31,  but  he  re- 
quested that  his  retirement  date  be 
moved  up  to  May  12.  In  an  e-mail 

See  ROSS  on  page  4 


my  experience  to  the  next  level 
when  the  student  trustee  position 
opened  up.” 

Many  changes  are  taking  place 
at  JJC,  including  the  retirement  of 
J.D.  Ross  and  the  arrival  of  Eugenia 
Proulx  as  JJC’s  new  president.  Sav- 
age is  very  aware  of  these  changes. 

“There  are  new  changes  com- 
ing to  the  college,  and  I am  happy 
to  be  serving  as  student  trustee  dur- 
ing these  changes,"  he  said. 

Savage  has  already  attended 
board  meetings  as  student  trustee. 

“So  far,  there  have  been  two 
meetings,  one  business  and  one 
workshop  meeting,”  he  said. 

Communication  is  Savage’s 
main  goal  as  student  trustee. 

“I  simply  want  to  create  an 
open  forum  between  the  students 


and  the  board,”  he  said.  “I  want  to 
find  out  what  issues  are  on  the  stu- 
dents’ minds  and  (make  sure)  that 
the  students  get  answers  to  their 
questions.” 

Savage  has  plans  for  JJC  dur- 
ing his  time  as  student  trustee. 

“I  want  to  create  a website  fo- 
rum with  discussion  boards  for  stu- 
dents,” Savage  said.  "I  also  want  to 
do  a TV  weekly  or  monthly  report 
so  I can  continually  get  out  there 
and  speak  to  the  students.” 

Savage,  18,  graduated  from 
Minooka  High  School  in  2005.  He 
said  he  plans  “to  be  very  visible  at 
Student  Government."  If  students 
have  any  questions  or  concerns,  he 
can  be  found  in  the  Student  Gov- 
ernment office,  in  the  OSA  area  of 
the  bridge. 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Student  Government  website 
Newiy  eiected  JoSlet  Junior  Co!!ege  Student  Trustee  Brian  Savage. 
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Blazer  staff  members  say  farewell  to  JJC,  each  other 


Meta  Machulis,  co-editor 

The  Blazer  staff  has  expe- 
rienced a fun  and  fulfilling 
year.  New  people  joined  the 
staff  and  brought  their  skills 
and  backgrounds  to  the  paper, 
and  staff  members  from  past 
years  returned  to  enrich  the 
Blazer  once  again.  But,  (as 
dramatic  music  begins  to 
play),  for  everyone,  there 
comes  a lime  to  move  on,  and 
a few  staff  members  are  leav- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  2006 
spring  semester.  They  offered 
the  following  words  about 
their  time  here  at  JJC  and  the 
Blazer : 

Meta  Machulis 

Until  I came  to  JJC,  I was 
never  the  extra-curricular  type. 
I've  attempted  to  participate  in 

>c\uue  a few  groups  and  acl'tvi- 
ties  over  the  years,  and  I've 


Luke  Hornberger,  copy  editor 

dropped  out  of  even  more.  But 
in  the  Blazer,  I found  something 
to  stick  with.  I’ve  enjoyed  this 
job/activity  more  than  any  other 
job/activity  I’ve  participated  in, 
and  at  the  same  time.  I’ve  dis- 
covered what  I want  to  do  with 
the  rest  of  my  life:  edit  and  write 
for  newspapers  or  magazines. 

Of  course,  not  all  newspa- 
per offices  would  allow  their 
employees  to  blast  rap  music 
and  watch  videos  on 
ebaumsworld.com  during 
breaks,  so  I’m  sure  I’ll  remem- 
ber my  time  at  the  Blazer  very 
fondly.  More  importantly,  I can’t 
imagine  ever  working  with  a 
more  fun  and  friendly  staff.  I’m 
grateful  for  all  the  opportunities 
JJC  and  the  Blazer  have  given 

ntc.  and  \ encourage  oVher  stu- 
dents to  get  involved  in  a cam- 


pus group  that  pertains  to  their 
interests.  If  your  experience  is 
anything  like  mine,  the  fun 
you’ll  have  and  friendships 
you’ll  make  will  be  something 
you'll  treasure  forever. 

Luke  Hornberger 

There’s  nothing  like  the 
hands-on  experience  that  work- 
ing for  a small  publication  gives 
you  as  a journalist.  What’s  more, 
the  close-knit  relationships  de- 
veloped as  part  of  Blazer  makes 
the  past  year  an  immeasurable 
experience  in  my  life. 

My  deep  appreciation  goes 
to  Bob  Marcink  for  dealing  with 
us  throughout  the  year,  the 
man’s  an  incredibly  patient 
teacher. 

Thanks  to  all  the  readers, 
too,  who  took  time  to  share  their 
compliments  or  give  their  criti- 
cism about  the  Blazer.  Your 
comments  were  invaluable 
throughout  the  year.  It  has  been 
a great  few  semesters  here  at 
JuCo,  but  despite  it  all,  life  con- 
tinues outside  of  Will  County, 
and  the  big  city  calls. 

Jim  Nelson 

It  has  been  a great  year,  and 
I am  certain  that  no  sports  sec- 
tion the  Blazer  has  published  is 
better  than  the  one  that  we  put 
out  this  year.  This  is  only  be- 
cause of  staff  writers  Adeyemi 


Odetunde,  Michael  Waninski 
and  Bobby  Wooten.  Without 
their  willingness  to  work,  this 
sports  department  would  not  be 
what  it  is. 

Also  to  Bob  Marcink:  thank 
you  for  giving  me  a chance  to 
prove  myself. 

To  the  Blazer  staff,  it  has 
been  quite  a different  experience 
than  that  of  my  days  in  the  mili- 
tary. Thank  you  for  making  it  en- 
joyable. 

Thank  you  to  all  of  Joliet 
Junior  College.  My  time  here 
has  been  great.  I am  moving  on 
to  Southern  Illinois  University 
Carbondale  to  continue  my  jour- 
ney toward  a sports  writing  ca- 
reer. 

Ian  Wright 

The  last  two  semesters 
working  as  co-editor  for  the 
Blazer  have  been  an  honor.  The 
experiences  that  I had  will  defi- 
nitely have  an  impact  on  my  fu- 


ture. 

The  best  thing  that  I wil 
take  away  from  this  experience 
is  the  memories  of  working  wit! 
such  a gifted  staff.  I know  that 
the  people  I have  had  the  privi 
lege  of  working  with  are  going 
places.  They  are  ail  such  hare 
workers  and  I know  that  they 
will  work  even  harder  to  achieve 
their  goals  in  their  careers. 

Big  thanks  to  Bob  Marcink 
the  Messiah  of  the  Blazer.  With 
out  his  knowledge  and  guidance 
the  Blazer  would  not  be  what  i 
is  today. 

Although  we  all  have  hac 
our  ups  and  downs  and  had  to 
deal  with  the  chaotic  weeks  ol 
layout  “crunch  time,”  in  the  enc 
we  persevered  and  have  ar 
amazing  paper  to  show  for  it. 

Thank  you  to  Meta,  Ashley 
Luke,  Jim,  Matt,  Kesha 
Xavier... and  of  course.  Bob. 


Dear  Blazer  staff, 

Thanks  for  making  this  another  interesting  year  in  the  old 
newsroom.  Although  I aged  five  years  in  one,  I feel  they’ve  been  a 
good  five  years.  I'm  sure  you  will  all  do  very  well  on  the  next  level. 
Keep  in  touch!  And  if  I'm  not  here,  leave  a message  with  Matt 
Sheehan. ..because  you  know  he'll  still  be  here. 

Sincerely, 

Bob 
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Question  of  the  Issue 

What  are  you  doing  for  fun  this  summer? 


landscaping,  and  painting.” 

- Roxanne  Davis,  Psychology 

"Coin,  lo  California." 


“Rafting  in  Wisconsin  and  lots  of 
baseball.” 

- Steve  Cantu,  Secondary 
Education:  History 


“Swimming,  working  on  a tan  and 
hanging  out  with  friends." 


thunder,  and  of  course  getting  a 
good  tan!” 

- Sommer  Hullett,  Nuclear 
Medicine 


To  contact  the  Blazer: 

Office  F-1009 
Phone:  (815)280-2313 
blazermail@jjc.edu 
www.jjc.edu/BIazer 
1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

The  Blazer  is  a student-run  publication.  Opinions 
expressed  in  the  Blazer  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  faculty  or  administration. 


- Alex  Wieclaw,  Interior  Design  - Laura  Olsen,  Education  - Christopher  Cruz,  History 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the 
letter  and  sender.  Ail  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit 
letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 
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A college  education  doesn't  come  cheap,  and  UPS  knows  that.  That's  why  they 
came  up  with  the  Earn  and  Learn®  Program.  As  a student  working  part-time  at 
UPS,  I can  get  as  much  as  $23,000  towards  my  college  expenses  and  tuition. 


•Program  Guidelines  Apply. 

UPS  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
M/F/O/V. 


Learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  £r  Learn*  Program  and  Part-Time  Package 
Handler  opportunities  ottered  through  Joliet  Junior  College  today!  Please  contact 
Essence  Brass  at:  708-670-4637  or  visit:  www.upsjobs.com/chicago 
Access  Code:  3306 


Pokit-Courvlsr-Poiiit 


From  the  left... 


iute  Hombaroor 

There  is  one  sport  in  our  coun-  travc 


try,  and  one  sport  only,  that  is  re- 
ferred to  as  The  National  Pastime. 
Its  tradition  spans  three  centuries  of 
development,  yet  its  play  is  mostly 
unchanged  since  the  first  pro  teams 
sprang  up  just  before  the  turn  of  the 
last  century. 

Baseball  is  even  used  as  a mea- 
surement of  American  culture — I 
guarantee  you've  never  heard  the 
expression  “It’s  as  American  as  bas- 
ketball  and  apple  pie,”  (please 
note — you  can  insert  football, 
hockey  and  soccer  as  well,  all  with 
the  same  awkward  affect). 

No  doubt  the  season  in  which 
baseball  is  played  has  an  influence, 
but  summer  and  baseball  go  hand 
in  hand.  The  crack  of  the  bat,  the 
smell  of  fresh  cut  grass,  the  roar  of 
the  crowd — all  of  these  identify  the 
ballpark  in  summer. 

Part  of  the  appeal  of  baseball 
is  a return  to  the  pastoral — wide 
open  spaces  and  the  leisurely  pace 
of  the  game.  Much  of  the  contest 
between  the  two  teams  is  spent  wait- 
ing and  calculating.  When  action 
does  come,  though,  it  is  split-sec- 
ond and  can  be  momentous  to  the 
point  of  game-changing. 

The  hardest  feat  in  sports  to 
accomplish  regularly  is  squarely 
hitting  a two-and-a-half-inch  ball 
thrown  by  someone  standing  60 
feet,  6 inches  away  with  a piece  of 
rounded  wood  of  equal  size.  The 
batter  has  got  to  identify  whether  or 
not  it  is  a strike  or  a ball,  what  half 


traveling  (anywhere  from  100  mph 
to  66  mph),  whether  it  will  curve, 
dip.  slide,  fall  off,  rise  or  tail  in — 
all  of  this  in  about  half  a second. 
Then  he  has  to  swing.  And  hit  it  fair. 
And  not  right  at  a defender.  If  you 
try  to  do  this  ten  times  and  fail 
seven,  you  are  a great  hitter. 

Baseball  is  the  only  sport  of  the 
big  four  not  constrained  by  a time 
clock.  In  football,  a quarterback  can 
take  a knee  the  last  two  minutes  of 
a game:  in  basketball,  the  last 
minute  of  game  time  can  take  up- 
wards of  ten  minutes  with  fouling 
and  free  throws  and  timeouts. 

In  baseball,  conversely,  the 
pitcher  must  get  the  outs  to  record 
a victory — he  can’t  sit  on  the  ball 
and  let  lime  click  off  the  clock.  This 
is  a wonderfully  empowering  game 
design — a team  down  by  eight  runs 
with  two  outs  in  the  ninth  still  has  a 
chance,  so  long  as  they  don’t  get  out. 

Americans  identify  easily  with 
baseball,  too,  because  so  many  of 
us  played  the  sport  as  children. 
Movies  such  as  the  The  Sandlot, 
The  Bad  News  Bears  and  more  re- 
cently The  Bench  Warmers  remind 
us  of  summer  vacation  and  neigh- 
borhood pick-up  games  of  ball. 
Baseball  has  been  a rite  of  passage, 
a generational  bridge  between  fa- 
ther and  son  in  which  dad  can  teach 
his  kid  how  to  throw,  catch  and 
swing. 

Another  lasting  attribute  is  the 
casual  fan’s  devotion  to  the  stats. 
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THE  QUESTION: 
Til®  spirt  off 
America:  footbal 
®r  baseball? 


Part  of  the  appeal  of 
baseball  is  a return  to  the 
pastoral — wide  open 

spaces  and  the  leisurely 
pace  of  the  game. 

— Luke  Horberger 


I believe  that  the  NFL 
is  the  most  watched  sport 
for  a reason. 

- Jim  Nelson 


Pofimt  m 
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Point? 


From  the  right. 


The  Major  League  Baseball 
strike  of  1994  left  a nasty  taste  in 
the  mouths  of  many  sports  fans.  It 
was  seen  when  play  resumed,  when 
ballpark  attendance  decreased 
heavily. 

Meanwhile,  Paul  Tagliabue, 
the  outgoing  commissioner  of  the 
NFL,  was  forging  friendships  with 
the  NFL  Players  Union  and  repre- 
sentative Gene  Upshaw,  and  in- 
creased the  marketability  of  his 
league  by  increasing  television  con- 
tracts to  attract  viewers  and  adding 
franchises  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

When  we  talk  about 
"America’s  game,”  we  as  a nation 
are  no  longer  talking  about  the  game 
of  baseball.  We  are  talking  about 
football. 

Baseball  neglected  its  fans  dur- 
ing the  1994  strike,  and  today,  it  is 
my  belief  that  they  haven't  made  up 
for  it.  They  can  build  all  of  the  fancy, 
new,  state-of-the-art  stadiums  they 
want  or  add  all  the  expansion  teams 
they  want.  I believe  that  the  NFL  is 
the  most  watched  sport  for  a rea- 
son. 

In  1994,  when  I heard  spoiled 
brat  baseball  players  whining  about 
their  lives,  I started  watching  foot- 
ball. Yes,  there  are  the  spoiled  brats 
there,  too.  There  are  idiots  (See 
Terrell  Owens),  but  it  does  not  per- 
meate through  the  league  like  it  did 
baseball. 

During  the  past  decade, 
America  has  seen  some  great  feats 
accomplished  in  both  sports.  You 


An  Nsbon 

have  the  home  run  totals  of  Mark 
McGuire,  Sammy  Sosa  and  Barry 
Bonds  to  thank  for  that.  Wait,  let  me 
see,  no  that's  not  right.  You  had  ste- 
roids and  corked  bats  to  thank  for 
that.  Thanks,  Corky! 

In  the  NFL  we  saw  Brett  Favre, 
one  of  the  best  quarterbacks  in  NFL 
history,  lead  his  team  to  two  Super 
Bowl  appearances  and  an  MVP  sea- 
son. We  saw  John  Elway  lead  the 
Denver  Broncos  to  a Super  Bowl 
victory,  earning  a championship 
ring  to  his  hall  of  fame  resume.  We 
saw  the  New  England  Patriots  win 
three  Super  Bowls  in  four  years  and 
a sixth-round  draft  pick  become  the 
league’s  best  quarterback,  Tom 
Brady. 

Let  us  not  forget  Pat  Tillman, 
the  member  of  the  Arizona  Cardi- 
nals who  sacrificed  his  multi-mil- 
lion  dollar  NFL  contract  to  join  the 
Army  Rangers  after  the  attacks  on 
New  York  City  and  ultimately  sac- 
rifice his  life  in  the  name  of  free- 
dom. 

We  saw  attendance  rise  to 
record  levels  in  the  NFL  each  year 
over  the  last  decade.  We  saw  Adam 
Vinateri  kick  how  many  game  win- 
ning field  goals  in  the  playoffs? 

The  NFL  has  attracted  viewers 
for  many  reasons.  First  of  all,  it  is 
easier  to  follow.  There  is  not  what 
seems  to  be  an  endless  162-game 
regular  season.  There  are  always 
packed  football  stadiums.  Even  the 

See  COUNTER- 


A College  Diploma...  a little  piece 
of  paper  that  comes  at  a big  price. 


Part-Time  Package  Handlers 


• Earn  S8.50  per  hour,  with  increases  of  50c  after  90  days  and  SOC  after  oi 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Paid  Vacations 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekends  & Holidays  Olf 

• Excellent  Benefits  (Medical/Life  & 40TK) 
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Learn* 


Studenls  can  get  up  to 

$23,000*/year 

in  College  Financial  Assistance. 
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Police  Blotter 


Criminal  damage  to  Centennial 
Commons’  property 

Jermaine  Moore  was  arrested 
for  criminal  damage  at  Centennial 
Commons  on  April  2. 

According  to  JJC  police,  a resi- 
dent of  apartment  327  wanted  to  file 
a report  for  damages  done  to  her  CD 
player,  computer,  door  and  door 
frame,  police  said.  The  individual 
said  her  property  was  damaged  dur- 
ing an  argument  with  Moore,  who 
threw  her  CD  player  and  computer 
to  the  floor.  Moore  pushed  the  in- 
dividual on  the  bed  and  held  her 
down.  He  then  left  the  room  and 
barricaded  the  individual  inside. 
Shortly  after,  Moore  returned  to  the 
apartment  with  friends  and  de- 
manded lo  be  let  in.  Moore  and  his 
friends  left  after  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  break  the  door  down. 

Considerable  damage  was 
done  to  the  door  and  door  frame. 
The  resident  decided  not  to  press 
charges  against  Moore,  but  Centen- 
nial  Commons'  management 
pressed  charges  for  damage  to  the 
door  and  door  frame. 

Moore  was  contacted  and  ar- 
rested for  criminal  damage  to  prop- 
erty. Bond  was  set  at  SI, 000  and 
Moore's  court  date  is  scheduled  for 
May  \0. 


Possession  of  cannabis  at  Centen- 
nial Commons 

Timothy  Zimmerman  of  Joliet 
was  arrested  for  possession  of  can- 
nabis and  possession  of  alcohol  by 
a minor  at  Centennial  Commons  on 
April  12. 

According  to  JJC  police,  Cen- 
tennial Commons’  management  re- 
ported complaints  from  residents 
about  loud  music.  Police  arrived  at 
the  suspected  apartment,  finding  a 
strong  odor  of  alcohol  and  smoke. 

Police  instructed  all  individu- 
als in  the  apartment  to  pour  all  the 
alcohol  down  the  sink  and  clean  up 
all  the  empty  beer  cans.  Non-resi- 
dents were  escorted  off  Centennial 
Commons’  property,  police  said. 

During  a check  of  surrounding 
apartments,  police  entered 
Zimmerman’s  apartment  1 17  which 
smelled  of  burnt  cannabis.  When 
police  inquired,  Zimmerman  told 
them  where  the  cannabis  was,  also 
admitting  to  the  possession  of  alco- 
hol which  was  already  consumed. 

Zimmerman  was  arrested  for 
possession  of  cannabis  and  posses- 
sion of  alcohol  by  a minor.  Bond 
was  set  at  S 1,000  and  Zimmerman’s 
court  date  is  scheduled  for  May  10. 

Theft  at  Centennial  Commons 

A theft  occurred  at  Centennial 
Commons  in  apartment  515A  on 
April  2. 

According  to  JJC  police,  a resi- 
dent reported  that  when  he  returned 


to  his  apartment  at  midnight,  the 
front  door  was  unlocked  and  sev- 
eral things  missing  from  his  room, 
police  said.  The  individual  also  said 
that  his  bedroom  light  was  on  and 
the  window  was  open  which,  he  re- 
ported, was  not  left  open. 

The  missing  items  included 
about  20  DVD’s,  several  textbooks 
and  a box  of  checks. 

Police  think  that  the  suspect 
entered  the  bedroom  through  the 
window,  took  what  they  wanted  and 
left  through  the  front  door,  since  the 
occupant  was  not  in  his  apartment 
for  several  days. 

Anyone  with  information  re- 
garding this  case  is  encouraged  to 
contact  the  JJC  Police  Department 
at  (815)  280-2234. 

Theft  of  computers  from  A and  T 
buildings 

Computer  parts  have  been  sto- 
len from  computer  labs  in  the  A and 
T buildings  over  the  span  of  two 
weeks. 

According  to  JJC  police,  a 
computer  monitor  and  two  cables 
were  reported  stolen  from  T-2024 
on  April  3,  a computer  tower  was 
reported  stolen  from  A-2003  on 
April  8 and  another  computer  tower 
was  reported  stolen  from  T-2003  on 
April  12,  police  said. 

Anyone  with  information  re- 
garding these  events  is  encouraged 
to  contact  the  JJC  Police  Depart- 
ment at  (815)  280-2234. 


ROSS  continued  from  page  1 — — 

sent  to  the  campus  community  in  ulty  and  staff  to  improve  the  college. 


March,  Ross  cited  personal 
sons  for  his  decision  to  leave  early. 

The  JJC  board  of  Trustees  ap- 
pointed David  Agazzi,  vice  presi- 
dent of  business  services  at  JJC, 
interim  president  from 
May  13  until  June  31.  On  July  1, 
Eugenia  Proulx  of  the  Community 
College  of  Baltimore  County 
(Maryland)  will  take  over  as  presi- 
dent of  JJC. 

Ross  has  met  with  Proulx  and 
even  had  dinner  with  Proulx  and 
her  husband. 

“We’re  in  fairly  regular  con- 
tact with  each  other,"  Ross  said. 
He  said  he  hopes  that,  in  the  fu- 
ture, JJC  “continues  to  grow  and 
continues  to  serve  students  effec- 
tively so  that  they  can  achieve  their 
educational  and  workplace  goals." 

When  asked  what  his  fondest 
memory  of  JJC  is,  Ross  replied, 
“My  interaction  with  students."  He 
said  he  “really  enjoyed”  the 
President’s  Open  Forums,  in  which 
students  had  the  opportunity  to  ask 
Ross  questions  and  converse  with 
him  about  nearly  any  topic.  He  said 
he  also  enjoyed  experiencing  stu- 
dent activities  such  as  plays,  mu- 
sical performances  and  athletic 
performances. 

Ross  said  he  believes  his 
greatest  accomplishment  at  JJC 
was  “working  effectively  with  fac- 


and  doing  it  in  a way  that  respected 
the  contributions  of  all  people  to  the 
institution,  including  the  students.” 
Ross  said  that  “Some  people  don’t 
always  accept  the  notion  that  stu- 
dents make  a contribution,  because 
we  see  ourselves  as  serving  the  stu- 
dents, but  students  also  make  a huge 
contribution  to  the  college  in  many 
ways.” 

Ross  said  he  hears  often  hears 
of  people’s  positive  experiences  at 
JJC  and  hardly  ever  receives  a com- 
plaint. 

“It’s  really  nice  to  work  here 
when  you  know  that  people  respect 
the  institution  and  what  we  try  to 
do,"  he  said. 

Ross  said,  “It’s  been  a great 
opportunity  to  work  at  Joliet  Junior 
College.  Not  only  is  it  the  oldest 
community  college  in  the  country, 
but  I believe  it’s  one  of  the  best,  and 
it  is  so  because  of  the  faculty,  staff 
and  students  that  we  have  here." 

Ross  and  his  wife  live  in  Joliet. 
They  have  two  adult  children — a 
son  who  lives  in  San  Diego  and  a 
daughter  who  lives  in  Downers 
Grove. 

The  Blazer  staff,  on  behalf  of 
the  entire  school,  thanks  President 
Ross  for  his  many  years  of  service 
at  JJC  and  wishes  him  the  best  of 
luck  in  the  future. 


The  Blazer  staff  is  looking  for  new  staff 
members  for  next  fall.  Interested?  Contact 
Bob  Marcink  at  (815)  280-2607  or  through 

e-mail  at  rmarcink@jjc.edu. 


Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 
^ Spring  Book  Buyback!  ^ 


Main  Campus  Bookstore 

D/Mall  Concourse 

Thursday,  May  4th  - 8:00  am  to  7:00  pm 

Monday  thru  Thursday  May  8th  - May  11th 

Friday,  May  5th  - 8:00  am  to  3:30  pm 
Saturday,  May  6th  - 8:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Monday  thru  Thursday,  May  8th  - May  lltli  - 

9:00  am  to  4:00  pm 

North  Campus 

8:00  am  to  7:00  pm 

Friday,  May  12th  - 8:00  am  to  2:00  pm 

Wednesday,  May  10th  - 6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 

Final  JJCClothmg  Clearance  Now  In  Progress! 


Ladies  l~y  Ladies 

Shorts/Skirts  Knit  Pants 

$5.00  A 2-,  $8.00 

All  Men’s  Shorts  $6.00  « 


Priced  as  Marked  - Colors,  Sizes.  & Styles  Limited  to  Stock  On  Hand  - Prior  Sales  Excluded  - Sorry,  No  Hold  Orders  - ALL  SALES  ARE  FINAL! 


JJC  Bookstore  Hours 

Monday  thru  Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 


J/Building 

Across  from  the 
Service  Center 
And  Registration 


Contact  The  JJC  Bookstore 

By  Phone:  (815)  280-6767  Email:  bookstore®jjc.edu 
On  The  Web  - www.jjcbookstore.com 
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News  Briefs 


Final  Exam  Schedule 

The  final  exam  week  al  JJC 
is  scheduled  for  May  8 through 
May  12  (with  the  exception  of 
some  night  and  weekend  classes). 
For  more  infromation.  the  final 
exam  schedule  can  be  viewed  at 
http://www.jjc.edu/FinalExams. 
Visit  the  JJC  website  for  more  de- 
tails. 

Cinco  De  Mayo  Events 

The  JJC's  Latinos  Unidos 
club  will  sponsor  Cinco  de  Mayo 
(May  5)  celebration  and  festivities 
on  the  bridge  with  the  following 
events:  a welcome  by  President 
J.D.  Ross  at  1 1 a.m.;  a student  pre- 
sentation at  11:15;  traditional  Lazo 
performers  al  1 1 :3():  Mariachi 
Perla  de  Mexico  at  noon;  and 
dance  lessons  by  members  of 
Latinos  Unidos  at  1 p.m. 

Credit  for  Life  Experience 
Meeting 

The  JJC  counseling  depart- 
ment will  hold  a Credit  for  Life 
Experience  Meeting  on  Thursday, 
May  11,  from  6 to  7 p.m.  in  room 
T- 1001.  The  meeting  will  explain 
how  adults  can  earn  college  credit 
for  life  experience  through  the 
CLEP  and  proficiency  tests,  port- 
folio development,  and  transcript 
evaluation.  For  more  information 
on  the  Credit  for  Life  Experience 
Meeting,  contact  Carol  Gordon  at 
280-2671. 


Alumni  Brunch 

The  25tb  Annual  JJC  Alumni 
Brunch  will  be  held  Sunday,  June 
1 1 al  1 1 a.m.  The  classes  of  1956, 
1966  and  1976  will  be  honored. 
Chef  Eric  Olsen  and  In •-  nNmis 
will  provide  culinary  ; ' i 
Ticket  cost  is  S25  per  p ’ - ' . 
make  reservations  or  i •,  'i 
this  event,  call  280-2218. 

IET  Career  Day 

JJC-IET  will  host  a Manufac- 
turing, Industrial  Maintenance  and 
Transportation  Logistics  Jobs  and 
Career  Day  on  May  20  from  9 
a.m.  to  2 p.m.  in  the  T-Building 
Conference  Center.  Representa- 
tives from  manufacturing  and 
transportation  firms  will  be  avail- 
able to  present  employment,  in- 
ternship and  scholarship  opportu- 
nities with  their  companies. 

JJC  Interior  Design  Model 
Home 

The  work  of  JJC  Interior  De- 
sign students  will  be  featured  in 
the  Plainfield's  Cavalcade  of 
Homes,  which  runs  from  July  21 
to  August  13.  The  students  as- 
sisted in  the  design  of  the  IVY 
Homes  model,  drafting  floor 
plans,  elevations  of  wall  and  drap- 
ery treatments  and  assisting  in  the 
selection  of  materials,  finishes  and 
furnishings.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Barbara  Pergande  at 
280-2492. 


COUNTER-POINT  continued  from  page  3 


Detroit  Lions,  the  NFL’s  worst  team 
over  the  past  five  years,  sell  out  ev- 
ery game  at  Ford  Field. 

What  sticks  out  most  in  my 
mind,  though,  is  the  way  that  the 
commissioner  ran  the  NFL.  There 
was  communication  and  good  will 
between  the  owners  and  players  for 
the  most  part.  The  NFL  and  Player’s 
Union  may  have  battled,  but  they 
came  away  victorious  because  they 
managed  to  avoid  a stoppage  in 
play.  That  is  where  baseball  faltered. 

Major  League  Baseball  be- 


came an  afterthought  to  me  fol- 
lowing the  strike.  I might  check  up 
on  my  favorite  teams  every  now 
and  then,  but  football  has  been 
number  one  in  my  book  since  the 
strike  of  1994. 

The  game  of  baseball  may 
have  great  tradition,  but  that  tra- 
dition has  a huge  black  mark  on  it 
now  following  the  strike  and  ste- 
roid scandals. 

Football  is  my  favorite  game, 
and  it  is  AMERICA’S  game! 


POINT  continued  from  page  3 


What  is  the  single  season  record  for 
homers?  Most  any  fan  can  answer 
73  by  Bonds  in  ’01 , and  before  that 
61  by  Maris  in  ‘61.  Ask  a football 
fanatic  the  single  season  yards  rush- 
ing record  and  I doubt  they  could 
give  you  an  accurate  number,  name 


and  year  (2,105  by  Eric  Dickerson 
in  ’84,  by  the  way). 

It’s  easy  to  praise  baseball  in 
Chicago  in  the  post  '05  era,  but  it 
has  withstood  the  test  of  time  and 
deserves  the  title  of  our  National 
Pastime. 


Awards  given  at  ICCJA  Conference 


Student  newspapers  from  com- 
munity colleges  in  Illinois  congre- 
gated at  Moraine  Valley  Community 
College  to  attend  a conference  and 
awards  ceremony  on  March  30-31. 

Awards  given  were  separated 
into  13  categories  with  three  sub- 
categories.  Categories  included 
Editorial,  Opinion,  Freehand  Car- 
toons. News,  Features,  Single 
Photo,  Photo  Spread,  Computer 
Graphics,  Sports  News,  Sports  Fea- 
tures, Layout,  Arts  and  the  Mike 
Foster  Award  for  General  Excel- 
lence. Sub-categories  included 
weekly/biweekly  circulation;  tri- 
weekly/monthly circulation  in 
schools  with  more  than  5,000  stu- 
dents; and  tri-weekly/monthly  cir- 
culation in  schools  with  fewer  than 
5,000  students. 

The  JJC  Blazer  received  sev- 
eral awards  in  the  former  tri-weekly/ 
monthly  sub-category.  Awards  in- 
clude Ian  Wright's  third  place  for 
editorial;  Matthew  Sheehan’s  sec- 
ond place  for  Features  article  on  the 
‘Lessons  for  Leno’  tour;  Ian 
Wright’s  third  place  for  Features  on 
Gisele  Atterberry;  Michael 
DiNovo’s  second  place  for  Single 
Photo  of  ritired  football  coach  Bob 
MacDougall;  Erin  Guzik,  Ashley 


Photo  by  Bob  Marcink 

The  Blazer  staff  flexes  )ournallstlc  muscle  outside  Moraine  Valley 
Community  College,  while  sports  editor  Jim  Nelson  (bottom  right)  waits  to 
set  down  his  four  heavy  awards  off  of  his  knee.  Ian  Wright  (middle  row, 
second  from  right)  didn’t  properly  wash  and  rinse  his  hair.  Matt  Sheehan 
(back)  Is  permanently  in  the  crouching  position  and  awaiting  surgery. 


Rochnowski  and  Xavier  Duran’s 
third  place  for  Photo  Spread;  and 
Jim  Nelson’s  first  place  and  honor- 
able mention  for  Sports  Features 
and  second  and  third  place  finishes 
for  Sports  News. 

Awards  for  first  place  in  Over- 
all Excellence  were  given  to  the 
Courier  of  the  College  of  DGPage 


for  the  weekly/biweekly  category; 
the  Kuskuskia  College  Scroll  of 
Kaskaskia  College  for  the  tri- 
weekly/monthly less  than  5,000  cir- 
culation category;  and  the  Tarian  of 
McHenry  County  College  for  the 
tri-weekly/monthly  more  than  5.000 
circulation  category. 


COMMENCEMENT  continued  from  page  1 


The  winners  of  several  college 
awards  will  also  be  recognized  at 
the  ceremony,  including  ihe  winners 
of  the  Student  Achievement  Recog- 
nition Award  (SARA)  and  the  J.D. 
Ross  Extraordinary  Service  Award 
(ESA). 

The  SARA  awards 
$200  each  semester  to 
two  students  who  have 
shown  outstanding  initia- 
tive in  their  selected  fields 
of  study  and  who  have  a 
GPA  of  2.5  or  higher.  This 
semester’s  recipients  are 
Eileen  Martinez  and  Kim- 
berly Widmer. 

The  ESA  is  the  high- 
est award  given  by  JJC.  It  honors 
community  members  who  have 
given  outstanding  service  to  the  JJC 
community.  The  2006  ESA  winners 
are  Dr.  Cecil  W.  Ingmire  and  Louise 
Ray. 

Ingmire,  a practicing  veterinar- 
ian for  nearly  50  years,  was  instru- 


mental in  the  decision  to  acquire  the 
land  that  is  now  the  Main  Campus 
and  also  played  a role  in  eslablish- 
ing  the  Veterinary  Medical  Technol- 
ogy program,  according  lo  Commu- 
nity Relations.  From  1967  to  1971, 


Ingmire  served  on  the  JJC  Board  of 
Trustees  and  was  chairman  in  1969. 

He  has  served  on  several  other 
area  and  professional  boards  and 
committees  and  has  received 
awards  from  the  Joliet  Exchange 
Club  and  the  Will  County  Farm 
Bureau. 


Ray  is  founder  and  director  of 
the  Forest  Park  Community  Center, 
which  has  helped  more  than  500 stu- 
dents receive  their  high  school  di- 
plomas. according  to  a JJC  press  re- 
lease. The  community  center  also 
offers  a learning  center  for 
young  children,  GED 
classes,  counseling  and  job 
placement  services.  Ray 
also  started  Youth  Build- 
ers, a program  that  helps 
young  men  and  women  get 
their  high  school  diplomas 
while  receiving  paid,  on- 
the-job  training  in  the 
building  trades.  Ray  has  re- 
ceived numerous  service 

awards. 

Of  course,  the  commehcement 
ceremony  will  also  recognize  each 
graduate.  JJC  retirees  will  also  be 
honored.  A reception  will  be  held 
in  the  cafeteria  following  the  cer- 
emony. 


The  winners  of  several  college 
awards  will  also  be  recognized  at 
the  ceremony,  including  the 
winners  of  the  Student 
Achievement  Recognition  Award 
(SARA)  and  the  J.D.  Ross 
Extraordinary  Service  Award  (ESA). 


Call  708.534.4490  or  visit  vwvw.govst.edu  today. 
Accessible  © Professional  © Affordable 
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Governors  State  University  helps  students 
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Flexible  Schedules 
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‘Taste  of  Life’  gives  spiritual  experience 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 


Justin  Lowry  (right)  of  Intervarsity  Christian  Fellowship  and  student  Kella 
Harris  have  a discussion  during  the  Taste  of  Life  event. 


Co-Editor 

JJC’s  chapter  of  the  Intervarsity 
Christian  Fellowship  held  'Taste  of 
Life”  week  during  the  week  of  April 
24.  The  events  included  a display 
set  up  on  the  center  bridge  that  "al- 
lowed studenLs  to  have  an  interac- 
tive experience  about  the  realities 
of  their  life,”  according  to  Phil 
Nordquist,  Intervarsity  campus  min- 
ister at  JJC. 

The  display  included  photo- 
graphs of  images  that  students  could 
interpret  and  relate  to,  an  area  where 
students  could  write  and  display 
what  they  would  like  to  ask  God 
about  their  lives  and  a place  to  in- 
dicate whether  they  or  someone 
they  know  had  been  abused. 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of 
the  week,  a team  of  students  inter- 
viewed other  students  and  recorded 
their  answers  on  video.  The  student 
team  asked  questions  about  life, 
purpose  and  spirituality,  Nordquist 
said. 

On  the  evening  of  Wednesday 
the  26th,  Intervarsity  Christian  Fel- 
lowship hosted  performance  teams 
and  artists,  including  a praise  dance 
team,  a drum  line,  a drama  team  and 
more.  They  also  discussed  some  of 


the  questions  to  God  students  had 
written. 

On  Thursday  night,  the  fellow- 
ship held  a free  catered  dinner. 
Nordquist  said  a speaker  gave  his 
testimony  about  how  God  changed 
his  life,  and  the  group  reviewed  the 
student  interview  videos. 

“We  hope  that  people  will  get 
a taste  of  who  God  is  through  our 
week's  events,”  Nordquist  said. 

Intervarsity  Christian  Fellow- 
ship is  an  evangelical  campus  mis- 


sion serving  560  colleges  and  uni- 
versities across  the  country,  accord- 
ing to  its  website.  The  group  is  open 
to  all  denominations  and  to  those 
without  church  affiliation.  The  JJC 
fellowship’s  May  meetings  will  be 
May  4 from  6 to  8 p.m.  (small 
group)  and  8 to  10  p.m.  (large 
group).  Prayer  meetings  are  held 
every  weekday  in  the  cafeteria  at 
noon.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Phil  Nordquist  at  258-4858  or 
Geoff  White  at  280-2421. 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 


Notes  with  questions  for  God  cover  a board  on  the  bridge  for  the  Taste  of  Life  exhibit  during  the  week  of  April  24. 


Empowerment  Conference  held  at  JJC 


The  Ninth  Annual  Empower- 
ment Conference  was  held  at  JJC 
in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  on  Friday, 
April  21. 

Speakers  at  the  conference 
included  Dr.  Roya  Falahi- 
Kharaghani,  JJC  professor  of  so- 
ciology and  anthropology  and  the 
director  of  die  JJC  Women's  Col- 
lege; Dr.  Linda  Bisliai,  senior  pro- 
gram officer  at  the  United  Stales 
Institute  for  Peace;  Katharine 
Baker,  professor  of  law  and  asso- 
ciate dean  at  the  Chicago-Kenl 
College  of  Law;  and  Mary  Adams, 


victims'  advocate  at  the  Sexual  As- 
sault Services  Center  of  Guardian 
Angel  Community  Services,  part 
of  the  Guardian  Angel  Home  in 
Joliet. 

The  conference  was  spon- 
sored by  the  JJC  Women’s  Col- 
lege, the  Office  of  Student  Activi- 
ties. die  Human  Resources  Center, 
the  Office  of  the  Vice  President  of 
Academic  Affairs,  the  Project 
Achieve/Student  Support  Services 
and  the  Office  of  Minority  Student 
Affairs. 


A Spring  Fling  thing... 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

Students  play  the  video  game  Dance  Dance  Revolution  during  Spring  Filng. 
Various  activities  were  held  on  the  bridge  during  the  three-day  event. 
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Phi  Theta  Kappa  takes 
part  in  Relay  for  Life 


Staff  writer 

JJC  teamed  up  with  the  Univer- 
sity of  St.  Francis,  Lewis  Univer- 
sity and  other  local  organizations  in 
March  to  participate  in  the  Ameri- 
can Cancer  Society's  annual  benefit 
“Relay  for  Life.”  Teams  gathered  at 
Lewis  University  to  partake  in  the 
overnight  event  designed  to  cel- 
ebrate survivorship  and  raise  money 
for  ACS  research  programs. 

The  American  Cancer  Society 
set  an  overall  goal  of  20  teams  from 
each  institution  and  raised  a total  of 
$50,000.  In  its  second  year  of  par- 
ticipation with  Relay,  JJC  organized 
14  teams  comprised  of  different  stu- 
dent clubs,  faculty,  staff  and  other 
volunteers.  Some  of  the  JJC  clubs 
involved  included  Student  Athletic 
Council,  Latinos  Unidos,  Team 
Intervarsity  and  Phi  Theta  Kappa. 

“It  was  very  touching  to  see  so 
many  survivors  honored  and  so 
many  teams  show  their  supports 
throughout  the  night,"  said  Ameri- 
can Cancer  Society  spokesperson 
Stephanie  Peterson.  ‘This  year,  44 
teams  participated  in  the  event — 
that’s  13  more  than  last  year!" 

Lewis  University’s  $19,500 
total  effort  earned  them  top  institu- 
tional fundraising  honors.  JJC  came 
in  a close  second,  donating  $ 1 5,629. 
Top  team  fundraising  honors  went 
to  Phi  Theta  Kappa  from  JJC,  which 
contributed  $3,563. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  the  largest 


honor  society  in  American  higher 
education,  with  more  than  1.5  mil- 
lion members  and  1,200  chapters 
located  in  all  50  states.  JJC’s  chap- 
ter recognizes  and  encourages 
scholarship  among  two-year  college 
students. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  provides  an 
opportunity  for  the  development  of 
leadership  and  service. 

“Finding  the  cure  for  cancer  is 
a top  priority  for  members  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,”  said  the  Joliet  Jun- 
ior society’s  vice  president,  Gail 
Metta. 

Metta  earned  top  individual 
accolades  by  solely  raising  $2,033 
for  a cause  that  holds  special  mean- 
ing to  her.  “I  have  lost  my  father  and 
mother-in-law  to  cancer,”  said 
Metta.  “It  is  very  personal  to  me.” 

Relay  for  Life  represents  hope 
that  those  lost  to  cancer  will  never 
be  forgotten,  that  those  who  face 
cancer  will  be  supported,  and  that 
one  day,  cancer  will  be  eliminated. 

“I  pray  that  each  penny  raised 
will  bring  us  further  to  finding  the 
cure  for  cancer  and  one  day  no  one 
will  have  to  suffer,”  Metta  said. 

As  of  mid-April,  the  event  had 
raised  $47,032,  just  shy  of  the 
American  Cancer  Society’s  $50,000 
goal.  The  objective  can  still  be 
reached,  though.  Any  money  turned 
in  prior  to  Aug.  31, 2006,  will  count 
toward  the  overall  goal.  Donations 
can  be  sent  to:  “The  American  Can- 
cer Society,"  17060  Oak  Park  Ave., 
Tinley  Park,  111.,  60477. 


Fine  Arts  Briefs 


Gallery  Exhibit 

The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art 
Gallery,  located  on  the  second 
floor  of  J-building,  is  hosting  the 
2006  JJC  An  Students  Juried  Ex- 
hibition through  May  5.  The  an- 
nual competition  showcases  works 
by  students  in  studio  art  classes  at 
JJC.  The  gallery  is  open  Monday 
through  Friday  from  8 a.m.  to  8 
p.m. 

Jazz  Concert 

The  JJC  Fine  Arts  Depart- 
ment will  present  its  annual  Spring 
Jazz  Concert  on  Friday,  May  5,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 
The  concert  will  feature  the 
college's  Jazz  Band  under  the  di- 
rection of  Charles  fylorgan.  The 
Lemont  High  School  Jazz  Band, 
under  the  direction  of  Dave 
Nommensen,  will  open  the  con- 
cert. Admission  is  $5  for  the  gen- 
eral public:  $4  for  senior  citizens. 
JJC  faculty  and  staff  and  non-JJC 
students;  and  $2  for  JJC  students 
and  children.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  the  Fine  Arts  office 
at  280-2223. 

Community  Band  Concert 

The  JJC  Community  Band 
will  present  its  29th  Annual  Spring 
Concert  on  Sunday,  May  7,  at  3 
p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  In 
addition  to  other  works,  the  con- 


cert will  include  selections  chosen 
by  President  J.D.  Ross  to  honor  his 
retirement.  Admission  is  $5  for  the 
general  public;  $4  for  senior  citi- 
zens, JJC  faculty  and  staff  and  non- 
JJC  students;  and  $2  for  JJC  stu- 
dents and  children.  For  more  infor- 
mation. contact  the  Fine  Arts  office 
at  280-2223. 

Guitar  Ensemble  Concert 

The  JJC  Guitar  Ensemble  will 
present  its  Spring  Concert  on  Mon- 
day, May  8.  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre.  The  ensemble  is  un- 
der the  direction  of  Steve  Jacobson 
and  will  include  compositions  by 
Bach.  Sibelius.  Herbie  Hancock, 
and  Chris  Buzelli.  Admission  is  $5 
for  the  general  public;  $4  for  senior 
citizens,  JJC  faculty  and  staff  and 
non-JJC  students;  and  $2  for  JJC 
students  and  children.  For  more  in- 
formation, contact  the  Fine  Arts  of- 
fice at  280-2223. 

Percussion  Ensemble 

Concert 

The  JJC  Percussion  Ensemble 
will  present  its  Spring  Concert  on 
Tuesday,  May  9.  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre.  The  ensemble  is 
under  the  direction  of  Andrew  P. 
Simco  and  will  include  composi- 
tions by  Bizet,  Biebl,  Colgrass, 
Miller  and  others.  The  Joliet  Cen- 
tral High  School  Percussion  En- 
semble. under  the  direction  of  Mike 


Fiske,  will  perform  as  guests.  Ad- 
mission is  $5  for  the  general  pub- 
lic; S4  for  senior  citizens,  JJC  fac- 
ulty and  staff  and  non-JJC  stu- 
dents; and  $2  for  JJC  students  and 
children.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Fine  Arts  office  at  280- 
2223. 

Student  Honors  Recital 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
will  present  the  2006  Student  Hon- 
ors Recital  on  Wednesday,  May  10, 
at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
atre. Students  performing  in  the 
recital  were  selected  by  audition 
in  front  of  the  entire  music  faculty. 
Admission  is  free  and  is  open  to 
the  public.  A reception  will  imme- 
diately follow  the  recital. 

Music  Student  Auditions 

Auditions  for  applied  music 
students  at  JJC  will  be  held  on  Fri- 
day, May  12.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
atre. located  in  the  K-building.  For 
appointments  and  more  detail: 
call  280-2223. 

Youth  Orchestra  Concert 

The  Metropolitan  Youth  Sym- 
phony Orchestra  will  perform  in 
concert  at  JJC  on  Saturday.  May 
13,  at  4 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The 
atre.  For  ticket  information  and 
more  details  about  the  concert,  call 
(630)  257-2733. 
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Flea  market  draws  crowd  to  bridge 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

Students  and  faculty  participated  in  this  year’s  Inaugural  JJC  flea  market  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  Student 
Activities  on  April  12. 


ferent  vendors,  including  tables 
sponsored  by  different  offices  and 
clubs  from  the  school  as  well  as  in- 
dividuals with  their  own  wares. 

There  were  a variety  of  goods 
to  be  purchased,  from  the  flea  mar- 
ket mainstays  such  as  used  books, 
clothes  and  CDs  to  more  unique 
items  including  bamboo  plants  and 
Easter  baskets. 

In  attendance  were  young  en- 
trepreneurs eager  to  start  a con- 
sumer base  for  their  products  as  well 
as  casual  purveyors  hoping  to  turn 
their  unused  clutter  into  a quick 
buck. 

“It’s  a great  opportunity  for  us 
to  get  our  name  out  there  and  let  our 
target  clientele  see  what  we  have  to 
offer,"  said  Mia  Bella,  a student  who 
is  also  beginning  to  distribute  soy- 
based  candles  as  a supplementary 
income. 

Charlene  Eom  hosted  a table 
selling  lucky  bamboo. 

“One  of  these  plants  is  incred- 
ibly durable  and  requires  little  main- 
tenance," she  said.  “That’s  why 
they’re  lucky — you  can  do  just 
about  anything  to  (them)  and  they’ll 
survive." 

Not  all  of  the  tables  set  up  were 
for  personal  gain.  Mildred  Holmes 


of  the  Counseling  and  Advising 
Office  worked  a table  full  of  as- 
sorted knick-knacks  and  keepsakes. 

“All  of  the  proceeds  we  make 
today  will  go  to  the  Edward  C. 
Johnson  scholarship  for  minority 
students,”  she  said. 

Prices  were  what  you  would 
expect  from  an  average  flea  mar- 
ket— books  as  cheap  as  a quarter 
to  comic  books  as  much  as  $50  and 
novelty  keepsakes  any  price  in  be- 
tween. 

One  of  the  more  unique  items 
was  a coffee  plant  homegrown  by 
Tony  Houston,  an  agriculture  stu- 
dent. 

Bierman  was  pleased  with  the 
turnout  and  had  nothing  but  good 
things  to  say  about  the  entire  expe- 
rience. 

“The  student  workers  from  the 
Office  of  Student  Activities — Tony 
Houston,  Constance  Morris  and 
Sara  Bechtold — shouldered  most 
of  the  responsibility  for  pushing  this 
project  through  and  organizing  it  so 
well,”  she  said.  “We  look  forward 
to  making  this  a yearly  event,  even 
expanding  on  this  year’s  humble 
beginning  to  include  a wider  vari- 
ety of  vendors." 


BEsmajgp 

Copy  Editor 


The  Office  of  Student  Activi- 
ties sponsored  its  first  ever  flea 
market  Wednesday,  April  12.  The 
garage  sale-style  event  look  place 
in  the  center  bridge  between  1 1 a.m. 
and  1 p.m. 

“We’ve  wanted  to  do  this  for  a 
long  time,  but  in  the  past  it  just 
didn’t  pan  out,"  said  Laurie 
Bierman,  secretary  of  OSA.  “This 
year,  though,  we  had  a great  push 
from  our  student  workers  that 
helped  launch  this  event." 

This  year,  participation  was 
limited  to  students  and  faculty,  for 
fear  of  too  many  outside  commer- 
cial parties  complicating  the  event 
in  its  infancy.  That  could  change  in 
upcoming  years,  however,  depen- 
dant upon  the  overall  smoothness 
of  this  year’s  experience. 

A $20  refundable  deposit  was 
required  to  be  paid  by  vendors — 
along  with  the  stipulations  that  your 
merchandise  must  be  hand-carried 
in  and  that  you  staff  your  table  at 
all  times  and  clean  up  at  the  end — 
was  all  that  was  required  to  have  a 
table. 

The  inaugural  year  saw  15  dif- 
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JJC  projector  in 
planetarium  has  mishap 


Staff  writer 

Heaven  is  a little  bit  darker 
these  days,  since  it’s  been  missing 
a few  of  its  stars.  For  the  past  30 
years,  JJC’s  Herbert  Trackman 
Planetarium  has  been  showing  all 
its  visitors  and  students  the  millions 
of  heaven's  little  lights.  But  on 
March  13,  as  the  projector  in  JJC’s 
Herbert  Trackman  Planetarium  was 
descending  into  its  enclosure,  the  el- 
evator that  lifts  it  gave  way.  This 
caused  the  star  projector  to  fall  13 
feet  into  a pit,  breaking  the  equip- 
ment. 

Art  Maurer, 
director  of  the 
planetarium,  said, 

“1  love  this  piece  of 
equipment.  It 
ripped  out  my 
heart  out  and 
stomped  on  it 
when  I saw  it  fall 
down  into  that  pit.” 

To  get  the  I 

500-pound  projec- 
tor from  its  holding  below,  scaffold- 
ing was  placed  over  the  pit,  and 
three  to  four  men  pulling  on  thick 
chains  placed  around  the  star  pro- 
jector inched  it  up.  After  the  star 
projector  was  pulled  out,  it  was  sent 
safely  off  to  Pennsylvania  for  re- 
pairs. It  was  then  time  to  remove 
the  broken  lift,  which  weighed  a few 
hundred  pounds  itself,  and  send  it 
off  to  be  repaired  as  well. 

When  both  large  items  had 
been  removed,  the  electrical  work- 
ers found  that  the  wires  giving 
power  to  the  elevator  and  projector 
have  not  been  touched  in  about  30 
years.  The  workers  told  Maurer  that 


the  wires  shouldn’t  be  removed  be- 
cause they  are  so  brittle  and  that  it 
would  cost  more  to  rewire  the  whole 
planetarium  than  to  fix  both  the  el- 
evator and  projector  together.  So  for 
the  safety  of  the  students  and  the 
wires,  the  pit  has  been  covered  and 
wrapped  in  caution  tape. 

The  star  projector  is  scheduled 
to  return  to  the  college  sometime  in 
June.  Until  then,  Jeff  Fisher,  media 
electronics  technician  for  JJC,  has 
helped  to  keep  the  shows  running 
in  the  planetarium  by  setting  up  a 
DVD  overhead  projector  to  play  on 
the  dome  screen  ceiling. 


“I  love  this  piece  of  equipment.  It 
ripped  out  my  heart  out  and 
stomped  on  it  when  I saw  it  fall 
down  into  that  pit.” 

- Art  Maurer,  director  of  the  JJC 
planetarium 


‘The  cooperation  from  the  en- 
tire college  has  been  outstanding,” 
Maurer  said.  “Jeff  Fisher  has  been 
an  angel  on  my  shoulder  with  all  the 
stuff  he  has  done  to  keep  this  place 
going.” 

He  added,  “With  the  DVD 
player,  I have  the  chance  to  incor- 
porate new  ideas  into  the  shows.” 
The  new  addition  of  DVD  shows 
have  not  replaced  old  shows  which, 
of  course,  will  return  to  entertain 
and  educate  visitors.  For  now, 
Maurer  has  been  giving  out  star 
maps  of  the  night  sky  to  all  of  the 
visiting  schools  who  come  to  see  the 
shows. 
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Commentary 


How  important  is  faith  in  the  lives 
of  JJC  students  and  faculty? 


Staff  Writer 

We  walk  the  same  halls.  We 
attend  the  same  classes.  We  enjoy 
the  same  films,  music  and  restau- 
rants. But  when  it  comes  to  faith  in 
the  lives  of  JJC  students,  how  simi- 
lar are  we? 

Perhaps  your  curiosity  has 
emerged  considering  this  issue,  and 
if  you’ve  hypothesized  that  many  on 
campus  hold  varied  views  on  faith, 
you’d  be  correct. 

“I  think  a lot  of  people  have 
faith,”  said  JJC  freshman  Colleen 
Ondracek.  “Most  people  won’t 
deny  faith.” 

In  asking  random  students  and 
faculty  about  their  faith,  many 
seemed  to  concur  with  Ondracek’s 
point  of  view.  Of  the  44  individuals 
who  were  questioned,  20  said  that 
faith  was  a serious  part  of  their  lives. 

_ JJC  freshmen  Kari  Widlowski 
agreed.  “Faith  is  important  to  me 
because  it  allows  me  to  be  in  a rela- 
tionship with  someone  who  accepts 
me  with  an  unending  love,”  she 
said.  “Jesus  accepts  me  for  who  I 
am,  not  what  I’ve  done.” 
Even  with  such  statements,  how- 
ever, faith  still  seems  to  be  some- 
thing that’s  very  private  for  most 
people.  Why  is  this? 

Interestingly  enough,  although 
about  half  of  the  surveyed  individu- 
als claimed  faith  was  a colossal  part 
of  their  lives,  the  majority  of  the  stu- 
dents said  that  the  topic- rarely,  if 
ever,  comes  up  in  conversations 
with  friends  and  family.  Also  of 
mention  was  the  fact  that  only  36 
percent  of  the  surveyed  students  at- 
tend a religious  service  at  least  twice 
a month. 

So  why,  if  there  seems  to  be  a 
heavy  importance  put  on  faith,  is 
there  a reluctance  to  attend  a reli- 
gious service? 

Ted  Thompson,  an  American 
literature  instructor  at  JJC  for  the 
past  39  years,  offered  his  views  on 
the  matter.  ‘There’s  a difference 
between  organized  religion  and 


spirituality,”  he  said.  "Organized 
religion  is  part  of  the  impediment. 
Everyone  needs  to  come  to  their 
own  belief  system.” 

Gina  Cairns,  a sophomore,  had 
a similar  view.  ‘To  me,  church  is  a 
chore.  It’s  more  of  a routine  than  an 
enjoyment.  It’s  another  add-on.” 
Eighteen-year-old  freshman 
Matt  Krai  offered  his  own  perspec- 
tive on  the  reasons  he  stopped  at- 
tending a formal  church  service. 
“My  parents  stopped  taking  me,”  he 
said.  “Everything  done  there  can  be 
done  at  home,  like  prayer.  I felt  no 
reason  to  go.” 

‘Too  structured,  too  cult-iike, 
too  much  B.S.,”  commented  math 
instructor  Larry  Kubbins.  “Person- 
ally, I don’t  care  about  anybody  else 
or  what  they  believe.” 

But  what  of  those  students  who 
do  care?  Do  they  feel  isolated  in  Cry- 
ing to  share  their  faith?  Are  they 
able  to  find  common  ground  with 
students  and  faculty  who 
may  not  share  their  views? 

Jon  Casserilla,  a sophomore, 
seemed  to  feel  poorly  judged  at 
times  when  sharing  his  faith. 

“I  say  certain  things  are  wrong 
and  I draw  the  line  and  people  don’t 
like  that,”  Casserilla  said.  “Ulti- 
mately, they  want  to  feel  like  they’re 
in  control  of  their  own  life  and  they 
don’t  want  to  feel  like  their  lives  are 
being  controlled  by  God.” 

Casserilla’s  problems  may 
stem  from  his  ideas  on  absolutism, 
however.  To  draw  the  line,  as  he 
said,  and  be  definitive  with  one’s 
ideas  of  faith,  morality  and  the  con- 
cept of  spiritual  truth  has  seemingly 
become  a rarity,  and  an  open  mind 
amongst  students  even  less  com- 
monplace. 

Geology  instructor  Bruce 
Tompkins  concurred.  “Are  we  not 
all  believing  the  same  thing?”  he 
asked.  “Younger  people  go  through 
a rebellious,  non-believing  stage, 
and  as  life  goes  on,  something  hap- 
pens, and  they  ask,  why?” 

Philip  Nordquist,  leader  of 
Intervarsity  Christian  Fellowship, 


said  of  students,  ‘The  majority  are 
willing  to  talk  about  their  faith. 
Most  people  have  a cafeteria-style 
faith  where  they  pick  what  looks 
good.” 

Considering  the  fact  that  75 
percent  of  the  surveyed  students  and 
teachers  were  either  protestant  or 
Roman  Catholic,  Nordquist’s  com- 
ments are  a bit  interesting  when 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  so  many 
students  are  wary  of  organized 
church,  yet  so  open  to  other  ideas 
while  still  valuing  their  own  faith. 

“I  think  it’s  the  idea  of  what 
church  is,”  explained  Nordquist. 
‘The  idea  of  (organized  church)  is 
boring,  of  being  judged,  or  that  it’s 
weird.  Some  people  think  we  (mem- 
bers of  the  fellowship)  are  weird.” 

It  seems  most  surveyed  JJC  stu- 
dents had  views  compatible  with 
those  that  Nordquist  mentioned  and 
steer  away  from  the  idea  of  one  re- 
ligious or  spiritual  paradigm. 

Freshman  Jonathan  Abernathy 
seemed  to  adopt  such  a philosophy. 

“I  find  truth  in  each  (religion)," 
said  A-bemathy.  “A  lot  make  sense. 
I’ve  had  experiences.  I’ve  explored 
them  and  practiced  each.” 

Abernathy  may  be  on  to  some- 
thing. There  can’t  be  any  harm  in 
investing  some  time  into  research- 
ing different  faiths  and  coming  to 
one’s  own  conclusions.  To  some,  it 
may  widen  their  perspective  on 
other  religions.  To  others,  it  may 
strengthen  the  faith  they  already 
possess,  helping  them  grow  in  their 
own  spirituality,  as  is  the  case  with 
individuals  like  Casserilla. 

Overall,  faith  seems  to  be  a 
very  real,  very  important  element  in 
the  lives  of  many  students  and  fac- 
ulty at  JJC.  Whether  one  considers 
faith  to  best  be  outwardly  articu- 
lated or  one  prefers  a more  inward, 
private  expression  of  faith,  there 
appears  to  be  room  on  campus  for 
both  ways  of  thought  At  the  very 
least,  hopefully  both  students  and 
faculty  will  continue  to  explore  just 
why  we  believe  what  we  say  we 
have  faith  in. 


Women’s  College 
brings  gender  equity  to 
forefront  at  JuCo 


Staff  Writer 

A college  within  a college — 
that  is  the  Women’s  College,  which 
was  established  Feb.  6, 1998,  by  Dr. 
Roya  Falahi  and  is  meant  to  inte- 
grate gender  equity  into  all  aspects 
of  the  educational  process  at  Joliet 
Junior  College. 

The  Women’s  College  was  es- 
tablished with  the  help  of  a $35,000 
grant  from  the  Illinois  Board  of 
Education.  With  the  grant,  JJC  be- 
came the  first  in  two-year  public 
institution  of  higher  education  in 
Illinois  and  the  second  in  the  coun- 
try to  establish  a women’s  college 
within  a college. 

“The  mission  of  the  Women’s 
College  is  to  make  gender  more  vis- 
ible,” said  Falahi.  “It  offers  all  stu- 
dents an  inclusive  and  self-enhanc- 
ing learning  environment.” 

One  of  the  major  of  goals  of 
the  Women’s  College  is  to  provide 
a challenging,  supportive  and  coop- 
erative classroom  learning  environ- 
ment, as  well  as  academic  and  per- 
sonal counseling  to  nurture' female 
students’  personal  growth. 

The  Women’s  College  within 
Joliet  Junior  College  is  not  intended 
to  have  a separate  campus  or  fac- 
ulty members.  Instead,  gender  eq- 
uity is  institutionalized  into  already 
existing  instructional  methods  and 
curricula  materials. 

The  college  does  not  exclude 
men;  in  fact,  it  actively  encourages 
male  students  to  enroll  and  partici- 
pate, because  men  also  benefit  when 
education  is  gender  fair.  The 
Women’s  College  creates  a women- 
cenlered  educational  experience 
that  is  inclusive;  however,  in  the 


course  content  and  classroom  cli- 
mate, the  focus  is  on  women. 

Also,  with  the  help  of  the 
Women’s  Resources  Center,  the 
Women’s  College  advocates  for 
gender  equity  in  all  college  policies, 
programs  and  practices.  It  also  edu- 
cates the  college  community  on  gen- 
der issues  and  works  on  and  off 
campus  in  implementing  educa- 
tional programs,  special  projects 
and  outreach  activities. 

The  Women’s  Resource  Cen- 
ter provides  help  in  several  areas, 
such  as:  support  and  orientation  for 
non-lraditional  reluming  female  stu- 
dents to  smooth  their  transitions; 
counseling  and  assistance  for  single 
and  teen  parents;  assistance  in  iden- 
tifying on-  and  off-campus  support 
and  resources  (e.g.  child-care,  fi- 
nancial aid  and  women’s  shelters  for 
victims  of  abuse)  for  women  return- 
ing to  college. 

Among  other  help  provided, 
The  Women's  College  also  offers 
activities  like  workshops,  presenta- 
tions and  an  annual  conference. 
Most  of  these  activities  take  place 
on  the  bridge  during  October,  as 
well  as  March,  which  is  Women’s 
History  Month.  But  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  activities  is  the  annual 
conference.  This  year,  the  Ninth 
Annual  Empowerment  Conference 
was  held  Friday,  April  21. 

Students  interested  in  being  a 
part  of  the  Women’s  College  or  who 
want  to  learn  more  about  activities 
can  contact  Dr.  Roya  Falahi,  direc- 
tor, at  280-2386  or  Pam  Condon, 
assistant  director,  at  280-2626.  The 
Women’s  College  is  located  in  J- 
1025  on  the  Main  Campus  and  is 
open  Monday  through  Friday  until 
4 p.m. 


UNITED  93  from  page 

not  of  survival  but  of  freedom;  he 
correctly  chose  unknown  actors  to 
play  the  passengers  and  terrorists. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  air 
traffic  controllers  and  FAA  work- 
ers— including  boss  Ben  Sliney — 
play  themselves,  putting  themselves 
through  the  torture  of  that  extremely 
fateful  day.  And  brilliantly,  I might 
add. 

Greengrass,  who  previously 
directed  and  shot  The  Bourne  Su- 
premacy with  handheld  cameras, 
uses  the  same  technique  here,  giv- 
ing the  documentary-style  look  and 
feel;  we  are  dropped  in  the  middle 


12  

of  the  aifline  cabinwith  the  passen- 
gers. 

I gripped  my  girlfriend’s  hand 
through  the  majority  of  the  Film, 
reliving  it  all  over  again,  constrict- 
ing the  blood  flow  to  her  fingers  like 
the  constriction  al  Qaeda  put  on  this 
country. 

Then  again,  the  life  returns  to 
the  extremities  of  democracy:  Un- 
tied 93  is  the  21st  century's 
Schindler's  List — brutal,  upfront, 
reverent  and  arty — a film  that  shows 
triumph  over  tragedy,  humanity 
over  oppression  and  brilliance 
above  all. 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

Samantha  Mosher,  prevention  educator  at  Guardian  Angel  Community  Services,  hangs  a T-shirt  as  part  of  the 
Clothesline  Project  on  the  bridge  on  April  21.  Each  shirt  represents  victims  of  domestic  violence. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Universal  Pictures 
Flight  93  passengers  attempt  to  retake  the  plane  from  the  hijackers  In 
United  93. 
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Food  TksHng^azaaFaFJJC  offers 
international  flavors  for  all  tastes 


The  JJC  Epicurean  Club  and 
ihe  Culinary  Arts  Catering  class, 
along  with  event  adviser  Fred 
Ferarra,  hosted  the  Multinational/ 
Multicultural  Food  Tasting  Bazaar 
on  Thursday,  April  20,  in  the  Main 
Campus  cafeteria.  The  event  fea- 
tured different  foods  from  various 
places  around  the  world  to  sample 
at  low  prices. 

For  only  $5,  attendees  got  to 
try  small  taster  samples  of  foods 
from  four  different  stations.  Each 
station  represented  a different  pan 
of  the  world  and  had  anywhere 
from  five  to  six  different  items  to 
sample. 

This  year,  the  different  sta- 
tions included  the  Pacific  Rim  Sta- 
tion, the  African  Station,  the 
Middle  East  Station  and  the 
American  Cajun  and  Creole  Cui- 
sines Station.  Along  with  the  vari- 
ous food  stations,  there  was  a bev- 
erage station  and  a chocolate  foun- 
tain for  dipping  various  items  into. 


such  as  cakes  or  marshmallows. 

The  12  to  15  students  involved 
in  the  event  are  part  of  either  the 
Epicurean  Club  or  the  Catering 
Class,  or  both.  They  chose  the  items 
and  made  the  food.  Ferarra  pro- 
vided the  students  with  the  menu 
and  theme  from  the  previous  Food 
Tasting  Bazaar  and  allowed  the  stu- 
dents to  pick  what  items  they 
wanted  to  make,  with  only  one 
stipulation — the  students  had  to 
choose  items  from  Asia  and  Africa. 

According  to  Ferarra,  one  of 
the  goals  of  this  event  was  to  let 
people  sample  some  authentic 
foods,,  not  Americanized,  for  a 
cheap  price. 

“It’s  a way  to  try  different 
foods  that  you  might  not  have  ex- 
perienced before  without  paying  too 
much,”  Ferarra  said. 

Some  of  the  foods  featured 
were  Ichigo  Daifuku,  which  is  Japa- 
nese sweet  cake  with  strawberry  and 
anko  filling;  Doro  Wat,  which'  is 
chicken  stew;  stuffed  Turkish  meat- 
balis;  Alligator  gumbo;  Kofta, 
which  are  spicy  Turkish  iamb  pat- 
ties on  a stick;  Cameroonian  Suya, 


which  is  a spicy  beef  kabob;  and 
blackened  Catfish  with  remolaude 
sauce.  . 

Ferarra  said  most  people 
would  just  be  disgusted  by  items 
like  alligator  because  it  is  not  a 
common  dish  in  America,  but  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  a 
common  dish.  This  event  allowed 
people  to  try  things  they  normally 
would  not  try. 

This  was  the  second  Food 
Tasting  Bazaar  in  JJC  history.  The 
Culinary  Arts  Department  decided 
to  try  it  again  because  the  first  one 
in  2002  was  very  successful.  This 
time,  it  was  created  as  a project 
for  some  of  the  night  class  stu- 
dents, allowing  them  to  get  in- 
volved outside  of  class. 

Ferarra  noted  that  the  night 
class  students  do  not  get  as  many 
opportunities  to  get  involved  in 
school  projects  as  the  morning 
class  students.  Most  of  the  events 
for  all'  the  various  clubs  and 
-classes  at  JJC  take  place  during 
the  day. 

The  event  was  open  to  the 
public. 


Nicki  Blowers  brings 
spark  to  the  theater 
department  at  JJC 


STAFF  MEMBERS  WANTED 

Do  you  like  to  write,  edit,  take  photographs  or 
sell  ads?  if  so,  the  Blazer  might  be  able  to  use 
you  in  the  fall.  Contact  Bob  Marcink  at  (815) 
280-2607  to  inquire  about  staff  positions  for 
next  year! 


f writer 

The  JJC  Fine  Arts 
Department’s  theater  program  is  a 
place  of  music,  dance,  learning  and 
all-around  good  times.  An  integral, 
albeit  often  overlooked  aspect  of 
the  JJC  student  community,  the  the- 
ater department  and  those  working 
there  give  the  college  a unique  cul- 
ture. One  of  those  workers  is  Nicki 
Blowers,  technical  supervisor  and 
theater  manager. 

“There’s  no  better  place  to 
work  than  here,”  said  Blowers.  “I 
mean,  where  else  can  you  be  around 
music,  acting  and  great  kids  all  the 
time?  I can’t  see  myself  doing  any- 
thing else.” 

Blowers  has  been  a faculty 
member  at  JJC  for  2 1 years  and  the- 
ater manager  for  17.  She  sees  her 
work  as  her  life’s  calling.  After  es- 
chewing early  plans  to  attend  the 
pre-law  program  at  the  University 
of  St.  Francis,  she  dedicated  her- 
self fully  to  what  she  says  had  al- 
ways truly  interested  her,  theater. 

Blowers  then  came  to  JJC  to 
study  acting  and  later  moved  on  to 
Illinois  State  University,  where  she 
earned  her  degree  in  the  theater/ 
production  sequence. 

“My  parents  were  always  sup- 
portive of  me,  even  though  my  dad 
took  some  time  to  warm  up  to  it. 
He  once  called  me  ’a  glorified  car- 
penter,’” Blowers  said. 

She  would  later  go  on  to  com- 
plete a master’s  at  Roosevelt  Uni- 
versity. She  was  also  winner  of  the 


My  parents  were  always 
supportive  of  me,  even  though  my 
dad  took  some  time  to  warm  up  to 
it.”—  Nicki  Blowers 


Irene  Ryan  Award  for  acting. 

Along  with  being  the  technical 
supervisor  of  the  school’s  plays. 
Blowers  also  finds  time  to  direct. 
She  was  the  director  of  the  fall  play. 
Getting  Out , a production  that  ex- 
amines the  life  of  a woman  just  re- 
leased from  prison  and  her  attempts 
to  overcome  the  past. 

Also,  in  spring  of  2005,  Blow- 
ers directed  Twelve  Angry  Jurors , a 
play  examining  the  fairness  of  the 
American  court  system. 

Beyond  supervising  technical 
aspects  of  the  productions  and 
sometimes  directing,  Blowers  still 
finds  time  to  teach  a few  classes. 
This  semester,  she  is  instructing  In- 
troduction to  Theater,  Theater 
Practicum  and  Costumes. 

Although  heading  up  the  theater 
at  JJC  is  right  where  Blowers  wants 
to  be  for  now,  she  does  have  other 
aspirations. 

“I’d  like  to  maybe  open  a cof- 
fee shop  with  a performance  stage 
for  the  kids — it’s  them  I’d  miss,” 
Blowers  said.  “It’s  like  a family  here. 
My  student  worker  even  calls  me 
’mom.’" 

The  theater  department  has 
conducted  four  plays  this  year, 
Crimes  of  the  Heart,  Getting  Out, 
Bye-Bye  Birdie  and  most  recently 
Bent , which  is  set  during  the  holo- 
caust and  focuses  on  the  Nazi  op- 
pression of  the  gay  community. 


We  open  doors  in  hospitality. 

[.am  a Degree. 

Manage  your  Career. 
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gram  have  externships.  This  means 
that  they  go  to  a job  of  sorts  to  ap- 
ply what  they  have  learned  in  real 
life.  Some  examples  of  places 
where  the  sophomores  go  are  the 
zoo,  labs  and  veterinarian  offices. 

The  animals  in  the  program 
come  from  the  Animal  Control  of 
Joliet.  Every  semester,  the  program 


contacts  Andy  Ivanicky  from  Ani- 
mal Control  of  Joliet  and  asks  him 
to  hold  14  to  15  dogs  and  14  to  15 
cats.  These  dogs  and  cats  are  ani- 
mals that  would  normally  be  put 
down  due  to  medical  problems  and 
social  problems.  But  by  the  end  of 
each  semester,  these  animals  are 
ready  to  be  part  of  a family.  Accord- 
ing to  Keller,  these  animals  make 
good  pets  because  they  have  had 
people  working  with  them  for  three 


months  to  treat  the  problems. 

Keller  said  anyone  thinking  of 
joining  the  Veterinary  Medical  Tech- 
nology Program  needs  to  be  “more 
than  a compassionate  person  to- 
wards animals.”  Keller  recommends 
that  people  who  may  want  to  be  vet- 
erinary technologists  volunteer  at  a 
veterinarian's  office.  Dr.  Keller  said 
you  have  to  ask  yourself  at  the  end, 
“Does  it  live  up  to  (your)  expecta-  • 
tions?" 


S^LO 


Private,  accredited  college  tor  women. 

Bachelor's  and  Associate’s  degrees  in  Hospitality  Management 
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HOTEL/RESTAURANT  MANAGEMENT 
CULINARY  ARTS 
EVENT  PLANNING 
SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Convenient  West  loop  location  - steps  away  from  public  transportation! 

See  bow  you  can  jump-start  ym  career  in  the  nation's  fastest  growing  industry! 
Scholarships  and  Financial  Aid  available! 

Weekday,  evening  and  weekend  courses  available! 

Come  and  visit  us  today  for  yonr  free  gift!  Dai!  3I2-226-B294,  ext.  225! 

310  S.  Peoria  Street  . Chicago,  It  60607 
dagree@lajingtoncoilege.eda  ot  www.iexingtoncailege.erlu 


CONGRATULATIONS  2006 
GRADUATES  OF 
JOLIET  JUNIOR  COLLEGE 

The  Teacher  Quality  Enhancement  Partnership 
has  a present  for  youl 


At  least  TWO  full  one  year  scholarships  will  be  awarded  to  qualifying 
graduates  of  JJC,  entering  Secondary  Education  programs  in 
biology,  chemistry,  English,  or  mathematics  at 

Governors  State  University. 

Each  recipient  will  receive  a scholarship  for  full  tuition  and  fees  for 
the  2006-2007  academic  year. 

The  TQE  Partnership  Grant  is  funded  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Education. 

Scholarship  application  deadline:  June  1,  2006 

For  more  information  and  eligibility  criteria,  check  with  your 
advisor,  call  708.534.4587,  or  contact  c-hague@govst.edu. 
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Veterinary  Medical 
Technology  Program  a 
learning  experience 


Staff  writer 

In  a building  set  back  from  the 
main  walkway  into  C-building  is  the 
Veterinary  Medical  Technology 
Program  and  the  office  of  Dr.  R. 
Scott  Keller,  D.V.M.,  one  of  the 
advisers  of  the  program.  Many 
people  may  not  know  this,  but  the 
Veterinary  Medical  Technology 
Program  is  part  of  the  Agriculture 
Sciences  Department. 

Veterinary  Medical  Technol- 
ogy Program  started  on  Aug.  23, 
1999.  The  program  had  an  interest- 
ing start  in  that  it  was  first  held  in 
temporary  buildings  (the  green 
buildings  by  the  greenhouse  outside 
of  B building).  Keller  said  that  these 


much  to  become  veterinary  tech- 
nologists. 

JJC  decided  that  it  needed  a 
veterinary  medical  technology  pro- 
gram after  officials  learned  of  the 
demand  from  the  community,  espe- 
cially from  veterinarians,  said 
Keller.  Before  JJC  started  its  pro- 
gram, there  was  only  one  veterinary 
medical  technology  program  in  the 


ing  them.  Of  course,  they  also  get 
to  play  with  them.  The  only  down- 
side is  that  the  students  have  to 
come  to  the  campus  to  take  care  of 
the  animals  even  on  the  days  when 
there  are  no  classes. 

The  sophomores  of  the  pro- 

VET  continued  on 
page  10 
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state,  at  Parkland  College.  Because 
of  this,  only  36  people  were  gradu- 
ating as  veterinary  technologists 
each  year,  but  there  were  100  vet- 
. erinarians  graduating  each  year.  As 
Keller  said,  you  can’t  have  more 
doctors  than  nurses.  The  men  who 
helped  make  the  program  a reality 
at  JJC  were  J.D.  Ross,  president  of 
JJC;  Dr.  Jim  Ethridge,  department 
chair  of  Agriculture/Horticulture 
Department;  and  Dr.  Cecil  Ingmire, 
a local  veterinarian. 

Since  the  program  began,  200- 
250  people  apply  each  year,  but 
only  48  get  in  each  fall.  JJC’s  pro- 
gram is  the  only  on  in  the  state  that 
has  both  day  and  night  classes. 

The  students  in  the  department  ' 
do  a lot  of  things  in  the  program 
were  interesting  classes  because  the  each  day,  including  radiology, 
students  could  do  the  book  leam-  gery,  and  microscopic  work  and  of 
ing  on  campus,  but  had  to  go  to  dif-  course,  taking  care  of  the  animals, 

ferent  sites  to  get  the  hands-on  To  take  care  of  the  animals,  the  stu- 
leaming.  Keller  said  that  this  first  dents  do  things  such  as  cleaning 
class  has  a special  place  in  his  heart  cages,  feeding  the  animals  and  mak- 
because  the  students  put  up  with  so  ing  sure  they  have  water  and  walk- 


CsprlcorD 

When  you  lose  your  wallet  to- 
morrow, you  will  run  down  to  the 
nearest  street  comer  and  yell  cries 
of  disgust  and  anger  at  passers-by. 
Hey,  even  though  they  didn’t  take 
your  wallet,  it’s  still  fun  to  yell  at 
complete  strangers  when  something 
doesn’t  go  well! 

Ok,  this  may  sound  strange,  but 
don’t  wear  blue  next  Thursday.  We 
know,  it’s  totally  crazy,  but  don't 
even  think  about  wearing  that  color! 
When  the  day  comes,  you’ll  see 
what  we  mean. 

Pisces 

A dinosaur  will  follow  you 
home  today  (yeah,  we  thought  they 
were  extinct,  too).  Give  him  as 
much  dog  food  as  possible — maybe 
that  will  detour  him  from  eating 
your  face. 

iftrles 

Oh  yeah. ..about  your 
horoscope. . .we  uh. . .kind  of  forgot 
about  it.  You  see,  there  was  this  awe- 
some bike  that  we  saw  in  the  bike 
shop  and  we  just  had  to  have  it.  We 
spent  all  our  time  trying  to  drag  it 
out  of  the  store  and  we  completely 
forgot  about  your  horoscope.  Bel- 
I ter  luck  next  lime! 


-fsurus 

A gang  of  foxes  will  wander 
into  you  yard  and  steal  your  car. 
Apparently,  they  can  drive... and 
apparently  they  like  your  car  best. 
Chase  after  them  wielding  a slice 
of  cheese  as  a weapon. . .foxes  hate 
cheese. 


Qeintol 

Your  lucky  numbers  are  23,  1, 
89, 4 and  60.  Well,  that’s  it.  Whal’d 
you  expect?  We  don't  know  any- 
thing about  applying  these  numbers 
to  your  life.  What  can  you  do  with 
them?  Maybe  you  can  eat  them,  or 
take  them  to  the  park. 

Csncer 

You  will  plant  a tree  in  your 
backyard  tomorrow.  It  will  magi- 
cally sprout  roast  beef  sandwiches 
that  will  feed  your  entire  family. 
Good  luck  getting  them  out  of  the 
tree,  though. 

Sagittarius 

Go  to  your  nearest  scrapbook 
shop  and  buy  all  the  cheap  slickers 
they  have.  Use  them  to  make  a 
statue  of  the  president  and  send  it 
to  him  as  a gift.  If  he  doesn’t  like  it, 
don’t  feel  bad;  he  doesn’t  appreci- 
ate art  anyway.  You  can  always  get 
it  back  and  let  your  dog  chew  on  it. 
Swift  retribution'. 


Virgo 

Do  you  remember  that  deck  of 
cards  you  had  sitting  on  your 
dresser?  Well.... we  kinda  stole 
them  to  make  a card  castle  in  the 
middle  of  the  Blazer  office.  We  de- 
cided we  have  been  living  like  peas- 
ants for  far  too  long! 

Libra 

You  will  run  for  mayor  of  your 
town  in  the  next  election.  Sure,  you 
itave  zero  political  experience,  but 
your  town  is  mostly  populated  by 
rabbits,  so  it  really  doesn't  matter 
if  you  are  a horrible  politician. 

Scorpio 

Today  will  be  the  best  day  of 
your  life,  full  of  happiness  and 
joy... unless  you  have  unpaid  park- 
ing tickets,  taxes  due,  or  gonorrhea. 
Other  than  that,  have  a great  day! 


Leo 

Tomorrow  morning,  Chuck 
Norris  will  arrive  al  your  doorstep 
holding  a golden  goose.  Remember, 
fear  Chuck  Norris,  for  he  will  rip 
your  head  off  even  if  he’s 
bored... invite  him  in  and  give  him 
anything  he  desires.  Also,  do  not 
make  fun  of  his  golden  goose. ..fear 
Chuck  Norris. 
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Matt’s  Summer  2006  Movie  Preview 

Sizzling  action,  sequels  on  tap  for  summer 


imFflrHSB 

Enlerl 


ertainment  Writer 

This  year’s  summer  films  are 
going  to  be  explosive,  to  say  the 
least.  As  exciting  as  last  summer 
was  ( Star  Wars  ended;  Batman  Be- 
gins revitalized  the  franchise),  this 
year  may  be  even  better. 

The  summer  movie  season  gets 
an  early  start  on  May  5,  when  Mis- 
sion: Impossible  III  explodes  into 
theaters.  Yes,  couch-hopper  Tom 
Cruise  returns  as  Ethan  Hunt.  This 
time  around,  Alias  and  Lost  scribe 
J.J.  Abrams  wrote  and  directed. 
Abrams,  personally  selected  by 
Cruise  to  helm  this  addition  in  the 
Mission:  Impossible  franchise,  re- 
portedly has  said  he  wanted  to  bring 
character  development  into  the  fold, 
going  back  to  the  roots  of  the  TV 
show. 

Co-starring  in  die  film  are  Ving 
Rhames,  Keri  Russell,  Michelle 
Monaghan  and  recent  Best  Actor 
Oscar  winner  Phillip  Seymour 
Hoffman  as  the  villain.  The  trailer 
alone  is  worthy  of  attention.  And  if 
there  is  balance  of  character  and 
action  as  Abrams  promises,  both 
aspects  will  give  this  film  brains  and 
brawn. 

The  following  week,  Wolfgang 
Peterson's  Poseidon , a remake  of 
the  classic  disaster  film  The 
Poseidon  Adventure,  hits  theaters 
on  May  12  and  stars  Kurt  Russell, 
Josh  Lucas,  Richard  Dreyfuss  and 
Emmy  Rossum.  Again,  if  trailers 
were  only  movies — this  looks  to  be 
a blockbuster.  It  is  funny,  though, 
how  they’re  using  the  dud  known 
as  Troy  to  “help”  promote  the 
movie.  Still,  Russell  is  one  of  the 
most  underrated  actors  around,  and 
this  should  be  explosive  enough  to 
stay  afloat. 

The  week  after  Poseidon,  the 
summer  film  train  rolls  on  with  the 
highly  hyped  The  Da  Vinci  Code, 
based  on  the  insanely  best-selling 
novel  by  Dan  Brown.  Director  Ron 
Howard  and  actor  Tom  Hanks  re- 
unite to  bring  the  controversial  top- 
ics of  Jesus  Christ’s  possible  secret 
marriage  and  procreation.  Hanks 
headlines  the  film  with  support  from 
Audrey  Tautou,  Sir  Ian  McKellan, 
Alfred  Molina  and  Jean  Reno. 

At  the  end  of  May,  X-Men:  The 
Last  Stand,  the  third  installment  into 
the  mutant  franchise,  hits  theaters. 
Brett  Ratner  takes  over  the  reins 
from  Bryan  Singer,  who  left  to  do 
another  little  comic  book  movie 
(more  on  him  later).  X-Men  fans — 
and  comic  book  fans  in  general — 


Photo  courtesy  of  20th  Century  Fox 
Kelsey  Grammer  (right)  Joins  Hugh  Jaskmsra’s  Wolverine  as  Beast  in  X- 
Men:  The  Lest  Stand,  in  theaters  May  2S. 


were  up  in  arms  over  20th  Century 
Fox  choosing  Ratner,  who’s  best 
known  for  the  Rush  Hour  movies. 
Yes,  those  classic  Jackie  Chan- 
Chris  Tucker  buddy  cop  comedies. 

I admit  that  I’m  apprehensive  my- 
self. 

However,  there  are  two  saving 
graces:  1 ) The  trailers  are  so  well 
done  and  2)  Have  you  seen  how 
great  they  made  Beast  look?  The 
popular  blue,  furry  mutant  is  one  of 
many  added  characters  and  is  por- 
trayed by  none  other  than  Kelsey 
Grammer  aka  the  title  character 
from  the  TV  series  Fraiser.  Appar- 
ently, he  floored  Marvel  President 
Avi  Arad  during  his  audition.  De- 
spite my  hesitance,  on  May  26,  I’ll 
be  there  for  the  midnight  show;  this 
is  number  one  on  my  summer  mov- 
ies list. 

June’s  movies  are  comedies 
and  just  another,  smaller  comic 
book  movie  (yeah  right).  What  al- 
most was  the  last  Disney/Pixar  joint 
film  production.  Cars,  will  be  re- 
leased on  the  9th.  With  Disney  buy- 
ing the  CG  animation  studio,  expect 
more  cranked  out  over  the  coming 
years.  Cars,  however,  should  charm 
adults  and  kids  alike  with  the  voice 
talents  of  Owen  Wilson,  Paul 
Newman,  Bonnie  Hunt  and  even 
racing  legend  Richard  Petty. 

On  June  16,  the  follow-up  to 
the  cult  phenomenon  known  as  Na- 
poleon Dynamite  from  director 
Jared  Hess,  Nacho  Libre,  slams  into 
theaters.  Jack  Black  plays  a monk 
who,  in  order  to  save  the  orphan- 
age connected  to  the  monastery, 
starts  wrestling  as  a luchador,  or 
Mexican  pro  wrestler.  While  I can’t 
stand  Jack  Black  and  fell  into  the 
hype  of  Napoleon  and  damn  near 
hated  it,  Nacho  Libre  looks  to  be 
entertaining,  thanks  to  the  humor- 
ous trailer  and  to  Jack  Black  im- 


pressing me  in  King  Kong. 

It  is  on  June  30  that  history  will 
happen,  in  terms  of  all-time  box 
office.  Director  Bryan  Singer,  who 
I said  left  the  X-Men  franchise,  went 
to  Warner  Bros,  to  do  Superman 
Returns.  Potentially  one  of  the  big- 
gest films  of  all  time.  Superman 
Returns  tells  of  the  Man  of  Steel 
returning  after  a long  absence  from 
Earth.  Relative  newcomer  Brandon 
Routh,  in  what  will  be  a star-mak- 
ing turn,  dons  the  famous  blue  and 
red  tights,  while  Kate  Bosworth  is 
Lois  Lane  and  Kevin  Spacey  re- 
unites with  Singer  (from  The  Usual 
Suspects)  to  play  Lex  Luthor.  Not 
excited  about  this  film?  Call  your 
doctor — there’s  something  wrong 


Photo  courtesy  of  Warner  Bros. 
Brandon  Royih  Is  the  Mara  of  Steel 
in  Superman  Returns. 


with  you. 

The  July  4 weekend  is  a prime 
spot  for  summer  movies.  This  year, 
on  July  7,  the  coveted  spot  goes  to 
another  likely  blockbuster;  Pirates 
of  the  Caribbean:  Dead  Man's 
Chest.  A sequel  to  the  $300  million 
dollar  spectacle  from  a few  years 
ago.  Dead  Man's  Chest  reunites 
Orlando  Bloom  and  Keira 
Knightley,  with  Johnny  Depp  as 
Captain  Jack  Sparrow — the  role 
that  got  him  his  first  Oscar  nomina- 
tion. This  time  around.  Sparrow 
owes  a blood  debt  to  sea  devil 
Davey  Jones  (Bill  Nighy).  While 
some  people  said  the  first  movie 
was  a little  long  and  that  Johnny 
Depp  channeling  Keith  Richards  for 
a second  time  may  go  stale,  the  box 
office  numbers  will  speak  for  them- 
selves. I looked  forward  to — and 
absolutely  loved — the  first  and 
can’t  wait  for  part  two. 

Later  in  the  month,  Michael 
Mann  brings  his  own  hit  ‘80s  TV 
show  to  the  big  screen.  Yes, 
Crockett  and  Tubbs  cruise  into  the- 
aters with  Miami  Vice.  Okay,  here’s 
the  good  news  and.  the  bad  news. 
Good  news:  Colin  Farrell  and  Jamie 
Foxx  step  into  the  roles  made  fa- 
mous by  Don  Johnson  and  Phillip 
Michael  Thomas,  and  Mann  has 
taken  a lot — if  not  all — of  the  ‘80s 
out  of  the  show  and  infused  current 
trends.  Bad  news:  does  anybody 
really  want  to  see  this?  I admit,  I 
think  Farrell  is  a good  actor,  but  I’m 
not  really  feeling  this  one.  The 
trailer  is  well  done,  though.  Maybe 
I’ll  take  a look-see. 

In  August,  Will  Ferrell  sets  his 
satirical  sights  on  another  unique 
area  of  interest:  NASCAR. 
Talladega  Nights:  The  Ballad  of 
Ricky  Bobby  reunites  Ferrell  with 
Adam  McKay,  who  directed  the  hi- 
larious Anchorman,  to  bring  the  rac- 
ing sport  to  the  comedic  forefront. 
The  trailer  is  hilarious,  and  I can’t 


wait  for  August  4. 

On  August  11,  Oliver  Stone’s 
9/11  movie,  World  Trade  Center, 
opens  one  month  before  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  the  most  tragic  at- 
tacks in  modem  American  history. 
Centered  on  Ground  Zero,  WTC  is 
about  Port  Authority  officers  who 
are  some  of  the  first  responders  to 
the  attacks  on  the  Twin  Towers. 
Nicolas  Cage,  Michael  Pena,  Maria 
Bello  and  Maggie  Gyllenhaai  head- 
line the  cast.  The  success  of  this  film 
will  be  partially  determined  how 
well  the  recently  released  United  93 
does.  Too  soon?  Only  time  will  tell. 

On  August  18,  film  fanboys 
and  buffs  have  this  date  marked: 
Kevin  Smith  returns  to  his  roots 
with  Clerks  II.  Smith,  pal  Jason 
Mewes,  Brian  O’Halloran  and  Jeff 
Anderson  return  for  the  sequel,  with 
Rosario  Dawson  joining  and  ap- 
pearances by  Smith  regulars  Jason 
Lee  and  Ben  Affleck. 

Then,  the  winner  for  “Most 
Straightforward  Movie,  Title”  goes 
to. . . Snakes  on  a Plane.  Need  I say 
more?  Here’s  the  plot:  see  the  title. 
Samuel  L.  Jackson  and  Julianna 
Margulies  star  in  this  one-hell-of- 
a-ride  summer  popcorn  movie  that 
wraps  up  a sizzling  hot  summer  that 
can  only  be  described  as  cinema. 
Just  apply  the  FPF  (Film  Protection 
Factor)  15. 


Powerful  ‘United  93’  is  gripping,  respectful 


Entertainment  Writer 

My  girlfriend  commented  to 
me  after  seeing  United  93  that  it 
only  seemed  like  a few  days  ago 
the  events  of  Sept.  II,  2001,  took 
place.  Indeed,  Paul  Greengrass’ 
harrowing,  yet  terrific  film  about 
the  lone  airliner  from  that- day  to 
not  reach  its  suspected  target  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  gives  the  feel- 
ing that  it’s  happening  right  in  front 
of  you.  We  all,  however,  know 
what  happens  in  the  end. 

Told  more  or  less  in  real-time. 
United  93  begins  with  Sept.  11, 
2001,  as  a bright  and  sunny  day 
across  the  nation.  The  hijackers  of 


Photo  courtesy  of  Universal  Pictures 

Peter  Hermann  Is  passenger  Jeremy  Q!!ek  in  director  Pau3  Greengrass’ 
United  93,  the  first  film  based  era  the  events  of  Sept  11. 


JNITED 


X X X X 

Rated  R (for  some  intense 
sequences  of  terror  and  violence) 
Starring:  J.  J.  Johnson,  Gary 
Commock,  Cheyenne  Jackson, 
Peter  Hermann,  Ben  Sliney 
Directed  bv:  Paul  Greengrass 
ning  time:  III  minutes 
) Mow  playing  in  local  theaters 


Tom  Hanks  and  Audrey  Tautou  s 
Code,  based  on  the  enormsus’y  popular  novel  by  Ban  Brown. 


United  Airlines  flight  93  pray  from 
the  Qur’an  and  prepare  in  a motel 
a for  the  day  of  terror. 

At  Newark  International  Air- 
| port,  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  busi- 
nessmen with  cell  ohones  attached 


to  their  ears,  vacationers  planning 
their  next  sightseeing  location  and 
family  members  reuniting  after  pro- 
longed periods  of  time  populate  the 
terminal.  The  terrorists  move 
through  the  terminal  with  cool  and 
tense  stealth;  watching  the  pre-9/1 1 
security  is  very  frightening. 

Following  a half  hour  on-lhe- 
tarmac  delay,  United  93  takes  to  the 
sky,  and  over  the  course  of  the  film, 
Greengrass’  brilliant  editors  cut  be- 
tween air  commission  centers,  the 
Federal  Aviation  Administration, 
the  Newark  air  traffic  control  tower 
and  back  to  the  plane. 

W'atching  United  93  is  very 
much  like  living  in  that  time:  What 
will  happen  next?  The  way  things 
are  played  out,  I sat  there  in  the  seat, 
heart  pounding,  just  about  cheering 


on  the  passengers  as  they  attempted 
to  storm  the  cockpit,  and  ulti- 
mately, take  back  the  plane.  Then, 
reality  sets  in,  and  we  know  how  it 
really  ends:  tragically.  Each  pas- 
senger perishes  as  the  plane 
crashes  in  a field  in  Allentown, 
Penn. 

However,  Greengrass  and  his 
writers  took  pains  to  respectfully 
tell  the  story  of  40  strangers  band- 
ing together  for  the  common  g 

See  UNITED  93  on  page  9] 
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k kk  Alright! 

k k Okay. 

*-  Blah. 

ZERO  STARS  *fart* 
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Wolves  Outfielder 
James  Heichert  dives 
for  a fiy  bail  In  the 
outfield  as  Shaun 
Thomas  looks  on 
during  a home  game 
this  season.  This 
photo,  taken  by  Biazer 
photographer  Michael 
OiNovo,  was  named 
best  overall  sports 
photo  by  visitors  to 
the  high  Octane  Sports 
Photos  website, 
www.highoctane 
sportsphotos.com. 

The  website  is  run  by 
DINovo  and  features 
photos  taken  of 
Wolves  athletes  in 
action.  DJNovo  has 
been  selected  by  the 
athletic  department  to 
I cover  all  photography 
needs  by  the 
department.  Most 
recently,  DINovo 
placed  second  In  the 
photography  category 
In  the  Illinois 
Community  College 
Journalism 
Association  Spring 
Conference  awards. 
Congratulations  to 
DINovo  for  taking  a 
great  shot. 

The  Wolves,  seen 
here,  are  ranked  fourth 
I In  the  nation  as  they 
approach  the  end  of 
their  regular  season. 
The  Region  IV 
Tournament  Is 
scheduled  to  take 
place  at  Waubonsee 
Community  College. 
The  winner  advances 
io  KaUono's. 


Cheerleaders  win  first 


4 


Lady  Wolves  look  towards  playoffs 

Team  cohesiveness  will  be  the  key 


Sports  Editor 


The  Lady  Wolves  will  most 


likely  be  seeded  second,  behind 

Currently  ranked  14th  in  the  College  of  DuPage.  The  Chaparrals 
nation  with  a 23-15  record,  the  Lady  are  ranked  seventh  in  the  nation. 
Wolves  softball  team  is 
poised  for  the  playoffs, 
but  they  know  stiff  com- 
petition exists. 

The  Region  IV  tour- 
nament will  be  held  at  the 
loiiet  Park  District.  Par- 
ticipating schools  are 
Joliet,  College  of 
DuPage,  Harper  College 
and  Rock  Valley  College 
from  the  N4C  confer- 
ence, along  with  several 
division  II  teams.  The 
tournament  will  begin 
May  5. 

“I  don’t  want  to  take 


M i 


Emily  Marino 


likes  the  fact  that 
her  team  is  able 
to  produce  be- 
cause of  a num- 
ber of  strong 
players. 

“What  is 
unique  about  us 
is  that  we  have 


any  game  for  granted,”  said  head  about  seven  players  that,  at  any 
coach  Emily  Marino.  “We  wili  take  given  time,  can  help  us  get  to  the 
it  one  game  at  a time  and  see  where  plate,”  she  said, 
it  takes  us."  Leading  the  way  for  the  Lady 


Wolves  this  season  with  the  bat  is 
Heather  Graefnitz.  Graefnilz,  a 
two-sport  standout  at  JJC,  is  carry- 
ing a .426  batting  average  into  the 
playoffs. 

Pitchers  Becky  Leffler  and 
Anna  Doskey  have  produced, 
throwing  the  ball  with  2.62  and 
4. 1 8 earned  run  averages,  respec- 
tively. 

"Our  pitching  rotation  of 
Becky,  Anna  and  Ashley  (Brown) 
has  been  great,"  said  Marino.  "We 
will  be  looking  to  get  Katie  (Trizna) 
some  pitches,  too.  The  combination 
of  them  will  be  needed  at  the  tour- 
nament. Our  pitchers  do  a nice  job. 
They  aren’t  overly  powerful,  but 
they  are  smart  and  our  defense 
backs  them  up." 

If  the  Lady  Wolves  win  the 
Region  IV  tournament,  they  will 
win  a trip  to  Rochester,  Minn,  to 
play  in  the  National  Tournament 
May  18-20. 


Region  IV  Leading  Pitchers 


Photo  by  Michael  OiNovo 
The  JJC  Cheerleading  Team,  seen  here  performing  a stunt  at  a Wolves 
basketball  game,  placed  first  a the  AmeriCheer  competition  held  April  2 at 
Navy  Pier  in  Chicago,  finishing  with  a score  ef  91  out  of  a possible  100. 
“This  is  the  first  year  JJC  competed  in  a sheer  competition  in  a Sot  of 
years,”  said  head  e©aeh  Tiffany  Minnfek.  Tm  very  excited  for  the  team 
and  think  that  this  will  help  to  get  us  ready  lor  next  year." 

Tryouts  for  next  years  team  will  be  heid  May  1.  from  12-4  pm  in  the  gym. 


Name 

1.  Jessica  Schueman 

2.  Jessie  Ale  si 

3 Came  McCoy 
4.  Jessica  Politsch 
5 Stephanie  Zunny 
II  Rerkv  L filer 
19 Anna  Doskey 


COllROF 

Kankakee 

Kankakee 

Oakton 

Illinois  Valley 

South  Suburban 

Joliet 

Joliet 


57  55  21 


66  153  40  17-2  1.22  gj|'; 

128  111  30  15-9  Til 

58  32  42  8-4  ' 1 

57  151  73  14-5  1 
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JJC  athletes  move  on  to  the  next  level 

The  Blazer  congratulates  the  following  athletes  on  their  achievements  at  JJC.  Not  pictured:  Don  Johnson,  offensive  lineman,  Concordia 
University  - St.  Paul  and  spring  sports  athletes  who  have  yet  to  make  a decision  on  their  futures. 


Jame!  Anderson 
Linebacker 

University  of  Missouri  - RoSia 


Matt  Caffey 
Running  Back 
Trinity  University 


Antonio  Davidson 
Defensive  Tackle 
Olivet  Nazarene  University 


Brett  Farmer 
Defensive  End 
St.  Xavier  University 


Heather  Graefmtz 
Forward 

University  of  Tampa 


Marvin  Hicks 
Linebacker 

Grand  Valley  State  University 


Stasey  LaBuhn 
Guard 

University  ©I  Colorado  - 
Colorado  Springs 


Erica  Le© 
Forward/Guard 
Undecided 


Larry  McGee  Laura  MM 

Center/Forward  Third  Base  / Outfieid 

Indiana  University  - Southeast  University  ©f  Dubuque 


Byron  Miles 
Linebacker 

Grand  Valley  State  University 


Nick  Morgan 
University  of  St.  Francis 


Steve  Oliver 
Defensive  Back 
University  of  Illinois 


Meagban  Price 
Forward 

Iowa  Wesleyan  University 


Shaun  Richardson 
Defensive  End 
Purdue  University 


WIiS  Stephenson  Lament  Thomas 

Forward  safety 

Oklahoma  Pan  Handle  State  University  of  Indianapolis 

University 


Misael  Vargas 
Forward 

University  of  St.  Francis 
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Sports  Briefs 


Cross-country  coming  to  JJC 

The  JJC  Athletic  Department  has  announced  the  addition  of  two  fall  sports.  Men's  and 
women's  cross  country  teams  will  the  current  sports  lineup  beginning  in  the  fall  of 
2006.  Cross- country  season  will  take*place  August  thru  October  2006,  with  practices 
starting  Aug  1.  For  more  information,  visit  the  athletics  website  at  www.jjc.edu/ 
athletics,  or  contact  head  coach  Rich  McCarthy  at  rimccart@jjc.edu. 


Cheerleading  Tryouts 

Tryouts  for  people  interested  in  becoming  a JJC  Cheerleader  will  be  held  on  May  7, 
from  12-4  p.m.  For  more  information  please  contact  the  Athletic  Office  at  280-2431. 


Golf  Outing 

The  JJC  baseball  team  is  hosting  a golf  outing  on  Friday,  July  21,  at  the  Carillon  Golf 
Club  in  Plainfield.  The  event  will  commence  at  1 p.m.  The  cost  to  participate,  if 
payment  is  received  by  July  7,  is  $100.  This  fee  includes  golfing,  a golf  cart,  unlimited 
range  balls,  lunch  and  dinner.  If  payment  is  received  after  July  7 the  cost  is  $125.  For 
more  information  contact  Mark  Smith  at  280-2562. 


Be  In  Demand. 
r Stay  In  Command. 


"/  would  definitely  encourage 
females  to  get  into  this  trade. 

There  is  good  money  to  be 
made  and  you  can't  beat  being 
outside  and  to  have  the  feel 
of  that  machine.  You  cant  beat 
that  power.  It's  beautiful." 

Yvette  Smodinos 
Operating  Engineers  Local  ISO 


Th@  TRCA  is  committed 
t©  increasing  skill  levels. 
You'll  receive  a high  degree 
©f  high  tech  education. 


* Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

» Earn-While-You-learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

* Increased  skill  levels. 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career? 

The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 
helps  you  to  take  command  of  your 
future  with  a career  in  the  local  union 
construction  trades  where  you  can  earn-while- 
you-learn. 


Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a 
lifetime  of  learning. 

Be  in  demand.  Stay  In  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades 

at  www.threerca.com. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 


www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 


Presented  m cooperation  with 


The  Alliance  That  Works. 
Together. 


(=LECET=) 
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RECORD  N4C  RANK 
36-18  10-6  4 

April  23.  - TYiton  College  5- 
14,  JJC  2-7 

JOLIET  - Minooka's  Joe  Stover 
had  a no-hitler  for  5 and  2/3 
innings  for  the  Wolves  in  Game  1. 
JJC  owned  a 2-0  lead  in  the  N4C 
game.  Stover  (6-4),  a freshman 
right-hander,  struck  out  8,  allowed 

1 hit  and  walked  6 in  6 innings. 
Shaun  Thomas  (RBI)  and  Brandon 
Howard  had  2 hits  in  the  opener. 
Bryan  Farrington  and  Justin  Grace 
contributed  RBI  doubles. 

In  Game  2,  the  Wolves  owned  a 6- 

2 lead.  Jim  Heichert  led  with  4- 
hits,  including  2 doubles,  and  2 
RBIs.  Howard  collected  3 hits. 
Anthony  Gonzalez  (RBI,  double) 
had  2 hits.  Farrington  doubled  and 
drove  in  2 runs. 

SOFTBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 
21-16  7-3  14 


April  13. -JJC  10-6,  Purdue 
Calumet  1-2 

JOLIET  - Winning  pitcher  Anna 
Doskey  allowed  just  5 hits  during 
the  opener,  and  Becky  Lefflcr 
matched  her  effort  in  Game  2. 
Doskey  struck  out  4.  Leffler  also 
fanned  4.  Laura  Mikl  singled  twice 
and  doubled  in  Game  1.  driving  in 
3 runs.  Melissa  Porter  had  2 hits 
and  an  RBI.  Ashley  Brown  and 
Porter  had  2 second-game  RBIs. 
Porter  added  2 hits  for  the  Wolves. 

TENNIS 

RECORD 

4-5 

April  15.  - JJC  6,  Illinois 
Valley  CC  3 - JJC  8, 

McHenry  Cty.  Col.  1 
The  Joliet  Junior  College  men's 
tennis  team  defeated  Illinois  Valley 
Community  College  by  a score  of 
6-3.  In  singles  play,  Charlie  Stapke 
won  #2  singles  by  a score  of  6-0, 
6-2.  Bias  Ennaji  took  #4  singles 
with  a 6-0,  7-6  victory  and  Cale 
Ripsch  defeated  his  opponent  in  115 
singles  with  a 6-4,  6-2  win. 


JJC  says  ‘Goodbye’ 


Sports  Editor 

Mike  Racchini,  JJC  athletics’ 
most  recognized  fan,  passed  away 
April  22.  He  will  be  remembered 
by  many  as  an  avid  and  loyal  JJC 
fan. 

He  was  honored  in  1 994  with 
a “Number  One  Fan”  plaque  and 
awarded  a first  place  medal  in 
Danville,  III.,  following  the  Wolves’ 
1994  Men’s  Basketball  National 
Championship  game  victory. 

The  JJC  Athletic  Department 


made  a monetary  donation  to  the 
Racchini  family  in  memory  of  the 
Mike. 

In  an  article  printed  in  the  April 
29  issue  of  The  Herald  News , 
former  JJC  Sports  Information  Di- 
rector Dave  Parker  recalled  memo- 
ries of  Racchini  and  traced 
Racchini's  Jove  for  JJC  sports  from 
1971,  when  A1  Racchini,  Mike's 
father,  coached  the  Wolves  hockey 
team. 

The  elder  Racchini  is  currently 
a counselor  at  JJC. 


Community  college  was 
the  right  choice  for  you. 


National-Louis  is  another. 
Here’s  why: 

tms  respected  by  employers  and  educators 
in  complete  in  as  little  as  13-24  months' 

• Most  classes  meet  one  night  a week 

• Classes  may  be  available  weekends  and  online 
More  lhan  S3  million  In  scholarships  awarded  annually 

« Nine  Phi  Theta  Kappa  scholarships  awarded  per 
academic  year  valued  up  to  SI  5,300  each 

• Financial  aid  available  lor  those  who  qualify 

• Peer  support  through  team  learning  with  cohort 
and  cluster  models 

Expanded  Weekend  College  classes 
coming  In  fan  to  North  Shore,  Chicago 
and  Lisle  campuses. 


Attend  a Transfer  Student 
Workshop  May  13th  at  our 
Lisle  campus! 

You’ll  learn  the  'Big  Career  Picture'  ol  today's  global  economy,  hiring  trends,  hot 
careers,  the  Importance  ot  a quality  education,  and  how  National-Louls  can  help 
you  succeed  In  the  career  ot  your  choice. 

A career  self-assessmenl  will  determine  which  National-Louis  undergraduate 
program  Is  right  lor  you: 


• Applied  Behavioral  Sciences 
» Elementary  Education 

► Management  Information  Syslems 

► Many  olhers 


► Health  Care  Leadership 

* Early  Childhood  Educailon 

• Business/Managemenl 


National-Louis 

University 

Five  Cltlcagoland  locations  and  online 
888.NLU.T0DAY  (658,8632) 


,\£ 

m 
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Former  JJC  standout  to  play  in  NFL 

New  Orleans  Saints  draft  Ninkovich  in  fifth  round 

Sports  E 


> Editor 

Rob  Ninkovich,  former  JJC 
defensive  lineman,  was  selected  by 
the  New  Orleans  Saints  in  the  fifth 
round  of  the  NFL  Draft  Sunday, 
April  29. 

This  is  the  second  year  in  a row 
that  former  JJC  football  players 
have  been  drafted  into 
the  NFL.  Last  year, 

Kelvin  Hayden  was 
selected  by  the  India- 
napolis Colts. 

Ninkovich  was  voted 
Purdue  University’s 
Most  Valuable  Player 
this  season,  and  was  an 
All-Big  Ten  second 
team  selection  by  the 
Big  Ten  coaches. 

"It’s  such  a great 
feeling  to  have  (the 
draft  process)  over 
with,”  said  Ninkovich. 

“I’m  ready  to  bring  a great  pass  rush 
to  New  Orleans.” 

During  the  phone  interview 
with  Ninkovich  the  afternoon  of  the 
draft,  cheers  and  a lot  of  noise  could 
be  heard  in  the  background.  There 
was  a party  at  his  parents’  home  in 
New  Lenox. 

“I’m  ecstatic!"  exclaimed  his 
mother,  Deborah.  “I’m  so  happy  for 
him  and  so  happy  all  of  his  hard 
work  has  paid  off.  I’m  just  really 
proud  of  him." 

She  said  she  has  always  sup- 
ported her  son’s-  goals. 

“Rob  started  playing  football  in 
the  third  grade  in  South  Holland  for 
the  South  Holland  Jets,"  said 


Rob  Ninkovich 


Deborah.  “He  said  he  was  going  to 
be  a professional  football  player.  1 
went  along  with  it,  thinking  ‘That’s 
what  all  little  boys  say,'  but  he  re- 
ally stuck  with  it  and  had  a goal  and 
focused  on  that  goal.  We  couldn’t 
be  more  proud  of  what  he  has 
done.” 

The  6-fool-3,  251 -pound 
Purdue  defensive 
end  is  slated  to 
play  outside  line- 
backer for  the 
Saints  and  will 
make  an  immedi- 
ate impact  on  spe- 
cial teams.  His  de- 
termination will 
be  something  to  be 
reckoned  with.  He 
recorded  the  high- 
est sack  number 
ever — 16 — for  a 
player  playing 
only  two  years  at 

Purdue. 

“I  really  have  to  thank  a lot  of 
people  who  helped  me  get  to  this 
point,"  said  Ninkovich.  "All  of  my 
coaches — Rob  Gliemi,  head  coach 
at  Lincoln- Way  Central,  and  Tom 
Minnick  and  Bob  MacDougall  at 
JJC — they  all  played  a big  part  in 
this.” 

JJC’s  head  coach  then,  the  re- 
tired MacDougall,  was  unavailable 
for  comment,  but  current  head 
coach  Minnick  spoke  on  the  great 
news.  Minnick  was  thequarterbakcs 
coach  on  the  2002  National  Cham- 
pionship team  at  JJC,  on  which 
Ninkovich  played. 

“He’s  a great  character  kid,” 


said  Minnick.  “He’s  a kid  that  never 
stops,  works  hard,  and  one  that  ev- 
ery coach  would  love  to  have  in  his 
program.” 

Everywhere  you  go,  one’s  char- 
acter matters.  According  to  his 
coaches,  Ninkovich  is  a well-spo- 
ken man  with  great  character.  As  he 
travels  through  various  chapters  in 
his  football  career,  those  he  leaves 
behind  find  themselves  as  proud  as 
can  be. 

“Having  players  go  into  the 
NFL  really  helps  a program,”  said 
Minnick.  “To  have  Kelvin  and  Rob 
go  in  consecutive  years  speaks  of 
not  only  the  character  and  ability  of 
these  players,  but  for  our  program 
as  well.  This  is  a big  deal,  and  we 
here  at  JJC  are  proud  of  Rob.  It 
doesn’t  surprise  us  that  he  has  got- 
ten to  this  level.  He  always  showed 
determination  in  everything  he  did 
here." 

As  the  city  of  New  Orleans  re- 
builds for  the  disaster  that  occurred 
last  fall,  the  New  Orleans  Saints  are 
rebuilding  as  well.  Sean  Payton  has 
taken  over  as  head  coach.  Drew 
Brees  was  singed  via  free  agency 
when  the  San  Diego  Chargers  chose 
not  to  re-sign  him. 

The  Saints  also  picked 
Heisman  trophy  winner  Reggie 
Bush  in  the  first  round  with  the  sec- 
ond pick. 

“I’ve  met  Drew  at  Purdue,” 
said  Ninkovich.  “He’s  a great  guy. 
I’m  also  looking  forward  to  meet- 
ing Reggie.” 

A lot  of  people  are  going  to 
look  forward  to  meeting  you , Rob. 
You’re  in  the  NFL  now! 


Editor 


Wolves  add  two  to  win  column 

Gibson  came  in  to  retire  the 
next  batter.  Then  the  runner  from 
second  advanced  to  third  on  a 
headfirst  slide,  setting  up  the  game- 
tying  run  with  2 out.  Gibson  got  the 
next  batter  to  ground  out  to  first, 
preserving  the  1-0  JJC  victory. 

In  the  second  game,  Qfferman 
continued  the  Wolves  pitching 
dominance  over  the  Hawks,  but  re- 
ceived help  early  in  the  game  from 
the  Wolves’  batters. 


On  a rainy  day  in  Joliet,  April 
29,  the  Wolves  (36-18, 10-6)  swept 
a double  header  with  William 
Rainey  Harper  College  by  the 
scores  of  1-0  and  3-0. 

Freshman  pitchers  Joe  Stover 
and  Mike  Offerman  combined  for 
18  strikeouts  in  the  performances, 
respectively,  and  allowed  only  3 hits 
on  the  day 
for  the  visit- 
ing Hawks. 

“I  felt 
good  out 
there,"  said 
Stover,  the 
pitcher  in 
game  one.  “I 
felt  our  team 
battled  really 
well,  and  our 
defense 
helped  me  by 


after  reaching  base  on  a bunt  in  the 
inning. 

Harper  had  a rally  of  their  own 
in  mind  in  the  top  of  the  seventh; 
but  they  were  unable  to  convert. 

On  the  mound,  looking  to  close 
out  the  game,  Stover  walked  the 
Hawks  lead-off  batter.  The  runner 
advanced  to  second  on  a bunt  by  the 
next  hitter.  With  one  on  and  no  out, 
head  coach  Wayne  King  Jr.  sent  as- 
sistant coach  Mark  Smith  to  the 


NJCAA  Division  III  rankings 


1.  Eastfteld  College 
Mesquite,  Texas 

2.  Gloucester  County  College 
Sewell,  N.J. 

3.  Ridgewater  College 
Wsllmar,  Minn. 

4.  Joliet  Junior  College 
Joliet,  111. 

5.  North  Arkansas  College 
Harrison,  Ark. 


making 
plays." 

In  game 
one,  Stover 
and  Harper  pitcher  Matt  Biedron 
dueled  in  what  was  a scoreless  game 
until  the  bottom  of  the  sixth  inning. 
Things  quickly  changed  after  that. 

With  two  outs  in  the  inning  and 
runners  on  first  and  second,  Biedron 
threw  a fastball  to  Wolves  hitter 
Shaun  Thomas.  Thomas  ripped  a 
double  into  left  field.  Bryan' 
Farrington  scored  the  run  from  sec- 
ond base,  giving  JJC  a 1-0  lead. 

Farrington  had  stolen  second 


6.  Erie  Community  College 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 

7.  CC  Allegheny  Cty.  Sot 
West  Mifflin,  Penn. 

8.  Suffolk  Cty.  CC 
Selden,  N.Y. 

9.  Tyler  Junior  College 
Tyler,  Texas 

10.  College  of  DuPage 
Glen  Ellyn,  111. 


mound. 

“Joe  gave  us  a real  good  game, 
but  I could  see  that  he  was  getting 
tired,”  said  King.  “(Brendan) 
Gibson  leads  the  nation  in  saves,  so 
we  felt  that  we  should  go  with  him 
to  finish  the  game.” 

Stover  was  okay  with  the  move. 

“1  still  felt  like  I had  some  more 
stuff,  but  I was  cool  with  Gibby  tak- 
ing over,”  said  Stover.  “It’s  all  about 
the  teamwork.” 


1U  f W ft... 

So  long,  farewell. 
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Editor 


It  has  been  a great  ride  as  sports  editor  of  the  Blazer  this  year.  I 
met  some  great  people  and  covered  some  great  games. 

I want  to  thank  the  entire  athletic  department  at  JJC  for  making 
our  jobs  easy.  Without  the  great  line  of  communication  we  had  with 
the  coaches,  staff  and  athletes  here,  we  could  not  do  our  job  to  the 
extent  that  we  did. 

Athletic  Director  Wayne  King  Jr.  has  assembled  one  of  the  great 
programs  in  junior  college  athletics.  This  year,  I learned  a lot  about  his 
program.  King  has  great  people  on  his  staff,  starting  with  the  athletics 
secretary,  Stephanie  Herman. 

Herman  always  had  an  answer  to  any  question  I had.  Her  efforts 
are  very,  much  appreciated.  She,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  helped 
me  get  important  statistics  and  other  information  necessary  for  the 
completion  of  stories. 

Next,  all  of  the  coaches  here  at  JJC  made  themselves  available  for 
interviews  following  games.  They  spoke  after  great  wins  and  tough 
losses.  Without  them,  it  would  be  hard  to  efficiently  do  our  jobs. 

I had  the  opportunity  to  cover  a hall  of  fame  football  coach  and 
his  team  in  his  last  year  of  coaching.  Bob  MacDougall  opened  my 
eyes  to  the  world  of  junior  college  football.  It  was  quite  a change  trans- 
forming from  an  air  traffic  controller  to  a sports  editor.  MacDougall 
helped  me  make  that  transition  a smooth  one,  as  football  was  the  first 
sport  I had  an  opportunity  to  cover  here.  The  now  retired  MacDougall 
was  the  first  person  I spoke  with  within  the  athletic  department.  I thank 
him  for  all  he  did  for  me  and  wish  him  the  best  in  his  future  endeavors. 

The  athletes  at  JJC  gave  us  something  to  write  about.  Without 
them  and  their  dedication  to  athletics  here,  we  wouldn't  have  anything 
to  put  in  the  paper.  After  the  victories  and  the  losses,  it  was  always  a 
pleasure  to  speak  with  these  athletes.  The  athletes  here  represented 
JJC  well,  not  only  locally,  but  also  as  far  away  as  Tennessee,  Iowa, 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin  in  competition  this  year. 

In  all,  20  JJC  athletes  are  moving  on  to  participate  in  collegiate 
athletics  at  four-year  institutions.  There  are  more  within  the  spring 
sports  of  baseball  and  softball  that  will  make  those  decisions  at  a later 
date.  I hope  they  all  prosper  at  the  next  level. 

Along  the  way  I met  some  people  who  became  part  of  the  sports 
staff  here  at  the  Blazer.  Adeyemi  Gdetunde,  Michael  Waninski  and 
Bobby  Wooten  contributed  stories  to  a sports  section  that  I believe  is 
the  greatest  the  Blazer  has  run.  This  is  because  of  their  hard  work  and 
dedication. 

Gdetunde’s  excellent  coverage  of  Lady  Wolves  volleyball  and 
men’s  basketball,  Woolen’s  dedicated  work  covering  Lady  Wolves 
basketball,  and  Waninski’s  work  covering  Wolves  baseball  all  played 
a big  part  in  this  year’s  success. 

Our  sports  photos,  in  my  opinion,  were  the  best  of  any  junior  col- 
lege newspaper  that  I have  seen.  Mike  DsNovo’s  dedication  and  great 
work  created  great  photos  for  our  readers. 

This  year  has  been  fun  for  me.  It  was  a pleasure  to  bring  the  best 
coverage  of  JJC  athletics  possible  to  the  entire  JJC  community.  I now 
move  on  to  Southern  Illinois  University-Carbondaie  to  continue  my 
pursuit  of  a degree  in  journalism.  I can  only  hope  I will  be  able  to 
meet  people  there  that  are  as  great  as  the  ones  here. 

Thank  you,  JJC  community,  for  making  my  year  here  a great  one. 


plate.  Gonzalez  ripped  a home  run 
just  over  the  right  field  fence  to  give 
JJC  a 2-0  lead  early. 

The  Wolves  added  another  run 
in  the  third  inning,  but  stranded 
three  runners  in  the  bottom  of  the 
sixth  when  they  were  looking  for  in- 
surance runs. 

The  Wolves  travel  to 
Waubonsee  Community  College 
May  1 1 - 1 4 to  play  in  the  Region  IV 
Tournament. 


Athletes  of  the  issue 

Charlie  Stapke 

Stapke,  a sophomore  from 
Highland,  ind.,  was  perfect  in 
three  matches  against 
Waubonsee  Community  College 
(8-3, S-Q),  Illinois  VaSiey 
Community  College  (6-0,8-2)  and 
McHenry  County  College  (6-0, 8-1) 
in  #2  singles,  April  12  and  15, 
helping  JJC  win  three  straight  to 
improve  to  4-4  on  the  season. 

Becky  Leffler 


Lefier  leads  the  Lady  Wolves 
pitching  staff  with  a 2.62  ERA  and 
10-3  record  this  season.  She 
ranks  among  the  best  pitchers  in 
Region  SV. 

“Becky  is  solid  and  she  is  a smart 
pitcher,"  said  head  coach  Emily 
Marino. 
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JJC  adds  new 
cross  country  team. 
Football  team  kicks  off  the 
season  3-0. 


Textbook  prices  aim  to  go 


By  Mary  Schultz 

FreeLoad  Press,  Inc.,  could  significantly 
change  your  college  experience. 

Operated  out  of  St.  Paul,  MN.,  FPI  was  started  in  2004 
by  a group  of  educators,  authors  and  executives 
looking  for  a way  to  ease  the  financial  burden  on 
college  students. 

FPI  offers  their  own  free  and  discounted  textbooks  containing 
advertisements  from  a number  of  companies  targeting  the  college 
demographic. 

By  selling  ad  space  in  their  publications,  FPI  is  able  to  offer 
“liberated”  textbooks  at  steeply  discounted  rates  for  paperback 
editions  or  for  free  as  e-books.  Current  advertisers  include  Culver’s, 
FedEx  Kinko’s,  Pure  Vida  Coffee  and  Total  Recall  Learning. 
According  to  ffeeloadpress.com,  the  advertisements  appear  in 
“natural  breaks  in  the  subject  matter.”  Examples  of  ads  for  possible 
advertisers  -show  full  page  color  ads  on  pages  facing  textbook 


content. 

Mike  Maier,  Joliet  Junior  College’s  bookstore  manager  since 
1987,  is  leery  of  FPI’s  controversial  practice. 

“I  understand  the  economics,”  he  said.  “Everyone  is  out  there 
trying  to  run  a business.  As  a student  and  a person,  I know  what 
I like.  I don’t  want  to  open  a textbook  and  feel  like  I’m  reading  a 
magazine.” 

Natalie  Castro,  a psychology  major  at  JJC,  disagrees.  “[FreeLoad 
Press]  would  make  my  life  so  much  easier!  I think  I could  ignore  the 
ads  if  I had  to,"  Jennifer  Aleksic,  a student  worker  in  the  psychology 
department  agrees  that  “it’s  a good  idea  on  premise." 

Colleges  and  universities  must  register  with  FPI  and  elect  to  use 
their  materials  as  official  texts  in  order  for  the  books  to  be  relevant 
for  student  use.  JJC  is  not  currently  registered  with  FPI.  Asked 
whether  he  thought  JJC  would  register  with  FPI  in  the  future,  Maier 
had  a mixed  reaction. 

“As  a retailer,  it’s  a great  way  to  get  your  product  out  there.  On 

See  TEXTBOOK,  page  5 
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BUYING  TEXTBOOKS  THE  TRADITIONAL  WAY:  A Joiiet  Junior  College  student  prepares  to  handover  her  credit  card  as  she  buys  a textbook  from  the  bookstore. 
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Opinion 


Why  buy  the  ‘COW’  when  ‘JJC’  is  free? 


It’s  the  year  2026  and  “The 
College  of  Will”  is  observing  the 
anniversary  of  its  name  change  20 
years  ago.  With  the  advantage  of 
hindsight,  it’s  time  to  explore  how 
much  the  fresh  name  benefited  the 
former  “Joliet  Junior  College”. 

Over  14,000  credit  students. 
Over  40  clubs.  Free  popcorn. 
Bridge  hangouts.  Sidewalk-chalked 
announcements.  Ultimate  Frisbee. 
Motivated  students.  Dedicated  staff. 
All  of  these  were  promising  aspects 
a college  stuffed  with  student  life 
and  learning.  This  is  what  defined 
JJC. 

In  a little  less  than  one  board 
meeting  20  years  ago  this  was  all  re- 
considered and  viewed  as  “junior.” 
A new  idea  to  amend  the  JJC  name 
and  force  future  alumni  to  become 
COW  graduates  was  proposed. 

It  wasn’t  enough  for  the  age-old 
name  to  be  considered  vintage  and 
special  to  the  institution. 

After  125  years  in  business, 
history  shows  that  JJC  is  still  the 
first  community  college  in  the 


editorial 

nation,  opening  its  doors  in  1901 
to  six  lonely  students.  JJC,  a wise 
first-step  to  higher  education. 
JUCO,  “your  community  college”. 
The  college’s  past  is  packed  with 
memories  that  unite  alumni,  credit 
and  non-credit  students  and  future 
graduates  to  an  institution  rich  with 
history-history  that  is  now  trapped 
on  a dusty  web-chronicle  under  a 
dusty  name  that  was  Joliet  Junior 
College.  Twenty  years  from  now 
blogs  and  sports  scores  will  be 
googled  under  “College  of  Will” 
or  “Joliet  Community  College”  or 
some  other  name  that  hasn’t  been 
proposed  yet.  < 

So,  lets  fast-forward  20  years 
from  now.  Alumni  are  venturing 
back  to  a changed  college  with  a 
newfangled  name.  Some  of  them 
think  of  themselves  as  alumni  of 
Joliet  Junior  College,  while  others 
think  of  themselves  as  COWs. 
Thinking  back,  did  the  money  spent  __ 


on  advertising  to  promote  the  new 
name  sacrifice  what  students  have 
always  appreciated  about  JJC— a 
good  higher  education  experience 
close  to  home  (for  most  of  us) 
and  bad  karaoke.  Never  mind  that 
the  money  could  have  been  spent 
for  refurbished  facilities,  cheaper 
tuition,  textbooks  or  more  clubs. 

Has  the  new  title  created  a fresh 
approach  in  attracting  more  students, 
nationwide  and  internationally? 
Or,  have  prospective  students  just 
decided  to  “moooove”  on  to  other 
institutions? 

Venturing  back  now  to  2006— the 
Board  of  Trustees  plans  to  survey 
the  community  about  the  possibility 
of  a name  change.  Hopefully,  we 
cdn  trust  the  community  to  keep 
the  “Joliet  Junior  College”  name. 
Otherwise  we  may  be  looking  for  a 
new  mascot . . . milk  anyone? 

Hopefully,  50  to  100  years  down 
the  road,  the  original  name  will 
not  be  lost  and  its  historical  roots 
will  still  be  widely  known  across 
academia. 
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It’s  not 
troubled 

With  a new  president  and 
another  school  year  beginning 
changes  are  in  store  for  Joliet 
Junior  College  once  again.  One 
thing  I was  glad  to  hear,  although 
I may  be  alone  on  this,  is  that 
things  will  be  different  on  the 
bridge. 

1 am  in  my  second  year  at 
JJC  and  since  1 have  been  here, 
the  bridge  has  housed  many 
aspects  of  student  and  faculty 
life.  Offices,  club  meetings,  TV, 
popcorn,  memorabilia,  displays, 
study  areas,  piano  and  those  little 
bits  of  free  walking  space  on  each 
side. 

The  myriad  activities  going  on 
at  any  one  time  make  it  difficult 
to  get  across  the  bridge  in  a timely 
manner.  How  many  times  have 
you  been  late  because  of  a traffic 
jam  on  the  bridge? 

It’s  easy  to  see  that  not 
everything  going  on  there 
is  conducive  to  an  efficient 
academic  setting.  I'm  not  anti- 
extracurriculars,  it's  not  even  the 
school-sponsered  club  meetings 
and  seminars  that  are  the  problem, 
those  are  just  the  types  of  things 
that  should  be  happening  at 
school. 

It’s  the  standing  around,  milling 
about  and  yelling  conversations 
over  the  blaring  TV  that  make  the 
bridge  unuseable  as  a way  to  get 
from  here  (anywhere  other  than 
J building)  to  there  (J  building). 
Quite  frankly,  when  I’m  walking 
to  class,  having  music  blaring 
and  20  people  yelling  is  not 


the  water  that’s 
. . . it’s  the  bridge 


Mary  Schultz 


what  I want  to  hear.  I'm  not 
discriminating  against  any  type 
of  music.  1 don’t  think  that  any 
music  channel-  BET,  MTV,  CMT 
or  otherwise  should  be  playing  in 
the  common  areas  of  a school. 

I’m  not  against  having  TVs 
in  school.  I’m  not  even  really 
against  having  TVs  on  the  bridge. 
What’s  on  the  TV  is  the  issue. 
Call  me  crazy  but  isn’t  this  a place 
of  learning?  I don’t  think  music 
videos  fit  in  an  academic  setting. 

I know  we  are  a community 
college  and  that  every  minute 
people  spend  in  this  buidling  is 
not  spent  in  class.  Students  need 
breaks  between  classes,  faculty 
and  staff  have  lunch  breaks  and 
I'm  all  for  having  a place  to  sit 
and  relax,  have  a conversation, 
and  yes,  maybe  even  watch  some 
TV.  Just  not  Chamillionaire  or 
Shakira’s  latest  dance  fest. 

There’s  a time  and  a place 
for  everything,  and  school  is  not 
the  time  or  place  for  mindless, 
blaring  music  videos. 


If  students  are  going  to  watch 
TV  at  school,  why  not  make  it 
something  informative?  Why 
not  have  a news  channel  like 
CNN  or  MSNBC,  or  the  History 
or  Discovery  channel  playing 
(quietly)  on  a TV  on  the  bridge,  or 
in  the  cafeteria,  or  where  ever,  so 
that  students  can  study,  talk  (once 
again,  quietly),  or  just  get  where 
they  need  to  go  without  having 
their  ears  assaulted  by  booming 
bass  and  “outside”  voices? 

This  is  just  one  of  the  reasons 
I was  so  glad  when  I heard  that 
Dr.  Eugenia  Proulx,  JJC’s  new 
president,  has  plans  to  change  the 
way  the  bridge  is  used.  Relocating 
the  TVs  on  the  bridge  and  even 
into  the  cafeteria  is  a huge  step 
and  hopefully  the  channel  issue 
will  be  dealt  with  as  well.  Proulx’s 
reasons  for  the  changes  on  the 
bridge  were  because  she  “just 
didn’t  feel  comfortable  walking 
through  [the  bridge],”  on  one  of 
her  tours  of  the  campus.  As  far 
as  making  up  for  the  lost  hang 
out  space  on  the  bridge,  Proulx's 
plans  look  promising.  “There  is  a 
space  outside  the  cafeteria  with 
tables  and  we  brought  back  the 
fountain  to  help  attract  students  to 
those  spaces." 

I’m  looking  forward  to 
walking  across  the  bridge  one 
day  soon.  Just  walking  to  class, 
not  pushing  through  groups  of 
people  spilling  into  the  walkway 
and  not  trying  to  save  my  hearing 
from  exorbitantly  loud  music  or 
conversation. 


Is  the  bridge 
used  efficiently? 


“No,  I don’t  think  it  is  used 
[efficiently]  they  should  put  in 
a study  place  . . . thoy  already 
have  the  cyber  cafe.  Maybe 
they  should  put  in  a small,  quick 
class.” 

-Gary  Oliver 


“Yeah,  there’s  a lot  of  activities.” 
-Kimberly  Meeley 


“Every  time  I go  down  there, 
there’s  some  kind  of  seminar 
going  on.  I think  it  should  be 
half  and  half.  There  should  be 
more  studying.” 

-Tony  Depratt 


“It  is  [used  efficiently] ...  it 
seems  like  events  are  pretty 
organized.” 

-Ally  Worf 


“It  should  be  our  space.  With 
everything  that  goes  on,  it’s 
impossible  to  do  our  work.” 
-Nick  Hubbs 
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Point-Counter-Point 


Think  the  fighting  over  Plan  B 
is  behind  us?  Better  have  a plan 
B. 

In  August,  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  finally 
accomplished  what  it  tried  to 
years  ago;  it  gained  approval  for 
the  distribution  of  the  Plan  B 
emergency  contraceptive.  Despite 
many  who  opposed  its  progress, 
woman  over  18  years-old  can 
now  access  the  “morning-after 
pill”  over-the-counter. 

Plan  B was  a contentious  three-year  effort 
supported  by  the  FDA  to  ease  access  of 
emergency  contraception.  Okayed  by  the  FDA, 
approved  by  an  advisory  panel  and  a scientists’ 
word  reassured  its  safety  to  young  women  but, 
as  always,  politics  intervened. 

In  swooped  the  politics  of  abortion  and  people 
saying  “No,  don’t  do  it."  It’s  about  promiscuity. 

In  swooped  the  religious  right.  Religious 
groups  and  religiously  motivated  conservatives 
believe  that  life  begins  before  conception,  while 
the  medical  community,  most  Americans  and 
even  most  religious  dogma  believe  that  life 
begins  at  conception. 

Even  the  most  devout  among  us  recite  church 
dogma  that  states  life  begins  at  conception,  not 
before  it.  Science’s  definition  of  conception 
is  when  the  zygote  implants  in  the  uterus.  Yet 
religious  groups  waste  a lot  of  time,  money, 
energy  and  political  capital  trying  to  restrict 
women’s  access  to  Plan  B.  The  drug  was  stalled 
for  years. 

Plan  B is  a synthetic  form  of  the  female 
progesterone;  the  same  is  used  in  decade- 
approved  birth-control  pills  and  is  considered  to 
be  among  the  safest  man  made  pharmaceuticals.  It  works  either  by  interrupting  ovulation, 
preventing  fertilization  of  the  egg  or  barring  a fertilized  egg  from  lodging  in  the  uterus. 
In  my  mind,  what's  really  at  stake  here  is  credibility. 

Some  believe  Plan  B is  unsafe.  There’s  no  reliable  medical  information  to  prove  that 
claim  has  merit.  Some  say  it  increases  teen  sex.  There's  no  reliable  data  to  prove  that 
claim,  either.  A 2005  study  reported  in  the  journal  Obstetrics  & Gynecology  found  no 
link  between  the  availability  of  the  moming-after  pill  and  sexual  activity  among  teens. 
Nor  did  it  find  the  drug  to  be  unsafe  for  younger  women.  This  compromise  decision  is 
a partial  victory  for  women’s  advocacy  groups  which  say  eliminating  the  restriction  of 
Plan  B could  cut  the  nation’s  three  million  annual  unplanned  pregnancies  in  half. 

There  is  new  data  emerging  that  suggests  that  abstinence-only  education,  which  urges 
chastity,  leads  to  a higher  incidence  of  teen  pregnancy.  Why  aren't  these  groups  lobbying 
against  abstinence-only  education? 

The  reason  the  fight  doesn’t  stop  here  is  because  proponents  of  unrestricted  access  still 
want  girls,  17  and  younger,  to  be  able  to  buy  Plan  B over-the-counter  without  first  seeing 
a doctor.  Planned  Parenthood  notes  that  other  countries  allow  emergency  contraceptives 
to  be  sold  without  a prescription  and  without  age  restrictions.  Some  of  America’s  own 
states  were  ahead  of  the  nation  on  this  issue. 

There  are  nine  states  not  controlled  by  the  religious  right  that  already  allow  access 
by  women  of  all  ages  to  Plan  B without  a prescription.  Plan  B is  ironically  a symbol  of 
how  the  United  States  has  become  a lagging,  not  leading,  indicator  in  worldwide  access 
to  birth  control,  perhaps  since  religious  zealots  lost  this  fight  is  a sign  of  a turnaround. 
Maybe  the  religious-ruling  era  is  fading  and  America  can  look  forward  to  an  era  of 
cultural  leadership  once  more. 


Plan  B is  designed  to  be 
taken  within  72  hours  of  sexual 
intercourse  where  contraception 
has  not  been  used  or  has  failed. 
Gotoplanb.com  states  that  the 
two-pill  regimen  “prevents  a 
pregnancy."  (emphasis  is  theirs). 
The  website  also  states  that  Plan 
B is  89%  effective. 

“Pregnancy”  is  defined  by 
the  American  Heritage  Medical 
Dictionary  as  “the  condition 
of  a woman. ..from  conception  to  birth.” 
Conception  is  defined  as  “fertilization; 
inception  of  pregnancy"  by  the  same  source. 

Within  24  hours  of  fertilization — which  is 
when  a sperm  enters  an  egg  and  full  genetic 
make-up  is  established — rapid  cell  division 
takes  place  as  the  embryo  travels  through 
the  fallopian  tube  to  the  uterus.  Within  three 
days,  the  embryo  implants  to  the  uterine  wall. 
This  means  that  when  Plan  B is  to  be  used,  an 
embryo  with  a complete  set  of  chromosomes 
and  a determined  sex  exists  and  is  implanting 
to  the  uterus. 

According  to  the  website,  Plan  B is  not  an 
abortion  pill.  “It  prevents  pregnancy  mainly 
by  stopping  the  release  of  an  egg  from  the 
ovary,  and  may  also  prevent  the  fertilization  of 
an  egg.  Plan  B may  also  work  by  preventing 
it  from  attaching  to  the  uterus.” 

Pkrti  B cannot  prevent  the  release  of  an  egg 
if  ovulation  has  already  occurred.  If  ovulation 
has  not  occurred,  you're  not  going  to  get 
pregnant,  so  the  “main”  prevention  method 
is  illegitimate.  The  website  loosely  defines 
“pregnancy"  as  a fertilized  egg  attached  to 
the  uterus.  This,  as  the  medical  definitions 
show,  is  not  accurate.  As  proven  by  the  definitions  given.  Plan  B does  not  reliably 
prevent  pregnancy.  Unless,  of  course,  you  are  willing  to  deny  a medical  definition  of 
“pregnancy.” 

My  argument  against  using  Plan  B is  not  one  based  on  the  morality  of  choosing  to  end 
a pregnancy,  but  the  principals  of  honesty  and  moral  integrity.  The  vague  misinformation 
from  the  Plan  B website  is  enough  to  seriously  question  the  “second  chance”  it  promises. 
By  painting  a rosy  picture  of  Plan  B as  a reliable  savior  from  an  accident  or  indiscretion 
and  glossing  over  the  facts,  they  attempt  to  lure  women  to  take  a drug  that  may  or  may 
not  be  effective.  Regardless  of  what  the  drug  docs,  Plan  B’s  neglect  of  the  facts  shows 
a disregard  for  women  as  patients  and  individuals-  capable  of  making  the  decision  of 
what  we  do  with  our  bodies. 

Scientific  evidence  shows  that  life  begins  at  fertilization,  no  matter  what  you  believe 
about  personhood.  If  the  makers  of  the  Plan  B website  wanted  women  to  know  what 
they  were  doing  when  they  took  Plan  B,  they  would  give  us  the  same  information  a 
medical  dictionary  does.  It  is  much  more  profitable  for  them  to  keep  consumers  in  the 
dark  about  exactly  what  is  going  on  in  our  bodies,  because  if  we  knew  exactly  what  was 
happening,  sales  could  decrease. 

How  you  get  in  to  the  situation  of  an  unplanned  pregnancy  is  not  the  point  here.  I am 
not  waging  a war  on  promiscuity  or  preaching  the  virtues  of  virginity.  My  point  is  that 
women  must  take  responsibility  for  their  own  health  and  educate  themselves  as  best 
they  can. 

We  have  to  deal  with  enough  fast  talking  from  men  to  begin  with,  don’t  we?  Don’t 
take  a drug  because  of  a cheesy  pick  up  line.  Educate  yourself,  determine  your  moral 
standpoint,  and  then  make  your  decision. 


A second  glance  at  Plan  B 


“In  swooped 
the  politics  of 
abortion ...  In 
swooped  the 
religious  right.’ 


Photo  courtesy  of  CNN.  cum 
SECOND  CHANCE:  The  plan  B emergency  contraceptive  might  hit  the  shelves  a 
early  as  November. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


What  were  you 
doing  two 
years  ago? 

What  were  you  doing  two 
years  ago?  I ask  this  question 
because  a little  over  two  years 
ago,  college  was  not  in  the  plans 
I had  so  perfectly  laid  out  for 
myself.  JJC  was  nowhere  on  my 
radar  screen.  Now  I find  myself 
attending  my  last  semester  at 
Joliet  Junior  College,  finally 
completing  that  Associate’s 
degree.  After  completing  my  time 
here,  I am  scheduled  to  attend  the 
University  of  Saint  Francis  as  an 
undergraduate  in  January  ’07.  I 
didn’t  even  know  where  USF  was 
two  years  ago,  now  I will  be  a 
student  there: 

What  an  unbelievable  roller 
coaster  ride  these  two  years  have 
been! 


It  all  started  when  the 
international  computer 

conglomerate  I worked  for  decided 
it  didn’t  need  some  of  its  highly 
skilled  technical  employees  any 
more  and  shed  us  from  the  payroll. 
You  know  that  stuff  they  teach  you 
on  the  first  floor  of  T Building?  I 
did  that.  Over  twenty-five  years 
in  the  electronics  trade  without  a 
degree  is  not  enough  in  today’s 
highly  competitive  marketplace. 
Not  wanting  to  go  through  another 
layoff  at  my  age,  I decided  to  make 
a significant  change  in  my  life 
and  enroll  in  college  to  become 
a teacher.  Will  it  work  out  in  the 
end?  I have  no  idea,  but  if  I don't 
give  it  a try.  I’ll  regret  it  for  the 
rest  of  my  life. 

There  will  be  some  things 
I’ll  miss  when  I.  leave  JJC  in 
December.  All  of  the  free  popcorn 


comes  to  mind.  Without  a doubt  I 
will  not  miss  climbing  four  flights 
of  stairs  in  J Building  twice  every 
morning,  nor  will  I miss  the  long 
distance  parking  lots.  However, 
I will  miss  all  the  extremely 
nice  people  I have  met  that  have 
made  my  enrollment  here  most 
enjoyable. 

JJC  should  be  proud  that  so 
many  of  its  students  are  so  friendly 
and  encouraging  to  their  fellow 
students,  especially  to  the  older 
ones  like  me.  The  faculty  at  JJC 
has  been  extremely  supportive 
in  assisting  me  in  attainting  my 
goal.  The  instructors  here  such  as 
Mrs.  Brattoli,  Mrs.  Geraci,  Mrs. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Cuvalo,  Mr.  Neill, 
Dr.  Sterling  and  Cliff  are  not  only 
world-class  instructors  but  great 
people  as  well.  JJC  has  been  very 


kind  to  me  and  1 will  never  forget 
what  I did  here  or  who  I’ve  met. 
By  no  means  were  the  last  two 
years  a cakewalk;  there  were 
challenges  in  every  class  I but  I 
think  I met  them  head  on. 

So  where  were  you  two 
years  ago?  Maybe  the  question 
shouldn’t  be  what  were  you  doing 
two.  years  ago,  but  what  will  you 
be  doing  two  years  from  now? 

Will  you  still  be  at  JJC  or  at 
another  college?  Will  you  be 
working  at  Disney  World  or 
deployed  to  Iraq? 

Think  about  it  for  a moment. 
Then  take  out  a piece  of  paper  and 
write  down  where  you  want  to  be 
in  two  years.  Save  it  and  see  how 
close  or  how  distant  that  place  is 
in  2008. 

-Paul  Weinert 


Letter  Policy 

The  Blazer  welcomes 
and  encourages 
participation  by  our 
readers.  Please  sign  and 
provide  a phone  number 
for  all  letters  so  we 
can  verify  authenticity. 
Letters  should  be  300 
words  or  fewer.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  edit 
for  space  and  content. 
You  may  send  your  letter 
through  interoffice  mail, 
regular  mail,  email  at 
blazermail@jjc.edu,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at 
the  Blazer  office  in  F- 
1009. 
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Don’t  call  us  COW 

JJC  board  contemplates  name  change 


By  Mary  Schultz 

“Your  name  is  very  special, 
it's  rich  with  history.  Joliet 
Junior  College  has  history," 
said  JJC  President  Dr.  Eugenia 
Proulx.  “History  that’s  precious 
to  hold  on  to.” 

At  a JJC  board  meeting  Aug. 
29,  during  a presentation  on 
marketing  and  public  relations, 
one  Proulx  said  is  “routine"  and 
"done  annually,"  trustee  David 
Cryer  suggested  changing  the 
name  of  the  college. 

"We  [were]  talking  about  the 
number  of  students  we  should 
be  attracting,  if  the  marketing 
is  working,”  said  Proulx. 
"That’s  what  a board  member 
is  supposed  to  do:  challenge 
staff  to  see  if  things  should 
be  different."  Challenged  the 
board  is  and  this  time  something 
may  come  of  it. 

After  105  years,  the  idea  to 
change  the  name  of  JJC  has  now 
up.  Proponents  of  the 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


IDENTITY  CRISIS:  Will  the  sun  set  on  ‘JJC’? 


name  change  have  many  points,  for  everybody.  It’s  about  what  the 
which  Proulx  recognizes.  “It’s  not  community  wants.”  Given  the 
just  a junior  college,  it’s  a college  number  of  nontraditional  students 


taking  classes  at  JJC,  taking 
out  the  “Junior"  is  sensible  to 
the  board.  JJC  doesn’t  serve  as 
just  a “starter  school,”  there  are 
many  students  that  don’t  go  on 
to  four  year  schools  after  getting 
their  degrees. 

The  issue  remains  of  what  to 
change  the  name  to  when  “Joliet 
Junior”  is  no  longer  an  option. 

New  potential  monikers 
range  from  “Joliet  Community 
College,”  to  “College  of  Will, 
which  raises  the  matter  of 
abbreviation  to  COW. 

Renaming  the  school  will  be 
a tricky  process. 

“We're  going  to  look  at  it  all 
a bit  differently,”  said  Proulx. 
“We're  going  to  take  a look  at 
our  external  community  to  ask 
some  perception  questions  about 
what  people  think  when  they 
hear  the  name  ‘JJC'.”  Without 
a final  decision,  Dr.  Proulx 
expects  headway  to  be  made  in 
the  next  year. 


Should  the  board  vote  to  change  J JC’s  name? 


“The  name  is  one 
of  those  easy  familiar 
names,  it’s  not  too 
flashy  or  anything, 
it's  just  ‘JJC’.  It 
should  stay  that  way 
otherwise  I’d  have  to 
buy  another  hoodie.” 
-Summer  Ferrara, 
Ad\'ertising 


“No!  It  is  kind  of 
like  Junior  High,  it 
makes  me  excited 
about  going  to  a real 
school  someday!” 
-Aurora  Bihler, 
Ftvnch/Spanish 


Photos  and  poll  done  by  Xavier  Duran 


“Not  that  my 
humble  opinion 
counts,  but  yeah,  sure, 
go  ahead  and  change 
it.  It’ll  give  it  a more 
prestigious  air." 

-Adam  E.  Lawrence 
English 


“I  think  that 
changing  one’s 
name  is  a sign  of 
insecurity.  Is  JJC 
insecure?” 

-Joe  Weber,  Photo 
Journalism 


“I  am  curious 
why  we  need  to 
change  our  name 
when  we  are  a 
junior  college 
j located  in  Joliet.” 
-Noelle  Matthews, 
Business 


ACADEMICYEAR  AREER  SERVICES  WELCOMES  JJC  STUDENTS  TO  THE  2006-07 

tHe  °f  f iCe  °f  ^ere  ore  numerous  resource, 

l t ~ % * Professional  Career  Counselors 

— o help  you  choose  a major,  find  a direction,  set  goals. 

- o assist  with  resumes,  cover  letters,  interviewing  skills. 

• Employer  Connections 

o Job  fairs  (Part-Time/ Seasonal,  Regional,  and  Nursing) 
o JJC's  online  job  posting  system  - CCJobNet.com 
o Student  On-Campus  Employment  opportunities 

'“”2;  25  CaiKSt*’1  ""  r»  «»  Irm.  JJC  .hi* 


Paper  or 
plastic? 

JJC  charges  into 
the  new  millenium 


By  Randal  Donley 

Next  fall  something  will 
be  different  when  students  step 
onto  campus  soil.  Students  will 
be  directing  themselves  into  the 
building  not  just  towards  free 
popcorn,  but  a new  system  that 
will  place  their  pixilated  faces 
onto  plastic. 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
Technology  Committee  has 
been  working  to  give  JJC  staff, 
faculty  and  students  photo 
identification  cards.  The  project 
has  been  labored  over  since  the 
’80s,  according  librarian  Gerald 
Anderson,  and  finally  received  a 
budget  of  $25,000  last  year. 

The  project  is  expected  to  be 
bid  on  this  fall  or  by  the  spring 
of ‘07. 

“There's  a large  focus  on  the 
costs  and  how  much  time  will  be 
invested,  but  we’ve  been  meeting 
with  various  companies  and 
third  parties  for  two  years  now,” 
said  Anderson.  The  $25,000  will 
fund  the  costs  of  the  hardware, 
software,  materials  and  staff  to 
manage  the  system.  Students 
might  have  to  pay  anywhere 
from  50  cents  to  $1.50  for  the 
cards,  but  nothing  is  concrete. 

According  to  Dr.  Alan 
Harderson,  Vice  President  of 
Student  Activities,  the  number 
of  units  and  their  placement  is 
yet  to  be  determined. 

The  identification  cards 
will  replace  the  current  paper 
ID  cards  students  print  out  at 
kiosks.  With  a photograph, 
two  CC  strips  (the  black  strip 
on  debit  and  credit  cards)  and 
a bar  code,  the  cards  will  offer 
many  uses.  The  two  debit-card- 
like  strips  will,  in  time,  allow 
students  to  store  money  on  their 
cards  to  use  in  the  bopkstore,  the 
cafeteria,  vending  machines,  and 
even  their  financial  aid  accounts. 
A barcode  will  make  checkout 
and  the  use  of  the  copy  machines 
in  the  library  more  efficient  as 
well. 

“[These  are]  some  of  the 
things  we  would  like  the  system 
to  do,”  said  Pete  Comanda, 
Chief  of  Campus  Police.  “From 
our  point-of-view,  it  makes  it 
easier  to  check  on  people.  But 
from  the  student  point-of-view, 
it’s  getting  them  to  buy  in  to  it, 
making  it  something  more  than 
just  a picture  on  it.” 

Comanda  comments  that  the 
new  ID  system  will  give  JJC  a 
“more  professional  presentation 
for  the  college.  Students  can 
finally  get  something  for  that  ID 
fee.” 

The  committee  has  searched 
for  additional  information  from 
other  colleges  and  institutions 
for  ideas.  In  Illinois,  70  percent 
of  community  colleges  have 
some  form  of  identification. 

“We  have  sought  student 
input  on  this,”  said  Comanda. 
“We  have  asked  the  student 
government  what  they  think  the 
card  should  do  and  how  it  should 
function.” 
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Criminal  justice  dept  undergoes  changes 


New  degree,  updated  course  prefix  in  the  works 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

This  year  Hilary  Buck  takes 
over  temporary  instructor  duties 
in  the  Criminal  Justice  program 
for  Frank  Alberico,  who  retired 
after  this  past  spring  sepiester  and 
believes  she  is  fitting  well  into  the 
program. 

“I’m  loving  it,”  Buck  said.  “It’s 
a challenge  but  it’s  something  I 
feel  passionate  about.” 

Buck  attended  JJC  in  the  '90s 
but  received  her  Bachelor’s  degree 
in  Criminal  Justice  from  Illinois 
State  University  and  her  Master’s 
in  Criminal  Justice  Science  from 
Chicago  State  University. 

Buck  has  ten  years  of  law 
enforcement  experience.  She  was 
a police  officer  and  detective  for 


eight  years.  Currently,  she  is  a 
sergeant  but  would  not  specify 
what  municipality  she  works  for. 

While  the  new  surroundings 
are  a challenge.  Buck  does  not 
feel  intimidated,  especially 
filling  the  shoes  of  Alberico  who 
spent  37  years  at  JJC.  “While  he 
made  important  contributions,  I 
feel  1 can  make  contributions  just 
as  significant,”  Buck  said.  "My 
style  is  different  but  I feel  I'm 
just  as  effective.” 

Criminal  Justice  Program 
Coordinator  Steve  Christiansen 
said  that  the  feedback  on  Buck 
has  been  positive.  “Most  think 
she’s  nice  and  doing  a good  job,” 
said  Christiansen. 

Although  Buck  may  still 


be  settling  into  her  new  he  said. 

responsibilities,  Christiansen  said  With  her  law  enforcement 
that  a third  nationwide  search  training.  Buck  brings  some  new 
for  candidates  will  take  place  ideas  to  the  department,  including 
in  Janurary.  Two  nationwide  crime  scene  investigation  and 

“ While  he  made  important  contribu- 
tions, I feel  I can  make  contributions 
just  as  significant.” 
-Hilary  Buck 

searches  were  conducted  last  advancements  of  technology  in 
spring  but  failed  to  yeild  a long-  the  law  enforcement  field.  “I’m 
term  pick.  “(Buck]  is  welcome  to  excited  about  the  program,”  she 
reapply  but  will  be  treated  equally  said.  “I’m  here  to  make  people 
like  everyone  else  who  applies,”  exceed  in  this  line  of  work.  I want 


to  bring  more  into  the  program.” 

Plans  like  these  are  already 
underway.  According  to 
Christiansen,  the  department  will 
get  one  common  prefix,  CRJ, 
instead  of  classes  split  between  the 
current  CJS  and  LENF  prefixes. 
Case  in  point,  the  Introduction  to 
Criminal  Justice  is  LENF. 

“This  is  being  done  to  make 
things  easier  to  understand,”  he 
said. 

Christiansen  also  said  that  the 
degrees  are  being  updated  in-sync 
with  a new  degree,  a Criminal 
Justice  Professional  degree  where 
students  receive  a criminal  justice 
degree  and  a transfer  degree. 

“Its  like  getting  two  degrees  for 
one,”  Christiansen  said. 


Police  Blotter 


The  Joliet  Junior  College 
police  department  made 
two  arrests  Friday,  Sept.  18, 
involving  the  theft  of  a laptop 
computer,  a blackberry  and  a 
cell  phone  from  a City  Center 
Campus  office  on  Aug.  15. 

Arrested  were  Anthony  A. 
Rose,  35,  and  Charlie  F.  Price, 
44,  both  of  Joliet. 

A group  of  City  Center  staff 
recognized  the  two  suspects 
walking  near  the  campus  after 
a flyer  with  their  surveillance 
video  photos  was  posted  and 
distributed.  JJC  police  located 
the  suspects  a few  blocks  from 
the  campus  and  took  both  into 
custody  with  help  from  Joliet 
Police  Department. 

Price  was  charged  with  theft 
and  released  on  bond. 

Rose,  who  is  currently  on 


parole,  was  charged  with  felony 
theft  and  attempted  obstruction 
of  justice  after  he  used  a false 
name  to  conceal  his  identity. 
Rose  was  detained  at  the  Will 
County  Jail  on  those  charges 
as  well  as  an  outstanding  theft 
warrant  from  JPD. 

JJC  Police  Chief  Pete 
Comanda  credits  the  alert  college 
employees  for  recognizing  the 
suspects  and  keeping  them 
under  observation  while  they 
notified  JJC  police.  Comanda 
also  praised  the  professional 
response  and  follow-up 
investigation  by  JJC  Police  staff 
that  led  to  the  arrests. 

Comanda  would  like  to 
remind  staff  and  students  to 
keep  valuable  items  secured  to 
help  eliminate  the  opportunity 
for  thefts  of  this  kind. 


Private,  accredited  college  for  women. 

Bachelor's  and  Associate's  degrees  in  Hospitality  Management 

CK. 

HOTEL/RESTAURANT  MANAGEMENT 
CULINARY  ARTS 
EVENT  PLANNING 
SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Convenient  West  Loop  location  - steps  away  from  public  transportation! 

See  how  you  can  jump-start  your  career  in  the  nation’s  fastest  growing  industry! 
Scholarships  and  Financial  Aid  available! 

Weekday,  evening  and  weekend  courses  available! 

Come  and  visit  us  today  for  your  free  gift!  Call  312-228-6234,  ext.  225! 

310  S.  Peoria  Street  • Chicago,  IL  60607 
degreeilexingtoncGtiege.edu  or  www.Sexingtoncotleg8.edu 


News  Briefs 


Community  service 
Opportunity 

Get  information  on 
how  you  can  help  from 
the  Holistic  Wellness 
Office  Sept.  20  on  the 
bridge  between  11  a .m. 
and  1 p.m. 

Fashion  forward 

The  third  annual 
Bridal  Expo  and  Fashion 
show  will  be  held  by  the 
Renaissance  Center  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  24  from 
12  p.m.  to  5 p.m.  Tickets 


are  $10  before  Sunday,  $12 
at  the  door.  Call  ext.  1404 
for  more  information. 

Brown  bag  lecture 
series 

Herbs,  Medicine  and 
Horticulture  presented  by 
Michael  Plavik,  adjunct 
faculty  member  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  26  in  J-2006  at  12:30 
p.m. 

Careers  with  disney 

The  Walt  Disney  College 
Program,  hosted  by  Career 


Services  on  Sept.  26  at  3 
p.m.  and  Sept.  27  at  5 p.m. 
in  T-1000.  Open  to  all 
students  currently  enrolled 
in  community  college  or 
university,  so  tell  your 
friends!  Call  ext.  2762  for 
more  information. 

JJC  artist  wins  state 
award 

Jason  Vote  was  selected  as 
winner  of  a $1 ,000  purchaase 
award  for  his  painting 
Invisible  out  of 700  entries  in 
the  2006  Annual  Collegiate 
Arts  Competition 


TEXTBOOK,  from  page  1 

a personal  note,  I don’t  want 
to  see  that.  Where  would  I and 
my  staff  be?”  Aleksic,  however, 
thinks  of  the  numbers  first. 

“$7Q  for  a book  for  16  weeks 
is  ridiculous  for  a student  to  have 
to  pay.” 

Students  may  register 
regardless  of  whether  their  school 
is  registered.  FPl’s  website  points 
out  that  some  of  their  texts  can 
be  used  as  supplements  to  other 


"I  applaud  their  efforts,”  says 
Maier.  “I’m  on  [the  students’] 
side,  but  I’m  also  on  the  inside 
and  I see  what’s  going  on.  I can 
only  speak  for  my  bookstore  and 
we  are  providing  a service  to  all 
of  you.  I’m  not  here  to  rip  you 
off.” 

At  JJC,  the  bookstore  staff 
does  not  choose  what  titles  to  use 
in  class,  said  Maier.  “That's  the 
biggest  misconception  about  the 


bookstore.  The  faculty  makes 
that  choice  and  I need  a memo 
from  the  department  chair  before 
1 can  order  anything.  Department 
chairs  and  administrators  need 
to  see  what  students  are  going 
through.” 

Castro  sums  up  what  may  be 
the  general  consensus  among 
students;  “If  it  will  save  me 
money,  I’m  all  for  it!” 


See  where  your  textbook  dollar  goes 
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New  president  brings  fresh  perspective,  ideas 


By  Randal  Donley 

As  the  seasons  change  on  the 
historic  brick  entrances  of  Joliet 
Junior  College,  a new  season 
has  begun  that  will  change  not 
only  campus  foliage,  but  also  the 
administration. 

Dr.  Eugenia  Proulx  filled  the 
vacated  seat  July  1 as  JJC’s  new 
president,  previously  held  by  J.D. 
Ross. 

Proulx,  of  Shorewood,  was 
chosen  over  four  other  finalists 
after  forums  and  discussions  were 
held  concerning  the  challenges 
and  opportunities  that  will  need 
to  be  addressed  in  the  next  five  to 
10  years  at  JJC. 

Proulx,  a self-proclaimed 
golfer,  bicyclist,  cross-country 


looking  good.  That  caught  my  eye 
...  I just  wish  they  would  take 
those  cigarette  buts  and  put  them 
where  they  belong,”  she  said  with 
a laugh. 

With  over  20  years  of 
experience,  Proulx  is  confident 
in  her  abilities  to  fill  J.D,  Ross' 
shoes.  “It’s  really  kind  of 
humbling  to  follow  someone  like 
J.D.,”  said  Proulx. 

Brian  Savage,  student 
representative  for  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  said  Proulx  is  “friendly” 
and  “professional.” 

“I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
working  with  Dr.  Proulx  since 
her  arrival  in  July,"  said  Savage. 
“I  think  she  is  a very  strong, 
leader  who  has  the  students’  and 


“When  I was  younger,  women  didn’t  have 
too  many  choices...!  saw  a lot  of  things 

that  I felt  could  be  dealt  with  diiferently” 

-Dr.  Eugenia  Proulx 


skier  and  Dirk  Pitt  fan,  took  an 
official  tour  of  the  campus  in 
June  with  her  husband,  Bill,  of 
33  years.  Speaking  favorably  of 

JJC’s  structure  and  history,  Proulx 
noticed  “ how  clean  the  buildings 
are.  They're  well-maintained 
and  worked  on  in  a lot  of  places 
that  are  hard  to  keep  clean.  The 
outside  of  the  campus  is  kept 


college’s  best  interests  in  mind. 
She  has  tremendous*  enthusiasm 
and  dedication  when  it  comes  to 
improving  the  college.  I think  she 
will  bring  JJC  to  the  next  level.” 
Already  making  headway  with 
recent  changes  on  the  bridge  and 
in  the  cafeteria,  Proulx  has  plenty 
of  ideas  and  objectives  to  spread 
around. 


“1  found  a lot  more  work  than 
I thought  there  was  to  do.  I think 
that  happens,  though,  when  you’re 
new,”  Proulx  said.  “That  is  one  of 
the  things  that  attracted  me  here, 
the  kinds  of  things  that  have  to  be 
done.  I think  1 can  help  based  on 
my  background.” 

Proulx  is  the  first  female  to 
officially  hold  a CEO  position  at 


JJC,  but  she  doesn’t  let  that  get  to 
her  head.  “It’s  not  the  gender.  It’s 
the  person.” 

Proulx  comes  to  JJC  after 
serving  six  years  as  president 
at  The  Community  College 
of  Baltimore  County.  With  a 
doctorate  in  higher  education 
from  the  State  University  of  New 
York,  Proulx  was  attracted  to  JJC 


because  of  its  size  and  multiple 
campuses,  quality  reputation, 
large  student  population  and  close 
proximity  to  a large  city. 

Proulx  has  years  of  teaching 
experience  under  her  belt  and 
chose  education  because  she 
wasn’t  satisfied  with  what  she  saw. 

See  PRESIDENT,  page  9 


JJC  student  goes  global 


By  Michelle  Bright 
and  Randal  Donley 

Keila  Harris,  a JJC  Honors 
student,  went  on  an  honorable  trip 
and  came  back  with  more  than  a 
t-shirt.  Instead,  she  returned  with 
an  entire  learning  experience. 

Home-schooled  until  her 
attendance  at  JJC,  Harris,  16, 
was  nominated  by  the  People  to 
People  Ambassador  program  last 
October  to  attend  a trip  to  New 
Zealand  and  Australia,  The  trip, 
which  lasted  from  June  28  to  July 
27,  2006,  cost  $6,000  per  student, 
including  airfare,  food,  room  and 
board  for  10  days  in  New  Zealand 
and  the  rest  in  Australia. 

The  ambassador  program  is 
nationally  renowned,  connected 
to  many  county  schools  in  Illinois 
and  made  up  of  students  with 
strong  academic  backgrounds 
from  various  schools,  said 
Harris. 

When  asked  how  she  became 
nominated  for  the  trip,  “they 
found  me.  They  said  it  was  either 
by  a teacher’s  recommendation, 
a former  student  member  [of  the 
program]  or  by  a list  of  academic 
excellence." 

Harris  experienced  mountain 
climbing,  riding  in  a Huka 
boat  during  the  winter,  petting 
kangaroos,  visiting  the  room 
where  the  Queen  of  England 
enacts  laws  and  much  more. 
Harris  also  resided  with  the 


WORLD  TRAVELER:  Keila 
Harris  poses  in  front  of  the  dra- 
matic New  Zealand  landscape  in 
the  summer  of  2006. 


natives  of  New  Zealand  which 
was  a cultural  experience  for 
her.  Harris’  dream  of  traveling  to 
another  country  became  a reality. 

“I  definitely  had  a lot  of  fun 
and  learned  a lot  about  different 
cultures,"  said  Harris.  “Why  they 
do  things  the  way  they  do." 

There  were  36  other  students 
from  Will  County  that  attended 
the  trip;  Harris  had  the  opportunity 
to  meet  with  other  students 
from  multiple  delegations  from 
Pennsylvania,  Idaho  and  North 
Carolina. 

“I  appreciate  America  more. 
As  frin  as  all  of  that  was,  in 
New  Zealand  everything  is 
very  expensive,”  said  Harris. 
“Australia  was  a lot  like  home, 
just  with  different  dialects.  But 
New  Zealand  was  a lot  more 
hands  on." 


UPS  helps  pay  for  my  education. 


Up  to  this  point,  I've  relied  on  my  parents  for  just  about  everything,  including  paying 
for  my  college  education.  I decided  it  was  time  to  take  responsibility  for  myself  and 
UPS  helped.  By  working  as  a Part-lime  Package  Handler,  I can  get  as  much  as  $23,000 
toward  my  college  expenses  and  tuition  with  the  Earn  and  team®  Program.  Who  knew 
making  good  decisions  would  be  so  easy? 

Part-Time  Package  Handlers 

• Earn  S8.S0  per  hour,  with  increases  ol  50C  after  90  days  and  S0C  after  one  year 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Paid  Vacations 

■ Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekends  6 Holidays  Off 

• Excellent  Benefits  (Medical/tife  6 401K) 

team  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  and  learn®  Program  and  Part-Time  Package  Handler 
opportunities  offered  through  Joliet  Junior  College  today!  Please  contact  Jose  Perez  at: 
708-670-4637  or  visit:  www.upsJobs.com/chicago  • Access  Code:  3306 


%n 


Get  as  much  as 

$23,000*  * 

in  College  Financial 
Assistance! 


is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
M/F/D/V- 

’Program  guidelines  apply 
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PHOTOS  STARTING  TOP 
LEFT  GOING  CLOCKWISE. 

(1)  Officer  Chris  Luttrell 
rides  the  new  campus  police 
AT  Vs. 

(2)  JJC  students  Carlos 
Gomez  (right)  and  Cho  Chung 
rock  climb  outside  during 
Welcome  Week. 

(3)  Anjali  Antani  sits  with 
her  dog  Isabel  as  she  talks 
to  a fellow  student  about 
an  upcoming  dogwash  at 
Mainstreet,  Sept.  14 

(4)  Chief  of  police,  Pete 
Comanda,  takes  a dive  into 
the  dunk  tank  during  Welcome 
Week,  Sept.  14. 

(5)  “Shamrock  Decorating” 
painter,  Terry  Stanfield, 
touches  up  the  entrance  to  the 
J-Building. 


Photo  by  Ranclal  Donley 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 
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PROFESSOR  SPOTLIGHT 


'say 

By  Erin  Engel 

Campaigning  for  the  coming 
November  elections  has  been 
going  on  since  spring.  With  the 
upcoming  primary  elections 
fast  approaching,  candidates  for 
each  party  are  campaigning  for 
positions  in  the  local  office. 

For  many  JJC  students,  this 
is  the  first  election  they  will  be 
voting  in.  “It’s  important  to  be 
a part  of  your  country  and  have 
a say  in  what  happens.  I mean 
you  can't  really  complain  if  you 
didn't  say  anything,"  said  Rachel 
Lettman,  1 8.  Jessica  Rocknowski, 
18,  agreed.  “It’s  the  right  thing 
to  do.  You  know,  to  voice  your 
opinion.” 

Some  students,  on  the  other 
hand,  choose  not  to  get  involved 
in  the  elections.  Jessica  Dumas, 
18,  said  that  she  is  not  registered. 
“1  probably  would  [vote]  if  anyone 
I liked  was  running,  because 
everyone  seems  to  be  running  for 
things  that  don’t  interest  me.” 

To  be  eligible  to  vote  students 
must  1 8 or  older  and  be  registered 
by  Sept.  20  or  27  days  prior  to 
Election  Day.  Anyone  who  is 
eligible  and  would  like  to  register 
can  do  so  via  the  County  Clerk's 
office,  located  at  302  N.  Chicago 
St.,  Joliet  or  by  phone  at  (815) 
740-4620. 

Students  can  also  register 
through  a Deputy  Registrar 
appointed  by  the  County  Clerk, 
or  at  a local  municipal  or 
township  office.  There  is  also 
an  online  application  available 
for  download  from  the  County 
Clerk’s  website. 

JJC  was  not  on  the  list  of 
locations  for  voting  booths  as  of 
July  30,  however,  there  are  many 
other  locations  close  by  that  will 
be  open  November  7.  The  County 
Clerk’s  website  has  a full  list  of 
voting  locations. 

BSU:  There  to  help 

By  Yvonne  Daniels 

The  Black  Student  Union  is  a 
club  set  up  to  give  black  students 
a voice  both  inside  and  outside  of 
JJC.  BSU  is  geared  to  help  students 
socially  and  educationally. 

BSU  kicked  off  this  year  with 
a little  food,  fun  and  games  on 
Aug.  3 1 , 2006  at  4 p.m.  to  recruit 
new  students. 

Darcel  Rockett,  BSU  advisor, 
has  been  in  office  for  six  months. 
“We  are  trying  to  keep  the  club 
going  with  new  students.  So  far, 
so  good,"  said  Rockett. 

Two  of  the  students  that  came  to 
the  BSU  meeting  were  Chantevia 
Weathersby  and  Porscha  Berry. 
Another  student,  Kimberly  Bell, 
a member  since  January,  2006 
said  that  “[BSU]  is  fun.  We  do  a 
lot  of  stuff  community-wise  and  a 
lot  of  community  service.  We  had 
a community  service  Easter  egg 
hunt  last  year.” 

BSU  is  always  open  to  new 
members.  Anyone  interested 
in  joining  the  club  can  attend. 
Meetings  are  held  on  the  bridge 
every  second  and  fourth  Tuesday 
of  the  month  at  1 1 a.m. 


By  Randal  Donley 

With  over  100  years  of 
history.  Joliet  Junior  College  has 
numerous  graduates  in  its  books. 
Some  of  those  graduates  find  their 
way  back  to  inspire  JJC  students 
by  teaching  and  even  managing 
vital  clubs. 

Seven  years  ago,  English 
professor  Stacey  Santoro-Murphy 
returned  to  JJC  to  teach.  She  is 
now  the  new  Honor’s  Program 
coordinator,  which  has  as  many 
as  70  students.  Murphy  looks 
forward  to  seeing  the  program 
grow. 

“It’s  a privilege  to  work  with 
a group  of  students  who  are 
motivated  and  think  seriously 
about  what  they  want  to  do,” 
says  Murphy.  “They’re  very 
goal  oriented  and  they  have  big 
dreams  and  1 want  to  help  them 
reach  those.” 

Murphy,  31,  received  her 


Stacey  Murphy 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 

ON  THE  JOB:  Stacey  Murphy  focuses  on  her  work  in  her  office. 


Associate’s  degree  at  JJC  in 
’95  after  transferring  from  a 
school  in  Germany.  Following 
her  Associate's  degree,  Murphy 
moved  on  to  Eastern  Illinois 


University  to  work  on  her 
Bachelors  and  Master’s  degrees. 

With  a full  schedule,  Murphy 
is  working  towards  a PhD  and 
appreciates  her  time  spent  with 


Pluto  demoted  to  ‘dwarf’  status 

Astronomy  department  updates  lesson 
plan,  programming  to  fit  the  new  changes 


By  Ty  Nelson 

Last  August  the  International 
Astronomical  Union,  a group 
comprised  of  25,000  astronomers 
from  75  countries,  ruled  that 
Pluto  was  no  longer  a planet,  but 
a “trans-Neptunian”  object  or 
“dwarf  planet.” 

The  new  definition  of  a planet 
states  that  a celestial  body  must 
be  in  orbit  around  the  sun,  have 
enough  gravity  to  make  it  round 
and  must  have  cleared  other 
objects  out  of  its  path,  while 
dwarf  planets,  like  Pluto,  only 
need  to  be  round. 


So  what  does  this  mean  for 
Joliet  Junior  College’s  Herbert  F. 
Trackman  Planetarium?  It  means 
a lot  of  work  for  Planetarium 
director  Art  Maurer. 

The  Planetarium  buys 
presentations  from  outside 
companies.  Since  this  leaves  them 
with  no  way  to  edit  out  Pluto,  the 
staff  may  have  to  produce  their 
own  programming.  According  to 
a recent  press  release  from  the  JJC 
Community  Relations  dept.,  this 
suits  Maurer  just  fine.  He  sees  it 
as  an  opportunity’s  to  create  niche 
educational  programs  that  reflect 


the  fact  that  not  only  Egyptians 
and  Greeks  used  the  stars,  but  so 
did  Native  Americans. 

“It’s  going  to  be  very  difficult 
because  writing  a show  like  this  is 
like  writing  a play,”  Maurer  said. 
“We  have  to  find  graphics  to  put 
together  that  will  run  on  a DOS 
computer.  It  won’t  be  easy,  but  it 
will  be  exciting.” 


For  more  information 
on  the  Trackman 
Planetarium  call 
(815)729-9020  ext.  6682 
(NOVA)  or  visit  www. 
JJC.edu/Planetarium. 


Thank  H >u  for  a Great  Fall  Rush  and 
Welcome  To  The  Fall  Semester! 

From  Your  Friends  At 
The  Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore! 


her  husband  Bob  of  eight  years 
and  their  6 year-old"  daughter. 
Nicole,  in  Frankfort. 

“I  think  for  students,  time 
management  is  key.  I have  a new 
empathy  for  students  who  work, 
go  to  school  and  have  family 
obligations,  especially  since  I’m  a 
returning  student,"  says  Murphy. 

Some  of  her  favorite  down 
time  is  spent  reading  books, 
taking  summer  vacations,  taking 
trail  rides  in  Jeeps,  attending 
road  rallies,  racing  cars  and  even 
reading  tarot  cards.  “I  keep  that 
pretty  low-key.  I’ve  done  it  since 
high  school,  I had  some  friends  that 
were  involved  with  metaphysical 
activities.”  says  Murphy.  After  a 
list  of  places  visited  like  France, 
Austria,  the  Netherlands  and  a 
few  U.S.  states,  Murphy’s  favorite 
has  been  St.  Lucia,  a quaint  island 
in  the  Caribbean  where  she  spent 
her  honeymoon. 


Latinos  Unidos 
hosts  Hispanic 
Heritage  week 

By  Ahlaam  Atiq 

The  student-run  Latinos 
Unidos’  mission  is  “to 
share  our  history,  culture, 
and  goals  with  one  another 
through  education  and 
leadership.”  This  week  they 
are  celebrating  Hispanic 
Heritage  Week,  from  Sept. 
18-22. 

Maribel  Ruiz,  adviser  of 
the  club  and  a financial  aid 
adviser  at  JJC,  says  one  of 
the  most  rewarding  aspects 
of  the  club  is  “watching  [the 
students]  grow  and  have 
fun.  They  host  the  events  by 
themselves  and  take  charge 
very  well.” 

Ruiz  is  excited  about  the 
number  of  fresh  faces  that 
have  showed  interest  this 
fall.  “The  emails  have  been 
coming  to  me,"  says  Ruiz. 
“We  had  an  open  house  which 
recruited  some  more.” 

The  club  has  meetings 
once  a week  and  it  is 
important  to  the  members  of 
the  club  that  the  attendance 
policy  is  respected. 

“I  like  being  a part  of  the 
student  life  here,”  says  Ruiz., 
“I  want  to  recruit  more  of 
that  student  population." 

Ruiz  also  welcomed  a 
new  co-adviser  to  the  club, 
Linda  Brodnicki,  who  is  also 
a financial  aid  adviser  at  JJC. 
Anyone  interested  in  joining 
Latinos  Unidos  can  contact 
Ruiz  at  ext.  2630. 


Randal  Donley  also  contributed 
to  this  article. 


CULTURALLY  INSPIRING: 
Adviser  Maribel  Ruiz  with  a club 
member  Nick  Purchase. 
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Entertainment 


Showtime  for  JJC  theater  department 


By  Kourtney  Drummond 

The  JJC  theater  department 
has  a great  lineup  for  the  fall 
and  spring  seasons  this  year. 
Students  and  faculty  can  expect 
an  array  of  productions  ranging 
from  comedy  to  musical  to 
drama.  "People  don't  realize 
how  much  the  theatre  department 
really  does,"  said  Nicki  Blowers, 
technical  supervisor  of  the  theatre 
department. 

All  the  productions  this  season 
follow  the  theme  of  crucial  life 
experiences  such  as  cancer, 
mortality,  unemployment, 

marriage,  widowhood,  mistaken 


identities  and  trials.  running  through  the  12,  the  drama  Sue  Malmberg,  will  be  performed 

Their  current  production,  “The  “Bus  Stop"  will  be  directed  by  March  1-4.  The  musical  is  about 

Shadow  Box”,  is  directed  by  Clay  Blowers.  It  takes  place  in  a small  a woman's  challenging  dilemmas 

Kirkland  and  written  by  Michael  town  diner  where  snowstorm-  and  continual  motivation  that 

Cristofer.  This  ^ - 

drama  follows  <<1-.  . s,  ..  , , ,, 

tee  terminally  People  don  t realize  how  much  the 

ill  cancer  patients  }J 

and  their  famines  theater  department  really  does. 

and  opens  on 

October  5.  -Nicki  Blowers 

Blowers  said 

that  auditions  for  comedy  of  mistaken 

the  production  were  “fantastic"  stranded  travelers  face  life-  identities, 
with  47  students  trying  out  for  the  changing  situations.  There  is  plenty  more  in  store 

17  roles  available.  “Marne,”  directed  by  Clay  from  this  busy  department. 

Opening  November  9 and  Kirkland  with  musical  direction  by  Volunteers  are  anticipated  and 


Keep  uei  gumg. 

Running  from 
April  19  through 
22,  “A  Comedy  of 
Errors,"  written  by 
William  Shakespeare 
and  directed  by  Zach 
Bloomfield  is  a wackv 


U. 

so  everyone  else  can  too. 


: US.  Cellular 

We  connect  with  you'. 


Anthony  Key 
Madison,  Wisconsin 
Motorola  RAZR  V3c 

Here's  how  I get  the  most 
out  of  U.S.  Cellular': 

• FREE  CALL  ME  Minutes  " 

• FREE  Incoming  Text  Messages 

• Unlimited  Mobile-to-Mobile  Calling 

• Ringtones  by  DefJam  Trackz 
(one  for  each  of  my  buds) 

• Games  like  DRIVER”:  VEGAS  (the  only 
thing  faster  than  my  skateboard) 


FREE  CAU.  ME  Minutes”  are  not  deducted  Irem  package  mrotej  and  are  avaot*  ati  when  rearing  caS  «i  ja»  local  OBng  area  Motmr-lo-MoWte  rate  apples  to  cafls  you  make  or  rear*  to  and  from  oner  US  CdUar  eucunen  n rxi  Mowe-to-Mo the  caring 
area  (sec  map  tor  dctaasi.  tawing  ntcator  cn  your  tfune  mus  tie  outer  Mobfe-to-Mooc  reles  to  Wi  JO-0  ay  Guarantee:  CuacmH  d npcnstt!  lor  tny  crorges  ncurod  prior  to  retem  AJ  other  lanm-arta  and  trand  names  mmocred  heron  are  the  eoSusm 
oroterty  d respectne  onnere.  There  are  adOteral  assaated  tfiarges  rented  to  dmnlcadng  erorein  cartent  croSxO.  su3i  as  DUVEfT  VEGAS.  Al  rraerwl  Other  rrcirctern  toft  See  store  tar  detail  02006  US.  Caltiv  Cafmtcn 


accepted  throughout  the  entire 
season  behind  the  stage,  selling 
tickets,  working  concessions,  or 
being  an  usher. 


Contact  Nicki 
Blowers  at  the  JJC 
main  campus  for 
more  information 
about  participating 
in  theater  via  email 
at  nblowers@jjc.edu 
or  at  her  office  at  K- 
1002. 


PRESIDENT  from  page  6 

"When  I wus  younger,  women 
didn't  have  too  many  choices;  it 
was  be  a nurse  or  be  a teacher. 
I saw  a lot  of  things  that  1 felt 
could  be  dealt  with  differently," 
explained  Proulx.  “1  realized  in 
the  classroom  1 couldn’t  make 
the  difference  that  1 wanted  to  . . 

I wanted  to  guide  people  to  do 
things  differently.  That  is  what 
has  been  fun  for  me,  that’s  why  I 
come  to  work." 

Proulx  is  enthusiastic  about 
the  influence  she  will  have  on  the 
campus.  She  has  already  done 
some  internal  reorganizing  of  a 
Few  programs  and  organizations, 
altered  the  space  on  the  bridge, 
brought  back  the  fountain  for 
students  to  enjoy  outside  by  the 
river  and  had  a television  put  in 
the  cafeteria. 

Proulx  plans  on  looking  at 
the  organizational  structure  of 
the  college  and  matching  it  to 
meet  the  students’  needs.  She 
sees  changes  and  updates  to  the 
campus  facilities  and  hopes  to 
raise  more  awareness  nationally 
about  the  college. 

“Wc  need  to  get  our  message 
out,"  Proulx  said.  “The  message 
is  that  wc  have  a good  college,  a 
large  population  . . . wc  don’t  tell 
the  message  beyond  the  border  of 
district  525,  and  wp  need  to  do 
that  a little  more." 

Settled  in  and  looking  forward 
to  her  future  with  JJC,  the  hardest 
part  for  Proulx  has  been  moving 
away  from  one  of  her  three 
daughters. 

“That  was  a hard  decision. 
We  keep  in  touch,  we  have 
webcam.  One  daughter  lives 
in  Texas,  works  for  Dell  and  is 
handy  technologically.  [She  is] 
always  sending  us  video  clips 
of  our  new  grandson."  Proulx's 
three  daughters  are:  Jiscle,  30  of 
Columbus,  OH..  Nicole,  32  in 
Texas  and  Norcen,  38  in  North 
Carolina. 

She  now  finds  her  calendar 
filled  with  campus  music  events 
and  theatre  performances  she 
plans  to  attend.  Shccnjoys  hertime 
spent  at  home  with  her  husband 
who  “does  everything  at  home,  I 
don’t  have  to  do  anything,"  said 
Proulx.  “He  cooks,  cleans  and 
shops.  I just  have  to  come  home 
from  work.  It’s  wonderful  and  he 
doesn’t  complain.  He’s  a good 
cook,  too.” 
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Wizard  World  hits  Chicago 


Kevin  Smith,  ‘Veronica  Mars’  star  Kristen  Bell  highlight  event 


Photo  courtesy  of  Wizard  Entertainment 


SILENT  NO  MORE:Clerks  creator  Kevin  Smith  answers  a question 
at  Wizard  World  Chicago  on  Aug.  5. 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

From  Aug.  3-6,  the  Donald  E. 
Stephens  Convention  Center  in 
Rosemont  hosted  Wizard  World 
Chicago,  for  its  10lh  anniversary 
of  the  annual  touring  event  which 
originated  in  the  Windy  City. 

Fanboys  seeking  their  fair  share 
of  comic  books,  action  figures, 
vintage  posters  and  talented 
up-and-coming  artists  got  their 
money's  worth. 

Like  every  great  comic 
convention,  celebrities  filled  the 
autograph  area  with  their  fans. 

Among  the  guests  attending 
were  original  Threes  Company 
stars  Joyce  Dewitt  and  Priscilla 
Bames,  Incredible  Hulk  title 
character  Lou  Ferrigno,  James 
Bond  villain  Richard  “Jaws”  Kiel 
and  Star  Wars  star  Ray  Park  (aka: 
Darth  Maul). 

However,  the  guests  of  honor 
were  much  more  recognizable 
beyond  the  comic  book  page- 
flipping fanboys-  the  “who's 
who"  list  of  "Who?” 

Thomas  Jane,  star  of  such 
movies  as  Boogie  Nights  and 
Deep  Blue  Sea,  signed  autographs 
for  fans  who  knew  him  better 
from  the  2004  adaptation  of  the 
comic  book  The  Punisher. 

Sporting  a mismatched  sport 
coat,  open  dress  shirt  and  buzzed 
mohawk,  Jane  looked  like  he  just 
came  from  filming  a remake  of 
Taxi  Driver. 


The  odd  look  didn't  deter  him 
from  signing  posters  and  posing 
for  photos  while  being  soft- 


Photo  by  Kim  Ferguson 
YOU  TALKIN’  TO  ME?:77;e 
Punisher  star  Thomas  Jane  signs 
autographs  at  Wizard  World 
Chicago. 


spoken  and  genuinely  nice. 

As  one  of  the  few  female 
guests,  Kristen  Bell,  star  of  TV’s 
Veronica  Mars  and  summer 
movie  Pulse,  signed  autographs 
and  took  pictures  (albeit  for  a fee 
of  S20  per  signature  and  photo) 
for  those  girlfriend-less  geeks 
that  have  been  holed  up  in  their 
parents’  basements  since  last 
Wizard  World.  Okay,  I am  part  of 
the  ‘parents’  basements’  group, 
and  I do  have  a girlfriend,  but  I 
was  not  attending  for  Ms.  Bell. 

Despite  the  star  power  of  Jane 
and  Bell  this  year,  for  the  past 
three  years,  the  highlight  of  the 
convention  has  always  been  the 
Q&A  session  with  Silent  Bob 
himself,  Kevin  Smith. 

This  year  was  no  exception. 

Crammed  into  the  ballroom, 
Smith’s  fans  threw  question  after 
question  at  him,  ranging  from  the 
simple  (“What’s  next?’’)  to  the 
bizarre  (“Will  you  kill  mycat  for 
a million  dollars?"). 

The  majority  of  Smith’s 
conversations  with  the  fans  were 
based  on  his  latest  release.  Clerks 
II. 

“I  think  we’re  done  with  the 
‘View  Askew-niverse’  movies,” 
Smith  said,  referring  to  movies 
such  as  Clerks  and  Jay  & Silent 
Bob  Strike  Back,  which  included 
many  of  the  same  actors  and 
characters  from  previous  works. 

“We’ve  heard  that  before!" 
one  audience  member  shouted  in 
response. 


Smith  admitted  that  Clerks 
II  gave  a sense  of  closure  to  the 
series  of  films. 

What  Smith  wouldn’t  initially 
say  was  what  his  next  project 
was  going  to  be.  That  is,  until  a 
fan  in  attendance  challenged  him 
to  a two-out-of-three  rock,  paper 
scissors  challenge. 

The  fan  lost,  but  Smith  decided 
to  tell  us  anyway. 

“I  think  it’s  time  to  go  into  a 
completely  different  direction," 
Smith  said.  “I’m  going  to  do  a 
horror  movie.”  The  revelation  was 
met  with  thunderous  applause. 

The  oddness  of  what  could 
essentially  be  called  The  Kevin 
Smith  Show  didn’t  stop  there. 

When  a female  fan  asked  if 
she  could  give  Smith  a drawing 
she  did  of  him.  Smith  noticed  her 
boyfriend  with  her. 

Smith  eventually  asked  if  the 
boyfriend  had  ever  thought  of 
proposing. 

“What  about  right  now?”  Smith 
said. 

With  another  attendee  donating 
a Batman  ring,  the  couple  was 
brought  on  stage  and  coaxed  into 
the  proposal — and  the  answer  of 
“Yes,”  was  met  with  a standing 
ovation  from  the  crowd. 

“There’s  nothing  more 
romantic  than  forcing  people  to 
get  married,”  Smith  said. 

It  was  just  another  surreal 
moment  that  happened  this  year 
inside  the  fanboy  universe  known 
as  Wizard  World. 


Photo  by  Kim  Ferguson 

FANBOY  MEETS  CIRLlWizard  World  Chicago  attendee  William  Unhock  (left)  gets  his  picture  taken 
with  Veronica  Mars  star  Kristen  Bell 


I was  wrong,  Ashley-- 
I admit  it,  okay? 


Back  in  May  I made  many  predictions  regarding  the  summer 
movies  releases.  While  I was  correct  about  some  of  my  “Predictions 
& Guarantees,”  the  summer  was  bland  and  mediocre,  at  best. 

With  the  heavy  burden  of  success  being  firmly  (and  unexpectedly) 
placed  on  Johnny  Depp’s  shoulders,  the  summer  box  office  rose 
from  the  dead  but  still  left  an  icky  taste  of  unbuttered  popcorn  with 
no  salt  in  your  mouth. 

According  to  a Sept.  3 AP  article,  the  summer  box  office  was  up 
6.3  percent  from  early  May  to  Labor  Day,  tallying  S3. 85  billion  over 
that  span  of  time.  Additionally,  overall  movie  attendance  was  up  3. 1 
percent. 

Sure,  that’s  a lot  of  dough,  enough  to  pay  the  high-profile  stars  in 
those  movies,  however  the  summer  was  practically  devoid  of  critical 
acclaim,  perhaps  most  evidenced  by  Superman  Returns. 

Including  previous  pitches  and  pre-productions  in  years 
past.  Superman’s  budget  was  estimated  at  around  $300  million. 
Unfortunately,  fans  didn’t  fly  to  the  theater  as  expected.  The 
lukewarm  reaction  was  understandable,  considering  the  film’s  two 
hour  and  34  minute  running  time,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  kind  of 
boring,  too. 

I predicted  at  least  $300  million;  it  only  made  $197.6  million, 
accbrding  to  boxofficemojo.com. 

What  also  surprised  me  was  the  performance  of  Pirates  of  the 
Caribbean:  Dead  Man's  Chest.  Many  within  the  industry — and 
myself— believed  that  Depp's  Jack  Sparrow  would  run  stale  and 
redundant  the  second  time  around  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
top  the  $305.4  million  domestic  take  of  the  first  Pirates. 

What  happened  was  nothing  less  than  a Pirates  steamroller. 
According  to  Box  Office  Mojo,  as  of  Sept.  17,  the  sequel  has 
taken  in  $418.3  million  at  the  North  American  box  office,  with  an 
additional  whopping  $592.3  million  in  foreign  receipts;  Pirates  of 
the  Caribbean:  Dead  Man’s  Chest  is  now  the  third  movie,  after 
Titanic  and  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The  Return  of  the  King,  to  top  $ 1 
billion  dollars  internationally-  and  there's  still  a third  installment 
due  next  Memorial  Day! 

What  baffles  me  is  that  Pirates  2 running  time  is  only  three 
minutes  less  than  Superman  Returns. 

Unfortunately,  some  other  films  got  squashed.  One  of  those  films 
is  not  Lady  in  the  Water. 

Monster  House,  called  by  critics  a thoroughly  entertaining  filip 
for  the  entire  family,  got  lost  in  the  mess,  making  a modest  yet 
unimpressive  $71.4  million. 

Clerks  II,  a gross  and  obscene  yet  warm  and  deep-hearted  sequel  to 
Kevin  Smith’s  independent  cult  debut,  made  a paltry  $24  million. 

Not  to  mention  the  internet  phenomenon  that  was  Snakes  on  a 
Plane,  predicted  by  many  to  debut  with  at  least  $40  million,  which 
made  an  extremely  underwhelming  $13.8  million  opening  weekend, 
with  a total  so  far  of  only  $33.2  million. 

Summer  was  the  premiere  season  to  see  movies.  To  me,  it  still  is, 
but  audiences  don’t  seem  to  care.  With  the  advent  of  online  DVD 
rental  sites  such  as  Netflix,  it  is  cheaper  (plans  with  Netflix  start 
at  $5.99  per  month;  a matinee  at  Cinemark  Movies  10  in  Joliet,  for 
example,  is  $7.50,  sans  snacks  and  drinks)  to  just  stay  home. 

Now,  you  can  even  download  first-run  films  from  websites 
including  the  ever-popular  iTunes.  With  the  latest  version  of  the 
software  from  Apple,  users  can  download  near-DVD  quality  classic 
and  current  movies  from  $9.99  each. 

Sure,  downloading  is  convenient,  but  one  aspect  of  great  film 
viewing  is  the  crowd  reaction  and  the  electric  buzz  that  is  generated 
by  that  crowd. 

As  a college  student,  it  would  be  much  more  affordable  to  stay  at 
home  and  watch  a DVD  or — God-forbid — a movie  on  the  computer. 
But  it  would  be  a cop-out  to  those  talented  filmmakers  (but  more 
importantly  to  myself)  to  not  shell  out  the  cash  to  see  the  next  great 
classic. 


SPORTS  m SEPTEMBER  20,  2006  • PAGE  1 1 


Lady  Wolves  win  tournament 


By  Alex  Roy 

Although  the  Lady  Wolves 
Volleyball  team  stumbled  out  of 
the  gate,  they  were  able  to  walk 
away  with  a first  place  finish  at 
the  South  Suburban  Invitational 
on  Sept.  9. 

The  Lady  Wolves  started 
their  run  to  the  South  Suburban 
Invitational  Championship  with 
a convincing  win  over  the  hosts, 
South  Suburban  College,  30- 
15,  30-13.  The  victory  gave  the 
Wolves  their  first  win  in  over  a 
week. 

JJC  received  a forfeit  victory 
over  Morton  College,  who  failed 
to  field  a team  for  the  tournament. 
Black  Hawk  College  dealt  the 
Lady  Wolves  their  only  defeat  of 
the  tournament,  30-25,  30-28. 

Wayne  Community  College 
put  up  a fight  against  the  Lady 
Wolves,  but  eventually  JJC 
emerged  victorious  31-29.  30-17. 
With  the  victory,  JJC  was  only 
one  win  away  from  claiming  the 
tournament  championship. 

The  JJC  Lady  Wolves  took  on 
Community  College  of  Rhode 
Island  in  the  championship  battle. 
Their  30-22,  30-25  victory  lifted 
them  to  the  tournament  title. 

Cortney  Sweat  earned 
tournament  MVP  honors,  while 
first  year  teammate  Kim  King 
was  added  to  the  All-Tournament 
Team. 

Coach  Emily  Marino’s  team 
started  its  season  at  the  Kankakee 
Community  College  Tournament 
Aug.  25-26.  The  team  finished 
the  tournament  with  a 1 -3  record 
thanks  to  a forfeit  victory  over 
Triton  College,  and  was  off  to  a 
slow  start. 

The  Lady  Wolves  received 
their  first  victory  of  the  season 
over  Ancilla  College  in  Indiana. 
Their  victory  came  in  the  warm- 
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SPIKE  THIS!:  JJC’s  Rebecca  Stover  spikes  over  a DuPage  defender, 
in  an  early  season  game  at  JJC. 

up  game  to  the  Ancilla  College 
Tournament,  held  on  Sept.  2. 

Despite  losing  all  three 
matches  of  the  tournament,  the 
Lady  Wolves  managed  to  push 
each  match  to  a third  game. 

Their  losses  to  the  College  of 
DuPage,  Kankakee  Community 
College,  and  Lake  Michigan 
College,  located  in  Michigan, 
left  their  early  season  record  at  a 
disappointing  2-6  after  the  Ancilla 
tournament. 

JJC’s  N4C  conference  opener 
on  Sept.  5 was  also  the  Lady 
Wolves’  home  opener.  Lady 
Wolves  took  on  the  College  of 
DuPage  looking  to  avenge  their 
narrow  defeat  in  the  Ancilla 
College  Tournament. 


Led  by  second  year  players 
Becky  Stover  and  Cortney  Sweat, 
the  Lady  Wolves  were  not  able  to 
overcome  the  College  of  DuPage. 
The  loss  dropped  JJC  to  2-7  for 
the  season. 

Rock  Valley  College  handed 
the  Lady  Wolves  their  .fifth 
deciding  game  loss  of  the  season. 
Although  their  record  plummeted 
to  2-8,  JJC  had  high  hopes  for 
the  South  Suburban  Invitational. 
Those  hopes  were  realized  with 
their  strong  performance  at  the 
tournament  that  led  to  a tourney 
championship. 

The  Lady  Wolves  play  their 
next  home  game  Thursday, 
Sept.  21,  at  6 p.m.  against  Triton 
College. 


AlHLEIE8^l88UE 


Jason  Schlucter 


Wolves’  quarterback 
Jason  Schlucter  is  the 
male  Athlete  of  the  Issue 
after  earning  honors  as 
the  Midwest  Football 
Conference  Athlete  of  the 
Week  for  his  performance 
in  the  Sept.  9 win  against 
Harper  College.  Schlueter, 
a sophomore  from 
Lafayette,  lnd„  led  the 
Wolves  to  a 59-35  win  over 
the  previously  8,h-ranked 
Harper,  completing  1 1 of 
16  passes  for  225  yards 
and  two  touchdowns.  He  also  had  23  yards  rushing. 

Schlueter’s  performance  helped  the  Wolves  rise  to 
no.  12  in  the  rankings.  An  engineering  major,  Schlueter 
plans  to  graduate  in  December  and  move  on  to  a four- 
year  school. 

Cortney  Sweat,  a 
5 ’8”  sophomore  from 
Plainfield  Central  H.S., 
is  the  female  Athlete 
of  the  Issue  following 
her  strong  performance 
at  the  South  Suburban 
College  tournament 
Sept.  9.  Sweat  helped  lead 
the  Lady  Wolves  to  the 
championship,  earning 
tournament  MVP  honors 
along  the  way. 

In  the  championship 
game  Sweat  had  16  digs 
for  the  Lady  Wolves  as 
they  topped  Community  College  of  Rhode  Island  30- 
22,  30-25.  That  followed  her  strong  performance  in  the 
opening  round  as  she  delivered  1 3 digs  in  a 30- 1 5,  30- 1 3 
win  over  the  host  school.  South  Suburban  College. 
Sweat  is  averaging  10.1  digs  per  match. 


Cortney  Sweat 


GOVERNORS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

Come  for  the  food  and  prizes.  Stay  for  the  Education. 
Mark  your  calendar  for  our  university-wide  open  house. 


PAGE  12 


Sports 


Wolves  get  off  to  strong  start  in  conference 


By  Alex  Roy 

A win  is  a win,  and  the  Wolves 
footbal  team  will  take  one  any  way 
they  can  get  it.  Three  games  into 
the  season,  they  have  managed 
to  win  all  three  games,  each  in  a 
different  manner. 

The  Wolves  returned  Saturday 
night  from  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  after 
topping  Ellsworth  Community 
College  16-0  to  run  their  record 
to  3-0  on  the  season  and  3-0  in  the 
Midwest  Football  Conference. 
Ellsworth’s  record  fell  to  1-2. 

Sophomore  quaterback 

Jason  Shlueter  threw  one 
touchdown  pass  to  Brian  Miles, 
and  sophomore  kicker  Steve 
Ivanisevic  added  three  field  goals 
from  53, 40  and  3 1 yards. 

To  open  the  season  on  Sept. 
2,  the  Wolves  hit  the  road  and 
squeaked  out  a hard-fought  game 
against  Rock  Valley  College,  20- 
14. 

With  the  game  tied  and 
creeping  closer  and  closer  to  the 
end  of  regulation,  the  Wolves 
relied  not  on  their  offense,  but 
on  their  special  teams  to  win  the 
game  for  them. 

The  Wolves  managed  to  block 
a Rock  Valley  punt  and  return 
it  for  the  deciding  score  late 
in  the  fourth  quarter.  A pair  of 
sophomores  teamed  up  for  the  big 
play.  Matt  Watson  got  his  hands 
on  the  punt,  and  Chris  Patterson 
scooped  it  up  and  ran  40  yards  for 
the  touchdown. 

The  Wolves  were  able  to  get 


WOLF  PACK:  The  Wolves  chum  up  yards  in  the  season  opener 
against  Rock  Valley. 


to  the  quarterback  often,  sacking 
Rock  Valley  four  times.  Watson,' 
Mark  Dietz,  Eric  Small,  and 
Cordero  Hightower  each  tallied 
sacks. 

Freshman  running  back 
Anthony  Stewart  led  the  team  with 
90  rushing  yards,  and  punched 
in  a touchdown  in  the  second 
quarter.  Freshman  quarterback 
Deron  Putnam  hooked  up  with 
sophomore  wide  receiver  Anthony 
Clark  to  provide  the  rest  of  the 
touchdowns  for  the  Wolves. 

The  Wolves  second  game  on 
Sept.  9 was  a bit  easier,  as  they 
cruised  past  Harper  College  in 
their  first  home  game,  59-35, 
on  Sept.  9.  The  win  was  even 
sweeter,  considering  the  Wolves 
had  lost  four  of  their  previous  five 


meetings  against  Harper. 

The  team’s  59  points  surpassed 
any  total  from  the  other  teams 
of  Bob  MacDougall,  coach  of 
the  two-time  national  champion 
Wolves. 

JJC  intercepted  Harper  four 
times,  which  allowed  them  to 
win  the  turnover  battle  rather 
easily.  The  Wolves  also  outrushed 
Harper  198  to  68. 

Watson  and  Small  each  added 
another  sack  to  their  season  totals, 
while  Patterson  and  Dan  Stubler 
recorded  their  first  sacks  of  the 
year.  Patterson  intercepted  Harper 
twice,  while  Dietz  and  Marcus 
Minor  also  picked  off  Harper. 

The  Wolves  will  host  Iowa 
Central  on  Sept.  23  at  1 p.m.  at 
Joliet  Memorial  Stadium. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 
GOING  LONG:  Quarterback  Jason  Shlueter  looks  downfield  in  the 
season  opener  at  Rock  Valley  College. 


Out  of  the  blocks 


Cross  country 
added  to  JJC 

By  Jim  Sheldon 

Cross  country  has  come  to  Joliet  Junior  College  this 
year  for  the  first  time  in  the  school’s  history.  The  idea  for 
a cross  country  team  came  to  Dr.  Rich  McCarthy,  head 
coach,  last  year. 

“When  I came  to  JJC  last  year,  1 noticed  that  they  didn’t 
have  a cross  country  program,”  said  McCarthy.  “Running 
is  a wonderful  sport  because  anyone  with  the  desire  and 
motivation  to  train  and  stick  with  a program  can  be  a good 
runner.” 

After  graduating  from  chiropractic  school,  McCarthy 
taught  at  Moraine  Valley  Community  College  and  noticed 
how  successful  their  cross  country  program  was.  He 
had  always  enjoyed  coaching  and  was  looking  for  an 
opportunity  to  return  to  it,  so  coaching  at  JJC  seemed  like 
the  perfect  move  for  him. 

He  decided  to  run  the  idea  by  some  of  his  students  first 
to  see  if  cross  country  would  be  interesting  to  them.  The 


students  were  interested,  so  McCarthy  decided  to  contact 
Coach  Mark  Horstmeyer  at  Moraine  Valley  and  see  what 
would  need  to  be  done  to  create  the  team. 

“[Coach  Horstmeyer]  was  very  instrumental  in  getting 
the  program  off  the  ground  and  letting  the  school  know 
what  they  were  in  for  as  far  as  a budget,  uniforms, 
scheduling  and,  well,  everything,”  said  McCarthy.  After 
collecting  all  the  information  needed,  McCarthy  contacted 
JJC  Athletic  director  Wayne  King  and  asked  if  the  school 
would  be  interested  in  starting  a cross  country  program. 
The  athletic  department  jumped  on  the  opportunity  to  add 
another  sport,  cross  country  program  was  thus  formed. 

McCarthy  is  enthusiastic  about  participation.  “The  races 
that  we  compete  in  have  people  that  do  two  miles  in  10-11 
minutes,  but  they  also  have  people  that  do  two  miles  in  24- 
25  minutes  and  the  claps  and  cheers  are  just  as  big,  if  not 
louder  for  the  runners  in  the  back,”  he  said. 

The  message  that  McCarthy  wants  to  share  with  the 
students  is,  “Don’t  be  afraid  to  come  out.  The  goal  of  this 
program  is  to  help  everyone  to  achieve  their  potential.” 

JJC  has  one  men’s  team  and  one  women's  team.  The 
men’s  team  consists  of  Roy  Carpenter,  Brian  Hendrix  and 
Jason  Sutton.  The  women’s  team  has  one  member,  Joy 
Finchum.  McCarthy  stressed  that  “it’s  not  too  late  to  try 
out.  The  team  is  always  looking  for  new  member^.” 


running 

JJC  competes  in  the  N4C-  North  Central  Community 
College  Conference  in  Division  III.  There  are  five  schools 
in  the  conference:  JJC,  College  of  Du  Page,  Harper,  Rock 
Valley  and  Triton  Colleges. 

The  season  runs  from  Aug.  1 to  Oct.  28.  On  Oct.  28,  the 
Region  IV  Championship  at  Moraine  Valley  Community 
College  will  take  place.  The  teams  will  compete  in  seven 
events  with  races  ranging  from  2-3  miles  for  the  women 
and  3-5  miles  for  the  men. 

JJC  has  already  participated  in  some  events. 

On  Aug.  26,  the  team  participated  in  the  Harper  College 
Cross  Country  Invitational  three-mile  race.  Hendrix 
finished  in  13th  place  with  a time  of  18:09.  Carpenter 
finished  in  35lh  place  with  a time  of  20:34.  Sutton  finished 
in  48"’  place  with  a time  of  27:03. 

The  team  also  participated  in  the  Waubonsee  Chiefs 
Invitational  five-mile  race  on  Sept.  9.  Hendrix  finished  in 
14,h  place  with  a time  of  29:58.  His  time  was  good  enough 
to  win  the  first  individual  award  in  the  team’s  history. 
Carpenter  finished  in  38"1  place  with  a time  of  34:55,  a 
personal  best.  Sutton  finished  in  48"1  place  with  a time  of 
43:38,  also  a personal  best. 

The  team  has  five  events  left  until  the  end  of  their  first 
season.  Their  next  event  will  be  the  Aurora  University 
Spartan  Classic  on  Sept.  15  which  starts  at  4:30  p.m. 


Women’s  cross  country  schedule  Fall  2006 

Sept.  30 

Away 

Loyola  University  Invitational 

Time  TBA 

Oct.  6 

Away 

• Benedictine  University  Invitational 

3:30  p.m. 

Oct.  14 

Away 

Sauk  Valley  CC  Invitational 

11:00  a.m. 

Oct.  28 

Away 

MVCC  Region  IV  Championship 

10:00  a.m.  j 
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JJC  contributes 

to  ‘Take  Back 
the  Night’  ‘06 
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Shadow  Box  cast 
and  crew  host 
Q&A  for  Honors 
Program  students 


Lake  under  microscope 


The  rare  and  suffering 
body  of  water  that  flows 
around  campus  is  being 
studied  in  an  effort  to 
return  the  lake  to  its 
ecological  balance. 

By  Mary  Schultz 

Joliet  Junior  College’s  Natural  Areas  committee 
decided  in  June  to  have  the  lake  that  flows  through 
JJC- grounds  cleaned  to  rebalance  its  ecological 
environment. 

“Although,  as  a committee  we  had  discussed ...  a more 
specific  management  plan  for  the  lake,  the  aesthetics  of 
the  lake  became  a huge  issue  on  campus,”  said  John 
Griffis,  chairman  of  the  committee.  "We  were  originally 
approached  by  board  and  administrative  members  to 
discuss  why  the  lake  had  accumulated  so  much  plant 
growth.” 

According  to  Brian  Savage,  student  representative 
for  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  wasn’t  just  administrators 
who  were  concerned  with  the  way  the  lake  looks.  “3  got 
involved  with  this  project  after  receiving  complaints 
from  students  and  staff  about  the  appearance  of  the 
lake,”  he  said. 

The  growth  on  the  lake  is  misunderstood  by 
most  students,  explains  Judy  Mitchell,  Director  of 
Administrative  services.  “The  balance  just  isn’t  there 
how.  The  waters  flowing  into  the  lake  are  good  for  the 
natural  aquatic  plants  growing  there,  but  that  cuts  off 
oxygen  tc  the  fish,”  said  Mitchell. 

STS  Consultants  called  in 

The  Natural  Areas  committee  took  seven  bids  on  the 
project  to  clean  the  lake.  After  seeing  presentations  from 
the  top  two  choices  they  chose  STS  Consultants,  with 
Vice  President  William  J.  Weaver  overseeing  the  project 
which  was  started  in  September. 

“They’re  a very  good  company,  very  informative,” 
said  Mitchell.  “They  prepared  a flyer  for  students  and 
faculty  so  everyone  will  know  what’s  going  on.  We  [the 
committee]  thought  that  was  very  important.” 

STS  proposed  a two-phase  plan  for  getting  the  job 
done. 

Phase  one  of  the  plan  includes  taking  samples  of  lake 
water  and  examining  the  water  that  flows  into  it  from 
around  the  campus. 

Savage  anticipates  a “need  to  address  several  outside 
factors  contributing  to  the  growth  in  the  lake.  The  lily 
pads  have  spread  to  the  middle  of  the  lake,  over  the 
summer  the  lake  experienced  a fish  kill,  and  there  may 
also  be  water  flow  issues  and  depth  issues  that  need  to 
be  addressed.” 

STS  Consultants  were  on  campus  Friday,  Sept.  29 
collecting  data  to  analyze  so  a final  plan  of  action  can  be 
determined.  Turn  to  LAKE  page  5 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 


Reeling  ‘em  in:  Christine  Grant,  Joliet,  reels  in  her  fishing  line  from  the  lake.  But  the  question 
remains,  how  much  longer  will  people  be  able  to  pull  fish  out? 
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Opinion 

Voting  a dangerous  American  privilege  Question 

un„i  1 .J„_  „,nn»  Unira  (a  ftanido  hahl/PPH  ^ ^ 


With  the  midterm  elections  approaching 
fast  and  the  media  shoving  political 
commercials  down  our  throats,  this  editorial 
will  be  worthwhile  if  it  encourages  at  least  one 
individual  who  threw  their  voter  registration  card  in  the  gutter  after 
the  last  election  in  November. 

Even  though  modem  voting  can  at  times  be  purely  symbolic, 
it  is  what  it  is;  symbolic  of  what’s  significant.  It  doesn’t 
take  a doctorate  in  semiotics  to  realize  that  voting,  while  not 
just  an  American  privilege,  is  a dangerous  privilege-  a non- 
discriminatory  privilege  and  the  most  powerful  privilege  we 
have.  Every  vote  cast  determines  what  direction  the  country  will 
head  or,  even  more  compelling,  where  the  country  will  not  lead. 
Voting  is  one  of  the  most  precious  gifts  that  a government  can  bestow 
upon  its  citizens. 

Voting  is  tantamount  to  a political  body  saying,  “Hey,  you 
uneducated  nose  picker,  even  though  you  may  not  have  the 
cognitive  capacity  to  understand  the  complexity  of  the  Senate, 
or  the  significance  of  checks  and  balances,  I’m  willing  to  let  you 
choose  your  representative  in  this  political  monster  truck  rally.” 
But  “one  vote  can  make  a difference"  is  a cliche  that  does  nothing 
more  than  tip-toe  around  a graver  issue. 

If  you  don’t  vote  you're  not  fulfilling  your  responsibility  as  an 
American. 

And  to  the  insubordinate  herd  that  claim  that  not  voting  shows 
their  contempt  for  “the  system,”  now  is  your  time  to  change  the 
tilings  about  this  country  you  dislike.  Rather  than  complain  about 
how  much  America  sucks  with  the  war  and  the  guns  and  the  drugs 
and  the  conservative  imperialism,  cast  your  vote  against  all  of  these 
things!  Elect  officials  who  will  stand  up  for  your  ideals  and  values. 


EDITORIAL 


Are  you  registered 
to  vote? 


But  1 don’t  want  to  have  to  decide  between 
the  lesser  of  two  evils”  is  a saying  more 
often  than  not  expressed  by  people  who  don’t 
know  anything  about  the  political  platforms. 

Ignorance  of  political  agendas  is  a big  sign  of  laziness;  people  who 
aren’t  willing  to  invest  the  time  to  educate  themselves  about  the 
candidates.  Therefore,  they  chose  not  to  vote  at  all.  We  just  hope 
that  when  Resurrected  Napoleon  runs  against  the  Dark  Lord  himself, 
people  might  be  a little  more  willing  to  choose  between  the  “lesser  of  definitely  will 
two  evils.”  vote  in  the  next 

So,  ask  yourself,  are  you  happy  with  your  party's  candidate  for  Pre^.*  en*ia 
governor  this  year?  Both  Rod  Blagojevich  and  Judy  Baar  Topinka  reaj  reason 
currently  have  reported  approval  ratings  that  rival  the  president’s  for  fomot  already  registering  because 
the  gutter.  There  is  a need  to  look  at  how  these  unpopular  candidates  I have  had  many  opportunities, 

got  on  the  ballot,  to  make  sure  that  the  only  real  difference  between  the  It  is  probably  because  I feel  that 
two  is  not  just  the  letter  behind  their  name. 

According  to  payattention.org,  another  website  targeting  apathetic 
voters,  18  to  34  year  olds  show  the  biggest  gap  in  voter  turnout  between 
the  national  and  primary  elections.  Why?  Because  many  feel  that  the 
local  elections  lack  significance.  Young  adults  feel  disconnected  from 
local  politics  because  they  rarely  see  images  or  printed  materials 
explaining  how  local  issues  and  local  politicians  impact  their  lives. 

On  Nov.  7,  motivated  voters,  who  are  tired  of  “Rock  the  Vote” 
and  consistent  ‘college  kids  never  vote'  baggage,  will  influence  the 
selection  of:  435  members  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  33 
of  the  100  members  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  36  of  50  governors  and  many 
local  public  offices  at  the  county  and  city  level  . . . that  is  a lot  of 
hands  to  leave  your  future  in.  So  it  is  your  choice,  to  leave  your  future 
in  someone  else’s  hands,  or  you  can  go  and  get  one  of  those  fantastic 
voter  registration  cards  and  VOTE! 


not  registered 
to  vote,  but  1 


presidential  elections  are  the  most 
important  to  vote  for.” 

-Sydney  Butler 


“No,  I am  not  registered  to  vote 
because  I feel  our  votes  don’t 
matter.” 

-Alan  Didier 
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“I  am  not 
registered.  I'm 
going  to  be  by 
the  time  of  the 
election.  I still 
have  to  do 
my  research 
on  Topinka 
and  her 

background,  however,  I 
am  not  entirely  happy  with 
Blagojevich.” 

-Adam  Estes 


Networking  websites  a poor  substitute  for  human  interaction 


Ever  wonder  who  started  that 
group  on  Facebook,  “If  I can’t 
find  parking  within  a mile  of  the 
building,  I’m  not  going  to  class”? 
1 did.  And  don’t  pretend  you’re 
not  one  of  the  454  members  from 
JJC.  It’s  true  though,  I did  it,  and 
454  of  my  fellow  students  agree 
with  the  cause. 

Making  little  connections  like 
that  is  what  the  internet  is  used  for 
by  many  people.  What  was  once 
foreign  and  incomprehensible  has 
now  become  a social  lubricant  for 
people  looking  for  anyone  from 
old  classmates  to  area  singles. 

My  dad  met  his  fiance  on 
eHarmony,  and  three  of  my 
siblings  plus  two  cousins  have 
joined  MySpace,  opening  wider 
the  lines  of  communication  with 
some  family  members  I haven’t 
seen  for  years. 

The  biggest  pull  of  MySpace, 
Xanga  or  Facebook  is  that  they 
make  you  part  of  a group.  You 
have  your  closer  network  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  of 
course,  but  there’s  the  over- 
arching sense  of  belonging  to 
something  bigger  than  one’s  self 
that  creates  a sense  of  community 
that  more  and  more  people  are 
finding  appealing. 

It’s  kind  of  sad  though,  that 
MySpace  is  the  best  we  can  do. 


Yes,  it’s  a good 
thing  for  all  the 
reasons  I’ve 
listed.  But  when 
it  comes  down 
to  it,  going  on  a 
double  date  with 
my  brother  and 
our  respective 
significant  others 
was  more  fun 
than  planning 
it  via  MySpace 
messages. 

By  allowing 
MySpace  and 
other  internet  communication  to 
become  a primary  line  of  contact, 
are  we  missing  out  on  human 
interaction,  or  merely  redefining 
it? 

Being  part  of  that  Facebook 
group  is  fun,  because  I know 
that  other  people  have  shared 
my  feelings.  But  picture  this: 
creeping  through  the  parking  lot 
10  minutes  before  class,  hoping 
partly  that  you  find  a space  and 
partly  that  you  don't  so  you  can 
just  go  the  hell  home,  you  see 
someone  walking  toward  a car.  If 
you’re  polite  you  pull  up  beside 
them  and  ask  if  you  can  follow 
them  for  their  spot,  but  the  usual 
protocol  is  inching  along  behind 
them  as  if  tons  of  metal  and  a 200 


Mary  Schultz 


horsepower 
engine  could 
elude  a 
pedestrian 
in  a quiet 
parking  lot. 
You  follow 
them  to  their 
spot,  and  after 
they  vacate 
it  you  pull 
in  and  end 
up  getting  to 
class  just  in 
time. 

Once  this 
exercise  is  over,  haven’t  you 
interacted  with  someone?  Hasn’t 
there  been  an  exchange,  an 
admittance  of  communal  need  for 
the  same  things  and  an  agreement 
to  help  one’s  fellow  man  to 
achieve  his  aim?  Okay,  fine,  it 
doesn't  seem  that  dramatic  at  the 
time,  but  can  clicking  “join"  really 
be  the  same  as  this  mundane  little 
exchange? 

I’ll  be  the  first  to  admit  that  I’m 
mildly  addicted  to  the  internet. 
LiveJoumal,  Xanga,  MySpace, 
Facebook.  I've  had  them  all  for 
roughly  the  same  reason:  to  be  a 
part  of  a group  larger  than  myself. 
To  feel  like  someone  else  knows 
how  I feel  when  I get  that  1 7Q’ 
error  page  when  MySpace  just 


can’t  find  the  page  I’m  trying  to 
load.  To  know  what  it’s  like  to  get 
“random  propz”  from  someone 
I’ve  never  met  on  Xanga  because 
they  “like  my  page.” 

Well,  “random  propz”  are  nice, 
but  sitting  down  in  person  with 
an  old  or  new  friend  and  talking 
out  loud  in  person  is  much  more 
satisfying. 


Letter  Policy 

The  Blazer  welcomes 
and  encourages 
participation  by  our 
readers.  Please  sign  and 
provide  a phone  number 
for  all  letters  so  we 
can  verify  authenticity. 
Letters  should  be  300 
words  or  fewer.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  edit 
for  space  and  content. 
You  may  send  your  letter 
through  interoffice  mail, 
regular  mail,  email  at 
blazennail@jjc.edu,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at 
the  Blazer  office  in  F- 
1009. 
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Point-Counter-Point 

A few  words  on  freedom  of  speech 


Matt  Sheehan 


A long  time  ago,  there  were  a group  of  men  who 
were  fed  up  with  their  ruling  country.  In  fact,  a large 
ocean  separated  the  ruling  country  and  these  men.  These 
men  felt  that  the  king  of  this  ruling  nation  was  a terrible 
leader,  aligning  his  kingdom  with  tyranny.  When  the  king 
taxed  their  goods,  these  men  were  denied  speaking  out. 

Anything  they  said  against  their  ‘ruler’  was  forbidden. 

However,  this  group  of  men  stood  up,  said,  ‘Wait  a 
second,’  and  declared  their  separation  from  this  tyrant 
and  country.  They  said  they  wanted  their  own  country 
with  freedoms  to  speak  out  and  protest.  These  men  were 
the  Founding  Fathers.  And  they  formed  the  United  States 
of  America. 

3n  today’s  day  and  age,  we  find  ourselves  questioning 
our  leaders  even  more  so  than  Washington,  Franklin  and  Jefferson  ever  thought  of. 

Many  believe  that  Pres.  George  W.  Bush  and  his  administration  are  doing  a bad  job, 
especially  with  the  war  on  terror  and  the  war  in  Iraq.  Many  of  these  people  belong  to  a 
certain  sect  of  the  county  known  as  the  media. 

Do  we  question  our  leaders  too  harshly?  Are  we  sometimes  inappropriate?  Do  we  go 
too  far?  Where  do  we  cross  the  line?  But  as  someone  once  said,  “You  don’t  know  where 
the  line  is  until  you’ve  crossed  it.”  This,  I believe  does  not  apply  here.  We  need  to  go 
above  and  beyond  that  line — mostly  because  our  government  is  crossing  the  line,  too. 

It  is  our  duty  to  stand  up  against  our  leaders  to  let  them  know  when  we  believe  they 
aren’t  doing  things  up  to  our  satisfaction. 

If  a columnist  really  has  strong  feelings  against,  say.  Sec.  of  Defense  Donald  Rumsfeld’s 
lack  of  exit  strategies  for  the  Iraqi  conflict  but  puts  into  print  the  next  day,  “You’re  doing 
a heck  of  a job,  Rummy,”  then  he’s  nothing  more  than  hypocritical  and  ignorant  dummy 
for  the  propaganda  machine. 

Many  governments  around  the  world  don’t  have  that  luxury.  The  biggest  example 
would  be  the  regime  we  toppled  a few  years  back:  Sadaam  Hussein  and  the  Iraqi 
government  controlled  the  press.  If  we  do  nothing  more  than  sit  back,  watch  and  give  the 
thumbs-up  when  we  secretly  have  our  fingers  crossed  behind  our  backs,  then  we  have 
become  one  with  our  enemies. 

It  breaks  down  as  straightforwardly  as  this:  if  you  weren’t  doing  things  up  to  the 
standards  or  your  place  of  employment,  wouldn’t  your  boss  come  down  on  you?  Same 
applies  here — Bush  & Co.  report  to  us  for  duty. 

Edward  R.  Murrow,  undoubtedly  one  of  (if  not  the)  greatest  broadcast  journalists 
ever,  once  said,  “We  will  not  walk  in  fear,  one  of  another.  We  will  not  be  driven  by  fear 
into  an  age  of  unreason  if  we  dig  deep  in  our  history  and  doctrine  and  remember  that 
we  are  not  descended  from  fearful  men,  not  from  men  who  feared  to  write,  to  speak,  to 
associate  and  to  defend  causes  which  were  for  the  moment  unpopular. ..  There  is  no  way 
for  a citizen  of  the  Republic  to  abdicate  his  responsibility.” 

It  is  our  duty  to  tell  the  government  when  they  are  in  the  wrong.  It’s  our  job  to 
tell  them  when  they’re  not  doing  theirs.  It’s  that  simple;  it’s  what  the  foundation  of  this 
country  was  started  on  and  the  sole  reason  we  exist.  When  those  revolutionaries  got 
together  to  form  their  own  government  against  an  overextending,  all-too-powerful,  civil 
liberty-violating  ruler,  they  did  it  for  the  people  of  their  new  nation. 

With  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 


M ary  Schultz 


Let  me  start  off  by  saying  that  1 am  not  against  freedom 
of  speech  as  a law.  My  issue  with  freedom  of  speech 
in  practice  is  that  Americans,  in  general,  misuse  their 
freedom.  There  is  a difference  between  conscientiously 
contesting  your  government  for  the  betterment  of  your 
nation  and  taking  cheap  shots  to  get  attention  from  your 
sympathizers. 

As  Americans  we  can  say  pretty  much  whatever  we 
want,  but  should  we?  Freedom  of  speech  is  not  a cause 
unto  itself;  it  is  a tool  to  aid  us  in  achieving  justice  in  our 
government.  We,  as  a nation,  have  forgotten  that,  if  we 
ever  knew  it  to  begin  with.  By  allowing  and  protecting 
our  right  to  free  speech,  our  government  gives  us  a great 
deal  of  power.  What  we  do  with  that  power  ultimately  comes  back  to  us,  either  as  a 
benefit  or  a kick  in  the  ass. 

I am  not  saying  that  we  should  not  have  the  right  of  free  speech,  or  that  we  should  not 
have  the  right  to  be  vocal  about  our  disagreements  with  our  government,  I am  saying  that 
we  should  be  more  responsible  with  and  respectful  of  the  freedoms  we  have. 

Burning  the  American  flag  to  make  a statement  falls  under  freedom  of  speech.  Yes,  it’s 
the  very  values  that  flag  represents  that  allow  us  to  destroy  the  physical  manifestation  of 
our  freedom.  Flag  burners,  although  they  seem  to  think  they  are  making  some  great  point, 
are  really  just  engaging  in  a practice  that  is  completely  self  defeating  in  meaning.  By 
burning  a symbol  of  our  freedom,  they  destroy  the  symbol  of  our  rights.  Aren't  our  rights 
what  they  were  protesting  about  to  begin  with?  That’s  what  I thought.  It’s  very  much  the 
same  with  freedom  of  speech.  Saying  you  can  say  whatever  you  want  does  not  make  a 
difference.  Using  your  right  to  say  something  meaningful  that  will  be  taken  seriously,  by 
voting  ot  writing  letters  to  your  congressman  will  make  a difference. 

You  do  not  give  your  gripes  any  validity  simply  by  reminding  us  of  your  freedom  to 
make  them.  Remember,  you  have  the  right  to  free  speech,  but  you  do  not  have  the  right 
to  an  audience.  Scrape  up  an  original  thought,  and  you  get  an  audience  of  people  who, 
like  you,  want  to  do  more  than  whine. 

Anyone  can  call  the  President  an  idiot,  but  what's  the  point  anymore?  So  many  people 
have  said  it  simply  because  they  could,  not  because  it  would  cause  positive  change  in 
their  country.  It  became  a popular  sentimenfto  parrot  back  and  be  cheered  on  by  fellow 
Saturday  Night  Live  fans  as  they  re-impersonated  the  leader  of  our  country.  Ok,  fine,  you 
don’t  like  the  president.  I get  it.  But  drawing  a picture  of  him  as  a monkey  or  making  fun 
of  “Bushisms”  isn’t  going  to  change  anything. 

You  will  be  listened  to,  respected,  and  will  have  made  good  use  of  your  freedom  of 
speech  if  you  begin  to  wage  a fair  battle  against  your  oppsition.  Dust  off  some  brain  cells 
and  construct  an  objective,  dispassionate  argument  with  real  evidence.  Then  you  will  be 
able  lo  make  a difference.  Sure,  it’ll  be  a hell  of  a lot  harder  than  reverting  to  the  easy  way 
out  of  yelling  ‘F  the  troops,’  but  at  least  you  won’t  piss  off  any  servicemen.  Servicemen 
who,  don’t  forget,  are  the  ones  who  die  so  that  you  have  the  right  to  disrespect  them. 

Think  about  it.  You  can  disagree  with  the  president,  but  have  some  respect  for  his 
position,  and  the  position  of  those  who  protect  our  country.  Their  jobs  are  manifestations 
of  your  freedom.  Think  twice  before  you  decide  to  bum  the  flag,  or  the  president.  Don’t 
toss  out  an  easy  insult  at  the  cost  of  your  intellectual  integrity.  Show  some  respect  for 
your  country,  and  for  yourself. 
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Transforming  4 
Lives 


Complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  majors.  3 

Experience  a smooth 
transfer  of  credit. 

Learn  about  competitive 
scholarships. 

Explore  AU's  adult 
degree  completion 
programs. 


JJC  Bookstore  Hours 
Monday  - Thursday 
7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  4:30  pm 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Located  in 
J/Building  Across  from  the  Service  Center 
And  Registration 

Phone:  815-280-6767 
Email:  hookslorcajje.edu 
On  the  Web:  www.jjcbookstore.com 


AURORA  UNIVERSITY 


347  S.  Gladstone  A 


Call:  800-742-5281 
E-mail:  aclmission@aurora.edu 
www.aurora.edu/transfer 
Apply  online  (fee  waived) 
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News 


Program  Also  Available 


Taking  Back  the  Night 

Community  remembers  victims  of  domestic  violence 


night  in  198o. 
ja  mother  arrived  to  the  sight  of 
[flashing  red  and  blue  lights  and 
yellow  tape  to  find  her  15-year- 
old  daughter  stabbed  to  death  and 
lying  in  a pool  of  blood  inside  _ 
their  Davenport  home. 

That  was  the  first  time  Vicki 
Crompton-Tettcr  had  heard  about 
teen  dating  violence.  Tetter  has 
since  found  healing  in  telling  her 
daughter  Jenny's  story. 

Tetter,  author  of  "Saving 
Beauty  from  the  Beast:  How  to 
Protect  Your  Daughter  from  an 
Unhealthy  Relationship,"  will 
speak  Oct.  17  at  Joliet  West  High 
School  to  observe  ‘Take  Back  the 
Night,"  an  evening  that  gathers 
survivors,  supporters,  activists 
and  community  leaders  together 
for  a vigil  and  rally  that  calls  an 
end  domestic  violence. 

Joliet  Junior  College  will  be 
a "Guardian  Angel  Supporter." 
donating  $500  to  support  the 

evening  v\\a\  viitt  begin  aV  5:30 
p in.  Oct.  17  ut  the  high  school 


and  college  students  experience  violence 
at  some  point.  They  haven’t  even  lived 
yet.” 


■ Roxane  Geraoi 


on  Larkin  Avenue.  In  addition  to 
Tetter'sspeech.therewillbeabrief 
inarch,  entertainment,  a reading 
of  the  names  of  victims  who  have 
died  from  domestic  violence,  and 
tables  with  materials  provided  by 
organizations  involved  in  helping 
victims  of  violence 

“The  important  thing  I believe 
is  for  both  young  men  and  young 
women  to  realize  that  any  type 
of  violence  in  a relationship 
is  not  love  and  it’s  not  okay," 
said  Denise  Payton,  chair  of 
Will  County's  Court  Appointed 
Special  Advocates,  a group  that 
protects  abused  children.  “Vicki's 
message  is  one  of  awareness  and 
hope." 

According  to  Payton,  JJC  has 
been  n long-time  supporter  of 


the  event.  Roxane  Gcraci,  JJC's 
Community  Relations  Office 
director  and  Lora  McGuire  of 
the  Nursing  Department  are 
two  committee  members  for  the 
event.  Joliet  Junior  Women's 
Club  is  also  a supporter.  Many 
other  organizations  in  the  Joliet 
Will  County  area  have  donated 
$50  to  $500  to  support  the  cause. 
The  money  funds  community 
programs  that  provide  services  to 
victims  of  abuse. 

Geraci  urges  that  violence  is  a 
persistent  problem. 

"I  wish  we  didn’t  bring  this 
awareness  just  once  a year.  What 
students  will  take  and  ieam  from 
listeningto  the  panel  on  the  bridge 
and  keep  throughout  the  year  is 


that 


intern 
to  197$, 
response  to  u series  of  sexual 
assaults  in  Europe.  Will  County': 
involvement  begun  in  1997. 

"It  s extremely  important  to 
hearthemessageandto  understand 
that  this  type  of  vide 
prevalent  and  somehow,  someone 
is  affected  or  you  know  someone 
who  is  affected.”  said  Gcraci. 
"By  attending  these  sessions  you 
might  be  able  to  help  somebody."1 

Tetter  will  be  visiting  JJC  Oct. 
19  to  give  a speech  in  the  (heater 
at  9:30  a.m.  There  will  also  be 
a panel  on  the  bridge  Oct.  17 
at  noon  discussing  dangerous 
relationships. 

"The  mission  is  for  community 
activists  who  strongly  believe  in 
the  need  to  raise  awareness  of  this 
problem  to  make  sure  it  crosses 
all  socio-economic  barriers."  said 
Payton. 

"The  average  is  28  percent  of 
high  shcool  and  college  student 
experience  violence  at  some 
point.  They  haven’t  even  lived 
yet,”  said  Gcraci. 


^ Apply  your  existing  college  credits  and 
earn  your  Teaching  Certification  through 
Trinity's  Accelerated  Adult  Studies  program. 

trinity’s  Program  is: 

>•  Convenient  - Classes  meet  one  night  a week 
► Affordable  - Tuition  includes  books  & study  guides 
>■  Timely  - Earn  your  teaching  certificate  in  less  than  20  months 
>■  inspiring  - Courses  taught  from  a Christian  perspective 


Staying  sober 


reported  a suspicious  male 
in  D-mall  who  was  making 
her  feel  uncomfortable.  The 
male  was  following  her  and 
showing  up  at  her  classes, 
often  closing  the  door 
behind  him.  The  student 
reported  the  male  to  the 
campus  police  who  later 
interviewed  him. 

After  identifying  the 
male’s  photograph  from 
campus  police,  the  student 
said  he  stopped  bothering  her 
after  the  police  interviewed 
him. 

Have  something  to 
report?  Contact: 

JJC  Campus  Police 
(815)280-2234 
campuspolice@jjc.edu 


Call  708.239.4768 

for  more  information  or  visit 
www.trnty.edu/adiultstudies 


uTrjnity  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 

AOrULT  STUDIES.  ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS. 
MOMENTUM  FOR  LI  ~F~~E 

708.239.4768  www.trnty.edu/adultstudies 


Police  Blotter 


Stalking  reported 

Sept.  22:  A female  student 


Between  1 and 
4 million  women 
experience  serious 
assault  by  an 
intimate  partner 
each  year. 


There  is  Help 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  is  experiencing 
abuse,  call  one  of  these  24  hour  hotlines. 
Will  County  Groundwork  (815)  729-1228 
Grundy  County  Groundwork:  (815)  941-2261 


Theft  reported 
Sept.  5 at  12:30  p.m.:  A 
student  reported  a laptop, 
an  iPod,  XBox,  two 
wireless  controllers  and 
three  games  taken  from  an 
unattended  apartment  in 
the  Centennial  Commons. 
Video  surveillance  helped 
investigate  the  crime. 


Electronics  stolen 
Sept.  16  at  4:51  p.m.: 
An  apartment  window  at 
the  Centennial  Commons 
was  forced  open.  An  iPod, 
a DVD  player  and  up  to  70 
CDS  were  stolen.  The  theft 
was  later  admitted  the  crime 
to  the  person.  No  charges 
were  pressed. 
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Young  women 
between  the  ages  of 
16  & 24  experience 
the  highest  rate  of 
domestic  violence 
and  sexual  assault. 


By  Mary  Schultz 

The  National  Collegiate 
Alcohol  Awareness  Week  will 
return  to  Joliet  Junior  College 
for  another  week  of  fun  activities 
with  a sobering  message  this  year, 
taking  place  Oct.  23-26. 

The  event  was  created  by  a 
group  called  Bacchus  Gamma, 
which  recognizes  campus  groups, 
according  to  director  of  Student 
Activities  Pam  Dilday. 

JJC’s  chapter  of  NCAAW, 
dubbed  ‘OctSOBERfest,’  will 
include  four  days  of  activities 
structured  to  welcome  and  inform 
students.  "Nobody  wants  to  talk 
about  this,"  said  Dilday.  “but  it’s 
food  for  thought.” 

On  Monday  Oct.  23  “mocktails” 
(blended  slushy  drinks)  will  be 
served  accompanied  by  food, 
music  and  promotion  of  the 
following  days’  activities.  On 
Tuesday  Oct.  24  and  Wednesday 
Oct.  25,  members  of  the  Joliet 
Police  Department  will  contribute 
to  the  event  by  bringing  fatal  vision 
goggles  and  a driving  simulator, 
as  well  as  participating  in  a panel 
discussing  the  consequences  of 
driving  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol. 

On  Tuesday,  Oct.  24,  a student, 
unnamed  by  Dilday,  will  share  his 
struggle  to  get  his  driver's  license 
back  after  receiving  a DUI.  On 
Thursday  Oct.  26,  JJC  Squares, 
a parody  of  the  TV  quiz  show 
Hollywood  Squares,  will  take 
place,  including  JJC  staff  and 
faculty  making  up  the  squares 
and  students  participating  as 
contestants.  Questions  will  be  on 
statistics,  myths  and  social  norms 
relating  to  alcohol  consumption. 

The  overall  message  of 
NCAAW  is  “to  encourage 
responsibility,”  said  Dilday.  "It’s 
not  about  telling  students  not 
to  drink.  If  we  can  make  them 
think  before  they  act,  we’ve 
accomplished  our  goal.” 
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LAKE,  from  page  1 

Preserving  an  ecosystem 

Although  the  committee 
agrees  that  the  lake  needs  a major 
overhaul,  they  maintain  that 
their  goal  is  to  regain  and  protect 
its  natural  state.  JJC's  lake  is  a 
relatively  rare  natural  habitat  for 
lily  pads,  according  to  Mitchell, 
and  the  college  is  aware  of  the 
importance  of  maintaining  it. 

STS  was  chosen  for  the  job 
because  “whatever  they  do,  they 
want  to  keep  the  environment  as 
natural  as  they  can.  The  lily  pads 
will  stay,  the  wildlife  will  stay. 
There  won’t  be  chemicals  used,” 
said  Mitchell. 

As  for  the  effect  this  project 
will  have  on  the  look  of  the 
campus,  Griffis  is  optimistic.  “[It 
will  change]  only  for  the  better,  in 
terms  of  aesthetics.  Depending 
on  what  needs  to  be  done  to 
correct  the  problem,  there  may 
be  some  short  term  ‘ugliness’  to 
solving  the  problem  but  that  will 
soon  give  way  to  a very  pleasant, 
natural  looking  ecosystem  that 
serves  as  a focal  point  for  the 
campus.” 

Rich  Rivera,  Superintendent 


“Long-term  management 
will  ensure  years  of 
maintainance  of  an 
attractive  and  ecologically 
sound  lake.” 

- John  Griffis 


for  Roads  and  Grounds  Services 
points  out  that,  “the  fact  that 
three  members  from  the  Natural 
Science/PE  Department  were 
appointed  to  the  committee 
demonstrates  the  college’s 
ecological  concerns.” 

Rivera  hopes  that  the  use  of 
the  lake  as  a land  laboratory  will 
“support  a more  diverse  biologic 
community  for  the  enjoyment 
and  study  by  our  campus 
community.” 

The  next  step  and  beyond 
The  contract  between  JJC  and 
STS  Consultants  gives  STS  until 
Oct.  3 1 to  finish  collecting  data. 
Once  the  company  has  compiled 
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the  data,  they  will  make  a 
presentation  to  the  committee  on 
their  preferred  plan  of  action  for 
cleaning  the  lake,  and  once  that  is 
decided  upon,  the  actual  cleaning 
will  be  completed,  weather 
permitting,  by  Jan.  31. 

The  cost  for  the  initial  cleaning 
of  the  lake,  not  including  upkeep, 
will  “not  exceed  $12,000.  There’s 
some  money  set  aside  by  the 
Natural  Areas  Committee  for  this 
kind  of  thing,”  said  Mitchell. 

As  for  what  will  be  done 
to  clean  the  lake,  “it  could  be 
anything  from  dredging  the 
lake  to  diverting  tributaries  or 
drainage  from  the  parking  lots,” 
said  Mitchell. 

The  committee  is  “hoping 
that  the  college  decides  to 
take  the  approach  of  long  term 
management  rather  than  a quick 
fix,”  Griffis  said.  “A  quick  fix 
will  only  mean  more  quick  fixes 
over  and  over  in  the  near  future. 
Long  term  management  will 
ensure  years  of  maintenance  of  an 
attractive  and  ecologically  sound 
lake.” 


Running  and  walking  together  for  life 


By  Randal  Donley 

It  was  a sunny  day  to  take 
a walk-  a walk  where  every 
person’s  steps  count  towards 
the  improvement  of  a local  and 
nation-wide  problem  . . . AIDS. 

The  ~ Joliet  Junior  College 
Nursing  Department  contributed 
to  the  lllh  Annual  Regional 
CARE  AIDS  walk  Oct.  7 at  Lewis 
University. 

The  3.1  mile  walk,  which 
wound  through  the  landscaped 
campus,  ended  with  awards, 
refreshments  and  a celebration 
for  all  of  the  participants,  who 
collected  donations  and  pledges 
for  the  themed  event,  “Running 
and  Walking  Together  for  Life.” 

Dr.  Patricia  Langhennig, 
Executive  and  Medical  Director 
of  Regional  CARE  Association, 
is  pleased  with  the  amount  of 
participation  from  JJC  in  the 
past. 


Plwlo  by  Xavier  Duran 

CHALLENGES:  People  of  all  ages  traveled  to  Lewis  University  to 
support  those  who  live  with  AIDS/HIV.  Here,  two  speakers  work  on 
gathering  students  to  take  on  the  ‘pavement’  challenge. 

“We  have  direct  linkage  with  (professor  in  the  Nursing 
JJC  and  they  have  participated 

in  several  health  fairs  and  See  AIDS  WALK, 

AIDS  activities.  Lora  McGuire  p3Qe  6 


Planetarium  returns 


By  Barbara  Mcssel 

It  took  four  months  for  the 
star  projector  from  Joliet  Junior 
College’s  planetarium  to  be 
repaired  and  returned  after  a 
dramatic  fall  in  March. 

The  lift  that  houses  the  projector 
while  it’s  not  in  use,  gave  way 
while  it  was  being  lowered  down. 
The  500  pound  equipment  fell  30 
feet. 

“The  elevator  was  old  and 
it  wasn't  a matter  of  ‘if  but  a 
matter  of  ‘when,’”  said  Arthur 
Maurer,  planetarium  director.  The 
repair  job  was  done  by  the  Spits 
Company  in  Chadds  Ford,  Penn. 

The  planetarium  was  returned 
to  JJC  on  July  10.  Repair  and 
reinstallation  of  the  lift  and  the 
projector  took  two  weeks.  "It  was 
a shame  that  it  took  that  long” 
said  Maurer. 


Since  the  projector  was  still 
under  warranty,  JJC  paid  roughly 
$5,000  of  the  final  bill  which  was 
about  S40,000.  The  elevator  repair 
was  not  covered  by  warranty.  The 
total  cost  of  the  repairs  calculated 
to  still  be  less  than  buying  a new 
projector  and  lift. 

Now  that  the  projector  and  lift 
arc  in  working  condition,  JJC 
will  continue  to  hold  planetarium 
shows  regularly.  “It  is  so  great 
to  have  everything  working", 
said  Maurer.  “The  stars  are  a lot 
sharper  now  and  [the  projector] 
works  wonderfully." 

Planetarium  shows  are  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 
Tuesday’s  all  ages  shows  start 
at  7:30  p.m.  and  Thursday’s 
children's  shows  will  be  showing 
at  6:30  p.m. 


Voluneteer  Fair  draws 
interest  from  students 


By  Charyce  Mcfadyen 

There  was  a steady  pace 
of  students  through  the  main 
concourse  Oct.  4 with  the 
intentions  of  finding  local 
organizations  to  volunteer  their 
time. 

The  Volunteer  Fair  encouraged 
students  to  contribute  simply  their 
personality  and  skills  to  reach  out 
to  the  community.  Many  students 
sought  to  find  opportunities  in  their 
prospective  professional  fields  in 
hopes  of  adding  experience  to 
their  academic  resume. 

Nursing  major,  Kristine  Lyles 
initially  planned  to  just  browse 
by  the  fair.  Because  of  her  hectic 
schedule,  she  has  not  been  able 
to  accommodate  extracurricular 
activities. 

“I  ended  up  volunteering  at 
Silver  Cross  and  Joliet  Hospice," 
said  Lyles.  “I  am  hoping  this  will 
show  how  it  really  is  working 
with  patients  and  in  a medical 
setting.” 

She  figures  that  she  can  spare 
at  least  a Saturday  to  these  worthy 


“I  am  hoping  this  will 
show  how  it  really 
is  working  with 
patients  and  in  a 
medical  setting.” 

- Kristine  Lyles 


causes.  Other  students  who’ve 
devotedly  volunteered  since  high 
school  enlisted  to  help  with  their 
favorite  organizations. 

Second  year  student  John 
Michaels  feels  he  must  be  involved 
with  the  Special  Olympics. 

“They  grow  to  depend  on  you. 
and  you  on  them," 

Pam  Dilday,  director  of  Student 
Activities,  lists  Will  County’s 
Historical  and  Humane  Society, 
Girl  Scouts  of  Trailway  Council, 
Trinity  Services  among  the  many 
others  who  were  active  in  the 
fair. 
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Enrollment  boosts 

JJC  enrollment  numbers  hit  an 
all-time  high  this  semester  with 
14,890  students  according  to  the 
latest  report.  There  are  currently 
118,345  credit  hours,  which  is 
also  a record. 

High  electricity  costs 

Administrators  report  that"  in 
November,  JJC  board  members 
will  be  asked  to  make  a decision 
regarding  a new  electricity 
provider.  ComEd  suggested  a 
hike  in  rates  by  20  to  26  percent. 
JJC  planned  the  current  fiscal 
year  budget  for  a 20  percent 
increase.  There  could  be  an 
increase  of  up  to  $500,000.  Tim 
Kosiek,  assistant  director  of  JJC’s 
physical  plant,  noted  the  $58,000 
September  electric  bill  at  the  last 
board  meeting. 

Donations  wanted 

S.P.R.I.T.E.  club  has  started 
a new  recycling  program.  They 
are  collecting  inkjet  and  laser 


printer  cartridges  as  well  as  cell 
phones  to  be  reused  or  reduced 
for  sontinuing  use.  Drop  offs  can 
be  made  at  the  Early  Childhood 
Center,  room  1001  in  B-building 
to  Donna  Nowdomski. 

Call  280-2280  for  more 
details. 

Free  massage 

Holistic  Wellness  offered  free 
massages  for  students  looking 
for  a stress  reliever  during  Stress 
Relief  Day.  Massages  were  given 
on  the  bridge  Oct.  1 1 between  1 1 
a.m.  and  1 p.m. 

Household  Hazardous 
Waste  Collection  Day 

Joliet  Junior  College,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Will  County 
Land  Use  Department  Waste 
Services  Division,  will  host  a 
Household  Hazardous  Waste 
Collection  Day  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  14,  from  8 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  in 
parking  lot  South- 1 on  the  Main 
Campus,  1215  Houbolt  Road. 


Show  JUCO  spirit 

Students  can  show  spirit 
the  week  of  the  homecoming 
game  by  participating  in 
these  fun  days... 

Monday,  October  1 6 - 
Sports  Day  (wear  a jersey  of 
your  favorite  sport) 

Tuesday,  October  1 7 - 
Decades  Day  (dress  like 
your  favorite  decade) 
Movie  Night  - “Grease” 
will  be  shown  at  7 p.m.  in 
the  grassy  area  outside  T- 
building 

Wednesday,  October  18  - 
Formal  Dress  Day 
Thursday,  October  19  - 
Crazy  Hat/Hair  Day 
Friday,  October  20  - Purple 
and  White  Day 
. . . Leading  up  to  the  annual 
JJC  Homecoming  at  7 p.m.  in 
the  cafeteria  Oct.  20 


It's  a long  road  to 


AIDS 


cure 


AIDS  WALK,  from  page  5 


Department)  often  brings  a team 
to  the  walk  and  encouragement 
from  the  school.” 

The  Regional  CARE 
Association  had  a $20,000  goal, 
which  has  been  a little  under  in 
the  past  according  to  Langhennig, 
but  the  money  raised  stays  within 
the  borders  of  the  community  and 
is  used  to  support  local  services. 
Less  than  15  percent  of  the 
income,  including  business  and 
corporate  sponsorships,  is  used  to 
. fund  event  expenses. 

‘it  (the  money)  supports  a 
little  bit  of  all  of  the  awareness 
preventionside,” said  Langhennig. 
“We  are  very  lucky  in  this  country 
to  have  an  agency  with  a good 
amount  of  public  funding  to  grant 
money  to  sources  and  get  people 
medication.” 

The  Regional  CARE 
Association  has  served  people  in 
the  community  with  HIV/AIDS 
since  1996.  Providing  medical 
and  counseling  services  to  people 
living  with  the  disease,  free 
anonymous  testing,  awareness 
and  prevention  programs. 

“We  love  to  have  people  come 
out  to  walk.  It  happens  rain  or 
shine,”  said  Langhennig.  “We 
listen  to  the  forecast  everyday  but 
we  are  there  either  way,  because 
the  disease  doesn’t  go  away.” 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

Signing  up:  Participants  gather  at  the  main  table  to  sign  up  for  the 
day’s  walk/run. 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

What’s  in  the  water?:  Walkers  excitedly  pose  for  the  camera  while 
they  are  surrounded  by  fellow  suppporters. 
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Walking  the  path:  A group  paces  down  the  University  walkway. 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 
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JJC  THROUGH  A SNAPSHOT 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

HOOKED:  Jo  Tyler  shares  a fishing  pole  at  JJC’s  lake. 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

No  DOGS  TO  FETCH  this  one:  Students  gather  near  South  Lot  2 to  play 
another  competitive  game  of  frisbee. 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

While  his  guitar  gently  weeps:  Rob  Dennison,  a classical  guitar  player,  skillfully 
finger-picks  at  the  guitar  strings  in  the  “No  Talent,  Talent  Show." 
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Ratner’s  ‘X-Men’ 
not  up  to  par 


Features 


REVIEW 


PROFESSOR  SPOTLIGHT 


The  Soundtrack 
Yes,  there  is  a Soundtrack  to  this 
movie.  Mostly  musical  symphonic 
scores  to  intensify  the  ambiance  of 
the  movie,  nothing  by  well  known 
bands.  The  melodies  were  composed 
by  John  Powell. 


By  Rasa  Walilen 


Stephen  Zuro 


US.  Cellular 

We  connect  with  yow. 


getusc.com  • 1-888-buy-uscc 


The  Story 

Chameleon,  juggernaut,  porcupine, 
and  pyro  are  just  a few  examples  of  the 
fascinating  mutants  which  dwell  inside  the 
movie  X-Men  3:  The  Last  Stand , directed 
by  Brett  Ratner.  Bryan  Singer,  the  original 
X-Men  director  was  undertaking  a different 
Marvel  Comic  project.  Superman  Returns. 

For  those  who  aren’t  familiar  with  the 
X-men  series,  X-Men  are  humans  with  a 
mutant  power.  Professor  Charles  Xavier 
(Patrick  Stewart)  owns  a mansion  which 
he’s  transformed  into  a sophisticated 
school  for  his  students  to  learn,  understand 
and  control  their  gifted  powers.  Of  course 
we  have  an  evil  character  Magneto 
(Ian  McKellen),  who  uses  his  mutant 
powers  for  annihilation,  destruction 
and  attempts  to  take  over  the  world. 
Professor  Xavier  and  Magneto  are  in 
war  to  end  all  wars. 

In  this  sequel,  the  mutants  are 
encouraged  to  transform  themselves 
to  normal  humans  with  a brand  new 
cure.  The  relationships  between  the 
creatures  and  man  intensify.  With 
the  demands  straining  the  human 
race.  Professor  Xavier  tries  to 
encourage  peace  and  understanding, 
while  Magneto  deceitfully  plots  and 
a brotherhood  in  defiance 
against  mankind. 

New  characters  Beast  (Kelsey 
Grammer)  and  Juggernaut  (Vinnie 
Jones)  where  brought  in  but  their 
personalities,  temperament  and 
disposition  were  not  completely 
cultivated.  Explosive  scenes  and 
special  effects  left  me  wanting 

The  film  lasted  only  104  minutes. 
I wonder  if  Ratner  had  made  this 
a 2 Vi  hour  movie,  if  the  creatures 
and  scenes  could  have  possibly 
developed  more. 

What  could  have  been  a fabulous 
and  creative  sequel  turned  out  to 
be  an  average  plot  of  good  against 
evil.  If  you’re  an  X-men  fan,  you 
definitely  have  to  see  it  rather 
than  wonder  what  happens  to  our 
immortal  superhero  mutants,  but  I 
must  admit.  I’m  glad  I did  not  go  to 
the  theater  for  this. 

One  more  thing,  while  watching 
this  motion  picture  don’t  stop  the 
DVD  when  the  credits  roll,  at  the 
very  end  is  what  seems  to  be  the 
real  final  scene,  which  leads  on 
the  possibility  of  another  episode 
of  X-Men.  Hopefully  Ratner  will 
step  down  and  allow  Singer  to  take 
back  the  creativity  which  originally 
marveled  us. 

The  DVD 

What  appears  to  be  a DVD 
packed  with  assorted  deleted  and 
alternative  scenes  giving  us  further 
depth  of  various  characters  winds 
up  leaving  us  short  changed.  The 
scenes  seem  to  be  cutting  room 
floor  leftovers  which  are  a letdown 
and  disappointment.  In  the  extras 
there  are  two  commentaries,  the 
usual  language  and  surround  sound 
features. 


By  Amy  Miller 

For  those  who  haven’t  taken  any  of 
Professor  Stephen  Zuro’s  classes,  his  name 
may  be  foreign  to  you.  But  in  addition  to 
being  an  excellent  math  teacher,  many 
brand  him  as  being  honest,  straightforward 
and  always  willing  to  help  out. 

Growing  up  with  seven  brothers,  Zuro’s 
father  owned  a meat-packing  plant  where 
many  of  his  family  members  worked.  He 
figured  he  was  going  to  end  up  working 
there,  too.  Instead,  he  attended  DePaul 
University  to  become  a certified  math  and 
art  teacher. 

Zuro's  courses  range  from  developmental 


to  upper  level  math.  He  was  an  assistant 
professor  five  years  and  then  was  hired 
full-time  at  JJC  two  years  ago. 

Zuro,  45,  married  with  two  teenage 
sons,  currently  resides  in  New  Lenox. 
Outside  of  the  campus  walls  he  enjoys 
exercising,  staying  in  shape  and  reading. 
He  also  volunteers  his  time  for  events  at 
his  children’s  high  school. 

Two  of  his  favorite  quotes  are,  “success 
is  10  percent  inspiration  and  90  percent 
perspiration,”  by  Thomas  Edison  and  “live 
as  if  you  were  to  die  tomorrow.  Learn  as 
if  you  were  to  live  forever,"  by  Mohandas 
Gandhi. 


U.S.  Cellular" gets  me... 
so  I can  get  through 
law  school. 


Achieve  Your  Teaching  Goals! 


Or  you  can  visit 

www.sxu.edu/admission/arcicularion.asp 


Saint  « Xavier  » University 

Chicago  ♦ Orland  Park 

THERE'S  VIRTUE  IN  HARD  WORK. 


Entertainment 


‘it  really  made  me  think  about  the  life 
we  live.  Time  flics  so  fast  and  the  end 
is  coming  so  soon,  so  maybe  we  all 
have  to  treasure  every  second  of  it." 

- Sanal  Shabandi 


“ Shadow  Box  really  puts  life,  death 
ancLwhat  you  do  in  between  into 
perspective,  and  for  a college  student, 
that  can  really  be  life-altering." 

- Natalie  Castro 


“I  loved  it!  The  actors  were  very 
emotional  and  brought  a real 
perspective  to  the  experience.” 

- Claire  Nichols 


Shadow  Box  draws  rave  reviews  from  Honors  students 


Cast  and  crew 
open  up  in  a Q&A 
after  Friday’s 
performance 


By  Mary  Schultz 

John  Downey:  I really  liked  the  set 
design.  Why  did  you  choose  such  a 
simplistic  set? 

Clay  Kirkland  (Director):  Because  for 
me  this  play  is  all  about  the  characters, 
and  the  actors  are  really  what  should  be 
interesting.  I wanted  them  [the  actors ] to 
be  the  real  color,  the  real  voice  of  the  piece, 
so,  that's  why.  Plus  I wanted  to  give  our 
tech  guys  a break  (laughter). 


Joe  Dutra:  I was  wondering  if  any  of 
you  guys  had  any  prior  experience  with 
hospice  or  if  not,  if  you  looked  into  it  for 
the  experience? 

Shane  Tierney  (Narrator):  About  five 
years  ago  my  grandmother  was  in  a hospice 
situation  where  she  had  emphysema  and  she 
was  dying.  It  was  Ash  Wednesday,  and  I 'm 
an  usher  at  my  church  and  my  grandfather 
came  up  to  me  and  he  goes,  " Shane  can 
you  gel  some  ashes  and  come  up  to  my 
house?  " and  I go  "Alright  I 'll  do  that  ” and 
I did  and  I gave  my  grandmother  her  ashes. 
Nine  days  later  my  grandmother  died  and 
I was  the  last  person  to  give  her  ashes, 
and  Holy  Communion  as  well.  So  I just  put 
myself  in  that  situation.  It  urn  really  hard 
for  me  because  again  my  character  shows 
no  emotions  throughout  this  entire  play,  no 
emotion  whatsoever.  But  I had  to  also  be 
able  to  relate  to  each  of  the  characters  to 
understand  where  they  were  coming  from. 

Kristin  Rhoder  (Beverley):  Nobody 
knows  this-  you're  the  first  to  find  out; 
on  Wednesday,  the  day  before  opening 
night,  the  Joliet  hospice,  is  right  -on  my 
way  home,  and  my  car  just  kind  of  started 
steering  that  way,  so  I just  went  with  it.  It  s 
this  long  beautiful  road,  and  you  're  coming 
down  to  this  place  where  people  are  dying. 
Like  they’re  really-  that's  it.  I'm  thinking, 
well,  Beverley  probably  drove  up  this  kind 
of  road  ...  and  I got  a little  tear}’  eyed 
because  I thought,  wow,  there  are  people 
who  are  doing  the  same  thing  we  are  here . 

. . for  real.  It  was  like  I was  traveling  to  the 
end  of  something.  When  I got  there  I got 
out  of  the  car  and  I said  "I'd  like  to  be  a 
volunteer.  " This  experience  has  made  me  a 
little  bit  stronger.  There  s a lot  of  emotional 
issues  you  don 't  want  to  think  about;  you 
don 't  want  to  think  about  people  dying,  you 
don 't  want  to  think  that  one  day  your  mom 
or  dad  could  say  "I  have  two  months  to 
live. " 

Erin  Fogerty:  When  doing  a play  that's 
this  ...  I mean  it’s  fairly  depressing. 
How  do  you  keep  coming  back  day  after 
day? 

Kayla  Yost  (Agnes):  What  I think  about 
personally  is  how  important  this  play  has 
become  to  me.  how  important  the  words 
are  and  the  emotions  and  the  people  and 
the  characters.  I think  about  wanting  to 
share  what  I 've  learned  and  what  1 've  felt 
with  the  audience. 

Kaye  Rodney  Brown  (Maggie):  / found 
myself  in  denial  about  the  play  itself  It  was 
a challenge  for  me  because  I completely 
don't  relate  to  this  character.  I'm  not  a 


mother.  I'm  not  a wife,  I've  never  known 
anyone  who  was  dying ...  I have  a Mexican 
child  . . . (laughter)  but  it  was  a challenge 
because  you  completely  have  to  walk  into 
someone  else's  shoes,  and  feel  all  these 
emotions  and  I didn 't  want  to  feel  them 
because  this  is  just  play,  this  isn 't  real  life.  I 
didn  i want  to  think  about  someone  actually 
going  through  this,  but  I found  that  once  I 
accepted  that  people  go  through  this,  this 
is  real  life,  I found  my  performance  more 
real,  once  I actually  stepped  in  Maggie  s 
position,  but  it  was  very  challenging.  The 
most  challenging  theater  experience  that 
I’ve  ever  had. 

Erin  Fogerty:  So  would  you  say  it’s 
changed  your  outlook  on  life  after  doing 
this  play? 

Jacob  Welch  (Joe):  It  makes  you  think, 
what  am  I doing?  What  s happening?  What 
am  I going  to  be  doing? 

Joe  Dutra:  Some  of  you  perceive  life  in 
a different  way  now,  what  about  death? 
Are  you  more  scared? 

Jim  Polak  (Brian):  / can  talk  this  time. 
I haven 't  talked  yet  (laughter).  I guess  with 
this  play,  recently  I came  to  the  realization 
of  my  own  mortality  sq,  in  terms  of  Brian  s 
character,  I feel  that  if  you  're  afraid  of,  if 
you  spend  your  whole  life  afraid  of  dying, 
you  can 't  really  live  it.  So  once  you  face  the 
fact  that  you  are  dying  and  there  s really 
nothing  you  can  do  about  it,  if  you  just  live 
each  day  you  can  that  you  can  enjoy  it  a 
lot  more.  I feel  like  there’s  a great  burden 
taken  off  my  shoulders' now. 

Matt  Dodge  (Mark):  I've  always  had 
kind  of  a fear  of  death,  but  also,  reading 
the  directors  notes,  it  talked  about  the 
acceptance  and  the  hope,  and  I guess  my 
opinion  has  always  just  been.  yes.  death  is 
great,  and  it  s a terrible  thing  really  for  the 
people  it  affects,  namely  family,  but  really 
it's  the  one  thing  that  gives  your  life  its 
only  meaning  because  without  death,  your 
life  really  would  just  be  worthless.  / mean, 
what  would  be  the  point?  You  wouldn't 
have  to  worry  about  what  you  had  to  get 


j Shadow  Boxurs:  Cast  and  crew  from  left:  Standing;  Steve  Jasinski.  Cassie  Mallady,  Summer  Fei 
Welch,  Kayla  Yost,  Mark  Wietting,  Jaime  Vargas,  Katherine  Brisick.  Shane  Tierney,  Malt  Dodge, 
Margy  Simco.  Seated:  Kaye  Brown.  Kristin  Rhoder,  Jim  Polak.  Laying:  Clay  Kirkland. 


accomplished  in  a day  or  what  you  had  to 
do  if  you  were  never  going  to  die,  because, 
you've  got  all  the  lime  in  the  world. 
Although  the  prospect  of  the  unknown  has 
is  frightening,  that  s just  the  way  it  j?  always 
been  for  me. 

Diana  Arango  (Assistant  stage  manager): 


Photo  Curtesy  ofJJC  Fine  Arts  Department 


My  brothers  have  always  told  me,  the  only 
thing  that  s sure  in  life  is  thut  you  ’re  gonna 
to  die.  Its  the  only  certain  thing  in  life,  is 
that  you  ’re  gonna  die. 

Kaye  Rodney  Brown  (Maggie):  You  can 
avoid  taxes  though  (laughter). 


Attention  Early  Childhood 
and  Elementary  Education 
Majors:  Turn  your  A. A. 
or  A.S.  into  a B.S.  in  two 


or  more  years! 


In  two  more  years,  MVCC  students  who  have  earned 
an  Associate  of  Arts  or  Science  degree  can  complete 
a Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Elementary  or  Early 
Childhood  Education  at  Saint  Xavier  University. 


Questions? 


Contact  Laura  Cole 

(773  ) 298-3005  or 
cole@sxu.edu 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


‘Lake  House’  a unique  love  story 


By  Rasa  Whalen 


The  Story 

Could  we  ever  experience  a 
time  warp  through  a mysterious 
magical  mailbox?  If  we  allow 
our  imaginations  to  run  wild, 
escaping  into  The  Lake  House,  it’s 
almost  plausible.  Keanu  Reeves 
and  Sandra  Bullock  star  in  this 
cleverly  constructed  time  travel 
love  story  which  touches  your 
inner  soul,  directed  by  Alejandro 
Agresti. 

Kate  (Sandra  Bullock)  leaves 
a message  for  the  next  tenant  of 
het  rented  house  on  stilts.  When 
Alex  (Keanu  Reeves)  receives  the 
note  from  Kate,  he  is  puzzled  to 
find  out  that  the  house  has  been 


vacant  for  years.  He  questions  the 
year  2006  in  the  date,  knowing 
it  is  actually  the  year  2004.  He 
replies  to  Kate  and  begins  a 
correspondence  which  slowly 
captivates  the  two  of  them. 
The  messages  between  the 
are  carried  out  with  a 
delightful  conversational 
style  which  adds  a 
significant  flair  to  the 
film. 

As  we  watch  the 
plot  unfold  we  find 
the  two  of  them 
unknowingly  falling 
in  love  with  each  other. 
Alex  becomes  aware  of 
Kate’s  presence  and  has  some 
opportunities  to  meet  with 
her.  He  cannot  forget  even  a 
memorable  kiss  that  captures 
his  heart.  The  faded  message 
painted  on  a building  surprises 
Kate  on  their  walk  ‘together,’ 
and  the  thoughtfulness  of  Alex 
planting  Kate’s  favorite  trees  in 
front  of  her  apartment  building 
shows  the  emergences  of  his 
love. 

Every  detail  is  masterfully  and 
thoughtfully  placed.  If  you  don’t 
pay  attention  to  all  of  the  little 
details,  their  meanings  could  be 
lost;  each  deals  with  the  future  or 
the  past. 

As  their  conversations  continue, 
their  love  for  each  other  begins 
to  intertwine  and  develop.  Alex 
decides  the  two  of  them  should 


finally  meet  in  person,  in  Kate's 
time.  Would  the  two  spoil  their 
relationship  by  chancing  a 
meeting  in  the  future?  Or  would 
their  bond  continue  to  grow? 

This  motion  picture  gives  us  a 
taste  of  how  older  nostalgic  films 
used  to  be,  filled  with  depth, 
feeling,  and  heart.  The  Lake 
House  was  based  on  a Korean 
film  titled  II  Mare  and  directed  by 
Lee  Hyun-Seung.  I personally 
wouldn’t  give  this  movie  a five 
star  rating,  but  1 believe  it’s  a rare 
gem  definitely  worth  watching  on 
a lazy,  rainy  Sunday  afternoon. 

The  DVD 

There  wasn’t  a commentary  on 
the  DVD  from  the  director  in  the 
special  features.  However,  it  did 
have  a handful  of  deleted  scenes 
and  your  usual  language  features. 
1 personally  wasn’t  expecting 
anything  more  than  that  from  this 
type  of  film  since  there  weren’t 
any  special  effects  which  knocked 
your  socks  off  as  the  ones  in  The 
Matrix  did. 

The  Soundtrack 
This  soundtrack  is  filled  with 
songs  by  Rachel  Portman,  but 
also  has  some  titles  from  Paul 
McCartney,  The  Clientele,  Nick 
Drake,  Eels  and  Carole  King.  The 
music  is  romantic  and  passionate 
and  is  successful  in  giving  us 
some  delectable  mood  music  for 
the  setting. 
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Eastern  Illinois  University 

renut:.  Charleston,  Illinois  619203U99 


The  Degree 
of  Choice 


AT  THE  OPEN  HOUSE  YOU  CAN: 

• DISCUSS  COLLEGE  COSTS...  find 
out  what  financial  assistance  is 
available,  including 
scholarships. 

• MEET  WITH  A COUNSELOR... 

receive  a credit  evaluation  . 

• TALK  TO  FACULTY...  get  first-hand 
information  on  USF  programs  and 
courses. 

RSVP  TODAY: 

it  (800)735-7500 


WHy  CHOOSE  USF: 

• CONVENIENCE:  Courses 
offered  at  night,  on 
weekends,  online,  and 
locations  near  you. 

• QUALITY:  Dedicated  and 
experienced  faculty  bring 
current  real-world  concepts 
to  the  classroom. 

• REALITY:  What  you  learn  in 
class  today,  you  put  to  work 
tomorrow. 

• OPPORTUNITY:  A degree  from 
USF  opens  doors  to  your 
future.  Join  our  34,000  alumni 
who  are  experts  in  their  field. 


UNIVERSITY  OF 

ST.  FRANCIS, 


Couric  ain’t  kickin’  it 


Sure  many  can  say  all  they 
want  about  Meredith  Viera. 

“She  is  out  of  her  element. 

She’s  no  Katie  Couric.”  To 
those  who  say  that  I reply: 

Katie  Couric  is  no  newswoman 

Couric  spent  1 5 years 
as  co-host  of  NBC’s  morning 
“news”  show  The  Today  Show. 

In  fact,  she  announced  her  departure 
from  the  top  national  morning  show  on  the  day  of  her  15th 
anniversary.  “Sometimes  I think  change  is  a good  thing,” 
she  said.  “Although  it  may  be  terrifying  to  get  out  of  your 
comfort  zone,  it’s  very  exciting  to  start  a new  chapter  in 
your  life.” 

There’s  the  problem.  She’s  out  of  her  comfort  zone, 
doing  something  that  she  has  been  untested  in.  With 
the  obvious  exception  of  9/1 1 , Couric  has  never  had  to 
report  any  hard  news.  The  hardest  news  she  had  to  report 
on  Today  was  discovering  the  regular  people  standing 
outside  the  studio  or  debating  over  her  38  or  so  hairstyle 
changes  she  went  through  over  the  years. 

The  debut  of  CBS  Evening  News  with  Katie  Couric  was 
the  number  one  national  news  program,  which  edged  both 
NBC  and  ABC  down  one  place,  with  an  average  of  10.1 
million  viewers,  an  almost  3 million  jump  from  previous 
newscasts  before  Couric.  However,  the  second  week  took 
a big  hit.  CBS  Evening  News  just  barely  stayed  number 
one  with  only  a 7.88  million  viewer  average;  NBC  had 
7.83  million.  Then,  people  wised  up. 

NBC  News  with  Brian  Williams  took  back  first  place 
with  an  8.2  million  viewer  average,  while  Couric  dropped 
to  second  with  7.7  million  viewers.  The  interesting  part  is 
not  the  first  place/second  place  margin — it’s  the  second 
place/third  place  margin:  ABC  World  News  with  Charles 
Gibson  averaged  7.6  million  viewers.  Can  I stop  talking 
now?  Because  the  numbers  seem  to  speak  for  themselves! 
But  I will  continue. 

Couric  is  not  a journalist,  at  least  not  up  front.  Her 
sole  purpose  on  Today  was  to  entertain  and  give  people 
a perky  start  to  their  day.  How  is  reporting  the  latest  car 
bomb  attack  in  Iraq  entertainment?  Hard  to  give  a toothy 
grin  reporting  the  number  of  deaths  overseas  for  the  day. 

I will  give  her  this  much:  she  is  giving  an  effort.  If  I 
had  to  dress  up  every  Halloween  morning  at  5 a.m.  in 
a costume  even  more  ridiculous  than  the  last  year  for 
15  years,  I’d  want  a change,  too.  Couric  also  may  have 
been  on  her  way  up  the  journalistic  ladder  to  hard  news 
broadcast  journalism  but  got  caught  doing  Today.  Things 
like  that  happen  in  journalism:  you  get  stuck  doing 
something  you  don’t  want  to.  I know  that  I may  want  to 
be  reviewing  films  for  the  Chicago  Tribune  in  ten  years 
but  will  get  stuck  covering  the  Cubs  for  15. 

Still,  a light  bulb  is  never  bought  and  sold  without  being 
tested  for  overheating.  So  why  try  just  twisting  it  in  and 
flicking  the  switch,  hoping  it  will  bum  bright?  Couric 
should’ve  just  co-hosted  instead. 

Now  we  can  just  wait  for  Couric  to  bum  out. 


Photo  courtesy  Wikipedia 
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Wolves  winning  streak  halted  at  three 


By  .Jim  Sheldon 

Entering  the  last  two  weeks 
of  the  season,  the  Joliet  Junior 
College's  women’s  soccer  team 
will  look  to  improve  their  3-7 
record.  After  losing  their  first 
six  games,  the  Lady  Wolves 
strung  together  three  consecutive 
victories. 

!n  their  most  recent  match  on 
Oct.  6,  the  Lady  Wolves  traveled 
to  Harper  College  and  were  shut 
out  5-0  by  the  Hawks,  ending 
their  three-game  winning  streak. 

Prior  to  their  game  against 
Harper,  the  Lady  Wolves 
defeated  N4C  conference 
opponent  Triton  College  on  the 
road,  3-2.  Sophomores  Lindsey 
McCormack  and  Amy  Younker 


each  scored  a goal  and  added  an 
assist.  Goalkeepers  Kathy  Kasher 
and  Dina  Klahn  combined  for 
seven  saves  in  the  victory. 

Prior  to  the  game  against 
Triton,  the  Lady  Wolves  defeated ' 
South  Suburban  at  Joliet  Park 
District  field  on  Sept.  25.  They 
shut  out  the  Bulldogs  3-0.  Lindsey 
McCormack  led  the  way  scoring 
two  goals  and  adding  an  assist. 
Amy  Younker  scored  one  goal 
and  added  an  assist.  Goalkeeper 
Kathy  Kasher  had  nine  saves  for 
the  Lady  Wolves. 

On  Sept.  22,  the  Lady  Wolves 
collected  their  first  win  of  the 
season,  defeating  N4C  conference 
opponent  Triton  College  4-2. 
Younker  led  the  way  scoring  two 


goals.  McCormack  and  Brandy 
Marsh  scored  one  goal  each. 
Kasher  had  four  saves  for  the 
Lady  Wolves. 

The  Lady  Wolves  have  four 
games  remaining  in  their  season. 
The  first  two  are  on  the  road 
against  N4C  conference  opponent 
College  of  DuPage  on  Wednesday, 
Oct.  11,  and  South  Suburban 
College  on  Friday.  Oct.  13,  with 
kickoffs  set  for  3:30  p.m. 

The  final  two  games  will  be 
played  at  Joliet  Park  District  field. 
The  Lady  Wolves  will  face  Scott 
Community  College  on  Monday, 
Oct.  16,  with  kickoff  set  for  4 
p.m.  and  Waubonsec  College  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  1 8,  with  kickoff 
set  for  3:30  p.m. 


Pliolo  courtesy  of  JJC's  Athletic  Department 
BEND  IT  LIKE  . . . : The  fall  2006  Joliet  Junior  College  Women’s  soccer  team. 


Athletes  1 issue 


Wolves’  defender  Javier  Del 
Toro  is  the  Male  Athlete  of  the 
Issue  after  helping  his  team 
cam  home  field  advantage 
throughout  the  regional 
playoffs. 

Freshman  Del  Toro,  from 
Joliet  Township  H.S.,  scored  7 
of  his  14  goals  in  two  games. 
On  Sept.  27,  in  a 4-3  loss  to 
N4C  conference  opponent 
Triton  College,  Del  Toro  scored 
all  three  of  the  Wolves  goals. 
On  Sept.  1,  in  an  11-1  victory 
against  Kankakee  Community 
College,  Del  Toro  led  the  way 
Javier  Del  Toro  scoring  four  goals  and  tallying 
one  assist. 

For  the  season,  Del  Toro  leads  the  Wolves  in  scoring  with  35 
points  and  is  ranked  fourth  in  the  nation  in  Division  III,  NJCAA 
scoring  with  14  goals  and  7 assists. 


Kimberly  King 


Kimberly  King,  a 5- 
foot  8-inch  freshman  from 
Bolingbrook  H.S.,  is  the 
Female  Athlete  of  the  Issue 
after  her  performance  against 
Waubonsee  College  on  Oct.  4. 

In  a 30-24,  30-23,  22-30, 
30-26  victory  over  Waubonsee 
College,  King  led  the  Lady 
Wolves  offense  with  15  kills, 
and  led  the  defense  with  22 
digs.  In  the  Lady  Wolves 
previous  game  against  N4C’ 
conference  opponent  Harper 
College  on  Sept.  28  , King  had 
a strong  performance  providing 
43  digs  in  a 30-28 ) 19-30,  24- 
30,  20-30  loss  to  Harper. 


Upcoming  games  for  JJC’s  Women’s  Soccer 


Oct.  11:  College  Of  DuPage,  AWAY  @3:30  p.m. 


Oct.  13:  South  Suburban  College,  AWAY  @ 
3:30  p.m. 

Oct.  16:  Scott  Community  College,  HOME  @ 
4:00  p.m. 


Oct.  18:  Waubonsee  College,  HOME  @ 3:30  p.m. 

Note:  All  home  games  are  played  at  the  Joliet  Park  District  field  on  McDonough  Street. 
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Wolves  improve  to  5-1  with  win  over  Wildcats 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

The  JJC  Wolves  ran  past 
North  Iowa  Area  Community 
College,  40-20,  on  Oct.  7 at 
Joliet  Memorial  Stadium  to  run 
their  record  to  5-1  in  the  Midwest 
Football  Conference. 

The  Wolves  were  led  by 
quarterback  Jason  Schlueter  and 
running  backs  Anthony  Stewart 
and  Terry  Cotton. 

Schlueter  hit  12-of-21  passes 
for  144  yards,  passing  for  one 
score  and  running  for  another. 
Stewart  ran  for  two  scores  of  7 
and  11  yards  while  gaining  101 
yards  on  the  ground.  Cotton  ran 
for  1 08  yards  on  only  four  carries, 
including  a long  run  of  59  yards. 

The  Wolves  have  two  games 
remaining  before  the  start  of  the 
playoffs.  They  will  travel  to  the 
College  of  DuPage  on  Oct.  14, 
with  kickoff  slated  for  1 p.m. 
They  will  also  host  Grand  Rapids 
Community  College  on  Oct.  21, 
with  kickoff  slated  for  6 p.m.  at 
Joliet  Memorial  Stadium. 

After  getting  off  to  a 3-0  start 
this  year,  the  Wolves  seemed 
destined  for  a perfect  season. 
However,  their  winning  streak 
came  to  an  end  on  Sept.  23  when 
the  Wolves  hosted  Iowa  Central 
Community  College. 

The  Wolves  lost  18-13, 
dropping  their  record  to  3-1. 
Schlueter,  passed  for  243  yards 
and  rushed  for  the  only  touchdown 
for  the  Wolves.  Kicker  Steve 
Ivanisevic  connected  on  two  field 
goals  to  provide  the  rest  of  the 
scoring  for  the  Wolves.  Jeremy 
Gettis  led  all  receivers  with  four 
catches  for  96  yards.  On  defense, 


Eric  Small  had  all  team-high  with 
seven  tackles. 

On  Sept.  30,  the  Wolves 
traveled  to  Wahpeton,  N.D., 
looking  to  rebound  after  their  first 
loss  of  the  season.  The  Wolves 


defeated  MFC  opponent  North 
Dakota  State  College  of  Science 
28-12  to  improve  their  record  to 
4-1. 

Cotton,  had  95  yards  on 
the  ground  and  scored  two 


touchdowns.  Schluetercompleted 
15  of  33  passes  for  198  yards  and 
one  touchdown.  Running  back, 
Wayne  Spires,  scored  a 4-yard 
touchdown  to  provide  the  rest 
of  the  scoring. 


The  Wolves  intercepted  North 
Dakota  three  times.  Marcus 
Minor  had  two  interceptions  and 
Eric  Bogan  also  contributed  an 
interception.  Mark  Dietz  led  the 
team  with  nine  tackles. 


Catching  some  air:  Freshman  defender  Dexter  Phol°  by  M,ke  DlNovo 
Tobie  flies  high  aginst  Harper  College  Oct.  6. 


Strength  not  only  in  numbers 


could  ““ ““ *“ ^ ^ 

Eone  “With  onjy  15  players  on  the 

way,” 

said,  roster,  1 consider  it  a great 
"re  achievement  to  be  in  the 
position  we  are." 

- Coach  Cris  Trilio 


The  Joliet  Junior  College  men’s 
soccer  team  has  earned  home 
field  advantage  throughout  the 
regional  playoffs,  which  are  set  to 
open  on  Oct.  25. 

The  Wolves  will  host  a yet-to- 
be  determined  opponent  at  2 p.m. 
that  Wednesday  at  the  Joliet  Park 
District  field  on  McDonough 
Street. 

With  three  games  remaining  on 
their  schedule,  all  home  games, 
the  Wolves  men  are  6-5-2.  Their 
record  assures  them  the  No.  1 
seed  among  the  five  Division  III 
colleges  that  compete  in  Region 
IV. 

Coach  Cris  Trilio  noted  that  his 
current  team  has  achieved  a high 
level  despite  not  being  strong  in 
numbers. 

“With  only  15  players  on 
the  roster,  I consider  it  a great 
achievement  to  be  in  the  position 
we  are,”  Trilio  said. 

In  their  most  recent  match,  the 
Wolves  fell  at  home  1-0  to  Harper 
on  Friday,  Oct.  6,  in  a game  that 
could  be  a preview  of  the  regional 
final. 

Trilio  said  the  game  was  well 
played  by  both  teams. 


“It 
have 
either 
Trilio 
“We 
teams) 

pretty  equal. 

I thought  it 
would  be  a 1-0 
game.” 

Trilloadded 
that  despite 
the  loss,  the  Wolves  played  a 
sound  game. 

“We  missed  some  very  good 
opportunities,”  Trilio  said. 
“Sometimes  the  ball  goes  in  and 
sometimes  it  doesn’t.  But  I’m 
glad  my  (goal)  keeper  kept  us  in 
the  game.” 

Trilio  said  it  is  very  possible 
that  the  two  teams  could  play  for 
the  regional  championship. 

Prior  to  the  match  with 
Harper,  the  Wolves  tied  College 
of  DuPage,  0-0,  at  DuPage,  on 
Friday,  Sept.  29,  and  tied  the 
College  of  Lake  County,  1-1 , in  a 
home  match  on  Monday,  Oct.  2. 

Javier  Del  Toro,  a freshman 
defender  from  Joliet  Township 
High  School,  leads  the  Wolves 


in  scoring  with  35  points  and  is 
ranked  fourth  in  the  nation  in 
Division  III,  NJCAA  scoring  with 
14  goals  and  7 assists.  (See  this 
issue’s  Male  Athlete.) 

Trilio  noted  that  Del  Toro  has 
been  outstanding  in  helping  to 
lead  the  team  to  its  number  one 
seed  in  the  upcoming  playoffs. 

The  Wolves’  remaining  games 
will  all  be  played  at  the  Joliet 
Park  District  field,  with  kickoffs 
set  for  3:30  PM.  The  first  of  the 
three  remaining  matches  will  be 
a rematch  against  the  College  of 
DuPage.  Wednesday,  Oct.  1 1 . The 
Wolves  will  then  host  Waubonsee 
College,  Friday,  Oct.  13,  and 
Kankakee  Community  College, 
Tuesday,  Oct.  17. 
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riday  night  dinner  series 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 


smoked  what?:  Bob  Murphy,  a former  JJC  math  professor,  enjoys 
Riesling  Marinated  Cold  Smoked  Salmon  over  a toasted  Caraway 
Savoy  Cabbage  Salad  appetizer  


By  Mary  Schultz 

Looking  for  a new  way 
to  spend  your  Friday 
nights? 

Joliet  Junior  College’s 
Culinary  Arts  Department 
holds  the  Friday  Night  Out 
Dinner  Series,  started  by  Chef 
Kyle  Richardson,  weekly  at 
5:30  p.m.  Dishes  are  prepared 
by  the  Culinary  Arts  Friday 
Night  Dinner  class  and  their 
supervising  chefs. 

“1  would  like  to  personally 
welcome  everyone  to  come 
out  and  experience  the  Friday 
Night  Out  Dinner  Series.  It  is  a 
meal  you  will  not  forget,”  says 
Chef  Tim  Bucci,  Culinary  Arts 
instructor  and  teacher  of  the 
Friday  Night  Dinner  class. 

“Everything  is  made  fresh, 
from  breads  through  desserts.  It 
is  a flavor  experience  you  will 
never  forget  at  an  affordable 
price,”  Bucci  said. 

Held  at  the  JJC  Renaissance 
Center  in  the  heart  of  downtown 
Joliet,  Friday  Night  Out  has 
enjoyed  a good  turn  out  this  year, 
according  to  Bucci,  and  feedback 
has  been  very  positive. 

“I  usually  like  to  talk  to  the 
guests  at  the  end  of  the  night  with 
time  permitting,”  said  Bucci. 
“They  appreciate  the  variety  and 
bringing  something  different  to 
the  area.” 

It’s  not  just  the  attendees  who 
benefit  from  the  night’s  festivites 
every  week.  Culinary  Arts 
students  get  a unique  learning 
environment  as  well,  which  will 
prepare  them  for  their  future 
careers. 

“They  do  leam  the  basic 
techniques  as  they  progress,  but 
the  experience  in  the  Friday 
Night  Dinner  class  is  as  close  to 
a restaurant  setting  as  you  could 
get,”  Bucci  said. 


who  needs  iron  chef?:  Mary  Lou  Rutherford.  JJC  alumnist  of  ‘77, 
enjoys  a Braised  Oxtail  served  “Sauerbraten  Style." 


Menu  from  Oct.  20 


APPETIZERS 

Coconut  Macadamia  Nut  Chicken 
Blackened  Tuna  Loin 
Smoke  BBQ  Baby  Back  Ribs 
SOUP  OF  THE  DAY 
Roasted  Duck  Consomirtd 
SALADS 

Field  Greens  w/  Citrus  and  White  Balsamic  Vinaigrette 
Warm  Asparagus  & Shiitake  Mushroom 


ENTREES 

Garlic  Shrimp  Linguine 
Rosemary  Cider  Maple  Braised  Chicken 
Tasmanian  Ocean  Trout 
Grilled  Beef  Tenderloin 

Rack  of  Lamb  with  Rosemary  White  Wine  Sauce 
Herb  Rubbed  Pork  Chop 
Sauteed  Florida  Grouper 
Sautded  Pheasant  Breast 


DESSERTS 

Each  week  Bake  Shoppe  staff  prepares  a variety  des- 
serts. The  dessert  cart  is  brought  tableside  for  personal 
selection. 

There  is  a variety  of  after-dinner  drinks,  freshly  brewed 
coffee  or  cappuccino. 

Call  (815)  280-1406  for  information  and  reservations 
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Opinion 


Energy  drinks  nothing  but  a bunch  of  ‘bull’ 


Bar-goers  mix  them  with  vodka  to 
stay  up  and  party  longer.  Students 
drink  them  to  help  pull  all-night 
study  sessions.  Many  athletes  down 
them  to  boost  performance. 

So-called  energy  drinks  — the 
newest  breed  of  concoctions 
with  stiff  doses  of  caffeine,  sugar 
and  a mixture  of  herbs  and  other 
substances  — are  steadily  becoming 
the  younger  generation’s  pick-me- 
up  of  choice. 

A visitor  to  a typical  classroom 
at  Joliet  Junior  College  will  notice 
more  than  a few  students  with 
energy  drinks  at  their  lips.  Twenty 
years  ago,  a visitor  would  have  seen 
a room  full  of  Styrofoam  coffee 
cups;  five  years  ago,  a room  full  of 
Starbucks  cups. 

Since  coffee  addictions  apparently 
weren’t  enough  for  the  marketing 
world,  a Las  Vegas-based  beverage 
maker  has  decided  to  create  a whole 
new  kind  of  addiction  by  concocting 
an  energy  drink  titled  ‘Cocaine:  The 
Legal  Alternative.'  If  they  really 
wanted  to  be  outrageous,  they 


should  have 
called  their 
new  brew 
‘Drink  This, 

Get  Addicted,  See  Your 
Life  Go  To  Hell  and 
End  Up  Dead,  Broke 
and/or  In  Rehab.’  Now 
that  v/ould  make  it  a big 
seller,  especially  among 
over-caffeinated  college 
students. 

No,  the  drink  doesn’t 
have  any  actual  cocaine 
in  it,  or  even  a derivative 
thereof. 

It’s  supposed  to 
resemble  the  Red  Bull 
energy  drinks  you  see 
in  the  ‘stop  and  robs;’ 
drinks  that  purport  to  be 
full  of  ‘mysterious’  energy-giving 
ingredients  from  the  Far  East,  but  are 
really  just  stuffed  with  caffeine  and 
sugar.  But  throw  the  word  cocaine 
into  the  title  and  suddenly  consumers 
are  more  attracted  to  a drink  that 
claims  to  be  more  powerful  than  the 


other  myriad 
energy 
drinks. 

In  the 
advertising  world, 
anything  ‘street’ 

is  believed  to  be 
irresistible  to  teens  and 
young  adults,  especially 
those  who  don’t  live 
on  or  anywhere  near  a 
‘street,’  aka  middle-class 
suburban  kids.  Do  you 
think  a real  cocaine  user 
is  going  anywhere  near 
this  drink?  Uh  . . . no.  A 
true  coke  user  is  going  to 
be  confifsed  by  a can  of 
‘Cocaine’.  “I  don’t  get 
it,  man.  Do  you  smoke  it 
or  sniff  it?” 

By  going  for  such  a laughably 
outrageous  name,  the  company  is 
saying  to  its  customers,  “We  assume 
that  you  ’re  stupid  enough  to  swallow 
the  idea  that  an  energy  drink  named 
after  an  addictive  and  expensive 
stimulant  is  cool,  even  though  it 


basically  has  the  same  stuff  in  it  as 
Mountain  Dew.”  Doesn’t  that  tick 
you  off? 

But  the  real  question  may  be, 
“Why  do  18,  19  and  20  year  olds 
need  an  artificial  pick-me-up  in  the 
morning,  anyway?” 

Listen  people,  we’re  young. 
We’re  supposed  to  already  have  this 
energy.  The  ‘funk’  younger  college 
students  feel  is  not  a lack  of  energy. 
It’s  a lack  of  interest  in  life.  So  stop 
wasting  your  money  on  $3  energy 
drinks  and  go  figure  out  what  you 
want  to  do  with  your  lives,  okay? 

I would  think  the  makers  of 
Cocaine  could  at  least  do  us  all 
a favor  and  not  stop  at  merely 
borrowing  the  name  of  a horribly 
addictive,  life-destroying  drug.  Go 
with  the  inevitable  consequences  as 
well. 

We  are  offended  by  ‘Cocaine.’ 
We’re  offended  that  a company 
clearly  aimed  for  ‘street  cred’  in  the 
drug  world. 

So,  is  anyone  up  for  a can  of  ‘Hey, 
My  Nose  is  Bleeding’? 
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Halloween  decorations:  more  treats,  less  tricks  please 


1 enjoyed  Halloween  when  I was  little 
as  much  as  the  next  seven-year-old  girl 
who  loved  any  reason  to  dress  up  and  eat 
too  much  candy,  and  1 don’t  think  little 
girls  today  are  much  different. 

1 suppose  that  the  same  fascination  with 
blood  and  gore  existed  when  1 was  young 
too,  but  I’ve  found  myself  surprised  at  the 
decorations  I’ve  seen  on  sale  these  past 
few  Halloween  seasons.  It  seems  to  me 
that  October  has  become  a much  bloodier 
month  over  the  years. 

I’m  all  for  pumpkin  carving,  hay  bails 
and  even  a mischievous  witch  or  friendly 
ghost,  but  some  of  the  decorations  I’ve 
seen  this  year  are,  in  my  opinion,  way  too 
much  for  public  viewing.  Why  is  this  kind 
of  gruesome  imagery  okay  for  children  to 
see  on  their  neighbor’s  front  lawn  when 
they  aren’t  allowed  see  the  same  thing  in 
a horror  movie  in  the  theaters? 

Seriously,  if  it  weren’t  October, 
wouldn’t  a dismembered  torso  spilling 
entrails  across  the  neighbor’s  flower  bed 
make  you  pause? 

Children  should  not  be  seeing  the  kind 


Mary  Schultz 


of  disturbing  imagery  that  has  become 
acceptable  front  lawn  fair.  Whether  real 
or  not,  dismembered  bodies  are  simply 
not  child-appropriate. 

Why  has  Charlie  Brown’s  Great 
Pumpkin  become  the  brains-trailing 
head  of  some  deranged  version  of 
Halloween  hijinks? 

I know  the  origins  of  Halloween  are 
not  exactly  child  friendly.  History.com 
traces  trick  or  treating  back  to  All  Saints 
day  in  England. 

“Poor  citizens  would  beg  for  food  and 


families  would  give  them  pastries  called 
‘soul  cakes’  in  return  for  their  promise  to 
pray  for  the  family’s  dead  relatives.” 

Remember  that  one  the  next  time  a trick 
or  heater  isn’t  happy  with  your  candy 
choice-  you  may  be  dooming  ancestors 
past . . . 

The  very  hilarity  of  that  statement  shows 
how  far  we’ve  come  from  the  original 
rituals  and  customs  of  Halloween,  so  why 
won’t  we  break  from  the  blood  and  gore 
as  well? 

Why  not  allow  Halloween  to  become  a 
pleasant,  fun  time  for  children  to  dress  up 
and  eat  candy  without  being  scared  half 
to  death  by  a distasteful  interpretation  of 
Halloween  cheer? 

What  was  so  wrong  with  just  slapping  a 
pumpkin  cover  on  the  porch  light,  cotton 
cobwebs  on  the  shrubs,  and  a witch’s 
costume  on  the  decorative  goose  lawn 
ornament?  Why  not  let  the  trick  or  treaters 
sleep  through  the  night  and  forego  Bloody 
Bob  the  Dismembered  Corpse? 

Let  them  have  their  candy  and  stay  a 
little  younger  for  another  year. 


uestion  of  the  issue.What  are  your  Halloween  traditions? 


“Me  and  my 
husband  and  all 
the  kids  dress  up 
and  try  to  scare  the 
trick-or-treatcrs. 
Then  for  dinner 
we  have  monster 
hands,  eyeballs, 
guts  and  brains!” 

- Laurie  Cooney 


“I  usually  stay 
home  and  watch  the 
kid's  costumes  and 
scare  them.” 

- Carlos  Sanchez 


Keep  reading!  >» 


“I  go  trick-or- 
treating  with 

family 

Kat  Stravkova 
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Point-Counter-Point 

What’s  the  deal  with  shopping  till  you  drop? 


A recent  article  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  stated  that 
the  American  Psychiatric  Association  was  considering 
adding  obsessive  shopping  to  the  fifth  edition  of  the 
Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of  Mental  Disorders. 

The  DSM  is  the  descriptions  and  guidelines  with 
which  psychiatrists  diagnose  mental  disorders.  Later,  the 
APA  refuted  the  widely  circulated  media  claims,  issuing 
a statement  saying  “there  arc  no  plans  or  processes  ...  to 
add  compulsive  shopping  to  the  list  of  mental  disorders 
in  the  next  edition  of  [the  DSM].” 

Still,  the  original  Tribune  article  stirred  up  some 
thinking  inside  my  cranium.  The  thought  of  someone 
compulsively  buying  material  goods  that  do  not  aid  or 
provide  proper  sustenance  to  the  lengthening  of 


5®* 


Matt  Sheehan 


Mary  Schultz 


Recently,  compulsive  shopping  has  been  in  the  news. 
iife  or  survival  of  the  human  species  as  being  mentally  Although  the  claims  were  refuted  later,  a rumor  circu- 
ill  is  provocative.  lated  that  the  American  Psychiatric  Association  would  addictive  substances  such 


Compulsive  shopping  is  not  a disease.  It  is  a symptom 
of  a disease.  There's  no  reason  to  classify  a behavior 
that  comes  as  a result  of  emotional  turmoil  as  a disease 
itself,  simply  so  one  doesn’t  have  to  deal  with  said 
emotional  turmoil.  This  is  a dangerous  road  to  travel, 
because  the  more  we  decide  that  it’s  okay  to  bypass  the 
real  issues  in  favor  of  those  that  are  more  easily  treated 
or  accepted,  the  worse  our  collective  mental  health  will 
become. 

I gel  the  feeling  that  people  think  a compulsive 
behavior  carries  fewer  stigmas  than  a depressive 
disorder.  Dealing  with  surface  behaviors  has  become 
common  practice  when  dealing  with  emotional 
disorders,  but  how  much  good  does  it  do? 

Certainly,  compulsive  disorders  having  to  do  with 
nicotine  or  heroine  must  have 


MedicineNet.com  defines  a mental  illness  as  “any 
disease  or  condition  affecting  the  brain  that  influences 
the  way  a person  thinks,  feels,  behaves  and/or  relates  to 
others  and  to  his  or  her  surroundings." 

That  definition  would  easily  classify  compulsive 
shopping  as  a mental  disorder:  buying  items  without 


declare  compulsive  shopping  a mental  disorder. 
This  raised  the  question  amoung  our  staff: 

Is  compulsive  shopping  a mental  illness? 


behavioral  treatments,  but  the  emotional  motivation  cannot 
be  ignored,  or  else  no  addict  would  ever  kick  the  habit. 

The  TV  show  Monk  has  done  wonders  for  the  quirky 
appeal  of  obsessive  compulsive  disorder,  so  when  will 
the  woman  who  just  can’t  resist  those  fabulous  shoes  be  a 
central  character  in  a TV  show?  Oh  wait,  she  already  is. 


thought  of  proper  budgeting,  needing  to  boost  self-esteem  by  purchasing  “things,”  Sex  and  the  City's  Carrie  Bradshaw  did  finally  get  the  guy.  though,  and  it  only  took  her 
gathering  with  others  with  similar  shopping  needs  to  spendjnassive  amounts  of  money  in  about  $50,000  in  shoe  purchases  to  find  him. 

a short  time,  and  thoughtlessly  throwing  money  away  while  ignoring  the  needs  of  family  A study  by  Indiana  University  found  that  gambling,  eating  disorders  and  drug  or 
and  children  such  as  food  and  housing.  alcohol  addictions  were  common  among  people  with  depressive  disorders.  Another  study. 

While  I’m  indifferent  to  whether  or  not  compulsive  shopping  is  a mental  illness,  I say  by  Stanford  University,  found  compulsive  shopping  to  be  alleviated  by  antidepressants, 
“yes”  because:  1 ) I once  was  diagnosed  with  a mental  illness  and  2)  I find  myself  buying  This  is  an  example  of  a symptom  being  alleviated  by  treating  the  cause,  not  a cause  being 
needless  things,  too.  alleviated  by  treating  a symptom. 

Much  like  gambling  and  alcoholism  (the  latter  classified  as  an  official  disease),  buying  This  is  what  people  don’t  understand  about  compulsive  shopping.  They  assume  that 
things  is  an  uncontrollable  urge  that  many  fight.  1 personally  have  it  under  control  but  compulsive  shopping  causes  depression.  While  the  problems  that  compulsive  shopping 
when  certain  things  appease  me  or  are  new  releases  (such  as  my  one  true  weakness:  creates  can  certainly  worsen  an  emotional  disorder,  they  are  not  the  cause  of  it. 

DVDs,  including  and  not  limited  to  every  Star  Wars  DVD  release),  I find  myself  waiting  Chemical  imbalances  are  brought  about  by  heredity  or  a traumatic  event,  not  an 
in  line,  credit  card  in  hand.  While  the  purchases  are  not  excessive  in  amount,  it  is  still  a astronomical  credit  card  bill. 

problem.  Dealing  with  the  emotions  behind  the  behavior  is  the  only  way  to  cure  a compulsive  or 

Since  psychiatrists  cannot  necessarily  diagnose  compulsive  shoppers  as  mentally  ill,  addictive  person  of  their  disorder.  A person  with  an  eating  disorder  isn’t  cured  solely  by 
they  can  recognize  these  compulsive  urges  in  someone  and  offer  suggestions  to  alleviate  changing  their  eating  habits;  you  have  to  treat  their  emotional  disorder  as  well, 
the  temptation  of  amounting  massive  debt  for  themselves.  A perfectly  balanced  and  emotionally  stable  person  could  not  be  a compulsive  shopper 

While  the  APA  does  not  wish  to  recognize  compulsive  shopping  as  a mental  disorder,  because  a perfectly  balanced  and  emotionally  stable  person  is  not  compulsive,  by 
their  guiding  principles  for  determining  and  classifying  mental  diseases  seem  deeply-  definition. 

rooted  in  cultural  and  social  norms  and  bias.  They’re  the  same  people  who,  over  30  years  Compulsions  are  certainly  a problem,  but  they  are  not  the  only  problem,  nor  are  they  the 
ago,  believed  homosexuality  to  be  a mental  illness.  cause  of  all  other  problems.  Compulsive  behaviors  of  any  kind  take  an  unstable  emotional 

When  the  APA  finally  did  remove  homosexuality  from  the  DSM  in  1973,  every  environment  (whether  that’s  caused  by  genetics  or  outside  circumstances)  to  develop.  Just 
subsequent  esteemed  and  recognized  medical  group  followed  suit,  classifying  because  someone  wasn’t  diagnosed  with  depression  before  they  became  a compulsive 
homosexuality  as  “sexual  orientation”  instead  of  “mental  disease.”  shopper  doesn’t  mean  they  weren’t  depressed  before  their  shopping  addiction. 

Would  it  take  another  medical  group  to  recognize  obsessive  shopping  as  potentially  If  you  had  a heart  attack  and  later  found  out  that  you  had  a clogged  artery,  you 
being  an  illness  for  the  APA  to  recognize  it  as  well?  Possibly.  The  time  that  would  (or  wouldn’t  assume  the  heart  attack  had  caused  the  clogged  artery.  Likewise,  the  problem  of 
ever  will)  occur  cannot  be  seen.  Maybe  something  terribly  drastic  and  oscene  would  have  compulsive  shopping  isn’t  the  act  itself,  the  issue  is  the  emotional  aspect  that  motivates 
to  happen.  the  compulsive  shopping.  Symptoms  do  not  cause  diseases.  A person’s  surface  behaviors 

I guess  we  will  have  to  wait  until  hordes  of  women  raid  every  jewelry  store  in  the  do  not  cause  their  underlying  emotional  or  physical  diseases, 
country  to  feel  better  about  being  left  by  their  husband,  or  for  every  man  to  storm  the  Take  away  a shopaholic’s  credit  cards  and  you  will  have  a person  with  an  emotional 
television  department  of  Best  Buy  to  buy  the  latest,  greatest  and  most  expensive  high-  disorder,  not  a shopaholic.  Shopaholics  are  merely  depressed  people  trying  to  fill  the 
definition  TV  after  the  loss  of  their  favorite  sports  team.  voids  in  their  lives  with  material  items.  The  same  is  true  for  alcoholics  who  try  to  fill  their 

Then  somebody  can  get  the  American  Psychiatric  Association  on  the  line.  voids  with  liquor  and  for  gamblers  try  to  fill  their  voids  with  money. 

And  on  the  couch.  The  disorder  is  a function  of  emotional  problems,  not  a symptom  of  choice. 


Fueling  the  Fire:  Retail  Employment  Skyrockets 

Retail  Trade  Employment  by  County 

Geographic  Area  2004  Employees  2003  Emp.  Gain  2003-2004  Number  Gain  2003-2004 

Percent 

United  States 

15,351,431 

14,867,825 

483,606 

3.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

419,549 

402,888 

16,661 

4.1 

Cook,  III. 

239,731 

224,324 

15,407 

6.9 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

157,626 

146,145 

11,481 

7.9 

Maricopa,  Ariz. 

191,624 

180,174 

11,450 

6.4 

Orange,  Calif. 

161,339 

153,146 

8,193 

5.3 

[uestion  of  the  issue,  continued 


“My  Halloween 
traditions  involve 
trying  to  maximize 
tiie  ratio  between 
the  number  of 
parties  I attend 
and  the  number  of 
parties  I receive 
free  food  at.” 

- Brett  Murphy 


“I  usually  hand 
out  candy.” 

- Anna  Doskoy 


“My  traditions  arc 
to  dress  up  and  go 
trick  or  treating. 
Now  that  I am 
older,  I take  out  the 
younger  children  in 
my  family  to  carry 
on  the  tradition." 

- Christopher 
Hutchcraft 
Photos  by  and  poll  done  by  Xavier  Duran 


Letter  Policy 

The  Blazer  welcomes 
and  encourages 
participation  by  our 
readers.  Please  sign 
and  provide  a phone 
number  for  all  letters 
so  we  can  verity 
authenticity.  Letters 
should  be  300  words 
or  fewer.  We  reserve 
the  right  to  edit  for 
space  and  content.  You 
may  send  your  letter 
through  interoffice 
mail,  regular  mail, 
email  at  blazermail@ 
jjc.edu.  or  by  dropping 
them  off  at  the  Blazer 
office  in  F-1009. 
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News 


‘Take  Back  the  Night’  event  draws  crowd,  hosts  speaker 


Out  of  the  darkness:  TBTN  attendees  listen  as  names  of  Will  County  women  murdered  in  the  last  10 
years  are  read. 


By  Randal  Donley 

“Take  Back  the  Night,”  a 
rally  uniting  men  and  women 
against  sexual  violence,  held  its 
10th  anniversary  Oct.  17  at  Joliet 
West  High  School.  The  Nursing 
Department  and  Joliet  Junior 
Women’s  club  were  among 
the  many  supporters  of  this 
nationally-recognized  evening. 

The  purpose  of  the  annual 
program  is  to  build  greater 
awareness  of  issues  related  to 
sexual  violence  and  to  provide 
safe  settings  to  talk  about 
problems  and  provide  help  to 
victims  of  sexual  harassment  and 
violence. 

Lora  McGuire,  professor  in 
the  Nursing  department,  has  been 
on  the  committee  that  organizes 
the  annual  event  for  nine  years. 
The  committee,  which  consists 
mainly  of  women  and  a few  men, 
arc  primarily  involved  in  service 
organizations  and/or  work  with 
domestic  violence  in  some  way  in 
Will  County. 

Nursing  students  and  other 
participants  dressed  in  all  black 
and  wore  the  names  of  Will 
County  women  who  have  been 
murdered  over  the  last  10  years.  A 
reading  of  the  names,  signs  made 
to  be  seen  by  drivers  on  Larkin 

Avenue,  tables  set  up  providing 


materials  to  help  victims  of 
violence,  entertainment,  and  a 
brief  march  were  all  portions  of 
the  humbling  evening. 

Amy  Cox  of  the  Joliet  Junior 
Women’s  club  is  proud  of  the 
number  of  volunteer  hours  the 
club  puts  in  to  meet  the  needs 
of  women  and  children  in  the 
community. 

"Our  c\ub  is  comprised  of 


strong,  independent  women 
who  believe  in  the  power  of 
empowerment,"  said  Cox. 

In  addition  to  maintaining  a 
visible  presence  at  “Take  Back 
the  Night,”  the  club  also  hosts 
fundraisers  to  generate  money 
donated  to  the  same  organizations, 
distributing  over  $40,000  last  year 
to  local  charities. 

JJW  has  supported  the  evening 


financially  and  by  providing 
supplies  for  signs  for  over  six 
years. 

Younger  members  of  JJW, 
called  Joliet  Juniorettes  ranging 
in  age  from  15  to  18  years  old, 
are  encouraged  to  participate  in 
the  annual  vigil  because  “teens 
are  experiencing  the  same  issues 
of  partner  violence  as  they 
begin  to  develop  serious  dating 


relationships  for  the  first  time,” 
explains  Cox. 

The  members  of  JJW  are 
“motivated  to  get  involved 
because  some  have  personally 
experienced  violent  encounters, 
so  they  believe  deeply  in  the 
effort,”  said  Cox.  “Our  presence 
shows  that  we  are  ready  to  take  a 
stand  against  violence  and  that  we 
will  not  be  bullied  by  fear." 

Local  Author  Speaks 

Vicki  Crompton-Trtter,  author 
and  encourager  from  Davenport, 
1A.,  spoke  Oct.  19  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theater.  She  shared  the  story 
of  her  daughter  Jenny,  who  was 
murdered  by  her  boyfriend  on 
Homecoming  night  at  the  tender 
age  of  15. 

Vicki’s  most  recent  book,  titled 
“Saving  Beauty  from  the  Beast,” 
published  by  Little  Brown  & 
Co.,  is  an  award-winning  guide 
for  parents  and  teens.  In  addition 
to  her  book,  Vicki  has  shared 
Jenny’s  story  nationwide.  By 
appearing  at  schools,  churches, 
police  departments  and  even 
mental  health  counseling 
departments,  Vicki  keeps  teens, 
parents  and  counselors  educated 
on  the  problems  with  teen  dating 
violence,  grief,  victimization  and 
forgiveness.  ' 
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J JC  English  teacher  takes 
advantage  of  technology 


By  Mary  Schultz 

Fed  up  with  the  lines  and  the 
prices  at  the  bookstores?  Try  one 
ofJolietJuniorCollege’s  paperless 
classrooms  for  a change. 

Bill  Yarrow,  English  professor 
at  JJC  since  1993,  uses 
Microsoft  Word  features  to  edit 
assignments  his  students  ‘hand 
in'  electronically. 

“For  teachers,  there’s  no  need 
for  correction  symbols  on  papers," 
explains  Yarrow. 

“A  teacher  can  just  write 
everything  out.  It’s  easy  to  save 
papers  on  the  computer,  so  there’s 
no  losing  an  assignment.” 

Yarrow  utilizes  electronic 
versions  of  public  domain  texts, 
which  can  be  found  online. 

“[Public  domain  texts]  have 
no  copyrights,  so  there’s  no 
buying  the  texts.  There’s  a lot 
of  good  stuff  available  [in  public 
domain],”  says  Yarrow. 

“It  saves  money  for  the 
students.  They  don’t  have  to  go 
out  to  a bookstore  to  look  for  the 
texts  that  are  available  in  public 
domain.” 

Aside  from  the  financial 
benefits  of  using  electronic 
textbooks,  Yarrow  believes  that 
“as  a scholarly  tool,  it  makes  more 
sense.  You  can  annotate  while 
still  maintaining  the  integrity 
of  the  text,  color  code,  find  and 
collect  data  for  a thesis.” 

Yarrow’s  classes  range  in  the 
English  Department,  including 
three  running  currently  as  online 
courses. 

Students  in  his  English  101, 
English  250  and  English  120 
classes  experience  the  ease 
of  downloading  their  reading 
material,  and  copy  and  pasting 
quotes  into  their  papers,  ratherthan 
transcribing  them  from  another 
text,  according  to  Yarrow. 

Although  he’s  the  first  to  point 
out  the  advantages  of  the  paperless 
classroom,  Yarrow  doesn’t 
believe  that  all  classrooms  will 
someday  be  paperless,  explaining 
that  “people  are  used  to  reading 
texts  in  book  form.” 

Yarrow  does  admit  that 
paperless  classrooms  do  have 


Bill  Yarrow 


their  disadvantages. 

“You*  do  have  to  work  at  a 
computer;  you  can’t  read  in  a 
hammock  or  in  the  bathtub,”  he 
said.  “You  have  to  take  precautions 
and  use  common  sense  to  make 
the  screen  readable.” 

Yarrow  demonstrated  several 
ways  to  make  material  on  a 
computer  screen  more  readable, 
including  changing  text  size  and 
background  color  of  a Microsoft 
Word  document  to  help  make  it 
easier  on  the  eyes,  and  using  the 
‘read’  function  to  avoid  scrolling. 

Even  the  solutions  to  these 
disadvantages  pose  advantages 
over  traditional  paper  texts. 

Yarrow  explains  that  someone 
can’t  change  the  font  size  or  paper 
color  in  a textbook  or  novel,  so  a 
computer  could  actually  be  easier 
on  the  eyes  than  a traditional 
paper  text. 

Yarrow  points  out  that  as 
technology  has  advanced  over 
the  years,  the  classroom  has 
followed. 

“I  found  it  a liberating 
development.  On  all  levels,  it  just 
makes  sense,”  says  Yarrow. 

“There  have  been  a lot  of 
technological  changes.  1 was 
educated  with  paper  texts  and 
writing  papers  on  a typewriter, 
but  as  the  world  changes,  I find 
I’ve  changed  also.” 

Asked  to  give  a piece  of  advice 
to  those  reticent  of  taking  an 
online  class.  Yarrow  simply  says, 
“Don’t  be  afriad  of  the  new." 
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News  Briefs 


BROWN  BAG  LECTURE: 
Oct.  25,  noon,  J-1006 
The  U.S.  Supreme  Court;  A 
look  at  significant  recent  and 
upcoming  cases. 

Speaker;  William  O’Connor 

CENTENNIALCOMMONS: 
Oct.  29  to  31,  1 p.m.  to  8 p.m.. 
Centennial  Commons 

A welcoming  fair,  resources, 
and  fun  for  the  residents  at 
Centennial  Commons. 

PARA  FAIR:  Oct.  31,  10  a.m. 
to  1 p.m.  on  the  bridge 
Students  are  invited  to  a day 
of  fun,  ghoulish  activities  by  the 
Office  of  Student  Activities  where 
there  will  be  palm  readings,  hand 
writing  analysis  and  more. 


OPEN  HOUSE:  Nov.  7, 3:30p. 
m.  to  7 p.m.,  T-2024 

The  Computer  Information 
and  Office  Systems  Department 
invites  all  to  the  Fall  Open  House 
- food,  prizes  and  raffles.  Meet 
with  faculty  and  advisors  to 
learn  about  the  programs  offered 
in  Office  Systems,  Computer 
Info  Systems,  HIM,  GAME, 
and  CISCO  to  advance  your 
educational  experience.  Contact 
Marlene  Kircher  at  ext.  2658  for 
additional  information. 

DISCOVER  JJC:  Nov.  9, 
5 p.m.  to  7 p.m.,  C,  D and  E 
concourses 

Representatives  from 

academic  departments  as  well 
as  Student  Support  Services 


will  be  available  to  answer 
any  questions  students  have 
regarding  different  departments. 
Get  a feel  for  what  JJC  has  to 
offer!  Contact  Rosa  Salazar  at 
ext.  2562  for  more  information. 

MENTALIST:  Nov.  15  11 
,a.m.  to  1 p.m.  on  the  bridge 

Come  for  a mind- 
blowing  experience  of 
mystery  and  excitement 
with  Christopher  Carter. 

DONATIONS  NEEDED: 

Nov.  16  9:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  on 
the  bridge 

You  can  help  save  a life  by 
donating  blood  to  the  American 
Red  Cross  Bloodmobile.  For  an 
appointment  call  280-2202. 


Police  Blotter 


FORGERY: 

A student  was  charged  with 
violating  the  Student  Code  of 
Conduct  on  Sept.  27  for  forging 
a parking  pass  on  a computer, 
campus  police  said. 

A campus  police  officer 
checked  on  a suspicious  tag 
hanging  in  a vehicle  in  the  faculty 
and  staff  parking  in  North  Lot  2. 
Upon  arrival,  he  was  able  to  see 
that  the  tag  was  not  authentic. 

The  individual  who  owned  the 
vehicle  admitted  to  creating  the 
tag  on  a computer  and  admitted 
to  using  it  a couple  times  prior, 
according  to  police  reports. 

DRUG  POSSESSION: 

A student  was  charged  with 
violating  the  Student  Code  of 
Conduct  on  Sept.  28  at  Centennial 
Commons  after  an  officer 
searched  the  individual  and  found 
less  than  2.5  grams  of  cannabis. 

The  officer  on  duty  reported 
to  the  Commons  after  a domestic 
call  was  made.  Upon  arrival, 
there  was  no  answer  at  the  door. 
After  contacting  the  resident 


assistant  at  the  Commons,  the 
officer  was  let  into  the  apartment 
and  immediately  smelled  burnt 
cannabis.  The  student  walked  out 
of  the  bathroom  and  denied  that 
anyone  else  was  inside  the  unit. 

After  searching  the  apartment, 
the  officer  found  another  male  in 
the  bathroom  with  a "blunt”  in  his 
hand. 

Michael  J.  Stancle,  of  Lynwood, 
was  arrested  Oct.  5 at  Centennial 
Commons  for  failure  to  appear  at 
a scheduled  court  date,  according 
to  campus  police. 

A police  officer  discovered  a 
vehicle  in  the  Commons’  parking 
lot  with  expired  license  plates. 
When  the  plates  were  run  the 
officer  found  out  there  was  a 
warrant  out  for  the  owner’s  arrest. 
The  vehicle  was  searched  and  the 
officer  on  duty  found  a black  pipe 
With  residue.  The  owner  admitted 
to  smoking  cannabis  the  night 
before. 

THEFT: 

On  Oct.  13,  a staff  member  in 


the  J-Building  reported  two  256 
megabyte  memory  sticks  missing 
from  a computer  tower  that  was 
transferred  from  the  City  Center. 
The  memory  sticks  arc  valued  at 
$100  each. 

In  another  incident,  a Motorola 
phone  charger  and  16  CDs  were 
reported  stolen  at  Centennial 
Commons  on  Oct.  18.  The  two 
residents  reported  that  the  door  to 
their  unit  is  consistently  locked. 
The  officer  was  unable  to  find 
any  evidence  of  forced  entry. 

CRIMINAL  DAMAGE: 

A student  discovered  two 
slashed  tires  on  his  car  on  Oct. 
11  after  leaving  South  Lot  l on 
campus  at  4:45  p.m.  and  driving 
to  the  7-11  on  Houbolt  Road.  The 
student  thought  he  had  one  flat 
tire,  but  discovered  he  hod  two 
fiats  when  he  pulled  into  the  7- 
1 1 parking  lot.  The  student  called 
campus  police  and  found  that 
a blunt  object  had  been  used  to 
slash  the  two  tires.  Police  checked 
camera  footage  for  possible, 
leads. 
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Campus  politics 


Student  Government  this  year’s  ‘rock  star  team’ 


By  Randal  Donley 

With  cookies  and  punch  luring 
passerbies  onto  the  bridge,  many  students 
had  the  advantage  to  put  faces  to  names 
on  the  ballots  for  the  coming  November 
elections. 

Student  Government  and  FLAG 
extended  the  opportunity  Oct.  16  to  Joliet 
Junior  College  students  as  an  effort  to 
raise  awareness  on  local  politics  and  on 
the  candidates  who  are  running. 

"I  am  never  speechless,”  said  Peggy 
Clauss,  a member  of  FLAG  (Friends 
Learning  About  Government)  and  Student 
Government.  “It’s  such  an  adrenaline 
rush  to  meet  and  greet  with  the  people 
who  will  be  on  the  ballots.” 

Candidates  who  traveled  to  JJC  were: 

Robert  Hennessy,  Ruby  Lofton  and 
Vanessa  Romeo  for  the  county  board  as 
well  as  John  Pavich,  Joseph  Shannon, 

Arthur  "A.J.”  Wilhelmi,  Karen  Karlstad 
and  a representative  for  Rich  Girot  for 
congress,  all  Democrats  of  Illinois. 

According  to  JJC  Student  Trustee, 

Brian  Savage,  an  invitation  was  extended 
to  the  Republican  candidates,  however 
they  didn’t  respond.  “It’s  campaign 
season,  so  there’s  a lot  of  picking  and 
choosing,”  said  Savage. 

In  addition  to  organizing  events  such  as 
the  Meet  and  Greet,  Student  Government 
has  created  a three-tiered  list  outlining  their  goals  for  the 
2006-07  semesters. 

Student  Government  is  focusing  on  more  direct 
community  outreach  initiatives,  creating  an  all-student- 
acccssiblc  scholarship  and  developing  a uniform 
attendance  policy  at  Joliet  Junior  College. 

As  a group,  the  community  outreach  program  will  work 
its  way  out  to  help  present  JJC  in  a positive  fashion  to  the 
district.  Future  events  include  picnics,  park  cleanups  and 


The  potential  S2.500  scholarship 
will  fund  a student’s  tuition  and  books 
for  two  semesters  and  will  be  set  up  in 
raffle  form  where  any  and  all  students 
can  buy  tickets  and  have  a chance  at  the 
scholarship. 

“We  think  this  is  a great  way  that  we 
can  directly  affect  students  and  make 
an  impact,"  said  Savage.  “There  are 
all  kinds  of  scholarships  for  leadership 
roles  and  particular  fields.  We  want  it  to 
be  something  that  can  help  everybody. 
We  want  to  make  it  clear  that  we  want 
to  help  you  [the  students].” 

The  funding  for  the  scholarship 
will  come  from  the  money  used  from 
students  to  buy  the  raffle  tickets  (prices 
have  not  been  determined  yet)  and  from 
other  event  fundraisers  the  group  is 
looking  into. 

The  purpose  in  devising  a universal 
attendance  policy  is  to  help  create 
concrete  definitions  of  excused  and 
unexcuscd  absences,  according  Savage. 
As  a group  they  will  gather  policies 
from  surrounding  community  colleges, 
recommend  solutions,  .and  create 
guidelines  for  the  policy. 

“We’re  going  to  stay  inside  of  the 
community.  The  only  problem  is  the 
needs  of  the  students  here  may  not 
reflect  those  of  a four-year  institution,” 

said  Savage. 

Student  Government  encourages  input  from  students  on 
all  of  the  issues  raised  by  the  group.  “We  have  an  excellent 
group  this  year  because  everyone  brings  a different 
perspective  to  the  group.  It’s  very  diverse,”  said  Clauss. 

Savage  adds,  “we  are  the  voice  of  the  students.  We  have 
a rock  star  team  this  year.” 

Student  Government  meets  every  Thursday  at  3 p.m.  on 
the  bridge  and  is  open  to  all  students,  faculty  and  staff. 


meals  on  the  town. 

“We  want  to  enlighten  JJC,"  explains  Clauss.  “We  want 
to  show  the  community  and  the  students  that  we’re  more 
than  just  a prep-college.  We  want  to  show  that  JJC  is  a 
great  school,  that  it  has  a great  student  life  and  that  we 
really  can  relate  to  the  community.” 

The  Student  Government  scholarship  is  still  in  the 
beginning  planning  stages,  but  will  effectively  relate  to  the 
group’s  community  outreach  goal. 


STUDENT  SPOTLIGHT 


By  Randal  Donley 

If  you’ve  ever  walked  across 
the  bridge  and  thought  to  yourself, 
“Who’s  the  suit?”  then  Brian 
Savage  needs  little  introduction. 

As  the  bridge  that  links  students 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Brian 
Savage,  student  trustee  for  Joliet 
Junior  College,  is  confident  in  his 
abilities  to  connect  with  students 
and  keep  their  issues,  including 
keeping  tuition  down,  upgrading 
facilities,  maintaining  and  adding 
programs,  at  the  surface. 

“I  want  to  make  sure  everyone 
knows  that  I’m  doing  my  best  and 
that  Student  Government  is  doing 
its  best  to  represent  the  students,” 
says  Savage. 

A key  to  keeping  up  with  the 
issues  of  the  college.  Savage 
explains,  is  the  students  who 
bring  the  issues  up  to  him. 

“There’s  always  room  for  more 
involvement  from  the  students. 
The  key  is  being  accessible;  once 
they  find  out  who  you  are,  the 
issues  begin  to  find  you.” 


Savage,  19,  is  currently  in  Savage  was  keyed  up  to  bring 
his  second  year  at  JJC  and  is  a Student  Government  to  the  next 
Political  Science  major.  Outside  level  and  to  be  “in  a position 
of  the  confines  of  the  campus  where  I can  do  something  and  I 
walls,  Savage  works  full-time  at  did.  Students  want  to  see  a clean 
Harrah’s  Casino  as  a host  (hence  lake-  that’s  what  I’m  here  for.” 
the  suits),  plays  golf,  enjoys  jazz  The  Board  of  Trustees  has  been 
and  jam  bands,  likes  to  travel  very  welcoming  to  Savage,  who 
is  thankful  to 
work  with  an 


looks 
forward  to 
nights  out 
in  Chicago 
with 
fri  c n d s . 
His  job  as 
trustee  is  an 


“I  want  to  make  sure 
everyone  knows  that 
I'm  doing  my  best.” 

-Brian  Savage 


administration 
that  has  “such 
great  minds." 
However  he 
was  humbled 
by  the  first 
board  meeting. 

“It  can  be  intimidating.  Here 
you  are,  a new  person  to  this 
established  board  who  serves  six 
year  terms  and  you  have  a one 
year  term  . . .There  are  two  roles 


accomplishment  not  many  can 
experience. 

Savage  is  also  one  of  two 
students  appointed  ICCB-SAC 
to  serve  on  the  Illinois  taskforce 
on  community  colleges,  which  to  be  played,"  says  Savage.  “One 
reviews  the  community  college  is  to  represent  the  college,  as  a 
system  to  ensure  the  system  is  whole  and  as  a board,  and  that  of 
perpared  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  students.  It’s  a dual  role.” 
the  future.  Savage  has  also  found  a 

After  his  election  for  trustee,  lot  of  support  from  Student 


Brian  Savage,  student  trustee,  finds 
a lot  these  days  dealing  with  issues 
JJC. 

Government. 

"This  year  we  have  many  great, 
passionate  people  and  we’re  all 
on  the  same  page.  Everything  is 
done  as  a team.  I couldn’t  do  half 
of  the  things  if  I didn’t  have  their 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 
himself  on  the  phone 
related  to  the  future  of 

feedback  or  their  support,"  says 
Savage.  “I  recommend  anyone  to 
look  into  it.  I love  it,  I think  it’s 
great.  The  best  advice  I have  for 
the  next  trustee  is  to  just  remain 
accessible  to  the  students.” 
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Veterans  remembered 


As  November  11,  2006, 
rapidly  approaches, 
this  is  a good  time  to 
revisit  the  meaning  of 
this  holiday  and  what 
it  represents.  As  with 
many  holidays,  Joliet  Junior  College  students, 
faculty  and  staff  will  get  the  preceding  Friday 
off,  and  many  without  ever  giving  thought  to 
why.  As  much  as  we  do  for  Memorial  Day  in 
May  and  the  recently  passed  “fall  recess"  in 
October,  we  simply  make  recreational  plans 
for  our  day  off  as  if  it  were  nothing  more  than 
that,  but  it  is  much  more  ...  it  is  Veterans’ 
Day. 

On  November  11,  1918,  at  5 a.m.  in  the 
Forest  of  Compiegne,  the  armistice  was 
signed  that  brought  a close  to  World  War  I, 
sealing  that  date  as  one  of  the  most  significant 
dates  in  world  history. 

The  following  year.  President  Woodrow 
Wilson  issued  his  Armistice  Day  proclamation, 
in  which  the  last  paragraph  set  the  basis  for 
future  observances: 


"Tous  in  America,  the  reflections 
of  Armistice  Day  will  be  filled  with 
solemn  pride  in  the  heroism  of  those 
who  died  in  the  country  s service 
and  with  gratitude  for  the  victory, 
both  because  of  the  thing  from 
which  it  has  freed  us  and  because 
of  the  opportunity  it  has  given 
America  to  show  her  sympathy  with 
peace  and  justice  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation.  " 

On  May  24,  1954,  Congress  changed  the 
holiday  to  Veteran’s  Day,  and  in  October  of 
that  year.  President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 
called  on  all  citizens  to  observe  the  day  by 
remembering  the  sacrifices  of  those  who 
fought  so  gallantly,  and  through  rcdedication 
to  the  task  of  promoting  an  enduring  peace: 


"On  that  day  let  us  solemnly 
remember  the  sacrifices  of  all  those 
who  fought  so  valiantly,  on  the  seas, 
in  the  air,  and  on  foreign  shores,  to 
preserve  our  heritage  of  freedom, 
and  let  us  re-consecrate  ourselves 
to  the  task  of  promoting  an 
enduring  peace  so  that  their  efforts 
shall  not  have  been  in  vain.  " 


Some  of  the  heroism  and  sacrifices 
presidents  speak  of  arc  obvious,  like  soldiers 
who  have  been  wounded  in  combat  or  who 
have  made  the  ultimate  sacrifice  by  giving 
their  life.  All  who  have  served  our  country  in 
the  armed  forces  have  made  a sacrifice  and 
each  one  of  those  sacrifices  is  meaningful  and 
real. 

All  too  often  it  is  forgotten,  or  perhaps 
misinterpreted,  who  our  fighting  men  and 
women  really  are  and  why  they  do  what  they 
do. 

The  men  and  women  who  serve  this  country 
are  no  different  from  you  or  me.  They  come 
from  all  walks  of  life:  different  religious, 
racial  and  economic  backgrounds,  from  all 
over  our  country  and  many  from  beyond  our 
borders. 

With  such  diversity,  it  would  be  easy 
to  assume  that  there  is  no  universally  true 
statement  about  our  troops,  however  the  one 
uniting  factor  is  precisely  what  we  should 
honor  them  for. 

This  common  thread  is  willingness.  Not 
the  willingness  to  fight,  as  they  are  often 
accused  of,  but  a willingness  to  sacrifice. 

Every  man  and  woman  who  takes  the 
oath  of  enlistment  has  swom  before  God  to 
lay  down  their  life,  if  need  be,  in  defense  of 


By  Michael  S.  Moody 


COMMENTARY 


foreign  powers,  and  even  some  domestic, 
would  take  our  freedom  away. 

All  too  often  we  hear  people  who  exercise 
our  liberties  take  credit  for  defending  them. 
Credit  for  our  liberties  in  this  country  lies  with 
two  groups:  those  who  granted  and  secured 
them  and  those  who  defend  them. 

There  is  little  argument  of  where  our  liberties 
come  from. 

They  were  secured  by  the  founding 
fathers  of  this  country  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  our 
Bill  of  Rights.  According  to  philosophers  such 
as  John  Locke,  Thomas  Paine  and  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  indeed  our  own  founding 
documents,  these  liberties  were  granted  by  the 
Almighty.  Confusion  has  arisen  as  to  who  has 
protected  these  rights  sinefc  their  inception. 

It  has  long  been  the  claim  of  newspaper 
editors  and  radio  talk  show  hosts  that  they  arc 
the  defenders  of  free  speech,  just  as  attorneys 
claim  to  protect  our  legal  rights.  This  is  a very 
misguided  look  at  the  source  of  our  liberties 
and  what  it  means  to  defend  them. 

If  exercising  a freedom  were  all  it  took  to 
protect  it,  the  students  of  Tiananmen  Square 
would  have  prevailed,  and  China’s  citizWts 
would  enjoy  far  more  civil  rights  than  they 
do. 

To  defend  a liberty,  one  prevents  that 
liberty  from  being  infringed  upon.  This  is  not 
something  for  which  apy  columnist  or  lawyer 
can  legitimately  take  credit. 

While  some  credit  is  due  to  those  who  have 
fought  domestically  for  our  rights,  such  as 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  for  civil  rights  and 
the  number  of  organizations  that  keep  watch 
over  our  first  and  second  amendment  rights, 
a majority  of  the  credit  is  due  to  the  men  and 
women  who  volunteer  to  take  up  arms  agpinst 
anyone  who  threatens  these  rights. 

The  men  and  women  of  our  armed  forces 
(past,  present  and  future)  arc  the  greatest 
defenders  of  our  rights,  and  for  230  years 
they  have  prevented  our  enemies,  foreign  and 
domestic,  from  infringing  on  these  rights. 

From  the  American  Revolution,  when  they 
fought  to  free  us  from  an  oppressive  monarchy, 
to  the  Cold  War,  when  they  remained  always  on 
the  alert  to  stave  off  the  evils  of  communism,  to 
the  present  day,  when  they  hunt  down  and  root 
out  terrorism  at  its  source,  and  into  the  future, 
they’ll  stand  by,  ready  to  confront  the  next 
threat  to  this  great  nation. 

This  Veterans’  Day, 
while  you  enjoy  your 
bit  of  freedom 
from  academia, 
remember  those 
who  made  not  only 
the  holiday  possible, 
but  the  freedom  to  attend 
this  institution  in  the  first  place. 
Remember  all  the  freedoms 
that  we  as  Americans  take  for 
granted.  Remember  those  who 
fought  and  died  so  you  could 
enjoy  those  freedoms 
today.  Remember  to  tell 
them  ‘Thank  You," 
because,  believe  it 
or  not,  they 
do  what 
they  do 
for  you. 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 
A view  of  theVietnam  memorial  wall  in  the 
center  of  the  bridge. 


the  liberties  so  many  take  for  granted.  Very 
few  of  us  will  ever  make  a promise  of  such 
magnitude  in  our  lives,  and  even  fewer  will  do 
so  wholeheartedly,  but  that  is  precisely  what 
every  one  of  our  servicemen  and  women  have 
done,  and  it  is  an  oath  that  they  do  not  take 
lightly. 

Without  individuals  like  them  willing  to 
give  up  their  own  interests  for  something  much 
larger  and  more  important  than  themselves, 
these  liberties  would  never  have  existed. 

U.S.  Army  soldier  and  poet  Charles  Michael 
Province  once  wrote: 


While  his  choice  of  the  word  “given”  may 
have  been  a bit  of  poetic  license,  the  heart 
of  his  poem  rings  true.  Without  the  soldier, 
the  American  dream  would  be  nothing  but 
fantasy. 

November  11th  is  a time  for  Americans 
remember  where  our  freedoms  come  from,  why 
they  have  held  for  over  230  years,  and  who  is 
responsible  for  their  longevity. 

The  freedoms  we  enjoy,  are  unique  to 
country. 

The  First  Amendment  is  the  broadest 
reaching  legislation  in  the  world  in  the 
liberties  it  secures  for  its  citizens.  There 
are  numerous  entities  throughout  the 
world  that  see  this  liberty  as  decadent 
and  unwarranted,  and  still  more 
who  feel  threatened  by  it;  given  the 
opportunity,  many 


"It  is  the  soldier,  not  the  minister, 


who  has  given  us  the  freedom  of 
religion.  It  is  the  soldier,  not  the 
reporter,  who  has  given  us  the 
freedom  of  the  press.  It  is  the  soldier, 
not  the  poet,  who 
given  us  the  freedom  of 
speech.  It  is  the  soldier, 
not  the  campus  organizer, 
who  has  given  us  the  freedom 
to  demonstrate.  It  is  the  soldier, 


not  the  lawyer,  who  has  given 
us  the  right  to  a fair  trial.  It  is  the 
soldier,  not  the  politician,  who  has 
given  us  the  right  to  vote.  It  is  the 
soldier,  who  salutes  the  flag,  who 
serves  beneath  the  flag,  and  whose 
coffin  is  draped  by  the  flag,  who 
allows  the  protester  to  burn  the  flag.  " 
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Earn  your  bachelor's  degree  and  your 
paralegal  certificate  at  the  same  time. 


Our  ABA-approved  paralegal  program  gives 
you  the  skills  you  need  to: 

» be  better  prepared  for  law  school 
» begin  your  legal  career 
» increase  your  marketability 


Online  courses  and  accelerated  degree 
programs  for  adult  students  available 


Information  Session 

Saturday 
October  28, 2006 
10:30  am 

18  South  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago 


Call  today  to  reserve  your  seat 

312  281  3300 


430  South  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago  Illinois  60605 
roosevelt.edu/paralegal 


Entertainment 


Get  a Scholarship, 


Earn  an  Education, 

Enhance  your  Future 


The  Teacher  Quality  Enhancement 
Program  is  awarding 

Full  one  year  scholarships  to 

Qualified  Community  College 
Graduates 

Entering  Secondary  Education 
programs  in  biology,  chemistry, 
English,  or  mathematics  at 
Governors  State  University 


Application  deadline:  November  23,  2006 

For  information,  criteria,  and  online  application, 
click  www.govst.edu/tqe 


Musica  Viva  showcases 
faculty  and  student  talent 


By  Randal  Donley 

I try  not  to  discuss  politics  too  much 
in  print,  but  I might  campaign  for  Robin 
Williams. 

He  plays  such  a pure-hearted,  blue- 
humored  crackpot  in  Man  of  the  Year  - so 
unlike  any  presidential  candidate  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  - that  given  the 
opportunity,  I just  might  press  my  finger  to 
his  touch  screen.  Just  to  be  obnoxious.  And 
just  because  he  is,  too. 

Cracking  jokes  about  same-sex  marriage 
(“Anybody  who’s  ever  been  married  knows 
it’s  always  the  same  sex”),  confessing  to 
both  smoking  pot  and  - no  way!  - inhaling 
it,  going  ballistic  on  little  old  ladies  getting 
frisked  at  the  airport  when  someone  asks 
him  about  national  security,  adopting  a 
helium-induced  falsetto  when  discussing 
alternate  fuels,  and  grabbing  his  crotch 
during  a live  debate  are  just  a few  of  the 
laugh  out  loud  moments  this  movie  has  to 
offer. 

Williams’  character  is  a comedian  and 
TV  talk-show  host  named  Tom  Dobbs,  an 
unhinged,  metabolically  enhanced  version 
of  The  Daily  Show's  Jon  Stewart. 

Dobbs’  independent  candidacy  is 
portrayed  as  so  different,  honest  and  fresh 
that  grass-roots  supporters  flock  to  his 
orbit.  As  he  runs  for  the  prized  seat  in  the 
Oval  Office,  this  Barry  Levinson  film  has 
a bright  cantankerous  energy  that  sucks  us 
in,  too. 

The  entire  film  is  absurd.  Any  presidential 
candidate  who  holds  his  package  on 
national  television  would  be  toast.  But  isn’t 
it  fun  to  pretend? 

The  only  problem  with  Man  of  the  Year 
is  that  it  doesn’t  pretend  long  enough.  Once 
the  campaign  ends  and  Dobbs  is  elected, 
reality  sets  in  and  the  film  turns  to  grim 


musings  on  corporate  America. 

Alas,  he  didn’t  really  win.  Alas,  a glitch 
in  the  touch-screen  voting  program  gave 
him  the  edge,  despite  early  warnings  from  a 
devoted  software  employee  (Laura  Linney, 
convincingly  shattered)  who  flagged  her 
boss’s  attention.  Alas,  she  is  rewarded  by 
being  pumped  with  drugs  and  fired.  Alas, 
she  must  find  Dobbs  and  tell  him  that 
he  isn’t,  shouldn’t,  will  not  be  our  next 
president.  Alas. 

Once  Linney  gets  stabbed  with  a syringe, 
the  movie  becomes  something  darker  than 
a slightly  demented  political  fantasy  singed 
with  satire. 

Man  of  the  Year  is  pinned  as  a comedy. 
Williams  and  Levinson  also  collaborated 
on  Good  Morning,  Vietnam  and  Toys,  but 
funny  business  accounts  for  maybe  a third 
of  the  this  movie. 

It’s  framed  by  flashbacks  from  Dobbs’ 
manager  (Christopher  Walken),  a note- 
perfect  showbiz  cynic,  and  opens  with  an 
edge  that  cuts  like  Levinson’s  Wag  the 
Dog , but  the  blade  soon  dulls.  When  a 
pundit  says,  “The  free  world  will  now  be 
led  by  a comedian,”  the  announcement 
sounds  like  a false  promise  for  drollery  in 
a film  that  capitalizes  more  on  the  actor’s 
mushy  cuteness  than  his  mania. 

Still,  -I  liked  Williams  here:  I was  glad  to 
see  him  dressed  smartly  and  looking  spiffy 
as  George  Washington,  and  not  slathered  in 
poop  as  he  was  in  RV. 

Man  of  the  Year  isn’t  the  movie  of 
the  year.  It  might  have  been  an  ironic 
condemnation  of  electoral  fraud  and  the 
malignant  sway  of  corporate  profits. 

But  for  a little  while,  anyway,  it  had  my 
vote. 


‘Man  of  the  Year’ 
not  quite  movie 
of  the  year 


encore,  please:  Jessica  Boese,  clarinetist  and  JJC  alumna,  performs  a Debussy  piece 
at  Musica  Viva  Oct.  22 


By  Charyce  Mcfadyen 

Music-lovers  were  in  for  a special  treat 
Oct.  22. 

Dr.  Thomas  Liley  and  Cameron  Hofmann 
performed  at  the  Faculty  Recital,  which 
was  a part  of  the  Musica  Viva  program 
here  at  JJC. 

The  program  showcased  performances 
by  alumni,  faculty,  and  graduate  students 
and  has  become  popular  amongst  people  in 
the  community. 

Dr.  Liley  has  traveled  across  the  United 
States  and  Eastern  Europe  sharing  his  love 


for  the  saxophone.  He’s  been  featured  in 
numerous  music  publications,  including 
The  Saxophone  Symposium,  and  has  even 
performed  for  dignitaries  at  the  White 
House. 

Mr.  Hofman  shared  his  musical  talent 
by  tickling  the  ivories  as  a seasoned  piano 
soloist  as  well. 

Recitals  are  held  on  Sundays  at  3pm  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Theater,  are  free  of  charge, 
and  are  open  to  the  public. 

Look  for  details  on  coming  performances 
on  the  JJC  website. 
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■THE 


MARINE 

A great  bad  movie 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

His  signature  finishing  move  in  a World 
Wrestling  Entertainment  ring  is  called  the 
“FU.”  He  refers  to  his  legion  of  fans  as  the 
“Chain  Gang.”  He  claims  to  have  a PhD 
in  Thuganomics.  A catchphrase  of  his  goes, 
“You  can’t  see  me.” 

In  The  Marine,  you  see  plenty  of  WWE 
superstar  John  Cena.  Running,  jumping, 
shooting  and  generally  blowing  stuff  up — 
but  in  a good  bad  way. 

John  Triton  (Cena)  has  just  returned 
from  Iraq  after  being  discharged  for 
disobeying  orders.  Triton  returns  home  to 
his  wife  Kate  (Kelly  Carlson)  and  a boring, 
honorless  job  as  rent-a-cop  security  for  a 
downtown  high-rise;  he  lasts  one  day  at  the 
place. 

Depressed  by  seeing  her  husband  having 
trouble  fitting  into  normal,  everyday  life, 
Kate  suggests  a let’s-just-go-somewhere 
trip,  not  knowing  where  they’re  going. 

Meanwhile,  jewel  thief  Rome  (Robert 
Patrick)  and  his  group  of  criminals  move 
their  latest  heist’s  result.  En  route,  one  of 
the  thieves  shoots  a cop  at  a gas  station, 
and  Triton  goes  to  help,  but  gets  knocked 
down  while  his  wife  is  kidnapped  by  Rome 
& Co. 

Naturally,  they  blow  the  entire  gas  station 
to  oblivion  . . . butTriton  survives,  seeking 
his  kidnapped  wife  and  revenge  on  those 
who  took  her.  Many  explosions  ensue. 

Okay,  let’s  get  this  out.  Cena  really 
can’t  act.  He  just  needs  “I”  and  a flick 
of  the  switch  to  “on”  to  really  get  going. 
“Action” — get  it? 

Okay,  cheesy  I know  but  so  is  the 
movie.  Good,  cheesy  action.  In  fact,  the 
action  sequences  are  very  well-done.  First- 
time  director  John  Bonito’s  only  previous 


experience  was  putting  together  explosive 
video  promotions  for  WWE,  and  he  does 
nicely  translating  his  talent  for  45-second 
videos  into  a 93-minute  action  flick. 

Patrick,  who's  best  known  as  the  T- 
1000  in  Terminator  2,  shows  his  age  now, 
but  doesn’t  show  signs  of  a diminished 
villainous  look  and  attitude.  He  plays  Rome 
with  a hint  of  charm  amongst  his  ruthless 
aggression;  it’s  nice  to  see  him  back  in  the 
swing  of  bad  guy  things. 

Carlson  does  well  in  a role  that’s  a 
180-tum  from  her  role  as  KJmber  on  the 
provocative  FX  series  Nip/Tuck.  She’s 
straight-laced  here  and  looks  good  as  the 
damsel  in  distress. 

Still,  the  center  of  focus,  of  course,  is 
Cena.  His  tough  guy  attitude  and  Matt 
Damon-on-steroids 
looks  add  to  action 
in  this  big,  explosive, 
dumb  movie 

that  is  genuinely 
entertaining-  a 
movie  that’s  so 
bad,  it’s  good. 


JJC  Fine  Arts  Department 
Calendar  of  Upcoming  Events 


Oct.  2 - 27 

Teresa  T.  Schmidt  - Drawings 

The  process-oriented  drawings  of  Teresa  T.  Schmidt  are  focused 
on  light,  responsive  marks,  and  abstract  form.  Schmidt  is  a 
professor  of  art  (drawing  and  prints)  at  Kansas  State  University. 


Nov.  13  - Dec.  1 

JJC  Area  High  School  Art  Exhibition 

Selections  are  made  by  high  school  art  instructors  and  awards 
distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Joliet  Junior  College  Studio  Art 
faculty.  An  evening  awards  ceremony  and  visual  arts  open  house 
are  held  in  conjunction  with  this  annual  display  of  works  from 
area  high  schools. 


Nov.  9-12 

Bus  Stop  By  William  Inge 
Directed  by  Nicki  Blowers 
Stranded  in  a small-town  diner  during  a snowstorm,  a handful 
of  weary  travelers  face  life-changing  situations.  Among  the 
passengers  is  Cherie,  a young  nightclub  singer,  being  persued  by 
a romantically  inexperiecned,  but  determined  cowboy. 

For  ticket  or  general  information  call 
Theater  Manager  Nicki  Blowers  at  (8 1 5)  280-2200 


Do  you  have  the  write  stuff? 

Staff 
Writers 
NEEDED! 


Contact  the  Blazer  staff 
at  (815)  280-2313  or 
blazennail@jjc.edu 


Aurora 

University 


Transforming 

Lives 


Complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  majors. 

Experience  a smooth 
transfer  of  credit. 

Learn  about  competitive 
scholarships. 

Explore  AU's  adult 
degree  completion 
programs. 


AURORA  UNIVERSITY 


Cali:  800-742-5281 
E-mail:  admission@aurora.edu 
www.aurora.edu/transfer 
Apply  online  (fee  waived) 


Earn  your  Bachelor's  and  Master's  Degree  at  the  same  time 


I've  got  my  mind  on 

higher  goals. 

Ill  complete  my  Bachelor's 
and  Master's  Degrees  h i Ilk'  Mitre  tlnrr 
If  takes  rni'if  Jfmltvih 
Id  nwt  lust  Wit*. 

I am  a Robert  Morris 
student. 


I 


Dual  Degree  Program 


8$  Robert  Morris  College 
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Horror  flicks  to  watch  on  H 


Entertainment  editor  Matt  Sheehan  and  staff  writer  Rasa  Wahlen 
make  their  picks  for  scary  movies  to  watch  this  Oct.  31 


New  ‘Elm  Street’  DVD  looks  better,  still  scares 


remake 


By  Matt  Sheehan 
When  Wes  Craven’s  horror 
classic  A Nightmare  on  Elm 
Street  was  released  in  1984, 
nobody  knew  what  to  expect  of 
the  low-budget  flick.  The  only 
major  star  of  the  time  was  John 
Saxon,  whose  credits  include 
Enter  the  Dragon  and  guests 
spots  on  TV  shows  such  as 
Gtmsmoke and  Wonder  Woman. 

Nobody  else  in  the  cast — even 
a fresh,  young  actor  named 
Johnny  Depp — was  a star  at 
all.  After  Elm  Street , that  all 
changed. 

The  film  was  a surprise 
smash,  topping  the  box  office. 

It  made  Robert  Englund’s 
Freddy  Kruger  a household 
horror  name,  spoken  in  the 
same  sentences  as  Michael 
Meyers,  Dracula  and  The 
Wolfman.  The  original  film 
spawned  several  sequels, 
including  a mash-up  of  horror 

icons  Kruger  and  Jason  from  the  Friday  the  J3lh  horror 
film  series  ( Freddy  vs.  Jason,  naturally).  However,  nothing 
can  or  will  top  the  original,  especially  in  the  latest  special 
edition  of  the  original  Freddy  film  as  part  of  New  Line 
Cinema’s  Infinifilm  DVD  releases. 

The  two-disc  DVD  set  has  an  all-new,  remastered 
version  of  the  movie;  Freddy’s  scars — and  scares — have 
never  looked  sharper,  crisper,  or  of  better  quality. 

The  great  thing  about  the  Infinifilm  releases  is  the 
interactive  bonus  features  available  while  viewing  the  film. 

There  arc  simple  fact  tracks  at  the  bottom  of  the  screen, 
and  on  the  same  disc  you  get  an  entire  different  version 
of  the  film  with  optional  pop-up  messages  that  ask  if  you 
want  to  watch,  say,  a 35-second  clip  of  Englund  talking 
about  the  make-up  process  for  the  film.  If  you  watch  it,  the 

Lommel’s  ‘Dahlia’ 
doesn’t  smell  so  sweet 

By  Rasa  Wahlen 
DUD! 

This  one  simple  word  sums  up  Polish  director 
Ulli  Lommel’s  Black  Dahlia , which  is  synonymous 
with  the  Brian  DePalma  verison  in  theaters  now. 

Lommel  fails  to  deliver  a suspenseful  thriller.  There 
isn’t  the  slightest  chance  this  low  budget  flick  could 
have  been  improved. 

Black  Dahlia  was  an  attempt  to  revive  a true  1 947 
notorious  Hollywood  scandal  in  which  aspiring 
actress  Elizabeth  Short  was  murdered.  The  felon 
was  never  caught  and  the  identity  remains  a mystery 
which  still  intrigues  people  to  this  day. 

In  the  film,  made  almost  60  years  later,  similar 
cases  begin  appearing  which  seem  to  link  to  the 
Black  Dahlia  murder.  The  culprits  who  are  behind 
the  vicious  slayings  are  searching  for  look-a-like 
actresses.  They  stage  a fake  casting  call  to  lure 
women  into  an  abandoned  prison.  Their  victims  are 
young  aspiring  actresses  who  are  absurdly  oblivious 

of  wha'  danger  lies  deep  with  the  penitentiary  It  doesn’t  even  come  close.  This  was  more  of  a 

n‘  A ■ . . ..  , macabre  sludge-filled  smorgasbord  of  assorted  fake 

pa°d ca?andPmou«I!l|-C’  CU'Pril 'l  P'3y  2 b°dy  parts’  alone  wilh  vast  of  blood,  bad 

paced  cat  and  mouse  killing  game  with  their  prey.  acting  and  no  directing. 

TPhiC  rd  tXpUcit-  The  sound  ‘■“Xi* is  P°°r  and  weak.  The  musical 
victim's  ? murderers  butcher  the  choices  are  extreme,  loud  classical  to  a jazzy  genre 

™t!n and perform wha' aPPeare  Tbo  scenes  and  music  mtxed  togeteTompare 
to  nails  on  a chalk  board;  they  are  startlingly  and 


film  will  return  to  where 
you  left  off.  Just  think  of 
it  as  audio  commentary 
without  taking  away  from 
the  viewing  experience. 

Speaking  of 

commentaries,  the 

film  has  brand-new 
audio  commentary  from 
Craven,  Englund,  Elm 
Street  s scream  queen 
Headier  Langenkamp,  and 
others  from  the  cast  and 
crew.  Additionally,  there 
is  the  option  to  listen  to 
the  original  commentary 
from  the  first  Elm  Street 
DVD  release  with  Craven, 
Langenkamp,  Saxon  and 
cinematographer  Jacques 
Haitkin.  All  of  these  great 
features  are  just  disc  one. 

On  disc  two,  some  very 
interesting  film  fan-essential 
featurettes  include  “The  House 
That  Freddy  Built,”  a great  look 
at  the  history  of  New  Line  Cinema  and  the  company’s 
reputation  built  on  horror  films  (other  films  and  series 
under  the  New  Line  umbrella  include  The  Texas  Chainsaw 
Massacre.  Blade,  Final  Destination  and  Friday  the  1 3,h). 

Additional  behind-the-scenes  documentaries  include 
the  standard  conception-to-iconography  of  the  film 
called  “Never  Sleep  Again:  The  Making  of  A Nightmare 
on  Elm  Street"  and  “Night  Terrors;  The  Origins  of  Wes 
Craven’s  Nightmares,”  which  is  a great  look  at  dreams 
and  nightmares  with  clips  from  the  Elm  Street  films  in 
between. 

As  a whole,  the  Infinifilm  special  edition  of  A Nightmare 
on  Elm  Street  makes  the  film  look  better  than  it  ever  has 
and  is  without  a doubt  a must-own  for  film  fans,  especially 
horror  buffs  looking  for  new  scares  from  Freddy  Kruger. 


ominous 
as  original 


By  Rasa  Wahlen 

Prophecies,  angels, 
666,  and  the  devil  are 
sure  to  make  a recipe  for 
eternal  damnation. 

Evil  lingers  ominously 
throughout  the  remake  by 
director  John  Moore  of  box 
office  hit  The  Omen. 

American  diplomat  Robert 
Thom  (Liev  Schreiber)  and 
his  wife  Katherine  (Julia 
Stiles)  are  devoted  parents 
who  suspect  a wicked  and 
malevolent  spirit  may  have  risen 
in  their  son. 

A series  of  events  and  the  many 
predictions  and  signs  from  the  Bible 
have  the  Vatican  worried  that  Armageddon  is  near.  Death, 
destruction,  war  between  countries  and  the  three  comets 
have  all  been  foretold  in  Revelations.  The  beginning  of 
the  war  of  all  wars  and  death  are  upon  mankind. 

A priest  who  witnessed  the  birth  of  Damien  Thom 
attempts  to  warn  Robert  that  he  must  sacrifice  the  devil’s 
son,  his  child.  At  first  the  Ambassador  shrugs  him  off 
as  an  obsessive  and  religious  fanatic,  until  his  warnings 
become  true. 

As  evil  unfolds  around  Mr.  Thom,  death  lurks 
simultaneously.  He  visits  the  priest  who  was  present  at  the 
birth  of  his  child  and  the  Italian  words  “molti  morte”,  for 
“many  dead,”  begin  bizarre  and  unexplained  deaths. 

This  remake  does  a fine  job  of  copying  the  original 
Omen  directed  by  Richard  Donner  which  starred  Gregory 
Peck.  The  special  effects  were  gruesome  and  satisfying. 
My  memory  recalls  when  the  original  arrived  at  the 
theaters,  which  left  me  with  shivers  and  goose  bumps,  that 
Damien  had  me  reaching  for  the  Bible. 

It  almost  seems  as  though  the  director  copied  it  exactly 
except  for  the  fresh  faces.  The  only  fault  may  have  been 
that  there  weren’t  any  surprises.  Don’t  get  me  wrong,  it 
was  well  done.  I believe  it  is  excellent  for  new  and  younger 
eyes.  Halloween  is  right  around  the  comer  and  this  would 
be  delicious  to  watch  on  a creepy,  eerie  and  sinister  night! 

The  DVD  has  some  extended  scenes  which  were  okay. 
Although  the  alternate  ending  was  quite  disappointing  it 
was,  to  some  extent,  no  different  than  the  original.  It  does 
have  commentaries  and  various  information  regarding  the 
meaning  of  666  and  other  interesting  tidbits,  which  were 
captivating. 


to  be  a bizarre  ritual  dance. 

A very  young  cop  makes  a connection  from  the 
1 947  Black  Dahlia  murder  to  the  current  killings. 
He  interviews  an  old  man,  Mr.  McCoon,  and  begins 
an  investigation  with  a hunch  Mr.  McCoon  is 
involved  with  the  killings. 

The  only  scandal  in  this  bomb  was  the  fact  it  was 
released.  Don’t  get  me  wrong  - I actually  enjoy 
watching  gruesome  thrillers  - but  this  wasn’t  one. 


mismatched.  It’s  as  though  the  director  spliced  the 
clips  together  in  his  garage. 

Even  as  a rental  this  is  worthless.  The  DVD 
features  are  completely  lacking-  it  only  has  the  usual 
sound  set  up,  language  choices  and  movie  trailers. 
That’s  it.  The  only  intriguing  item  about  the  DVD 
is  the  picture  on  the  cover.  Definitely  leave  this  one 
on  the  shelf. 


A College  Diploma...  a little  piece  of 
paper  that  comes  at  a big  price. 

A college  education  doesn't  come  cheap,  and  UPS 
knows  that.  That's  why  they  came  up  with  the 
Earn  and  Learn®  Program.  As  a student  working 
part-time  at  UPS,  you  can  get  as  much  as  $23,000 
towards  your  college  expenses  and  tuition. 

S8.S0  pei  hour,  with  increases  ol  SOC  alter  90  days  and 


$23,000* 

n College  Financial 
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Men’s  soccer  earns  top  seed 


Wolves  finish  strong 
by  winning  final 
two  games 

By  Jim  Sheldon 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  men’s 
soccer  team  has  been  firing  on  all 
cylinders  throughout  the  regular 
season. 

With  an  8-6-2  record,  the 
Wolves  have  earned  the  top 
seed  in  the  upcoming  Region  IV 
tournament. 

"I  wasn’t  really  surprised  by  the 
team’s  performance  this  season.  1 
felt  that  the  team  could  achieve 
the  number  one  seed,"  said  coach 
Cris  Trillo. 

The  Wolves  finished  strong, 
winning  their  last  two  matches. 

In  their  most  recent  match,  the 
Wolves  defeated  N4C  conference 
opponent  Kankakee  Community 
College  1 6-0  at  Joliet  Park  District 
field  on  Oct.  17. 

Javier  Del  Toro  led  the  way  for 
the  Wolves  with  six  goals,  setting 
the  JJC  record  for  most  goals 
scored  in  one  game.  Fernando 
Najera  and  Andy  Oyarce  each 
contributed  two  goals.  Nate 
Swoboda  led  the  team  with  three 
assists. 

Prior  to  the  match  against 
Kankakee,  the  Wolves  defeated 
non-conference  opponent 

Waubonsee  College  at  home,  1-0, 
on  Oct.  13.  Jimmy  Baker  netted 
the  only  Wolves’  goal,  but  that 
was  enough,  thanks  to  goalkeeper 
Bobby  Wooten's  four  saves. 

The  Wolves  this  season  had 
four  players  honored  by  earning 
spots  on  the  Region. IV  Division 
III  All-Region  team.  Dexter 
Tobie,  Angel  Contreras,  Jimmy 
Baker  and  Javier  Del  Toro  were 
chosen. 

Del  Toro  led  the  team  in 


Stop  this:  DEF  Javier  Del  Toro  sweeps  past  his  opponent  at  the 
Kankakee  game. 


scoring  and  is  ranked  fourth  in 
Division  III,  NJCAA  scoring  with 
49  points,  including  21  goals  and 
seven  assists. 

“Javier  Del  Toro,  being  a first- 
year  player,  has  done  better  than 
expected,  but  it  has  been  a team 
effort  this  season,"  said  Trillo. 

The  Wolves’  next  test  will  be 
the  opening  round  of  the  Region 
IV  Tournament  against  either 
number  four  Triton  College 
or  number  five  Kankakee 
Community  College  on  Oct.  25. 

That  game  will  be  played  at 
Lewis  University  in  Romeoville 
at  2 p.m. 


Women’s  Soccer 
Update 

The  JJC  Women’s  Soccer 
Team  began  its  playoff 
quest  when  it  hosted  Harper 
College  in  the  opening 
round  of  the  Region  IV 
Tournament  on  Tuesday, 
Oct.  24. 

The  paper  was  already 
sent  to  press  before  the  game 
was  played.  For  the  results 
of  the  Lady  Wolves’  playoff 
game  against  Harper  check 
out  the  school’s  website. 


MM  Juta  Collage  hshtag. 

Proudly  Presents  Our  3rd  Annual  c 

Holiday  Happeningsl 

One  Day  Only!  - Wednesday,  November  1st 


Atk 

Holiday. 

"IYees, 'Ornaments, 
& Decorations 
ON  SALE! 

Special  One  Time 

•Trnty  Pr 


3pm  to  7pm! 

Food  & Dip 
Sampling 
3 pm  to  6:30  pm! 


Drawings  For 
Door  Prizes! 


Other  I<ems 

Specially 

Priced 

For  This  Event 
Only! 

On, 

Kind. 


All  Sale  Items  Limited  To  Stock  On  Hand  - Prior  Sales  Excluded 
Sorry,  We  Can  Not  Hold  Orders! 


A Reminder  From  The  JJC  Bookstore 


Spring  2007  Books  Will  Be  Available 
I nt-Store  and  Online  Beginning 
Monday,  December  4,  2006! 


Joliet  Junior  Collepe  Bookstore 

.((Building -Across  from  ThcSeiwiccCcntcr  AndRegistratjon 
Monday  - Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:30  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  4:30  pm 
Phone:  815-280-6767  Email:  bookstorc@jjc.cdu 
On  the  Web  - wrvw.jjcbookstore.com 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Bays  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day ! 


Athletes  & asttn 

By  Jim  Sheldon 

Anthony  Stewart  is  the 
Male  Athlete  of  the  Issue 
after  his  14  carries  for  98 
yards  and  two  touchdowns 
helped  the  Wolves 
defeat  Midwest  Football 
Conference  opponent 
College  of  DuPage,  24-2 1 , 
on  Oct.  16.  In  the  Wolves’ 
previous  game  against 
MFC  opponent  North  Iowa 
Area  Community  College, 
he  rushed  14  times  for 
Anthony  Stewart  101  yards  and  scored  two 
touchdowns  in  the  Wolves’ 

40-20  victory  over  NIACC. 

Stewart  had  a high  of  119  yards  rushing  against  MFC 
opponent  Elsworth  Community  College  and  he  scored  a 
season-best  three  touchdowns  against  MFC  opponent 
Harper  College. 

Stewart  leads  the  team  in  rushing  and  is  25"'  in  Division 
III,  NJCAA  rushing  with  102  carries  for  557  yards,  and 
8 touchdowns,  averaging  80  yards  a contest.  He  also  has 
seven  receptions  for  79  yards  on  the  year. 


Lindsey  McCormack  is 
the  Female  Athlete  of  the 
Issue  after  her  performance 
in  the  Lady  Wolves’  most 
recent  soccer  match  against 
Waubonsee  College  on  Oct. 
18.  She  scored  the  Lady 
Wolves’  only  goal  in  a 3-1 
defeat.  On  Oct.  I3,jn  a 2- 
2 tie  with  South  Suburban 
College,  she  scored  both  of 
the  Lady  Wolves' goals. 

McCormack  has  had 
a high  of  two  goals  in  a 
game  twice  this  season, 
both  times  against  South  Suburban  College.  She  has  also 
recorded  a team-high  three  assists  against  Triton  College 
on  Sept.  22. 

McCormack  leads  the  team  in  scoring  with  nine  goals 
and  seven  assists. 

The  Lady  Wolves  opened  the  playoffs  at  home  on  Oct. 
24  against  Harper,  after  the  Blazer  had  already  gone  to 
press. 


Lindsey  McCormack 
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Sports 


Wolves  fall  to  6-2  with  loss  to  Grand  Rapids 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

The  Wolves  struggled  early  and 
often,  committing  five  turnovers 
in  a 28-7  loss  to  Grand  Rapids 
Community  College  on  Oct.  21  at 
rainy  Joliet  Memorial  Stadium. 

The  match-up  pitted  the  top- 
rated  defense  in  the  Midwest 
Football  Conference,  Grand 
Rapids,  against  the  top-rated 
offense  in  the  MFC,  Joliet  Junior 
College. 

The  Raiders  kept  to  their 
defensive  ways,  forcing  five 
turnovers  and  holding  JJC’s 
offense  to  278  total  yards. 

Grand  Rapids  got  on  the  board 
first,  taking  advantage  of  good 
field  position  after  a Wolves’  punt 
late  in  the  first  quarter.  Quarterback 
Brent  Trevino  hooked  up  with 
receiver  Dwight  Thompson  for  a 
44-yard  touchdown. 

The  Wolves  struggled  through 
most  of  the  first  half  with  two 
drives  ending  in  interceptions 
inside  die  Raiders’  40. 

They  received  a break  as  Grand 
Rapids  kicker  Evan  Muldoon 
missed  a 32-yard  field  goal  that 
clanked  off  the  left  upright  late 
in  the  first  half.  Following  the 
missed  field  goal,  the  Wolves 
put  together  an  80-yard  scoring 


drive  that  resulted  in  a one-yard 
touchdown  run  by  quarterback 
Jason  Schleuter  with  16  seconds 
left  in  the  first  half  to  tie  the 
game. 

Grand  Rapids  continued 
moving  the  ball  well  in  the  second 
half,  scoring  twice  to  make  it  21- 
7 entering  the  fourth  quarter. 

The  Wolves  tried  to  mix  it  up 
in  the  fourth  with  an  option  pass 
by  running  back  Terry  Cotton,  but 
the  pass  was  picked  off  and  the 
Wolves  were  turned  away  again. 

After  a Grand  Rapids  fumble 
late  in  the  fourth,  the  Wolves 
looked  like  they  had  a shot  to  get 
back  in  the  game,  but  a fumble  by 
running  back  Cotton  proved  to  be 
the  end  for  the  Wolves. 

Quarterback  Schleuter  finished 
21-44  for  214  yards,  three  INT 
and  a rushing  touchdown.  Cotton 
led  the  way  on  the  ground  with 
1 7 carries  for  46  yards.  Receiver 
Brian  Miles  finished  with  seven 
catches  for  84  yards  to  lead  the 
Wolves. 

The  Wolves,  the  top  seed 
in  their  division  of  the  MFC, 
will  next  face  fourth-seeded 
Rock  Valley  on  Oct.  28  at  Joliet 
Memorial  Stadium. 

Kickoff  is  slated  for  6 p.m. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovt 


In  the  dirt:  Wide  receiver  Christian  Grant  is  tackled  during  the  Wolves'  loss 
Saturday,  Oct.  21. 


Lady  Wolves’  winning  streak  halted  at  four 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
women’s  volleyball  team  saw  its 
four-game  winning  streak  come  to 
an  end  Oct.  27  with  a 12-30,  21- 
30,  21-30  loss  to  N4C  conference 
opponent  Harper  College. 

Leading  the  offense  were  Kim 
King  and  Becky  Stover  with  10 
kills  each.  On  the  defensive  side 
of  the  ball,  Cortney  Sweat  led  the 
team  with  31  digs. 

In  their  match  with  Moraine 
Valley  Community  College  on 
Oct.  18,  the  Lady  Wolves  were 
defeated  24-30,  30-23,  15-30,  31- 
33.  King  led  the  offense  with  17 
kills  and  Stover  also  contributed 
13  kills.  Sweat  and  Stover  led  the 


defense  with  32  digs  each. 

Prior  to  their  two-game  losing 
streak,  on  Oct.  11.  the  Lady 
Wolves  defeated  Division  II 
opponent  Oakton  Community 
College  36-34,  26-30,  30-21,  27- 
30,  15-10.  Stover  led  the  charge 
for  the  offense  with  20  kills  and 
King  added  18  kills.  Stover  also 
led  the  defense  with  39  digs. 
Setter,  Heather  O’Neill,  had  50 
assists. 

On  Oct.  10,  the  Lady  Wolves 
defeated  Triton  College  30- 
16,  30-12,  30-17.  King  led  the 
offensive  attack  with  16  kills 
and  Stover  added  12  kills.  Sweat 
led  the  defensive  charge  with  23 
digs. 


On  Oct.  5,  the  Lady  Wolves 
were  victorious  over  the  College 
of  Lake  County  30-18,  30-24,  30- 
21.  Leading  the  way  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  was  Stover.  She  had  21 
kills  and  21  digs  in  the  match. 

On  Oct.  4,  the  Lady  Wolves 
started  their  four-game  winning 
streak  by  defeating  Waubonsee 
College  30-24,  30-23,  22-30,  30- 
26.  Leading  the  charge  for  the 
Lady  Wolves  was  King  with  15 
kills„and21  digs. 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  be 
in  action  on  Thursday  Oct.  26 
against  Sauk  Valley  Community 
College  on  the  road.  The  game  is 
set  to  begin  at  6:30  p.m. 


it’s  hard  landing:  Amber  Howell  dives  to  get  a dig. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 

spiked  punch:  Cortney  Sweat  jumps  to  spike  the  ball. 
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Two  journalists 
share  their  stories 
on  how  they  gained 
success 
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Honors  Program 
founder  Pete  Neff 
shares  insights 
with  students 


PAGE  14 

Photo 

highlights  from 
this  year’s  men's 
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OSA  wraps  up  OctSOBEflfest 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


ON  THE  STRAIGHT  AND  NARROW:  A JJC  student  stumbles  as  he  attempts  to  walk  a straight  line 
while  wearing  fatal  vision  goggles  during  National  Collegiate  Alcohol  Awareness  Week. 


By  Mary  Schultz 

National  Collegiate  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week  came  and 
went  again  Oct.  23-26  once 
again  this  year  at  Joliet  Junior  College. 

Activities  included  ‘mocktails',  music, 
food,  the  Joliet  Police  Department 
with  fatal  vision  goggles  and  a driving 
simulator,  a panel  discussion  covering 
the  consequences  of  driving  under  the 
influence,  and  a parody  of  the  TV  quiz 
show  Hollywood  Squares. 

“The  turnout  was  as  good  as  we’ve 
had  in  previous  years,”  said  Pam  Dilday, 
Director  of  Student  Activities. 

“I’m  pleased  with  the  number  of 
students  who  did  participate  and  with 
staff  involvement  especially  with  the  JJC 
Squares  on  [Oct.  25],”  she  said. 

Asked  if  she  thought  the  activities 
achieved  their  purpose  of  informing  and 
influencing  students  on  the  subject  of 
alcohol  consumption,  Dilday  said,  “We 
need  to  make  students  aware  of  the  need 
to  make  responsible  decisions  and  to  show 
them  that  resources  exist  for  them  at  the 
college,  like  the  Wellness  Program.” 
Feedback  on  the  event,  according  to 
Dilday,  has  been  interesting. 

“I  heard  from  several  students  that 
they  had  no  idea  the  cost  of  a DUI  was 
so  high  and  that  was  a surprise  to  them," 
she  said. 

“Students  indicate  that  they  do  use 
designated  drivers  or  just  do  not  drink  and 
drive.  I think  they’ve  been  told  over  and 
over  and  the  message  is  consistent." 


Juco  student  helps  make  JJC  website 
useable  for  the  visually  impaired 


By  Alexis  Layman 

In  a world  where 
technology  is  taking 
society’s  metaphorical 
reigns,  it  seems  that  one  group 
of  people  may  feel  out  of  the 
loop.  Where  do  those  who  are 
visually  impaired  fall  into  this 
quickly  developing  mix? 

Ben  Swiggett,  a first  year 
student  here  at  Joliet  Junior 
College,  is  blind  and  familiar 
with  the  presumably  tedious 
task  of  dealing  with  the  syllabi, 
books  and  tests  translated  into 
braille.  What  makes  things  even 


more  difficult  for  Swiggett  is 
the  college’s  website,  which  is 
difficult  for  blind  students  to  use 
efficiently.  Swiggett  recently 
was  nominated  to  contribute  to 
a project  to  change  this. 

In  late  August,  the  idea 
to  revamp  the  website  was 
introduced.  Carol  Smith,  director 
of  the  Student  Accommodations 
and  Resource  office,  came  to 
Swiggett  with  a proposal  to 
revamp  the  website  so  he  would 
be  able  to  utilize  it. 

Swiggett  agreed  to  take  on 


this  new  job. 

“I  was  excited  because  I knew 
this  was 
something 
only  I could 
do-  it  made 
me  feel 
important,” 
stated 
Swiggett. 

Swiggett 
has 
experience  with  a certain 
computer  program  called 
screen-reader  software.  The 


program  vocalizes  die  words  on 
the  computer  screen. 

Swiggett’s 
job  is  to 
scan  through 
the  website 
using  the 
program 
and  figure 
out  which 
words  are 
registering 
and  which  words  aren’t. 
Problems  in  the  software  include 
text  on  either  side  of  the  web 


pages.  Fine-tuning  the  grouping 
of  words  on  the  site  is  a large 
part  of  the  process. 

Swiggett  won’t  be  out  of  a job 
anytime  soon.  There  are  multiple 
pages  to  go  through  on  the  site 
which  translates  to  more  pages 
for  him  to  scan  over  and  adjust. 

“The  new  website  will 
help  the  college  and  also  help 
other  people  that  are  visually 
impaired,”  commented  Swiggett. 
“This  was  a chance  for  me  to 
do  something  to  not  only  help 
myself,  but  others  as  well.” 


“I  was  excited 
because  I knew  this 
was  something  only  I 
could  do." 

- Ben  Swiggett 
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Opinion 


Democrats  win  ground  war  at  home 


The  hard  part  is  over.  Taking  over  Congress  that 
is.  Let’s  face  the  truth,  the  Democrat's  triumph 
over  Republicans,  who  themselves  were  becoming 
impatient  with  their  record  during  an  unpopular  war 
was  only  a small  part  of  the  party's  achievement, 
despite  a great  deal  of  celebrating  it  prompted 
among  Democratic  partisans. 

It  would  have  been  more  startling,  considering  the 
circumstances,  if  the  Democrats  hadn’t  prevailed. 

On  Tuesday,  Nov.  7,  Americans  went  to  the  polls, 
using  their  civic  duties  to  express  their  civil  liberty- 
mandated  right  to  express  their  profound  feelings 
and  outright  displeasure  with  President  Bush  and 
the  Republican-controlled  Congress’  handling  of  the 
War  on  Terrorism. 

And  now,  only  a few  days  passed  since  the  big 
movement,  a sobering  wave  should  be  passing 
through  Democratic  ranks  right  about  now.  They 
now  have  control  over  Congress,  their  great  prize. 

But  with  power  brings  a great  deal  of 
responsibility,  and  even  in  a system  that  permits 
and  perhaps  encourages  a divided  government, 
the  burden  has  now  been  passed  to  the  Democrats. 
They  have  to  do  something  with  this  power 
besides  reward  themselves  with  chairmanships  and 
patronage  and  the  psychic  spoils  of  office. 

The  Democrats’  control  of  the  House  of 
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EDITORIAL 


Representatives  and  of  the  Senate  is  229-196 
and  51-49,  respectively.  The  following  day,  we 
witnessed  Secretary  of  Defense  Donald  Rumsfeld 
resign  from  his  position. 

The  country’s  voters  approved  a referendum  of 
sorts  against  Bush  and  his  administration,  issuing 
a mandate  to  change  the  course  of  the  country. 
Numerous  issues  compelled  many  Independents 
and  the  occasional  Republican  to  side  with  the 
Democrats.  There  are  festering  sores  in  the  hearts  of 
many  voters  and  politicians. 

The  war  on  terror,  which  no  one  wants  to 
abandon.  Climate  change,  which  every  industrial 
nation  but  the  United  States  has  at  least  tried  to 
address.  Education,  where  every  problem  cannot  be 
solved  by  having  kids  take  tests.  Competitiveness, 
a word  from  the  1980s  but  a grave  challenge  for 
the  21st  century.  The  tax  system,  which  hasn’t 
been  overhauled  in  20  years  and  isn’t  getting  more 
rational.  The  balance  between  religious  life  and 
civic  life,  a challenge  Americans  have  struggled 
with  for  two  centuries,  and  is  progressively  more 
stubborn  in  an  aee  of  ranid  technological  change. 


But  voters  have  now  told  Bush  via  ballots  that  the 
new  primary  objective  is  to  get  our  soldiers  out  of 
harm's  way  and  back  home,  where  they  can  be  used 
better  to  defend  rather  than  attack. 

It  is  clear  that  this  decree  from  voters  and 
Rumsfeld’s  resignation  is  a step  in  the  right 
direction.  For  three  years,  we  as  citizens  have  seen 
the  overturning  of  the  Saddam  Hussein  and  have 
seen  his  regime  turn  into  a bloody  affair  of  suicide 
bombs,  dead  American  soldiers  and  no  light  at  the 
end  of  the  tunnel. 

Yes,  this  can  be  considered  an  improvement  to  a 
lot  of  people.  However,  until  Congress  reconvenes 
in  January  with  the  new  colleagues  and  actually 
tries  to  work  together,  we  will  have  to  see  if  new 
leadership  will  help  accomplish  what  voters  hope 
for  or  just  make  things  worse. 

Still,  with  Americans  doing  what  maybe 
should’ve  been  done  in  the  2004  presidential 
election,  they  have  chosen  a fresh,  new 
leadership  and  now  hope  to  see  more  of  a focus 
on  strengthening  the  United  States  in  a strong, 
sweeping  American  fashion. 

| A different  point  of  view  from  editor  Mary  | 
Schultz,  plus  elections  results  on  Page  10 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


1 wanted  to  let  all  of  you  at 
The  Blazer  know  that  you  are 
doing  a great  job.  I picked  up  a 
copy  of  the  paper  on  my  way  out 
on  Wednesday,  after  speaking  to 
the  students  at  noon.  I was  very 
impressed. 

1 think  The  Blazer  compares 
favorably  with  student  newspapers 
at  the  larger  four-year  state 
schools.  It  is  impressive  not  just 
in  looks  but  also  in  content.  Keep 
up  the  good  work. 

The  work  is  providing  valuable 
experience  and  will  make  an 
impressive  calling  card  when  you 
go  on  to  a larger  college. 

It  is  the  active  and  involved 
students  like  you  who  will  make 
a difference  in  the  world. 

Jim  Ridings 

Herscher,  IL 


Letter 


The  Blazer  welcomes 
AND  ENCOURAGES 
PARTICIPATION  BY  OUR 
readers.  Please  sign  and 

PROVIDE  A PHONE  NUMBER 
FOR  ALL  LETTERS  SO  WE 
CAN  VERIFY  AUTHENTICITY. 

Letters  should  be  300 

WORDS  OR  FEWER.  We 
RESERVE  THE  RIGHT  TO  EDIT 
FOR  SPACE  AND  CONTENT. 
YOU  MAY  SEND  YOUR  LETTER 
THROUGH  INTEROFFICE  MAIL, 
REGULAR  MAIL,  EMAIL  AT 
BLAZERMAIL@JJC.EDU,  OR  BY 
DROPPING  THEM  OFF  AT  THE 

Blazer  office  in  F-1009. 


ELECTIDN  RESULTS 


See  Page  10! 
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Keep  the  gray  hazf  away 


uestion  of  the  issue: 


Lets  take  a secondhand 
moment  and  discuss  an  issue 
that  has  plagued  this  campus  — — — — — 

for  iong  enough. 

At  every  campus  entrance  there 
are  designated  areas  carved  out 
for  smokers.  But  all  too  often,  many  students 
and  staff  frequently  can  be  seen  smoking  near 
entranceways  that  are  non-smoking  areas  causing 
innocent  passersby  to  choke  on  their  leftovers 
unwillingly. 

So,  just  for  kicks,  let’s  explore  for  a minute 
why  it’s  called  “secondhand  smoke”?  What  in  the 
world  is  so  “secondhand”  about  it  anyways? 

When  you  find  yourself  gagging  on  it  and 
look  around  for  the  source,  it  always  seems  to  be 
coming  straight  from  the  cigarette.  The  smoker’s 
not  using  the  smoke  first  before  sharing  it.  Most 
of  the  time,  they  aren’t  even  puffing  on  the 
thing  at  all.  They  just  sit  there  letting  tendrils  >of 
carcinogenic  particulates  pollute  the  air. 

But  let’s  give  smokers  this  much  credit  - when 
they  do  take  a pull  on  their  coffin  nails,  they 
usually  refrain  from  blowing  it  right  into  our 
faces. 

So  there’s  nothing  secondhand  about  it.  Those 
of  us  who  don’t  smoke  are  walking  by  and 
receiving  the  full,  genuine,  original  article,  fresh 
and  straight  off  the  rack. 

Face  it,  folks-  we’re  smoking.  The  good  news 
is,  we  don’t  have  to  pay  for  it.  The  bad  news?  We 
don’t  have  any  say  in  the  matter. 

On  state  and  local  levels,  there  are  many 
groups  moving  to  eliminate  smoking  from  bars 
and  restaurants  - the  last  broad  refuges  of  the  gray 
haze.  Many  individuals  are  angry  about  these 


EDITORIAL 


groups  because  they 
believe  that  the  most 
vital  smoking  ban 
issue  is  still  up  in  there 
air  for  those  against 
anti-smoking  messages 
— what  neutral  criteria  is  there  that  determines  that 
when  a health  issue  rises  to  a level  that  necessitates 
government  intervention?  That  question  may  never 
fully  be  answered.  However,  it’s  lime  to  speak  up. 

In  fact,  why  did  the  majority  let  it  sit  for  so  long? 
Maybe  it  was  that  classic  American  attitude,  “Live 
and  let  others  fill  our  air  with  deadly  fumes.” 

This  is  about  public  health,  not  offensiveness.  As 
the  surgeon  general  reported,  even  brief  exposure  to 
tobacco  smoke  “has  immediate  adverse  effects”  on 
the  body. 

For  all  of  those  die-hard  smokers  (no  pun  intended) 
who’ve  kicked  the  habit,  who  try  no  longer  to  look 
like  a sophisticated  cartoon  camel,  who  have  gone 
cold  turkey,  wom  the  patch  or  had  a recent  chest  x-ray 
scary  enough  to  send  them  running  for  the  nicotine 
gum,  maybe  you  can  help  us  out  with  this  issue. 

There  are  students,  staff,  faculty  and  visitors  to  JJC 
who  are  non-smokers  and  should  not  be  subjected  to 
this  unpleasant  and  harmful  activity. 

We,  smokers  and  non-smokers  need  to  be  courteous 
of  each  other,  rain  or  shine  (this  means  no  hiding 
underneath  smoke-free  walkways  to  hide  from  the 
snow  or  wind,  again,  ignoring  the  designated  areas 
where  smoking  is  allowed). 

And  these  areas  need  to  be  reinforced  more 
efficiently  by  campus  officials. 

The  fact  is,  this  is  an  issue  that  has  a simple  solution 
and  there  are  many  out  in  the  world  today  that  don’t. 


What  is  your  opinion  about  people  smoking 
outside  designated  smoking  areas  at  JJC? 


“Smoking  in  designated 

non-smoking  areas  reflects 

individuals’  pure  laziness  as 
well  as  their  disregard  for  fellow 
students.  It  needs  to  be  stopped!” 
-Sara  Dix 


“I  don't  see  what  the  issue 
is... what  does  it  matter  if  I am 
smoking  two  feet  behind  a sign? 
It’s  still  outside.” 

-Joe  Weber 


allergic  to  smoke.  So  1 am  asking 
all  students  to  smoke  in  designated 
smoking  areas.” 

- Laura  Olsen 


"1  don't  see  a substantial 
amount  of  people  doing  that, 
so  I don’t  feel  there  is  a major 
problem  at  our  fine  campus.” 
-Matthew  Carreon 


“It’s  obvious;  people  need  more  common 
sense.  Smokers  have  inhaled  so  much 
over  the  years  that  they  forgot  what  NON- 
SMOKING signs  looked  like.  . . . Smokers 
need  to  take  their  stress  into  legal  areas  and 
quit  devastating  our  oxygen  - that  shouldn’t 
be  too  much  to  ask.” 

- Matthew  Nicola 


Shoot  a gun  or  two,  it  doesn’t  hurt 

/ 


Before  a few  weekends  ago, 
1 would  have  no  sooner  gone 
shooting  then  gouge  my  own 
eyes  out.  Hell,  I didn’t  even  know 
the  difference  between  a rifle  and 
a shotgun,  or  where  you’d  go  to 
shoot  one,  or  why.  But  1 decided 
to  go  ahead  and  give  it  a try. 

I was  never  opposed  to  guns, 
they  just  seemed  a little  daunting. 
I still  don’t  see  myself  as  a 
collector  of  any  sort  in  the  future, 
and  I’m  not  all  Charlton  Heston 
on  the  matter,  nor  am  I all  Rosie 
O’Donnell. 

So  1 figured  why  not  approach 
learning  to  operate  a firearm 
as  one  approaches  learning  to 
Rollerblade  or  refinish  furniture? 

When  we  arrived  to  the  gun 
range,  anxiety  crept  into  my 
system.  The  place  sounded  like 
a Hollywood  soundstage  with 
a Western  in  full  shoot.  POtV! 
POW!  POW!  POWi 

We  knew  the  guys  out  there 
just  wanted  to  shoot  the  cardboard 
targets  in  front  of  them,  but  who’s 
to  say  one  of  them  wasn’t  going 
to  experience  a sudden  chemical 
imbalance  and  turn  to  obliterate 
us? 

If  you  heard  these  sounds  in 
Chicago,  you’d  run,  you’d  bleat, 
you’d  cry  out  for  your  mommy. 
Here  in  boofoo  Illinois,  you  just 
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have  to  trust.  You  have  to  trust, 
and  you  have  to  watch  dozens 
of  rifles,  handguns,  shotguns, 
anything  with  ammo  in  it  fire  off. 

Standing  on  the  place’s  rustic 
porch,  waiting  for  instructions 
from  my  boyfriend,  I surveyed  the 
range,  populated  by  middle-aged 
white  folks  in  elaborate  protection 
and  John  Deere  hats.  And  when 
I saw  two  children  (around 
5 years  of  age)  our 
Steve  quipped  to  their 
bright  futures  as  “fine 
Republicans.” 

The  whole 
place  seemed 
like  a boys 
club,  with  no 
women  in  sight 
. . . except  me. 

The  boys,  who  were  all 
game,  offered  me  the  first 
20  gage  shotgun.  With  m 


ear-protection  on  it  was  hard  to 
hear  the  instructions.  I’d  had  no 
preconceived  notions  of  whether 
I could  really  do  this  or  not.  My 
brother’s  BB  gun  in  the  backyard 
was  nothing,  but  this  was  different 
- this  day  the  firearms  were  more 
serious. 

Up  until  then,  1 wasn’t 
concerned  with  the  targets.  But 
all  of  that  changed  as  soon  as  the 
ammo  was  loaded  and  the  gun 
was  nestled  against  my  shoulder, 
my  arms  in  that  universal  rifle- 
holding  position,  the  one 
countless  little  boys  have 
imitated  through  the 
ages.  In  that 

loment, 
t h e 
energy  of 
a million 
testosterone- 
filled  hunters 
suddenly  passed 
through  me  with 
great  force.  I 
wanted  to  see  that 
bad  little  target  die. 

I lined  my  right  eyeball 
up  with  the  scope.  I 
squeezed  thetrigger. 
BAM!  The  gun 
recoiled  against 
my  right  shoulder. 


and  the  first  thing  1 experienced 
was  the  instant  formation  of  ; 
bruise. 

Next  was  the  AR-30  sniper 
rifle.  This  thing  was  louder 
than  any  gun  on  the  range 
that  day  . . . and  the 
deadliest. 

As 


soon 
ready, 
rifle 


up 


1 took  the 
n hand,  hoisted 
into  position, 
surprised  at  how 
weak  my  right  shoulder 
was  getting  already.  I lined 
everything  up,  wanting  to  make 
it  all  happen  quickly  so  my  brain 
couldn’t  get  in  the  way. 

After  I fired  the  gun,  I wasn’t  as 
concerned  with  the  target  as  I was 
with  the  noise  that  was  directly 
next  to  my  head  and  the  fact  that 
the  noise  made  the  scope  cap  fly 
off  of  the  table.  I felt  a surge  of 
power. 

After  a few  hours  of  rifle 
playing,  shooting  handguns  and 
experiencing  the  frightening 

effects  of  the  AK-47  (confirmed 
by  a late-night  viewing  of  Black 
Hawk  Down),  it  was  interesting 
reflecting  America’s  love/hate 
relationship  with  firearms. 

Gun  collectors,  historically 
hunters  and  shooting  sportsmen, 
have  always  promoted  responsible 


of  weapons, 
nowadays  it’s  a 
collective  gamble,  a 
form  of  entertainment 

and  a hot  topic  debate  that 
emphasizes  school  shootings  and 
the  mob. 

But  even  after  my  experience 
in  taking  the  mature  step  to 
understand  the  hobby,  that  sniper 
rifle  left  a frightening  impression 
on  me. 

With  the  exception,  perhaps, 
of  abortion,  there  is  no  topic  in 
America  that  generates  such 
passion  as  gun  control  and  gun 
ownership.  Intellectually,  I 
can  appreciate  the  importance 
of  citizens  to  be  able  to  ami 
themselves  and  rise  up  against 
oppression. 

It’s  hard  to  argue  with  rugged 
individualism,  father/son 

bonding,  family  fun  or  with 
victory  oveF  our  enemies. 

However,  holding  a gun  that 
can  now  be  considered  a symbol 
of  frightening  violence  because 
some  don’t  stick  to  hunting  deer 
- some  hide  out  in  school  book 
depositories,  clock  towers  and 
hallowed-out  trunks  of  beat- 
up  Plymouths  and  min  it  for 
those  who  are^responsible  with 
their  firearms  and  stick  to  their 
collections  as  a hobby. 
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Point-Counter-Point 


Hear  no  evil, 

The  media  - do  they  lead,  follow  and/or  imitate 
society? 

Does  Hollywood  observe  society  and  merely  recreate 
it  on  film?  Or  docs  the  media  lead  society,  and,  over 
time,  change  it?  And  if  it  does  merely  imitate  life,  is  too 
much  for  us  to  handle? 

The  average  American  family  spends  and  average  of 
six  hours  a day  watching  movies,  television  or  videos 
and  every  hour  spent  watching  or  playing  is  an  hour 
spent  developing  a new  role  model  for  life.  There  lies 
the  destructive  value  of  some  television  and  movies; 
viewers  get  the  wrong  impression  and  a distorted  view 
of  what  life  is  really  like. 

Each  movie  in  the  Saw  scries  seems  to  be  a lazy  attempt  to  make  its  viewers  cringe 
even  more  at  the  aspect  of  dying  in  such  inhumane  ways.  Many  viewers  can  still  cringe 
at  the  bloodiest  scenes  in  a movie  like  that,  but  even  more  are  continually  becoming 
densensitized  by  the  level  of  the  violence. 

When  Fast  and  the  Furious : Tok)'o  Drift  was  released  in  theaters,  a sea  of  adrenaline- 
pumped  moviegoers  poured  out  of  the  theater  doors, 
into  their  standard  factory-built  cars  and  out  into  the 
street  like  maniacs. 

When  the  movie  HULK  came  out,  for  a few  weeks 
I believed  my  brother  actually  thought  his  childhood 
dream  of  being  green  and  mighty  had  come  true. 

The  National  Association  of  Educational  Broadcasters 
held  the  first  reported  study  on  television  violence 
in  1951.  Congressional  hearings  in  1954  regarding 
violence  made  the  movie  and  TV  industries  promise 
to  mend  their  ways  the  “following  fall”.  As  the  next 
autumn  and  subsequent  seasons  hit,  violence  further 
increased  as  the  freeze  on  new  TV  frequency  allocations  established  the  unchallenged 
cultural  hegemony  of  national  network  broadcasting. 

Clearly,  something  was  and  is  wrong. 

Broadcasters  are  licensed  and  paid  to  deliver  receptive  audiences  to  their  business 
sponsors.  Their  interest  lies  in  their  deep,  violence-filled,  blood-lined  pockets. 

The  rationalization  that  violence  delivers  the  goods  - it  “gives  the  audience  what  it 
wants”  - is  disingenuous. 

Of  course,  not  all  violence  is  alike.  There  has  always  been  blood  in  fairy  tales,  gore 
in  mythology  and  murder  in  Shakespeare. 

B\1V  violence,  individually  crafted,  historically  inspired,  sparingly  and  selectively 
used  as  symbolic  to  real  life  doesn 't  provide  a balance  of  tragic  costs  against  deadly 
compulsions. 

However,  such  a tragic  sense  of  life  has  been  swamped  by  violence  with  happy 
endings  produced  on  the  dramatic  assembly-line.  This  “happy  violence”  is  cool,  swift, 
painless  and  often  spectacular. 

Violence-laden  television  significantly  contributes  to  the  feeling  of  living  in  a mean 
and  gloomy  world.  The  real  epidemic  we  have  is  not  homicidal  violence  but  the  fear  of 
homicidal  violence  (see  the  movie  Crash). 

There  may  be  a liberating  alternative  though.  In  the  United  States,  independent 
grassroots  citizen  organizations  are  needed  to  support  the  need  to  loosen  the  global 
marketing  noose  around  the  necks  of  producers,  writers,  directors,  actors  and 
journalists. 


see  no  evil... 

In  1915,  D.W.  Griffith’s  The  Birth  of  a Nation  was 
first  released  and  left  his  audience  in  nothing  less  than 
awe.  The  film  portrayed  the  raw  realness  of  racism  and 
subtle  justifications  of  segregation. 

Despite  the  bigotiy  portrayed,  the  film  is  considered 
a technical  achievement  for  its  time  and  an  important 
film  in  the  history  of  motion  pictures. 

Fast-forward  to  1992.  Ice-T  and  his  group  Body 
Count  released  the  song  “Cop  Killer,"  inciting 
entertainment  watchdog  groups  that  said  the  song 
made  people  want  to  murder  cops. 

Coincidentally,  the  not  guilty  verdicts  of  the  police 
officers  accused  of  beating  Rodney  King  shortly  followed  the  song’s  release.  Many 
credit  the  Ice-T’s  extensive  first  amendment  use  as  opening  the  eyes  of  those  unaware 
of  police  brutality. 

The  following  year,  Schindlers  List  gave  us  visual  insight  into  the  horrors  that  Hitler 
and  the  Nazis  committed  against  European  Jews,  Gypsies,  Russians  and  non-Aryans. 
The  film  is  considered  by  many  as  one  of  the  greatest  films  ever  made,  coming  in 
at  number  nine  on  the  American  Film  Institute’s  100 
Greatest  American  Movies. 

As  you  can  see,  film  and  music  have  been  culturally 
significant  in  not  just  stirring  emotions  but  providing 
relevance  to  history  and  the  present,  sometimes  with 
unrelenting  realism. 

In  fact,  die  entertainment  industry  as  a whole — 
books  and  TV,  too — has  depicted  real-life  as  accurately 
as  possible. 

And  as  the  saying  goes,  the  truth  hurts  and  is 
something  the  world  needs  more  of. 

With  our  government  leaders  beating  around 
the  bush  with  honesty  instead  of  coming  right  out  with  the  truth,  the  traditionally 
liberal  entertainment  industry,  especially  Hollywood,  have  held  up  their  unwritten 
responsibility  to  be  socially  conscience.  If  there’s  something  wrong  with  society,  they 
point  it  out. 

In  fact,  U2  has  been  commenting  on  society  pretty  much  since  their  inception.  As 
much  as  people  complain  about  lead  singer  Bono's  extensive  international  philanthropy, 
the  lyrics  he  writes  for  die  band  are  poetic  and  can  be  expressed  as  tom  romance  or 
social  commentary  (“One”  is  a perfect  example). 

They  started  with  “Sunday  Bloody  Sunday,"  a response  and  protest  song  to  die 
violence  occurring  in  their  native  Ireland.  Critics  rate  it  as  one  of  U2’s  best  protest 
songs.  Rolling  Stone  ranked  "Sunday  Bloody  Sunday”  268th  on  its  list  of  "The  500 
Greatest  Songs  of  All  Time”  in  2004. 

Television’s  comments  on  society  are  some  of  the  most  poignant.  It  was  the  to  first 
feature  Ellen  about  an  openly  gay  woman  named  Ellen  DeGeneres.  Although  her  show 
was  pulled,  the  gay  community  embraced  the  breakthrough. 

Then  came  Will  & Grace.  Queer  as  Folk.  The  L Word  and  even  ER  and  Buff’  the 
Vampire  the  Slayer , all  shows  that  had  prominent,  if  not  lead,  gay  characters.  TV 
helped  pave  the  way  for  homosexuals,  bisexuals  and  trarisgendered  people  to  embrace 
and  be  comfortable  with  their  sexuality  and  not  afraid  to  go  out  into  public  with  that 
fact  secured. 

Saving  Private  Ryan.  The  Shield.  Nip/Tuck.  Law  & Order.  N.W.A.  Green  Day.  They 
all  represent  society  utter  true  fashion 
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Not  all  violence  is 
alike. 

There  has  always 
been  blood  in  fairy 
tales,  gore  in  my- 
thology and  murder 
in  Shakespeare. 


TV  helped  pave 
the  way  for  homo- 
sexuals, bisexuals 
and  transgendered 
people  to  embrace 
and  be  comfortable 
with  their  sexuality. 


Changing  directions  in  life 


As  the  youngest  of  five  children 
with  a 12-year  age  span,  I grew 
up  constantly  looking  ahead.  1 
watched  my  siblings  Icam  to  ride 
bikes  and  drive  cars,  go  to  high 
school  and  then  college. 

Throughout  the  years,  I 
remember  my  parents  giving 
my  siblings  and  me  simple, 
no-nonsense  advice  on  how  to 
get  through  high  school  and 
college  as  students  in  advanced 
placement  and  honors  classes  and 
extracumcularactivities  relatively 
unscathed. 

"You  can  do  anything,  you 
can’t  do  everything”  was  an  oft- 
repeated  phrase  when  one  of  us 
would  succumb  to  the  stress  of  six 
tests,  three  projects,  a paper  and 
two  dress  rehearsals  all  falling  in 
one  week. 

As  my  siblings  went  off  to 
college,  more  of  the  same  advice 
came;  drive  our  beater  car  and 
don’t  buy  your  own,  use  the  first 
two  years  of  college  to  take  fun 
classes  you’re  interested  in  while 
getting  your  requirements  out 
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of  the  way  and  go  ahead  and 
change  your  major  again-  almost 
everybody  docs  at  least  once. 

On  Thursday,  Oct.  26, 1 learned 
where  some  of  that  advice  had 
come  from:  the  founder  of  the 
JJC  Honors  Program,  Pete  Neff. 

Neff  came  to  the  October 
honors  forum  to  share  some  of 
the  knowledge  he'd  gained  over 
his  38-year  teaching  career. 
His  advice,  like  my  parents’,  is 
simple,  but  not  easy. 

“Study  hard.  Do  things,”  he 


told  us,  admitting  that  most 
students  don’t  live  by  the  one 
hour  of  class  equals  two  hours  of 
studying  and  homework  rule,  and 
that,  especially  at  a community 
college,  working  during  the  school 
year  is  unavoidable.  Neither  was 
his  advice  to 
“do  things” 
the  easiest 
to  follow. 

Studying 
abroad, 
going  to 
conferences 
and  finding 
ways  to  make 
contacts  in 


‘You  can  do  anything, 
you  can’t  do  every- 
thing’ was  the 
oft-repeated  phrase 
when  one  of  us  would 
succumb  to  stress. 


down  to  earth  and  practical,  like 
his  advice.  Once  you  hear  it, 
suddenly  things  make  a little  more 
sense  and  you  feel  that  some  of 
the  pressure  on  your  shoulders  to 
figure  out  your  life  now  has  gone 
and  you  are  left  with  a neatly 
packaged, 
unchanging 
explanation 
of  your 

direction 
in  life.  Just 
study  hard 
and  do 
things. 


It’s 


your  desired  field  of  study  are  the 
things  students  can  do  to  go  that 
extra  mile  and  make  the  most  of 
their  time  in  college,  but  many 
don’t. 

I’d  heard  rave  reviews  about 
Neflf  as  an  advisor  and  a teacher, 
and  having  finally  met  him,  I can 
see  why. 

Neff  is  an  impressive  but  not 
an  oppressive  personality.  He’s 


incredibly 
simple  philosophy  for  a time 
in  life  that  can  seem  incredibly 
complicated.  In  high  school  we 
experimented  with  identities 
and  interests.  In  college  we’re 
supposed  to  know. 

Well,  I don’t  know  about 
anybody  else,  but  regardless  of 
the  plans  I may  have  laid  out  for 
myself  and  the  direction  my  life 
may  be  taking  for  the  moment. 


the  knowledge  that  all  I’m 
supposed  to  be  doing  is  'things’ 
in  addition  to  studying  hard  is 
a welcomingly  Zen  approach 
to  college  life,  and  one  that  I’m 
glad  to  have  affirmed  by  a man 
who  obviously  knows  what  he’s 
talking  about. 

Meeting  Neff  was,  to  me,  a 
right  of  passage  in  a sense,  just 
as  coming  to  JJC  has  been.  Now, 
having  followed  in  my  siblings’ 
footsteps  along  the  path  of,  you 
guessed  it,  studying  hard  and 
doing  things,  I can  begin  to  make 
my  way  into  the  rest  of  my  life. 

However  different  I am 
from  my  siblings  and  however 
differently  we  have  all  and  will 
all  continue  to  turn  out,  there 
are  some  logistics  we  all  have  in 
common,  and  JJC  is  one  of  them. 
Now,  Neff  is  too. 

I Honors  Program 
founder,  Pete  Neff,  visits 
Joliet  Junior  College. 

See  Page  7 
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Red  Cross  blood  drive 


By  Barbara  Messel 

One  person  can  save  the  lives 
of  three  people. 

Joliet  Junior  College  students 
can  become  heroes  to  others  by 
donating  blood  on  Thursday  Nov. 
16  from  10  a.m.  to  2 p.m.  The 
blood  drive  will  take  place  on  the 
bridge  and  will  be  hosted  by  the 
Holistic  Wellness  Club  and  the 
American  Red  Cross.  This  event 
has  been  and  will  be  instrumental 
in  saving  many  lives. 

Pam  Dilday,  director  of 
Student  Activities  and  adviser 
for  Student  Government  said  that 
“the  Red  Cross  approached  us 
last  year  to  see  if  we  wanted  to 
do  a blood  drive.  I chose  a time 
when  [students]  who  donate  to 
the  Nursing  Students  Association 
could  have  time  so  they  may 
donate  again  if  they  wanted.” 

The  NSA  holds  multiple  blood 
drives  for  the  Heartland  blood 
bank  throughout  the  year  if  any 
students  are  unable  to  donate  to 
the  Red  Cross. 

The  blood  given  on  Nov.  16 
will  be  given  to  the  American  Red 
Cross. 

“It  is  my  first  time  running 
a blood  drive  and  looking 
forward  to  the  students  coming 
and  donating,”  said  Amy  Sims, 
coordinator  of  Holistic  Wellness 
& Student  Activities. 

There  is  enough  space  for  72 
students  to  donate  at  any  one  time. 
Students  can  make  appointments 


for  a time  that  best  suits  their 
schedules. 

Before  donating  blood,  the 
bank  has  to  verify  a student’s 
health,  that  they  are  at  least  17 
years  old,  weigh  at  least  110 
pounds  and  have  not  donated 
in  the  last  8 weeks  (56  days). 
The  health  of  a person  will  be 
defined  by  how  well  the  person 
can  perform  normal  activities.  If 
someone  has  a chronic  condition 
such  as  diabetes  or  high  blood 
pressure,  they  can  still  donate  as 
long  as  they  are  being  treated  and 
the  condition  is  under  control. 
Students,  staff  and  any  faculty 
members  donating  will  be  asked 
a series  of  confidential  questions. 

Drinks  and  food  will  be 
provided  to  help  replenish  the 
blood  of  the  donor.  This  allows  all 
donors  plenty  of  time  to  recover 
from  the  experience  because  some 
donors  feel  dizzy  afterwards. 

Anyone  planning  to  donate 
should  make  sure  they  have  time 
to  recover  before  driving,  walking 
or  any  other  activities  to  avoid 
problems. 

Student  helpers  will  be  on 
hand  to  help  the  donors  around  if 
needed. 

“Donation  is  important  to  those 
who  reserve  it  that  the  part  I do  is 
small  in  comparison,”  said  Susan 
Mitchell,  last  year’s  student 

helper. 


SAA  now  an  official  club 


Testing  the  waters 


Here  fishy,  fishy:  Streams  biologist  Bob  Rung,  right,  and  11th  district  fisher  manager  Rob 
Miller,  both  of  the  Illinois  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  weigh  and  survey  fish  caught  in 
JJC's  lake.  This  survey  is  conducted  annually  by  the  agency. 

Correction:  In  our  first  article  on  the  project  to  clean  JJC’s  lake,  there  were  some  factual  errors. 
Judy  Mitchell,  director  of  administrative  services,  provided  the  following  information. 

“The  brochure  from  STS  [Consultants]  should  come  out  in  January,  while  they  are  working  on 
Phase  Two,  which  is  due  January  3 1 st,”  Mitchell  said.  The  Oct.  1 1 Blazer  article  said  that  S 1 2,000 
was  to  be  used  to  clean  up  the  lake.  Mitchell  said,  however,  that  the  SI 2,000  is  for  the  “preliminary 
work  needed  while  they  are  conducting  the  actual  testing  of  the  water."  She  added,  “They  will  deter- 
mine where  all  the  runoff  comes  from  and  then  test  what  chemicals,  if  any,  are  in  the  water. 

She  continued,  noting  where  the  project  will  go  from  here. 

“At  the  conclusion  of  Phase  One  and  Phase  Two  we  will  receive  reports,  the  first  which  l had  said 
was  received  last  week.  Based  on  the  final  outcome  of  both  reports,  primarily  Phase  Two,  a recom- 
mendation will  come  to  JJC  as  to  how  we  should  proceed  to  clean  the  lake,  and  what  we  will  need 
to  do  ongoing  to  maintain  the  lake,”  she  said.  “There  are  several  options  they  are  mentioning  at  this 
time,  one  being  dredging  the  entire  lake.  Before  we  can  proceed  on  cleaning  the  lake  we  have  to 
come  up  with  the  funding.  Several  grants  are  being  looked  in  to.” 


By  Mary  Schultz 
The  Joliet  Junior  College 
Student  Alumni  Association  was 
charted  as  an  official  club  of  the 
JJC  Collegiate  Club  Council  at 
the  October  meeting  of  the  CCC. 

“We’re  so  excited  to  have  this 
opportunity  to  offer  JJC  students 
an  educational,  social,  networking 
and  community  outlet,”  said 
advisor  Kelly  Myers. 

The  vision  of  the  SAA  is  for 
members  to  promote  the  college 
to  their  peers  and  potential 
students,  according  to  Deborah 
Dykstra,  co-advisor,  and  to  foster 
interaction  between  students 


and  alumni  to  create  stronger 
affiliations  with  JJC. 

Dykstra,  Associate  Professor 
in  the  Computer  Information  and 
Office  Systems  Department  and 
Vice  President  of  the  JJC  Alumni 
Board  of  Directors,  is  a graduate 
of  JJC. 

“It  is  my  hope  to  provide 
the  current  and  future  students 
with  the  same  support  and 
encouragement  that  I found  while 
attending  JJC,”  she  said. 

Students  who  wish  to  become 

See  SAA,  Page  7 
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The  earlier  you  plan,  the  ^ 

less  time  and  t€A, 

less  expense  It  nitl  take 
to  graduate! 


Don't  wait  for 
spring  registration 
to  decide  your  major. . . 

Schedule  an  appointment  | 
today  with  a 
Career  Counselor. 


Stu dent 
Center 


CURRENTLY  ACCEPTING  TRANSFER  STUDENTS 

Turn  your  2 -year  degree  Into  a bachelor's  degree  at  tho  school  known  tor  Its 
hard-working  students  and  a 93%  Job  placement  rate.  We  offer  more  than  35 
undergraduate  majors,  and  a streamlined  transfer  process.  So  get  ready  to  develop 
a strong  work  ethic  and  tarn  a return  on  your  Investment.  And  you're  welcome 

Tor  more  Information  contact  the  Office  of  Admission  at  100-442-928*  or 
visit  www.sxu.edu 


THERE'S  VIRTUE  IN  HARD  WORK. 
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WRITE  ON 


Journalists  chat  about  their  success 


Earn  youi  Bachelor's  and  Master's  Degree  at  the  same  time! 


SJ  ROBERT  MORRIS  COLLEGE 

800-RMC-S960 


IVe  got  my  mind  on 
higher  goals. 

Ill  complete  my  Bat  Woe's 
ml  Mastw's  Degiees  in  Ilk ■ same  time 
It  Ukt'i  iimt  students 
to  tunt  fust  one. 

I am  a Robert  Morris 
student. 


Seasonal  Part-Time  Package  Handlers 

• Earn  $8.50  per  hour,  wilh  potential  for  permanent 
job  placement  in  the  New  Year. 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekends  b Holidays  Off 

Learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  and  learn1  Program  and  Parl- 
Time  Package  Handler  opportunities  offered  through  Joliet  Junior 
College  today*  Please  contact  Jose  Perez  at:  708-670-4637  or 
visit:  www.upsjobs.com/chicago  • Access  Code:  3306 


'Earn 

Learn* 


Permanent,  Part-Time 
Package  Handlers  receive 
as  much  as 

$23,000*  m College 
Financial  Assistance 


» an  rqiul  cvpMWnc/  empty*’ 

M/I/DA 

'PiDiun  gadetns  j«jI  i 


Newsprint 
for  blood 

By  Randal  Donley 

Larry  Randa.  publisher/executive  editor 
Of  the  Joliet  Herald  News,  attended  Joliet’s 
weekly  Rotary  Club  meeting  Oct.  3 at  the 
Renaissance  Center  in  the  City  Center  to 
give  a speech  on  the  future  of  the  Herald 
newspaper.  Roxane  Geraci,  director  of 
JJC’s  Community  Relations  department, 
gave  the  introduction. 

Randa.  a University  of  Missouri  at 
Columbia  graduate,  is  the  operations 
and  newsroom  chief  for  the  42,000  daily 
circulated  newspaper  that  services  37 
towns  in  Chicago’s  southwest  suburbs. 

Over  the  last  several  weeks,  the  Herald 
News  has  made  some  key  changes  in  its 
coverage  by  focusing  on  the  more  local 
stories.  Despite  some  of  the  problems 
Randa  lists  that  can  hinder  a newspaper’s 
success,  such  as  rising  gas  prices  for  the 
vehicles  that  have  since  replaced  youth 
carriers  and  the  competition  with  internet 
papers,  part  of  its  success  is  “you  can’t 
take  it  [internet  papers]  into  the  bathroom,” 
Randa  explains.  “The  Herald  News  is  a 
great  newspaper  and  has  a great  staff . . . 

our  goal  is  to  make  it  as  local  as  possible." 

Some  of  the  key  changes  Randa  has 
influenced  since  he  started  his  new  job 
in  June  are  narrowing  down  the  business 
section,  allowing  more  space  for  guest 


Remembering  sterner  days 


Photo  courtesy  of  Herman  Haase 
Meet  and  Greet:  Larry  Randa,  publisher 
of  the  Herald  News,  speaks  to  JJC  Com- 
munity Relations  Director  Roxane  Geraci 
at  a recent  Joliet  Rotary  Club  meeting. 

views,  eliminating  the  TV  guide  (though 
it  was  brought  back  on  Oct.  6)  and  telling 
more  of  the  local  news. 

“We  want  to  tell  you  what’s  going  on," 
said  Randa  in  his  speech,  “and  be  your 
local  newspaper.  Everyone  has  a story  to 
be  told,  has  an  interest,  a hobby  or  maybe 
a kid  in  school. 

“In  the  newspaper  industry  there’s  a lot 
of  consolidation.  Big  guys  buying  little 

Randa  shared  that  his  grandfather  started 
a newspaper  in  1935  and  that  he  was  a third 
generation  owner  of  that  paper,  that  he  has 
dedicated  29  years  of  his  life  to  newspapers 
and  said  “I  have  newsprint  in  my  blood." 


By  Mary  Schultz 

Jim  Ridings  is  a name  you  may  never 
have  heard  in  Joliet  Junior  College  before, 
but  he  took  part  in  a significant  aspect  of 
the  college’s  history. 

Ridings,  who  said,  “I  prefer  to  think  of 
myself  as  just  a writer,”  has  self-published 
more  than  a dozen  books  of  cartoons  and 
Illinois  history,  and  is  a veteran  reporter  of 
over  six  newspapers. 

The  JJC  alumnus  and  SIU  graduate 
found  an  interest  in  journalism  in  high 
school,  but  he  never  got  involved  because 
“that  was  what  the  in-crowd  did,  and  I 
wasn’t  a part  of  that,"  says  Ridings. 

When  he  came  to  JJC  in  the  late 
sixties,  Joyce  Schenk,  an  English  and 
journalism  teacher  noticed  his  interest  in 
journalism  through  a survey  he  filled  out 
and  convinced  him  to  join  the  staff  of  the 
College  Casuals,  a newsletter  that  came 
out  three  times  a week  in  addition  to  the 
Blazer,  according  to  Ridings. 

“It  was  that  extra  effort  that  JJC  teachers 
give  that  drew  me  out  of  my  complacency 
to  get  involved  in  college  life  and  toward  a 
career  goal,”  he  said. 

In  1 969,  Schenk  left  JJC,  and  a substitute 
Ridings  described  as  “old  and  stem,”  was 
hired. 

“This  new  advisor  did  not  want  any 
controversy  and  no  criticism  of  the 
Vietnam  War  or  President  Nixon."  said 
Ridings.  “This  was  1969,  and  such  an 
arrangement  between  students  and  advisor 
was  not  possible.” 

Ridings  and  the  rest  of  the  staff  of  the 
College  Casuals,  which  Ridings  had  by 


then  expanded  with  more  pages  and  content 
such  as  features  and  cartoons,  quit.  For  the 
rest  of  the  school  year  of  1969-70,  Ridings 
and  his  staff  published  their  own  paper, 
Subterranean  Side  Show,  once  a week. 

“I  think  the  Blazer  published  only  a few 
issues  that  year-  everyone  was  on  my  staff,” 
said  Ridings.  “The  Side  Show  was  the  only 
paper  on  campus  that  year,  for  all  practical 
purposes.” 

Although  it  was  separate  from  the  official 
JJC  publications  of  the  time.  Ridings  said 
"[Subterranean  Side  57/011']  wasn't  totally 
an  underground  paper.  We  had  Cultural 
Cinema  Club,  with  Mr.  John  Stobart,  as  its 
sponsor." 

The  paper,  which  the  students  published 
both  from  their  own  homes  and  from 
campus,  included  feature  stories,  political 
commentary,  music  and  movie  reviews  and 
cartoons.  “We  even  had  a special  Frank  • 
Sinatra  issue  on  the  singer’s  birthday, 
because  me  and  two  others  on  the  staff 
were  huge  fans,”  said  Ridings.  “I  sent  a 
copy  to  Sinatra  and  got  a signed  thank-you 
letter  from  him.” 

Although  some  administrators  wanted  to 
stop  the  paper  from  being  published,  "[Side 
Show]  was  very  popular  on  campus,” 
Ridings  said.  “[It]  did  not  include  any 
profane  or  off-color  content.  I think  most 

of  the  faculty  also  liked  it.  1 don’t  know  if 
anyone  off  campus  knew  about  it.” 

Subterranean  Side  Show  was  only  a 
small  part  of  Riding’s  career  in  journalism. 
Papers  Ridings  has  worked  for  include 


See  RIDINGS,  Page  7 


Health  notification 


JUCO  student 
gets  meningitis 

By  Randal  Donley 

One  Joliet  Junior  College 
student  was  diagnosed  with 
viral  meningitis  in  the  month 
of  October,  according  to  a 
health  notification  released 
by  the  Community  Relations 
Department  to  all  students,  staff 
and  faculty  on  Oct.  23. 

Roxane  Geraci,  JJC’s  Director 
of  Community  Relations,  reports 
that  there  was  only  one  student 
diagnosed  and  “no  other  cases 
reported”  and  that  the  student  has 
since  returned  back  to  school  and 
is  “healthy,”  said  Geraci. 

According  to  the  emailed 
release,  the  student  immediately 
received  treatment  after  being 
diagnosed  and  received  clearance 
by  his/her  treating  physician  that 
following  week  after  Oct.  23. 

The  National  Center  for 
Infectious  Diseases  defines  the 
meningococcal  disease  to  be 
contagious  and  is  spread  the 
bacteria  through  the  exchange  of 
respiratory  and  throat  secretions 
(coughing,  kissing,  saliva,  etc). 

However,  the  bacteria  is  less 
contagious  compared  to  the 
common  cold  or  the  flu  and 
cannot  be  spread  from  casual 
contact. 

Symptoms  of  viral  meningitis 
appear  within  three  to  seven 
days  from  the  time  of  infection. 
Symptoms  include  fever, 
severe  headaches,  stiff  neck, 
and  sensitivity  to  .bright  lights, 
drowsiness,  confusion,  nausea 
and  vomiting. 

Anyone  who  has  the  following 
symptoms  and  thinks  they 
may  have  come  in  contact  with 
meningitis  is  advised  to  seek 
medical  assistance  and  notify  the 
Office  of  Student  Services  upon 
diagnosis  at  extension  (8 1 5)  280- 
6690. 


Words  of  the  wise 

Honors  program  founder  visits  JJC,  students 


By  Joe  Dutra 

For  many  students 
juststartingtheircollege 
experience,  it  can  be 
a bit  overwhelming. 

Managing  time,  

meeting  new  people, 
finding  the  path  to  the 
right  career:  it  can  all  take  its  toll 
on  a student. 

Junior  college  has  all  of  these 
pressures,  but  adds  to  the  pot  with 
a strong  need  for  responsibility. 
Most  students  commute  to  school 
and  balance  jobs,  family  and 
many  other  activities. 

Juggling  so  many  different 
aspects  of  life  is  tough  and  it’s 
always  helpful  to  catch  a few  tips 
on  the  way  to  graduation. 

During  a recent  honors  program 
forum,  a number  of  students  had 
the  opportunity  to  speak  with 
Pete  Neff,  former  JJC  English 
Professor  of  35  years.  Honors 
Program  founder,  and  a man  who 
knows  all  too  well  the  pressure  of 
a junior  college. 


“Never  trust  the  institution  to  look 
out  for  you  - they  wont.  You  have 
to  watch  out  for  yourself." 


“I  didn’t  prepare  a speech...” 
Neff  started  off  as  he  sat  back 
into  his  chair.  “I  didn’t  come  here 
to  speech  at  you.” 

It  was  obvious  he  was  less 
focused  on  what  he  already  knew 
and  more  intrigued  with  what  the 
students  wanted  to  know. 

And  so  Neff  began  asking 
everyone  about  their  majors 
and  what  colleges  the  students 
planned  on  transferring  to. 

From  St.  Francis  to  Purdue  to 
Columbia,  Neff  seemed  to  know 
everything  about  the  schools 
mentioned  even  some  things 
quite  unsettling. 

“Never  trust  the  institution  to 
look  out  for  you  - they  won't.  You 
have  to  watch  out  for  yourself. 
Loyola  University  in  Chicago 


dropped  their  dental 
program  in  the  middle 
of  the  year,  leaving  all 
of  its  students  behind. 
Things  happen,  check 
into  your  schools,  be 
aware.” 

As  Neff  went  on 
down  the  line  of  students,  one 
mentioned  that  he  was  undecided. 
It  seemed  that  Neff  was  most 
excited  about  this  response. 

“There  is  nothing  wrong  with 
not  knowing  what  you  want  to 
do  yet.  A lot  of  students  change 
their  majors.  I have  seen  students 
change  from  Agriculture 
English.  That’s  a big  change. 

“And  if  you’re  not  sure  about 
school,  do  something  else  for 
a while.  Explore  and  have  fun. 
Remain  open.” 

Neff  then  went  on  to  bet  that 
at  least  half  of  the  students  at  the 
forum  would  most  likely  change 
their  majors  before  receiving  their 

See  HONORS,  page  11 


News  Briefs 


THANKSGIVING  RECESS: 
Wednesday  Nov.  22  at  5 p.m. 
through  Sunday  Nov.  26. 

CAREER  DAY:  Nov.  15  at  9 
a.m.  to  1 p.m.  in  the  A-building. 

Ag/Hort/Vet  Tech  career  day 

Informational  sessions  will 
be  held  for  Ag/Hort/Vet  Tech 
programs  for  JJC  students. 
Contact  Lynda  Scerine  at  ext. 
2320. 

MENTALIST:  Nov.  15  at  11 
a.m.  on  the  bridge. 

OSA  invites  all  students  for  a 
“mind  blowing  experience  full 
of  mystery  and  excitement”  with 
Christopher  Carter,  mentalist. 
Contact  Pam  Dilday  at  ext.  2755 


COLLEGE  NIGHT:  Nov.  15 
at  5-7  p.m.  in  the  T-concourse. 

Universities  will  be  available 
for  students  to  discuss  their 
programs.  Contact  Nisse  Baly 
in  the  Technical  Department  for 
more  information  at  ext.  2725 

THEATER  PRODUCTION: 

Nov.  17  al  2-7:30  p.m.  in  the  K- 
building. 

The  theater  department 
announced  its  Nov.  17  studio 
production  of  Edgar  Lee  Masters' 
Spoon  River  Anthology. 

Ticket  prices  are  $5  for  general 
public,  $4  for  senior  citizens. 

Discounts  are  available  for  JJC 
staff,  faculty  and  students. 

For  more  information  contact 
the  box  office  at  ext.  2200 


FOOD  AND  WINE:  Nov.  17 
at  7-10  p.m.  in  the  main  campus 
cafeteria. 

It’s  the  6Ul  annual  Epicurean 
Festival  of  Food  and  Wine, 
hosted  by  JJC’s  Culinary  Arts 
and  Hospitality  Management 
department.  Theevening  will  have 
different  stations  for  everyone  to 
sample  both  exquisite  food  and 
fine  wines. 

Ticket  prices  are  $50  a person. 
Contact  Dori  Miller  at  ext.  2255 
or  visit  her  office  in  J-0009. 

AWARDS  CEREMONY: 
Nov.  30  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theater 

The  JJC  Area  High  School  Art 
Exhibition  Awards  Ceremony/ 
Open  House.  Contact  Jon 
Milosevich  at  ext.  2423. 


RIDINGS,  from  page  6 

Southern  Illinois  University’s 
Daily  Egyptian,  the  Daily  Times 
in  Ottawa,  and  the  Beacon  News 
in  Aurora. 

As  a reporter,  Ridings  has  had 
a very  full  career  and  has  seen 
the  process  of  publishing  a paper 
change  dramatically. 

“The  old  way  seems  primitive 
to  today’s  kids  who  grew  up  with 
the  technology,  but  it  was  better 
than  the  old  “hot  type”  linotype 
machines  which  used  hot  lead,” 
said  Ridings.  “I  did  a story  on  a 
man  in  the  mid-1990s  who  was 
still  using  one  in  his  print  shop 
in  Gardner.  He  has  since  passed 
away.” 

While  the  process  of  publishing 
may  have  changed,  for  Ridings, 
the  rewards  remain  invaluable. 

“1  think  helping  people  in  need 
was  very  rewarding,  especially 
when  an  injustice  was  being  done 
and  they  had  no  where  else  to 
turn,”  said  Ridings.  “To  be  able 
to  use  the  power  of  the  press 
to  make  a difference  was  very 
good,” 

SAA,  from  page  5 

members  are  encouraged  to  be 
seeking  their  Associate’s  degree 
or  a certificate  of  completion. 

“This  organization  will  offer 
JJC  students  who  arc  members  of 
SAA  many  opportunities  to  learn 
from  alumni  of  the  college,”  said 
Myers. 

Meetings  will  be  held  the 
second  Thursday  of  each  month 
on  the  bridge  on  Main  Campus. 


For  additional 
informaton  on  the 
Student  Alumni 
Association 
contact  Kelly 
Myers  at  ext. 
2218 


Order  Your  Books 
Online  at 

www.jjcbookstore.com 
Between  December  4, 2006  & 
February  28, 2007  and 

Pay  Only  $2.95 
For  Shipping! 

Save  Gas,  Time,  & Money! 


The  ONLY  Bookstore 
Owned  & Operated  by 
Joliet  Junior  College 
And  Don’t  Forget 
The  JJC  Bookstore 
Buys  Back  Books 
Every  Business  Day! 


Jde  JJC  tBcefotou  Wu(Lu>  IJou, 
yvux  thumb,  and  tFamify 
CL  JCappy.  and  Safe  JftanfogwinQ-  ^Holiday  ! 


Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

J-Buildlng  - Across  from  the  Service  Center  & Registration 
Monday  thru  Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm/Friday  7:30  am  to  4:30  pm 
(815)280-6767  / wwAV.jjcbcokstore.com  bookstorefgjjc.edu 
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Through  thf 
(LEFT)  A 
director  of  the 
helps  Laure 
of  the  Stude 
Department. 
iook  (llrough  . 
S-C  telescop 
when  Mercury 
the  sun  at  a 


JJC  THROUGH 


I ...  a Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 

. els,  JEWELS,  jewels:  A customer  shifts  through  a variety  of  jewelry  Nov.  8 where  multiple  student  and 
faculty  vendors  showcased  jewelry  in  the  cafeteria. 


Handprints:  Jen  Aleksic  places  her  painted  hand  on  the  diversity  paper.  Oct.  23,  on  the 
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Through  the  telescope: 
(LEFT)  Art  Maurer, 
director  of  the  planetarium, 
helps  Laurel  Bierman, 
of  the  Student  Activites 
Department,  step  up  to 
iook  iftrough  JJC's  8-inch 
S-C  telescope  on  Nov.  8 
when  Mercury  was  passing 
the  sun  at  a close  orbit. 


H A SNAPSHOT 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


ir,  Oct.  23,  on  the  bridge. 


Painted  T-shirt  contest: 
JJC  students  Katy 
Whately,  left,  and 
Serenity  Tomala, 
volunteers  for  Guardian 
Angel  Community 
Services,  hang  t-shirts 
Oct.  17  decorated  by 
children  and  adults 
who  have  witnessed 
abuse.  The  Clothes 
Line  Project  was  a joint 
effort  by  Guardian  Angel 
Community  Services  and 
Sexual  Assault  Service 
Center. 


ELECTION  RESULTS 


20D6 


Rod  R.  Blagojevich 


OlJR  NEW  SENATE!  51  Democrats  & 49  Republicans 


A state-by-state  break  down  of  Republican  (GOP) 
and  Democratic-voted  states.* 


Pat  Quinn 


Lisa  Madigan 


ft 

Jesse  White 


Daniel  Hynes 


A.  Giannoulias 


House  of  Representatives 


Democrat 


+ 28 


229*1 


Republican  232 


■28 


♦Includes  Independents  who  align  with  the  Democratic  caucus 
Information  provided  byjiytiraes.com 
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I A lone  Conservative  on  the  Blazer  staff  I 
weighs  in  on  the  2006  race  and  decisions  | 

Midterm  mediocraty  2006 

Yep,  the  Democrats 
won  alright. 

My  sister,  a JJC 
graduate  herself,  put  it 
better  than  I could,  so  I’ll 
quote  her:  “Dear  Election 
Winners:  Congratulations! 

5 1 percent  of  50  percent 
of  the  population  in  your 
area  chose  YOU.  In  some 
cases  it  was  less  than  50 
percent  of  50  percent  of 
the  population  thanks  to 
the  third  party  candidates 
and  write-ins,  but  hey,  a win  is  a win,  right?  And  in  some  cases 
it  was  less  than  50  percent  of  the  population  that  even  made  it 
to  the  polls.  So  that  means  less  than  50  percent  of  less  than  50 
percent  of  the  population  chose  YOU.  Now  that’s  what  I call  a 
mandate.” 

That’s  pretty  much  my  take  on  this  year’s  illustrious 
elections,  too. 

By  the  time  the  voting  day  rolled  around,  I was  so  sick 
of  blatant  slur  campaigns  (No  Rod,  I don’t  know  what  Judy’s 
thinking.  Why  don’t  you  ask  her  yourself?,  or  my  favorite, 
‘McSwe-xtrem-ey’.  Brilliantly  informative,  really),  that  I felt 
like  ignoring  the  whole  thing  until  they  were  done  with  their 
name-calling  and  tantrums. 

Just  like  a bratty  kid  in  a supermarket;  pretend  they’re  not 
yours  and  maybe  you  won’t  have  to  take  them  home. 

But  good  old  Rod.did  ‘come  home’  to  Illinois’  governor’s 
seat  once  again,  although  how  much  time  he  will  actually 
spend  in  the  state’s  capitol  this  time  around  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

Catty  observations  aside,  I do  stand  firmly  on  the 
conservative  side  of  the  line  in  general,  but  that  doesn’t  mean 
I’m  strictly  a Republican. 

I’ve  certainly  disagreed  with  Republicans  and  Democrats 
alike  in  the  past,  but  neither  of  our  candidates  for  governor 
made  me  completely  comfortable,  so  I don’t  think  our  country 
is  doomed  to  failure  now  that  Democrats  hold  a majority  of  the 
positions  in  Congress. 

I don’t  think  we’re  guaranteed  a change  for  the  better  just 
because  of  a Democratic  majority,  either. 

Democrats,  as  well  as  Republicans,  who’ve  been  elected 
must  now  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the  responsibility 
they’ve  been  given,  incumbent  or  not,  and  do,  not  the  liberal 
thing,  not  the  Republican  thing,  but  the  right  thing. 


Mary  Schultz 


HONORS,  from  page  7 

bachelors. 

Neff  also  had  some  great  tips 
for  those  who  are  sure  of  their 
majors  and  want  to  get  ahead  in 
their  fields. 

“Begin  networking  now.  This 
school  is  a great  start  for  making 
contacts  and  meeting  new  people. 
Leam  about  the  who's  who  in 
your  field,  because  once  you’re  in 
grad  school,  who  you  work  with 
is  crucial.” 

As  the  forum  went  on,  setting 
priorities  became  the  main 
center  of  discussion.  Neff  was 
quite  passionate  about  this  topic, 
especially  in  the  junior  college 
scene. 

“It’s  always  been  the  nature  of 
a community  college  for  students 
to  work.  However,  jobs  are  never 
an  excuse  for  not  having  work 
done.  The  ideal  way  to  plan  and 
work  on  a career  is  to  work  in  the 
summer  and  study  in  the  winter,” 
he  said. 

Neff  was  fervent  on  this  issue 
when  it  came  to  students  fresh  out 
of  high  school  who  work  and  go 
to  school. 

“Instant  gratification  is  not 
very  rewarding,”  he  said.  “There’s 
something  about  having  worked 


hard  for  something.  When  you’re 
in  school,  drive  a beater.  What  fun 
will  it  be  when  you  can  actually 
afford  a nice  car?” 

Nearing  the  end  of  the  forum, 
Neff  was  put  on  the  spot  when 
he  was  asked  to  contrast  between 
the  students  at  JJC  today  and  the 
students  20  years  ago. 

“It’s  difficult  to  say.  Many 
things  have  changed.  Conditions 
have  changed.  I have  obviously 
changed,”  Neff  chuckled. 

“I  would  have  to  say  that  the 
study  ethic  was  stronger  twenty 
years  ago.” 

He  mentioned  again  the  idea 
that  students  seem  to  work  too 
much,  leaving  less  time  for 
studies. 

“However,  I do  feel  that  students 
are  more  interested  today.  I used 
to  have  students  walk  out  of  class 
halfway  into  a lecture.  There 
seems  to  be  a lot  more  enthusiasm 
today.”  Neff  said. 

"I  learned  a thousand  more 
things  teaching  than  when  I was 
in  school,”  he  says. 

Students  can  always  use  great 
tricks  and  tips  like  the  ones  Neff 
provided  to  help  make  education 
a better  experience. 
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Benedictine  University  provides  you  with  the 
foundation  — academically,  personally  and 
spiritually  — to  become  an  active  leader  in 
your  profession  and  your  community. 

°n°r°  Benedictine  University 

570Q  College  Road  in  Lisle,  Illinois 


We  Are  Visiting  Your  School! 


Transfer  students  can  learn  about 
Benedictine  University  by  meeting  with 
one  of  our  admission  counselors  on 

November  27,  2006 


(866)  787-9004  • admissions@ben.edu  • www.ben.edu/jjc 
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Major 

Business 


at 


Elmhurst 


You’ll  find  the  complete  package.  We  offer  you  a personal,  powerful  education 
designed  for  tomorrow’s  business  leaders— at  one  of  the  best  liberal  arts 
colleges  in  the  Midwest.  In  small  classes,  you’ll  work  face  to  face  with  professors 
who’ve  served  as  corporate  strategists,  technology  experts,  and  Fulbright 
scholars.  You’ll  conduct  actual  market  research  and  gain  real-world  experience- 
long  before  you  graduate.  And  you’ll  prepare  for  real  leadership  in  the  new 
global  world  of  business  and  society. 


^ Elmhurst  College 


Contact  us! 

190  Prospect  Avenue 
Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126 

(630)  617-3400 
www.elmhurst.edu 


Get  real. 

Our  first-rate  internship  program 
offers  you  opportunities  to  gain 
not  only  real-world  experience 
but  also  course  credit.  Selected 
sites  include  Allstate,  AT&T, 


Fifth  Third  Bank,  IBM,  Marriott, 
Merrill  Lynch,  Minolta,  Motorola, 
Smith  Barney,  and  United  Airlines. 
And  through  our  unique  Small 
Business  Institute,  you’ll  plunge 
into  the  process  of  solving 
authentic  business  problems. 

Go  far. 

You’ll  enjoy  unlimited  access  to 
field  experiences  throughout  the 
Chicago  area.  You’ll  work  with 
major  international  corporations 
through  our  Hardin  Institute  for 
Market  Research.  You  can  even 
study  abroad  and  see  first-hand 
how  business  is  conducted  in 
Turkey,  Russia,  Morocco,  Costa 
Rica,  or  on  the  Pacific  Rim. 

Majors  in  Business 

• Accounting 

• Business  Administration 


• Economics 

• Finance 

• International  Business 

• Logistics  & Transportation 
Management 

• Management 

• Marketing 

• Music  Business 

For  students  24  and  up. 

Adult  learners  come  to  class 
already  well  equipped  with  skills, 
knowledge,  and  experience. 
Elmhurst  gives  credit  where  credit 
is  due.  You  can  earn  up  to  32 
semester  hours  for  significant 
learning  beyond  the  classroom. 
And  you  can  major  in  one  of  our 
fast-track  programs,  such  as  the 
Elmhurst  Management  Program, 
Managerial  Communication,  and 
Information  Technology. 


A Top  10  college. 

It’s  official:  Elmhurst  College  is 
among  the  best  in  the  Midwest. 
Check  out  “America’s  Best 
Colleges  2007,”  the  influential 
study  by  U.S.News  & World 
Report.  For  the  fourth  year  in  a 
row,  Elmhurst  College  ranks 
among  the  top  10  comprehen- 
sive colleges  in  the  Midwest, 
according  to  the  survey.  Elmhurst 
also  appears  in  the  Princeton 
Review’s  most  recent  list  of  top 
colleges  in  the  Midwest,  earning 
especially  high  marks  for  finan- 
cial aid  offerings,  faculty,  and 
quality  of  life. 
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Entertainment 


Want  to  see  your  name  in  print? 

The  Blazer  welcomes  submissions  from  new  staff  writers. 
Stop  by  the  office  at  F-1009  or  email  blazermail@jjc.edu 
for  information  on  submission  guidelines  and  publication 
deadlines. 


The  RN*BSN  program  at  SXU’s  Oriand  Park 
campus  is  designed  for  the  registered  nurse. 


Apply  for  the  RN-BSN  dual  admission 
program  between  Saint  Xavier  University 
and  Joliet  Junior  College. 


JK  iiukrxi  »h.'  rent  c.ttkJ  an  awcuw  N applied  Kittice 
lh  nunerve  ar«)  lOWWtpj  the  NCLEX-RN,  c.ti  earn  a 

bochek*  ci  v «rn<x  'lertr  m nuriry  * the  Semi  Xmer  '>  bnmrv 
Oebixl  Ruk  cam 


■ Ccmptctc  ihc  nunirg  curna&in  it.  II*  mnuhs. 

■ AS  tiuKr«  ocune  outfit  in  8-irrck  bbckk 

■ Talc  jfvjtii.iix  of  i&xx*  dcMpntd  fcc  adus  ituiieiuv 

■ Lull  a oil  bi  petal  keening. 

■ IV4X1  the  pcognea  while  ccmpf ciu  g 
gcncfd  cduiarvxi  and  wppan  econo. 

• Rccenr  10  ks«b  heun  of  advan.xd 
pfn.vnnni  cnxlii  weUut 


Learn  more  today! 

Conteel  Robert  Wetemun 

Ottrr  O W"wc<i.  C Rat'd  Co-put 

(TOO)  802-C200  e*  »wmwifil8wi»cu 


Saint -Xavier  • University 


Chicago  ♦ Oriand  Park 

THERE'S  VIRTUE  IN  HARD  WORK. 


I CAN  LEARN 
FROM  EXPERTS. 


1 CAN  BECOME 
AN  EXPERT. 


Out  faculty  members  have  long  been  leadeis  in  then  reipettlve  helds— buslneis,  psychology,  comnunicjtioitt. 
giaphlc  design  and  more.  Ihe/re  also  committed  to  helping  you  piepare  for  your  own  satisfying  and  successful  caieei. 
1 here's  a lot  you  want  to  do  in  tile.  With  a great  education  from  Dominican,  you  can. 

Learn  moie  about  our  majors,  campuses,  and  gieat  value  by  contacting  us  at  706-524-6800  or  dotwdmls@dom.edu. 


DOMINICAN 
^UNIVERSITY 

Inspired  minds.  Amazing  possibilities. 


DOMINICAN. 


My  life  sucks 
more  than  yours 

There  is  a revolution  going 
on  in  this  country.  Black  hair 
gently  combed  over  the  forehead 
of  pasty  white  faces.  Thick, 
black  wrist  bands  that  match 
black  eyeliner.  Bands  lamenting 
about  lost  loves,  distant  parents 
or  separation  from  society. 

Yes,  people,  I am  talking 
about  “emo,"  a slang  term  for 
“emotional"  to  describe  the 
music,  attitude  and  lifestyle  of 
some  of  today's  most  popular 
bands,  including  Panic!  at  the 
Disco  and  Fall  Out  Boy. 

According  to  Wikipedia, 
emo  "can  describe. ..a  general 
state  of  unhappiness  or  melancholy,  as  those  stereotyped  of  emo  are 
often  unhappy,  think  they  are  misunderstood  and  may  have  mild 
paranoia.” 

What  I get  from  emo  music  is  that  these  people  seem  to  whine 
about  how  much  they  are  outcasts  and  how  they  don’t  fit  in  at  school, 
about  how  depressed  they  arc  and  how  much  life  sucks. 

I can  tell  you  with  a job,  going  to  Joliet  Junior  College  for  my 
sixth  year  (yes,  you  read  correctly)  and  bills  to  pay,  my  life  is  a lot 
crappier.  Plus,  if  these  people  arc  outcasts  to  society  and  don’t  fit  in, 
why  do  all  people  of  emo  “descent"  (bands  included)  look  the  same? 


Jagshemash! 

So  that  little  movie  that  is  now  hot  stuff.  Bonn!,  made  $26.4 
million  over  its  opening  weekend. 

Sure  that  may  not  seem  like  blockbuster  status,  but  just  wait:  the 
film  was  only  playing  in  837  theaters,  boasting  a per-screen  average 
.of  $3 1,511.  By  comparison,  according  to  boxofficcmojo.com,  Ti tonic 
made  $10,709  on  average  of  over  2,600  screens,  totaling  just  over 
$28  million. 

While  many  critics  seem  to  love  it  (Rotten  Tomatoes  had  it  at 
a 96  percent  “fresh”  rating  out  of  137  reviews),  those  who  either 
say  it’s  just  funny,  not  one  of  the  funniest  ever,  or  don’t  like  it  at  all 
equate  it  to  being  kind  of  redundant. 

As  Nick  Digilio  of  WGN  Radio  put  it,  Ihc 
done  nothing  that  Tom  Green  or  the  boys  of 
Jackass  have  done.  Still,  Digilio  gave  it  a th 
star  rating. 

I was  unable  to  see  it  because  all  of  the 
showings  were  sold  out.  First  time  that’s 
ever  happened  to  me.  Not  even  the  Star 
Wars  prequels  were  sold  out. 

And  of  course,  with  all  of  this  big 
hoopla  surrounding  the  movie,  there  are 
those  looking  to  capitalize  on  its  success. 

Fraternity  members  from  a South  Carolina 
college  are  suing  the  filmmakers  and 
production  companies  involved  over  the 
thier  portrayal  in  the  film.  In  Borat,  the 
frat  boys  are  are  drunk  when  they  pick  up 
Borat  hitchhiking  and  then  go  on  to  spill 
racist  and  sexist  slurs. 

According  to  Reuters,  the  frat  boys 
allege  that  they  were  taken  “to  a drinking  establishment  to  ‘loosen 
up’"  under  the  impression  the  “documentary-style  film"  would  be 
shown  internationally  and  not  in  the  U.S.  and  said  that  if  they  weren’t 
drunk,  they  wouldn’t  have  said  those  things.  Sorry,  guys.  Mel  Gibson 
already  tried  that  defense.  You’re  frat  boys,  of  course  you’re  drunk  on 
road  trips. 

Then,  Turkish  Internet  celebrity  Mahir  Cagri  is  alleging  that  hc.is 
the  “real"  Borat,  a character  that  he  believes  was  stolen  from  his  own 
similar  antics  from  his  web  site. 

Dude,  where  were  you  from  2000  to  2004  when  Borat  was  part 
of  Da  Ali  G Show ? 

Cornell. ..Chris  Cornell. 


Audioslavc  lead  singer  Chris  Cornell  sings  the  title  song  for  the 
latest  007  flick.  Casino  Royale,  entitled  “You  Know  My  Name.” 
Time  to  break  it  down. 

As  a stand-alone  piece  of  music,  the  song  is  pretty  good,  giving  a 
lighter  heavy  rock  attitude.  As  the  title  track  to  a harder,  edgier  Bond 
film,  it’s  not  heavy  enough  and  doesn’t  fit  in  the  movie. 

Granted,  the  movie  hasn’t  been  released  yet  and,  therefore,  I’ve 
not  seen  it.  But  still,  the  film  is  supposed  to  be  a restart  with  new 
Bond  Daniel  Craig-  to  both  shake  and  stir  you:  the  track  doesn’t  live 
up.  Still,  I like  it  and  can’t  wait  for  Nov.  17.  Review  next  issue! 
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Soccer  season  highlights 

A look  back  at  the  Wolves’  2006  men’s  soccer  season 


Boy  meets  ball:  Javier  Del  Toro  works  on 


keeping  the  ball  close  for  control. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 


Got  air?:  Dexter  Tobie  jumps  over  his 

Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo  opponent  in  an  early  season  game. 
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Lady  Wolves  upset 
in  opening  round 


By  Jim  Sheldon 
In  their  final  tune-up  before 
the  Region  IV  Tournament,  the 
Lady  Wolves  defeated  Sauk 
Valley  Community  College  30- 
17,  22-30,  30-28,  30-18  to  finish 
the  regular  season  20-17.  Becky 
Stover  had  19  kills  and  Kim  King 
added  1 1 kills.  King  also  led  the 
team  in  digs  with  26  and  Cortney 
Sweat  had  24.  Setter  Heather 
O’Neill  finished  with  41  assists. 
After  a 20-17  record  during 


the  regular  season,  the  Lady 
Wolves  entered  the  Region  IV 
Tournament  needing  two  wins  to 
qualify  for  nationals. 

Their  opponent  in  the  first 
round  was  the  College  of  DuPage, 
a team  with  a 14-21  record  during 
the  season.  The  two  teams  had 
met  twice  during  the  year  and  had 
split  the  matches. 

The  Lady  Wolves  were  upset 
by  the  College  of  DuPage  13- 
30,  30-26,  29-31,  30-26,  7-15  in 


the  opening  round  of  the  Region 
IV  Tournament  on  Nov.  3 at  the 
College  of  Lake  County. 

King  led  the  way  with  13  kills, 
22  digs  and  five  blocks.  Stover 
added  II  kills  and  26  digs. 
Cortney  Sweat  led  the  team  with 
28  digs. 

Setter,  Heather  O’Neill,  posted 
27  assists,  1 1 digs  and  three  kills 
in  the  contest. 

' The  Lady  Wolves  finished  the 
season  with  a 20-18  record. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 

Dodge  charger:  Chris  Buchanan  drives  ball 
past  their  opponent. 


Dive  hard:  Rebecca  Stover  goes  for  a dig. 


Men’s  basketball 


Wolves  fall  in 
tourney  finals 


By  Jini  Sheldon 

After  a 23-91  record  last 
season,  the  Joliet  Junior  College 
men’s  basketball  team  ranked 
sixth  in  the  NJCAA  pre-season 
poll.  Returning  players  Chris 
Buchanan,  Dustin  Parker,  and 
Anthony  Clark,  and  adding  a 
good  recruiting  class,  the  Wolves 
are  poised  for  another  good 
season. 

They  suffered  their  first  loss  of 
die  season,  an  89-87  defeat  against 
Rochester  Community  College 
in  the  finals  of  the  Madison  Tech 
Battle  of  the  Borders  Tournament 
on  Nov.  1 1 . 

After  trailing  49-41  at  the  half, 
the  Wolves  built  a 70-61  lead 
with  eight  minutes  left  but  were 
unable  to  close  the  deal.  The 
Wolves  shot  48  percent  from  the 
field  but  struggled  from  the  arc 
shooting  only  16  percent. 

Sophomore  Chris  Buchanan 
led  the  way  with  24  points,  eight 
rebounds  and  four  assists  before 


fouling  out  in  the  second  half. 
Jarvis  Griffin  added  15  points, 
five  rebounds  and  three  assists 
for  the  Wolves  who  fell  to  3-1  on 
the  year. 

Prior  to  the  game  against 
Rochester,  the  Wolves  defeated 
Gogebic  Community  College 
104-9!  in  the  opening  round  of 
the  Madison  Tech  Battle  of  the 
Borders  Tournament  on  Nov.  10. 

The  Wolves  shot  53  percent 
from  the  field  and  hit  39  percent 
from  behind  the  arc.  They  also 
outrebounded  Gogebic  42-40. 

The  Wolves  had  five  players  in 
double  figures.  Buchanan  led  all 
scores  with  23  points  and  dished 
out  six  assists. 

Griffin  scored  19  points,  Ryan 
Owens  had  17,  Max  Jones  had 
15,  and  Adam  Short  added  14 
points. 

The  Wolves  will  be  in  action 
next  on  Nov.  2 1 when  they  host 
Oakton  Community  College. 
Tip-off  is  set  for  7 p.m. 


Women’s  basketball 


Taking  Madison’s  tourney 


By  Jim  Sheldon 
After  a 25-5  record  last  season 
and  being  ranked  #3  in  the  NJCAA 
preseason  poll,  expectations  were 
especially  high  for  the  Joliet  Junior 
College  women’s  basketball  team 
this  season.  Three  games  into  the 
season,  the  Lady  Wolves  have 
been  as  good  as  advertised. 

The  Lady  Wolves  defeated 
Rochester  Community  College 
82-53  at  the  Madison  Tech 
Invitational  Tournament  on  Nov. 
11,  to  run  their  record  to  3-0. 

The  Lady  Wolves  used  a 
swarming  defense  that  forced  48 
Rochester  turnovers  that  led  to  39 
points.  Of  those  48  turnovers,  24 
were  steals.  Shantel  Johnson  led 
the  way  with  four  steals.  Autumn 
Weeks,  Brittany  Bennett  and  Kim 
Wingfield  had  three  steals. 

The  Lady  Wolves’  bench 
played  a key  role  in  the  outcome 
scoring  57  points.  Shanicqua 
Montgomery  led  the  way  with 
12  points.  Telyshia  Adams  had 
10  points.  Sarai  Guerrero  and 


Wingfield  scored  nine.  For  the 
third  straight  game,  12  players 
scored  for  the  Lady  Wolves. 

Prior  to  the  game  against 
Rochester,  the  Lady  Wolves 
defeated  ninth  ranked  Gogebic 
Community  College  81-58  at  the 
MTIT  on  Nov.  10. 

The  defense  was  strong  again 
for  the  Lady  Wolves  forcing  32 
Gogebic  turnovers  that  produced 
28  points.  The  Lady  Wolves  had 
28  fastbreak  points  and  outscored 
Gogebic  52-32  in  the  paint. 

They  used  a 31-10  run  late  in 
the  first  half  to  put  the  game  out 
of  reach. 

Montgomery  led  the  way  with 
17  points.  Johnson  notched  a 
double-double  with  10  points  and 
10  rebounds.  Bennett  dished  out 
seven  assists. 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  next  be 
in  action  on  Saturday  Nov  18  at 
the  Carl  Sandburg  Tournament 
against  Carl  Sandburg.  Tip-off 
has  not  been  set  yet. 


to 

y 

m 

Block  party:  Heather  O'Neill  (8)  and  Keisha  Crawford  (13)  concentrate  on  block- 
ing the  opponent's  point. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 
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Sports 


Wolves  bowling  despite  loss 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 


JJC  defeated  by 
Raiders,  27-24; 
Next  stop:  Nov.  19 
bowl  game  in  Iowa 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

The  Wolves  will  face  Iowa 
Central  Community  College  in 
the  Graphic  Edge  Printing  Bowl 
on  Nov.  19  at  the  University  of 
Northern  Iowa  following  a 27-24 
overtime  loss  to  Grand  Rapids 
Community  College  on  Nov.  4 at 
Joliet  Memorial  Stadium.  Kickoff 
for  the  bowl  game  is  scheduled 
for  10  a.m. 

Just  two  weeks  after  suffering 
a 28-7  defeat  to  Grand  Rapids 
Community  College  at  a home 
game,  the  Wolves  were  set  to 
face  the  Raiders  again,  this  time 
in  the  final  round  of  the  Midwest 
Football  Conference  Playoffs. 

The  Wolves,  the  number  one 
seed,  had  defeated  fourth-seeded 
Rock  Valley  College  28-7  in  the 
opening  round  of  the  playoffs  on 
Oct.  28  to  advance  to  the  MFC 
Championship  game. 

The  Raiders,  the  number 
three  seed,  had  upset  second- 
seeded  Harper  College  21-14  in 
the  opening  round  on  Oct.  28  to 
advance  to  the  title  game. 

In  the  Nov.  4 game,  after 
allowing  a four-play,  80-yard 
scoring  drive  to  open  the  game, 
the  Wolves  defense  stepped  up 
allowing  just  143  yards  the  rest  of 
the  game. 


The  Wolves  also  scored  on 
their -first  possession  on  a 12- 
yard  run  by  Anthony  Stewart  to 
tie  the  game  at  seven.  The  Raiders 
added  a 13-yard  touchdown  pass 
from  Quarterback  Brett  Trevino 
to  wideout  Anthony  Townshend 
and  a 40-yard  field  goal  by  Evan 
Muldoon  to  take  a 1 7-7  lead. 

The  Wolves  clawed  back  on  a 
2-yard  touchdown  run  by  Stewart 
midway  through  the  second 
quarter,  to  make  the  score  17-14 
which  is  where  it  stood  at  the 
half. 

The  Raiders  increased  their  lead 
to  ten  late  in  the  third,  on  a 1 0-yard 
touchdown  pass  from  Trevino  to 
fullback  Mark  Ruggles. 

The  Wolves  would  respond 
midway  through  the  fourth  quarter 
on  Stewart’s  third  touchdown  of 
the  game,  a 16-yard  run  to  pull 
the  Wolves  to  within  three. 

After  stopping  the  Raiders  on 
fourth  down  from  midfield  with 
just  36  seconds  left  to  play,  the 
Wolves  marched  down  the  field 
and  set  up  for  the  tying  field  goal 
attempt.  Kicker  Steve  Ivanisevic 
hit  from  39  yards  to  send  the 
game  into  overtime. 

Grand  Rapids  went  on  offense 
to  start  the  overtime  and  settled 
for  a 25-yard  field  goal  by  Evan 


Muldoon 
which  gave 
the  Raiders  a 
3?point  lead. 

The  Wolves 
wotild  need  a 
touchdown  to  win 
the  game. 

The  Wolves  sputtered 
on  offense  on  their 
possession  and  left  it  up  to 
Ivanisevic  once  again,  this  time 
from  37  yards,  to  force  a second 
overtime.  The  snap  was  good, 
but  a Raider’s  lineman  got  his 
arm  up  and  deflected  it,  winning 
the  game  for  Grand  Rapids. 

Quarterback  Jason  Schleuter 
had  a strong  performance 
finishing  15-27  for 
173  yards,  and 
one  interception 
for  the  Wolves. 

Running  back 
Stewart  had  a huge  day  on  the 
ground  with  16  carries  for  85 
yards,  and  three  touch  downs  to 
lead  the  Wolves. 


I got  dibs!:  Lorenzo  Head  (7)  and  Marcus 
Minor  (12)  dive  for  the  ball  against  North  Iowa. 


See  page  14  for  soccer  photo  highlights  from  this  season 


Men’s  soccer  falls  at  tourney 


Lady  Wolves  in 
championship 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

After  winning  the  Division 
III  Region  IV  Tournament,  the 
Wolves  advanced  to  district 
where  two  victories  would  earn 
them  a trip  to  nationals. 

Unfortunately,  the  Wolves  were 
bounced  in  the  opening  round  of 
the  District  B tournament  with 
Madison  Area  Technical  College, 
3-0,  on  Nov.  4 at  Richland  College 
in  Dallas,  TX.  Goalkeeper  Bobby 
Wooten  had  six  saves  for  the 
Wolves. 

“1  was  very  pleased  with  our 
team’s  performance  and  felt  that 
we  had  a chance  to  win  if  we  had 
all  our  players,”  said  Coach  Cris 
Trillo. 

The  Wolves  dressed  12  players 


for  the  game  but  an  injury  to 
defender  Jose  Garcia  in  the  last 
five  minutes  left  the  Wolves 
shorthanded  and  with  little 
margin  for  error.  The  Wolves 
were  already  without  sweeper 
Dexter  Tobie  who  was  suspended 
from  the  game  after  a red  card  in 
the  Region  final. 

“It  was  difficult  to  play  with  1 1 
guys  for  the  game,  and  we  would 
have  had  a better  chance  to  win  if 
we  weren’t  missing  key  defensive 
players,”  Trillo  said.  The  Wolves 
finished  the  season  with  a 10-7-2 
record. 

“This  was  a great  experience 
for  our  guys  and  we’re  looking 
forward  to  next  season  and  hope 
to  compete  at  a district  level,” 


Trillo  said. 

The  Wolves  advanced  to 
district  with  a 2- 1 win  over  Harper 
College  to  win  th?  Division  III 
Region  IV  Championship  on  Oct. 
28  in  Romeo ville. 

Javier  Del  Toro  scored  late  in 
the  first  half  on  an  assist  from 
Fernando  Najera  to  give  the 
Wolves  a 1-0  lead  what  looked 
like  the  winning  goal,  but  Harper 
scored  late  in  the  game  to  tie  it  up 
and  force  overtime. 

Two  scoreless  overtimes  left 
the  championship  dov/n  to  penalty 
kicks.  Wolves’  goalkeeper,  Bobby 
Wooten,  recorded  eight  saves 
during  the  match  and  blocked  two 
of  Harper’s  penalty  kicks  to  give 
the  Wolves- the  title. 


By  Jim  Sfeeldon 
After  a 3-10-1  record  during 
the  regular  season,  the  Lady 
Wolves  headed  into  the  Region 
IV  women’s  soccer  tournament  as 
the  third  seed  and  the  underdog. 

The  Lady  Wolves  opponent 
would  be  #2  Harper  College 
which  had  beaten  them  in  their 
previous  two  meetings  during  the 
season.  However,  third  time  was 
the  charm  for  the  Lady  Wolves 
who  opened  tournament  play 
with  a 2-1  upset  over  #2  Harper 
College  on  Oct.  24  in  DuPage. 

The  Lady  Wolves  were  led 
by  Lindsey  McCormack  and 
Laura  Stromstra,  each  scoring 
one  goal.  Amy  Younker  provided 


Kasher  came  up  huge  recording 
12  saves. 

With  their  win  against  Harper, 
the  Lady  Wolves  advanced  to  the 
championship  game  against  #1 
College  of  DuPage. 

In  their  two  previous  meetings 
against  COD,  the  Lady  Wolves 
were  outscored  16-0.  The 
championship  game  followed 
the  same  line  as  the  Lady  Wolves 
were  shut  out  5-0  by  COD  on  Oct. 
28  in  DuPage.  The  Lady  Wolves 
received  another  strong  effort 
from  goalkeeper  Kasher  as  she 
recorded  14  saves  in  the  match. 
The  Lady  Wolves  finished  the 
year  with  a 4- 1 1 - 1 record. 


both  assists.  Goalkeeper  Kathy 
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Happy  Holidays  & have  a safe  break! 


DU/BLAZES 


Final  Exam  Donations  sought 
schedule  for  JJC  fire 

& some  study  tips  I victim 


Photo  by  Xavier  Duran 


A UTILE  chilled:  a view  of  the  physical  plant  at  Joliet  Junior  College.  Starting  in  January,  JJC’s  electricity  will 
be  provided  by  MidAmerican  Energy,  Co.  iDsatead  of  ComEd  because  of  a 6 percent  rate  hike  in  2007. 

JUCO  drops  electricity  provider  for  lower  rates 

By  Randal  Donley 


Joliet  Junior  College  dropped  ComEd  as  its  primary 
electricity  provider  and  will  switch  to  MidAmerican 
Energy  Co.  because  of  an  expiring  l Q-year  electricity 
rate  freeze. 

ComEd  announced  the  proposed  rate  hikes  of  20  to  26 
percent  at  a rate  auction. 

The  Illinois  10-year  rate  freeze  contract  expires  on  Dec. 

31,'  ' 

JJC  will  sign  a new  1 7-month  contract  with  MidAmerican 
Energy  Co.  in  order  to  await  the  next  state  electricity  auction 
in  early  2008,  which  will  set  new  rates  in  June  2008. 

The  board  declared  its  intention  of  making  the  switch  at 


a Nov.  I workshop,  but  had  to  hold  out  for  a few  weeks. 

In  the  2005-06  fiscal  year,  the  college  spent  $623,000  for 
electricity.  This  fiscal  year  was  budgeted  for  a 20  percent 
increase. 

With  rate  hikes,  a projected  electricity  bill  for  next  year’s 
full  fiscal  year  could  be  $979,670  with  MidAmerican  Energy, 
compared  to  $1.3  million  with  ComEd. 

During  the  17-month  contract  with  MidAmerican, 
“opportunities  will  develop”  and  officials  can  “re-evaluate 
their  electricity  options  for  JJC’s  three  campuses,”  said  Tim 
Kosiek  in  a recent  Herald  News  press  release.  Kosiek  is  the 
assistant  director  of  JJC’s  physical  plant. 


Big  changes 
for  college 


By  Randal  Donley 

Technology  continues 
to  dramatically  alter 
education  and  the  nation’s 
oldest  community  college 
is  prepared  move  forward 
and  transform  to  utilize  this 
technology. 

On  Nov.  30,  Joliet  Junior 
College’s  Board  of  Trustees 
approved  a new  realignment 
plan  that  will  adjust  with 
technological  improvements 
over  the  years  and  will  focus 
on  updating  and  bringing 
in  new  facilities  as  well 
as  rearranging  internal 
structures. 

The  process  will  include 
investigating  the  amount  of 
space  and  the  facility  needs 
of  the  Main,  North  and  City 
Center  campuses,  as  well  as 
the  needs  for  satellite  sites. 
The  need  for  additional  land 
and  facility  resources  will  be 
explored  as  well. 

“I  call  this  realignment, 
bringing  synergy  back  to  the 
organization,  ensuring  that 
form  follows  function,"  said 
JJC  President  Gena  Proulx, 
Ph.D.,  in  a recent  press 
release. 

“We  know  we  have 
enrollment  pressures,  growth 
and  retirements  coming  and 
we  know  that  technology  is 
changing,  that  we  have  to 
partner  more  and  focus  on 
access  for  students  to  come  to 
our  institution." 

Although  the  project  will 
mean  dramatic  improvements 
for  the  college,  the  changes 
incorporated  into  the  plan 
mean  more  funding  and  the 
loss  of  some  jobs. 

Under  this  project,  several 
departments  will  be  moved 
into  new  areas  and  some 
will  get  new  titles.  The 
administration  is  looking 
into  resources  needed  to  help 
create  16  new  positions. 

According  to  a recent 
press  release,  29  full-time 
and  five  part-time  positions 
will  be  eliminated.  The  new 
16  positions  will  require 
a rearrangement  of  funds. 
Legat  Architects,  Inc.,  an 

See  PLAN,  page  4 
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Opinion 


Sappy  holidays  to  you 


EDITORIAL 


For  a college 
newspaper, 

writing  

about 

the  holiday  season  is  a tough 
proposition.  Readers  are  tired  of 
hearing  about  the  array  of  social 
events  on  campus,  the  impending  final 
exams  ahead,  the  messy  lake  or  another 
pseudo-American  Idol  event  on  the 
bridge. 

a*  * It’s  Christmas,  and  people  want 

uMibiAv  * to  hear  about  how  nice  things  are  at 

| Christmastime. 

At  the  same  time,  writing  some  syrupy 
piece  about  the  importance  of  creating  happy  family 
memories  has  its  hazards,  because  most  of  you  will  stop 
reading  or  won’t  read  this  until  after  Christmas,  which  usually 
ends  the  moment  the  gift  wrap  is  tom  and  laying  on  the  floor 
or  you  break  your  toy  before  the  afternoon  is  over  (come  on, 
we  know  some  of  you  still  ask  for  those  Transformers!). 

However,  for  the  sake  of  balance,  some  of  you  do  still  get 
those  warm  and  fuzzy  feelings  when  a story  reminds  you  of 
a doll  you  once  had  or  a bicycle  you  woke  up  to  that  snowy 
morning. 

We  could  include  some  type  of  biblical  message.  However, 
that  wouldn’t  suffice  because  in  this  day  in  age,  everything 
must  beP.C. 

Wc  cou\d  d'\scuss  the  age  where  most  children  experience 
their  first  doubts  of  there  ever  being  a real  Santa  Claus  (sorry 
if  we  ruined  that  for  any  of  you). 


We  could  discuss  how  it’s 
“that  time  of  year”  where 
. everyone  gets  together  to  share 
their  joy  and  happiness  and 
hatred  for  those  distant  family  members  who  aren’t  in  the 
room. 

That  time  of  year  where  carolers  are  ignored,  where  you’re 
forced  to  shovel  snow  and  when  the  adults  put  too  much  nog 
in  the  egg  nog. 

Yes,  Christmas:  when  Santa  and  Jesus  bare-knuckle  box  to 
see  who  can  win  our  hearts  and  minds.  And  Santa  has  been  on 
a winning  streak  for  years. 

Yes,  dear  readers,  now  that  the  Thanksgiving  turkey  has 
been  demolished  and  the  shopping  season  has  convinced 
Macy’s  protestors  to  give  in  to  those  tantalizing  sales,  we 
can  finally  cuddle  up  in  warm  blankets.  We  can  watch  those 
unrelenting  Christmas  films  we’ve  grown  to  love  and  hate. 

Where  Charlie  Brown  befriends  a sad  tree,  where  the 
Grinch’s  heart  grows  three  sizes  bigger  and  Ralphie  gets  yet 
another  Red  Rider  BB  gun  for  his  23rd  year  in  a row. 

The  Christmas  lights  are  hung,  front  yard  nativity  scenes  are 
being  molested  by  obnoxious  teens  and  Christmas  trees  are 
holding  up  hundreds  of  ornaments.  Cheesy  holiday  sweaters 
have  replaced  tasteful  sweaters  and  holiday  cards  bury  mail 
carriers. 

Yes,  it’s  that  time  of  year. 

Call  us  crazy,  but  v/e  still  get  a little  sentimental  about  the 
Holidays,  too. 

So  there  you  are,  your  yearly  dose  of  ooey-gooey, 
Christmastime-y  goodness. 

Have  a happy  and  safe  holiday  season  JJC! 
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Since  we’ve  no  place  to  go. . . 

. . .let  it  snow,  let  it  snow,  let  it  snow 


Well,  here  we  are.  Another 
holiday  season  indeed  and 
I finally  got  my  snow  day. 
Somehow,  Illinois  has  lived 
up  to  its  reputation  for  1 5 
minute  weather  changes. 

It  has  gone  from  being  65 
degrees  and  a light  breeze 
to  29  degrees  with  a pelting 
winter-y  mix  in  about  a 
Week.  Way  to  be,  Windy  City, 
way  to  be. 

Looking  out  the  window 
now,  it’s  hard  to  believe  that 
this  is  all  it  takes  to  shut  down 
Joliet  Junior  College  for  the 
day. 

I was  home-schooled  until 
high  school,  so  there  weren’t 
any  snow  days,  then.  Since 
my  morning  commute  was 
the  hallway  from  my  bedroom 
to  the  kitchen,  mom  didn’t 
care  that  the  other  kids  didn’t 
have  to  go  to  school.  Plea  as  I 
might,  I never  got  a snow  day. 
Even  when  I get  high  school, 

I don’t  remember  ever  having 
a snow  day,  either.  Blame  it 
on  what  I think  is  a Plainfield/ 
Joliet-wide  bi-polar  attitude 
about  inclement  weather. 

No,  we’re  not  scared  of  a 
little  storm,  be  it  snow,  rain 
or  tornado.  After  surviving 
the  devastating  effects  the 
F5  tornado  in  1990,  flash 


Mary  Schultz 

flooding  in  1996  and  more 
than  our  fair  share  of  blizzards 
(usually  accompanied  by 
power  outages)  over  the  years, 
long-time  residents  of  the 
Chicagoland  areas  are  quick 
to  scoff  at  warnings  from  the 
local  weather  channels.  And 
then  we  head  for  the  basement 
and  grab  the  flash  lights  that 
is. 

We’re  quick  to  protest, 
but  deep  down,  anyone  who 
saw  what  survivors  of  that 
tornado  did  not  forget  it.  Once 
demolished,  flooded  and 
snowed  in,  twice  shy,  let’s 
say. 

Now  that  I’ve  finally  gotten 
a snow  day,  thanks  to  the 
first  major  snowfall  for  this 
winter,  which  has  purportedly 
measured  one  foot  (at  press 


Question 
of  the  issue: 

What  did  you  do 
on  the  snowday? 


“On  the  snow  day,  I played  my 
guitar,  shoveled  snow  and  did 
donuts  in  my  Mustang.” 

- Bob  Rymza 


“Worked  and  played  Guitar 
Hero.” 

-Charles  Schmidt 


time),  with  accumulation  of 
six  inches.  I’ve  found  it’s  a 
tad  anti-climactic. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  I 
don’t  appreciate  a day  off 
nowadays,  however,  I do 
regret  never  having  gotten 
to  experience  it  when  I was 
younger. 

There’s  something  about 
winter  when  you’re  a kid, 
something  that  I don’t  think 
you  can  fully  relive  as  an 
adult. 

The  sledding  hills  are  never 
as  mountainous,  the  snow- 
forts  are  never  as  successful 
and  the  taste  of  snow  on  your 
tongue  is  never  the  same  as 
when  you’re  a little  kid. 

So,  yes,  I finally  did  get  my 
snowday,  along  with  the  rest 
of  students,  staff  and  faculty 
of  JJC.  But  there  were  no 
snowsuits  and  sleds,  no  snow 
men  or  snow  balls,  no  hot 
chocolate  and  aftemooon  TV. 

The  excitement  of  a college 
student  who’s  gotten  out  of  a 
day  of  classes  is  mighty,  let 
me  tell  you,  however  since 
I’m  not  seven  anymore,  I 
had  to  do  something  at  least 
mildly  practical  with  my  day. 

Mildy  practical,  sadly, 
does  not  include  snow  angels 
anymore. 


“I  woke  up  early  and  played  in 
the  snow  for  42  hours,  and  then  1 
went  on  a date  later  that  night.” 
-Noetic  Matthews 


“On  my  snow  day,  I made 
a snow  chicken  and  went 
sledding.” 

-Jon  Cates 


OPINION  • DECEMBER  (i.  liOOt,  » PAGE  3 


Point-Counter-Point 

Is  Fair  Trade . . . fair? 


Americans  consume  over  a fifth  of  the  coffee 
around  the  world  and  I do  my  part.  I rely  on  coffee  to 
wake  me  up  in  the  morning  and  I make  sure  to  have  a 
cup  - err,  okay,  two  or  three-  of  good  ole’  fashioned 
joe  during  the  day  to  keep  my  energy  up. 

But  a few  years  ago,  a close,  ultra-political  friend 
of  mine  criticized  me  for  not  drinking  coffee  that  was 
“fair”. 

I had  no  idea  what  she  was  talking  about!  But  no 
worries,  she  was  more  than  willing  to  educate  me.  I 
saw  no  harm  in  trying  something  new,  and  since  then 
I have  learned  to  support  both  organic  and  Fair  Trade 
products. 

Little  did  1 realize  what  I was  getting  myself  into.  But  we’ll  return  to  that  in  a 
moment.  It’s  my  turn  to  enlighten  at  least  one  soul  about  the  world  of  Fair  Trade. 

Fair  Trade  Certification  guarantees  a set,  decent,  price  to  poor  farmers  in  cooperatives 
such  as  coffee-producing  countries  like  Columbia,  Bolivia,  Costa  Rica,  Ethiopia, 

Mexico,  Brazil  and  more. 

Under  this  program,  coffee  is  purchased  at  above-market  prices,  which  is  around 
$1.26  a pound  (transfairusa.org),  no  matter  what  happens  in  the  volatile  coffee  market. 

Fair  Trade  payments  are 
also  invested  in  health  care, 
education,  environmental 
stewardship  and  other 
worthwhile  causes.  An 
independent  monitoring  system 
makes  sure  the  coffee  has 
been  produced  under  just  labor 
conditions.  (Tea,  cocoa  and  some 
fruit  is  now  fair-traded,  too.) 

Some  coffees  arc  Fair  Trade 
Certified  (the  products  are 
usually  marked  with  one  of  the  logos  on  the  back)  while  others  are  not  formally  certified 
(ie:  Jim’s  Organic  Coffee  isn’t,  but  the  company  does  ensure  excellent  wages  and  uses 
a percentage  of  the  profits  to  build  libraries  for  the  coffee  growers’  children).  Starbucks 
even  began  selling  Fair  Trade  coffee  in  2005,  but  that  soon  lapsed. 

All  of  that  may  be  a bit  hard  to  swallow.  But  it’s  enough  to  understand  rather  fair- 
traded  with  a lowercase  of  Fair  Traded,  the  right-thinking  coffee  drinker  should  demand 
this  type  of  coffee  so  long  as  it  is  good  to  drink.  You  can  actually  help  make  social 
globalization  work  for  the  poor. 

My  own  adventures  with  organic  and  Fair  Trade  coffee  began  innocently.  It  was  at  a 
cozy,  picturesque  Naperville  coffeehouse  called  the  Fat  Bean.  I went  in  to  buy  some  but 
was  distraught  with  questions.  Did  I want  it  ground  or  bean?  Did  I want  dark  roast  or 
something  milder?  What  kind  of  coffee  maker  do  I have  at  home? 

Regardless,  I took  some  home  with  me  and  drank  a sample  there,  and  still  experiment 
today  with  different  flavors  as  I go.  But  I can  only  brew  and  drink  as  fast  I can  by  myself 
(my  mom  is  hard-soled  on  Folgers  in  her  cup). 

Hey,  as  long  as  I get  my  morning  coffee,  I’m  willing  to  pay  that  extra  dollar  if  the 
reward  is  greater  to  the  farmer  and  the  family  that  supplied  it. 

Oh,  the  weather  outside 


“That’s  not  fair”  is  a term  wc  have  come  to  know 
and  love  in  this  country. 

Whenever  there  is  the  appearance  of  inequality,  we 
immediately  clamor  for  fairness,  because  after  all,  if 
wc  aren’t  happy,  it  must  not  be  fair. 

Fair  is  a word  that  is  misused  more  often  than  it 
is  used  correctly,  and  its  application  to  “fair  trade"  is 
no  exception.  “Fair  trade"  is  just  the  newest  name  for 
an  economic  experiment  that  has  been  called  “right 
to  work,”  “the  labor  movement,"  and  “economic 
equality.” 

Any  student  of  history  will  easily  recognize 
that  this  rose  of  many  names  still  smells  like 
socialism.  This  latest  attempt  at  a failed  economic  theory  aims  at  “greater  equity 
in  international  trade.  It  contributes  to  sustainable  development  by  offering  better 
trading  conditions  to,  and  securing  the  rights  of,  marginalized  producers  and 
workers  - especially  in  the  South"  (source:  wikipcdia.org). 

With  so  many  vague  words  in  their  own  definition,  it  is  easy  to  sec  that  this  may 
not  be  a sound  concept. 

To  be  clear,  I absolutely  support  the  intentions  of  those  involved  in  the 
movement.  Their  aims  arc  to  give  developing 
nations  a chance  to  sustain  themselves  and 
prosper.  Nothing  could  be  nobler  than  wanting 
to  help  those  that  have  less  than  us,  but  it’s  our 
actions,  not  our  intentions,  by  which  we  arc 
judged.  The  actions  taken  by  this  movement  arc 
misguided  at  best  and  economically  destructive 
regardless. 

The  basic  goal  of  the  movement  is  to  limit  the 
exports  of  the  developed  nations  and  set  price 
controls  on  those  exports  to  establish  a balance 
of  trade  between  the  developed  and  developing 
nations. 

A good  case  study  is  the  current  com  trade  between  the  U.S.  and  Mexico.  In  the 
2005/06  market  year,  Mexico  imported  6.7  million  metric  tons  of  com,  primarily 
from  the  U.S. 

The  issue  being  raised  is  the  fact  that  Mexico  is  being  forced  to  import  our  com 
because  wc  sell  ours  cheaper  than  they  can  produce  it.  This  has  put  a number 
of  Mexican  farmers  out  of  work  and  contributed  to  their  current  economic  and 
immigration  problems.  The  fair  trade  solution  to  this  problem  is  to  limit  the  amount 
of  com  wc  can  export,  and  sell  tliut  com  above  market  value,  allowing  Mexican 
producers  to  compete. 

The  first  question  that  should  be  asked  is  “why  is  our  com  so  much  cheaper 
than  theirs?”  Due  to  the  substantially  higher  labor  cost  in  the  U.S.,  it  actually  costs 
considerably  more  money  to  grow  com  in  the  U.S.  than  it  docs  in  Mexico,  but  the 
reason  the  final  sale  price  is  lower  is  due  to  government  subsidies. 

The  federal  government  pays  American  farmers  to  grow  a number  of  crops.  This 
government  money,  our  money,  is  effectively  being  spent  to  give  foreign  countries 
cheaper  food. 

See  TRADE,  page  7 

is  frightful. . . 


As  long  as  I get  my  morning 
coffee,  I’m  willing  to  pay  that 
extra  dollar  if  the  reward  is 
greater  to  the  farmer  and  the 
family  that  supplied  it. 


The  solution  is 
not  some  elabo- 
rate scheme  of 
price-fixing  and 
export  limitation. 


By  Randal  Donley 

Each  year  my  family  argues 
about  what  to  do  with  the  yard 
before  it  gets  cold  outside.  My 
parents  yell  at  each  other  for  not 
picking  the  tomatoes  before  the 
first  frost  liquefies  them.  And 
the  neighborhood  begins  to  look 
less  attractive  with  the  leaves 
gone  and  grass  dead.  Winter 
is  the  seasons  I always  forget 
abouf  until  it  hits  me  like  the 
realization  that  you  forgot  your 
textbook  when  you’re  already 
hallyvay  to  your  class, 
i FW  the  people  who  live 
in  the part  of  the  world  that’s 
whgrmli  year:  I despise  you.  I 
dreaerthe  mordents  in,  the  dead 
of  Winter,  when  there’s  tonsof 
snow  qltfside,  you’rp  always 

I)p  and  fall  on  your 
behind  Sgd  y<ju  can't  even  visit 
your  mflAox  without  having  tc 


spend  the  three  hours  afterwards 
defrosting  your  brain. 

From  December  to  March 
every  year,  1 can’t  help  envying 
people  who  are  blessed  with 
tropical  weather,  people  who 
are  like  my  friend’s  dog  -always 
in  heat.  Unlike  us,  these  people 
never  have  to  scrape  snow  and 
ice  off  of  their  windshields,  off 
their  driveways,  or  off  of  their 
hair. 

My  number  one  complaint 
is  that  the  cold  seems  to  make 
people  stupid.  Hot  weather 
makes  people  lazy  and  slow 
moving,  but  die  cold  weather 
apparently  inhibits  the  brain’s 
neural  qansmitters  in  the  logic 
center  of  the  old  thought  melon, 
bunt;  the  number  of  tiroes  i 
.jbo6y  has  greeted  you  with 
;:  y4s  it  cold  enough  for  ya’?!^ 
there  ever  been  an  answer 


•O-'ts-H 


to  this  question?  No,  really,  it’s 
not  cold  enough  for  me,  I’m  just 
shuffling  around  here  looking  for 
one  of  my  nipples  that  fell  off 
yesterday. 

The  next  profound  statement 
incorporates  a strange  brand 
of  religious  meteorology:  “It’s 
colder  than  hell!”  Well,  call  me 
Billy  Graham,  but  I think  just 
about  every  place  is  colder  than 
hell.  I have  never  seen  a picture 
of  the  devil  wearing  a parka. 

Cold  weather  also  brings  the 
worst  form  of  exaggeration.  If 
you  dare  bring  up  the  subject 
of  temperature,  be  prepared  to 
play  a rousing  game  of  “Top 
That  Story!"  It  usually  starts 
innocently  like  this:  “that  30 
degrees  below  last  night  was  the 
coldest  I’ve  ever  been.” 

Let  the  Games  begin.  . 

Contestant  No.  1 : “That's 


nothin’.  I remember  when  I was 
in  Antarctica  and  the  penguins 
were  actually  trying  to  get 
swallowed  by  whales  just  so  they 
could  get  warm.” 

Contestant  No.  2:  ‘That’s 
nothin’.  I was  on  Pluto  once  and 

But  in  the  lieu  of  these 
annoyances,  I can’t  help 
asking  the  question  that 
environmentalists,  for  some 
strange  reason,  don’t  like  to  hear: 
Is  there  any  way  to  speed  up 
global  warming? 

The  Global  Warming  theory 
based  on  ozone  depletion  just 
isn’t  working  for  me.  In  a 
desperate  move  last  January  I 
bought  a couple  cans  of  hair 
spray  and  shot  them  toward  the 
sky  in  a vain  attempt  to  puncture 
my  own  personal  hole  in  the 
ozone.  But  just  as  the  Final  I 


was  drifting  back  down  on  my 
face  and  neighbors  were  starting 
to  stare,  I came  to  my  senses. 

I logically  deduced  that  if  hair 
spray  really  had  any  effect  on 
warmth,  the  entire  population  of 
pop  culture  would  be  charcoal 
by  now. 

This  year  I’m  switching  to  a 
couple  cans  of  aerosol  cheese 
spread. 

Well,  if  I’m  going  to  cause 
irreparable  damage  to  the  ozone, 
I’d  rather  it  be  with  a food  group 
than  a can  of  hair  spray! 


I’hoto  by  Xavier  Duran 


Letter  Policy 

The  Blazer  welcomes  and 
encourages  participation  by 
our  readers.  Please  sign  and 
provide  a phone  number  for 
all  letters  so  we  can  verily 
authenticity. 

Letters  should  be  300 
words  or  fewer.  We  reserve 
I the  right  to  edit  for  space  and 
content. 

You  may  send  your 
letter  through  interoffice 
mail,  regular  mail,  email 
at  blazermail@jjc.edu,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the 
Blazer  office  in  F-1009. 
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News 


PLAN,  from  page  1 

educational  planning  and 
design  firm,  will  be  used  as 
a transition  monitoring  team 
to  ensure  the  plan’s  success. 

Five  vice  presidents  will 
be  needed  to  oversee  some 
of  the  newly  defined  areas, 
which  include:  Learner 

Support  and  Technology 
Services,  Academic  Affairs, 
Administrative  Services, 
Student  Development  and 
Institutional  Advancement 
and  Research. 

“Although  we  firmly 
believe  the  realignment  is 
a positive  step  for  a better 
studentleamingenvironment 
and  positive  growth  in  the 
future,"  said  Proulx  in  the 
release,  “we  realize  the 
effect  changes  may  have 
on  our  employees  and  wish 
to  carry  our  efforts  out  in 
a caring,  compassionate 
manner  while  doing  all  we 
can  to  ease  the  stress  related 
to  change.” 

The  streamlining  project 
will  help  die  college  expand 
with  the  district’s  persistent 
growth.  The  document  will 
continue  to  be  referenced 
and  updated  as  the  college 
evolves  over  the  next  10 
years. 

According  to  the  JJC  press 
release,  the  new  changes  arc 
needed  because  of  increased 

enrollment,  retirements, 


Dr.  Gena  Proulx 

increased  use  of  technology 
and  ultimately,  to  continue  to 
keep  die  college  affordable 
and  accessible  to  students. 

The  current  structure 
(physical  facilities  and 
internal  structures)  is  “not 
aligned  to  effectively  impact 
student  learning”  and  it  “de- 
emphasizes  synergy,"  Proulx 
said  in  the  release. 

The  realignment  plan  was 
approved  by  the  board  Nov. 
30  based  on  what  was  best  for 
students’  education  and  "not 
job  performance”  according 
to  the  press  release. 

The  plan  was  going  to 
be  unveiled  Dec.  1 in  the 
main  campus  theatre  and 
then  opened  up  to  questions 
immediately  following  the 
presentation,  but  the  recent 
snow  storm  delayed  the 

presentation. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  (5) 
NEWLY  DEFINED  AREAS 

Academic  Services 

• Liberal  Arts  & Sciences 
• Ext.  Campuses  & 

High  Schools 
• Career  & Technical 
Education 

• Community  & Economical 
• Development 

Business  Services  Learner  Support 

• Human  Resources 
• Safety  Services 

• Financial  Services 

• Business  Services 

• Facility  Services 

Student  Services 

• Enrollment  Services 

• Student  Development  * Institutional  Research 

• Grants  Development 

• Community  Relations 
• Alumni  Relations 
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Services 

• MEDIA 
• LIBARARY 
• TECHNOLOGY 
• DISTANCE  EDUCATION 

Institutional 

Advancement 


■ Student  Success 
• Athletics 


News  Briefs 


Former  JJC  president 
dies: 

Thomas  Gamble,  former 
Joliet  Junior  College 
president,  died  Nov.  10  of 
melanoma.  Gamble  served 
as  JJC  president  from  1995 
to  1998. 

Epicurean,  Competitive 
Cooking  and  Hospitality 
clubs: 

Each  collected  more  than 
1 ,000  pounds  of  canned 
and  dried  food  from  the  JJC 
community  for  the  Daybreak 
Shelter  during  a food  drive 
in  October. 

Former  president 
honored: 

Former  JJC  president, 
Emeritus  J.D.  Ross,  was 
inducted  to  Joliet’s  Hall 
of  Pride.  Ross,  who  is 
now  executive  director  of 
the  Will-Grundy  Medical 
Clinic,  was  honored  for  his 
service  to  the  community, 
as  well  as  his  leadership 
in  education.  Dr.  Robert 
Sterling,  director  of  distance 
education,  nominated  him 
for  induction. 


Library  hosting  traveling 
architecture  exhibit: 

The  JJC  library  is  hosting 
the  traveling  exhibit  ‘Art 
and  Architecture  in  Illinois 
Libraries,’  which  celebrates 
the  architectural  and  artistic 
heritage  of  the  state’s 
libraries.  View  the  exhibit  at 
the  main  campus  through  Jan. 
4,  2007.  For  more  information 
contact  Jerry  Anderson  at 
(815)280-2350  or  email 
ganderso@jjc.edu. 

Want  to  get  published? 

Interested  in  writing  or  want  to 
take  some  photographs  for  the 
Blazerl 

Call  (815)  280-2313  or  visit  the 
office  in  F-1009.  Email:  blazer- 
mail@jjc.edu 

Dec.  6,  2006 

Vagina  Monologues 
Auditions: 

Auditions  for  the  Feb.  2, 
2007  performances  of  Obie 
Award-winning  Vagina 
Monologues  by  Eve  Ensler 
will  be  held  from  4-6  p.m. 
and  7-9  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre.  Contact  Pam  Dilday 
at  (815)  280-2755  or  email  at 
pdilday@jjc.edu. 


Relieve  some  stress: 

Get  a free  massage  on  the 
main  campus  OSA  bridge 
from  1 1 a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Dec.  7,  2006 

Skating  party: 

8:30-10:30  p.m.  at  Skate 
West  Skating  Rink.  Tickets 
are  $8  a person.  Organized 
by  JJC’s  Gospel  Choir. 
Contact  Jeffrey  Miller  at 
(815)919-3991  for  additional 
information  or  email  at 
jmille21@jjc.edu 

Floral  designs  for  sale: 

JJC  students  will  be  selling  silk 
and  dried  floral  creations  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  2 p.m.  on  the  main  cam- 
pus OSA  bridge.  Pieces  include 
holiday  floral  as  well  as  year- 
round  creations.  Contact  Donna 
Theimer  at  (815)  280-2276  or 
email  at  dtheimer@jjc.edu 

Dec.  8,  2006 

Madri-Gala:  JJC  Chamber 
Singers’  Madri-Gala  2006: 
Something  Old  Something 
Yule!  at  6:45  p.m.  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre/Dining  Hall  at 
the  Main  Campus.  Call  (815) 
280-2223  for  reservations. 


Dec.  10,  2006 

Choral  concert: 

“Carols  and  Chocolate”  at 
3 pm.  at  the  main  campus  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Tickets 
available  one  hour  prior  to 
concert  and  are  $5  for  adults, 
$4  for  students  and  seniors 
and  $2  for  children. 

Following  the  concert, 
audience  members  are  invited 
to  enjoy  chocolates.  Call 
(815)  280-2225. 

Dec.  11-15,  2006 

FINAL  EXAMS: 

See  page  5 for  schedule 

Dec.  12,  2006 

Percussion  Ensemble:  JJC’s 
Percussion  Ensemble  Winter 
Concert  will  be  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Contact 
Andrew  Simco  for  more  infor- 
mation at  (815)  280-2223  or 
email  rmonroe@jjc.edu 

Dec.  14,  2006 

SAA  meeting: 

There  will  be  a Student 
Alumni  Association  meeting 
on  the  main  campus’  OSA 


bridge  at  2:30  p.m.  Contact 
Kelly  Myers  at  (815)  280- 
2218  or  email  kmyers@jjc. 
edu. 

Future  meeting  dates: 

Jan.  1 1 , Feb.  8,  March  8, 
April  12  and  May  10. 

Dec.  15,  2006 

Open  House: 

The  Early  Childhood 
Center  is  having  an  open 
house  from  1 0 a.m.  to 
Noon  for  all  students  who 
are  considering  enrolling 
their  children  (ages  3-5 
years  old)  in  the  Spring. 

Light  refreshments  will 
be  served.  Contact  Bev 
Cavanaugh  at  (815)  280- 
2280  or  email  bcavanau@ 
jjc.edu  or  visit  ww.jjc. 
edu/ecc. 

Graduation: 

7 pm.  In  the  G-building 
gymnasium  at  the  main 
campus. 

Got  a brief? 
Send  it  to  blazer- 

MAIL@JJC.EDU  OR  DROP 
IT  OFF  AT  F-1009 
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FINAL  EXAM 
SCHEDULE 

If  first  class  meeting  of  the  week  is*: 
Monday 


Class  li 


7 a.m. 

7:25-8  a.m. 
8:25-9:30  a.m. 
9:45-10:30  a.m. 

11- 11:30  a.m. 

12- 12:50  p.m. 

1- 1:40  p.m. 

2- 2:45  p.m. 

3- 3:45  p.m. 

Tuesday 


Dutc/Timc  of  final  exam 

Dec.  15  at  7:45  a.m. 
Dec.  11  at  7:45  a.m. 
Dec.  13  at  7:45  a.m. 
Dec.  13  at  10  a.m. 
Dec.  It  at  10  a.m. 
Dec.  11  at  12:15  p.m. 
Dec.  13  at  12:15  p.m. 
Dec.  11  at  2:30  p.m. 
Dec.  13  at  2:30  p.m. 


Class  li 


Dutc/Time  of  final  & 


7 a.m. 

7:10-8:30  a.m. 

9- 9:45  a.m. 

10- 10:35  a.m. 


Dec.  15  at  7:45  a.m. 
Dec.  12  at  7:45  a.m. 
Dec.  14  at  7:45  a.m. 

Dec.  14  at  10  a.m. 


11- 11:50  a.m.  Dec.  12  at  10  a.m.  , 1_ 

12- 12:50  p.m.  Dec.  12  at  12:15  p.m. 


Wednesday 


Date/Time  of  final  e. 


Dec.  15  at  7:45  a.ir 
Dec.  11  at  7:45  a.m 
*c.  13  at  7:45  a.m 


9:45-10:30  a.m.  Dec.  13  at  10  a.m. 

11^-11:45  mi  Hi  Dec.  11  at  10  a.m. 

12-12:30  p.m.  Dec.  11  at  12:15  p.m. 

1- l:4D  p.m.  Dec.  13  at  12:15  p.m. 

2- 2:45  p.m.  Dec.  11  at  2:30  p.m. 


Class  time 


Dale/Time  of  final  exam 


7:15-8:30  a.m. Dec.  12  at  7:45  a.m.  ' ; 

9- 9:45  a.m.  _ _ Dec.  14  at  7:45  a.m. 

10- 10:35  a.m.  Dec.  14  at  10  a.m. 

11- 11:50  a.m.  Dec.  12  at  10  a.m.  _ _ 

12- 12:50  p.m.  Dec.  12  at  12:15  p.m. 


Dec.  12  at  2:30  p.m. 


Dale/Time  of  final  e. 


10-11:45  a.m. 


Dec.  15  at  10  a.m. 


Saturday/Sunday 


*Any  classes  meeting  after  4 p.m.  will  hold  their  final  exams  on 
the  night  of  the  last  schedule  class  meeting.* 


Study  tips 


Time  Management: 

Create  a schedule  to  study  by.  And  stick  to  it. 
Schedule  Study  Breaks: 

Don't  study  non-stop.  Include  short 
breaks  in  your  schedule. 

Schedule  in  Sleep: 

Don’t  try  taking  a test  on  three 
hours  of  sleep.  So  get  some,  you’ll 
do  better  on  your  exams. 

Exercise: 

A good  stress  reliever,  but  don’t 
overdo  it.  So  don’t  underestimate 
the  value  of  a brisk  walk. 

Prioritize: 

There’s  only  so  much  time  to  study,  so  decide  what  to  spend  the  most 
time  with. 

Form  Study  Groups: 

This  can  be  helpful  to  have  that  encouragement. 

Ask  For  Help: 

If  you’re  confused  about  something,  ask  an  expert. 


M/F/D/V 
im  guideline 


Al  Roosevelt  Unlversily.  we  want  to  help 
you  earn  your  degree  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Our  generous  transfer  credit 
policy  is  the  first  step.  Find  out  how 
close  you  are  to  earning  your  bachelor's 
degree  by  attending  our  Undergraduate 


ie 


Need  extra  cash  this  Holiday  season? 
UPS  can  help! 


Want  to  write  for  the  Blazert 

Contact  the  office  at  (815)  280-2313. 

Office:  F-1009 
Email:  blazermail@jjc.edu 


just  watch] 


finish  what  I sta 


% 

r Ear 


Roosevelt  UniTeksity 


Seasonal  Part-Time 


Package  Handlers 


• Earn  $8.50  per  hour,  with  potential  for  permanent 
job  placement  in  the  New  Year 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekends  & Holidays  Off 


Learn  more  about  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn'  Program  and  Part-Time 
Package  Handler  opportunities  offered  through  Joliet  Junior  College 
today!  Please  contact  Jose  Perez  at:  708-670-4637  or  visit: 


www.upsjobs.com/chicago 

Access  Code:  3306 


Permanent, 

Part-Time  Package  Handlers 
receive  as  much  as 
$23,000*  in  College 
Financial  Assistance 


Join  us  for  our 
Transfer  Credit  Fairs 

Tuesday.  January  9.  3 pm  to  7 pm 
Chicago  Campus 

Wednesday.  January  10.  3 pm  to  7 pm 

To  register.  caH  1 -877-APPLY  RU 
or  visit  www.roosevelt.edu/lransfer 


PAGE  6 | 


Features 


JUCO  student  loses  all  in  fatal  blaze  

Donations  sought  for  fire  victims 


By  Randal  Donley 

A devastating  blaze  that 
occurred  last  month  is  motivating 
the  members  of  Student 
Government  to  raise  money  for 
recent  fire  victims. 

A goal  of  $3,000  has  been 
set  by  the  Student  Government 
committee  which  has  been 
collecting  monetary  and  clothing 
donations  since  Nov.  20. 

The  donations  are  for  a 
Wilmington,  IL.  family  that  lost 
their  home-a  few  their  lives- 
Nov.7  after  a fire  swept  through 
and  gutted  their  home.  Their  home 
remains  in  a state  of  disrepair. 

Three  generations  of  women 
perished  in  the  blaze  (55-year- 
old  resident  of  the  home  Beverlee 
Soval,  Robin  L.  Myers  Ling 
Russell,  34,  and  Myers’  daughter 
Jayden  Ling,  11)  of  smoke 


inhalation. 

Those  who  escaped  were 
Jessica  Soval  (a  Joliet  Junior 
College  student),  her  husband 
Marian  “Jonny”  Myers,  their 
daughter  Hailee  Soval,  9,  Kiley 
Murphy,  18,  Alex  Murphy,  18, 
and  Terry  Vanklavem,  50. 

Jessica  and  her  mother  Beverlee 
bought  the  house  last  November. 

Jessica’s  husband  Marian  was 
injured  in  a severe  car  accident  in 
early  November  and  was  released 
from  the  hospital  the  day  prior  to 
the  fire. 

In  addition  to  the  not-so- 
welcome  home  tragedy,  their 
family  (Robin  and  Jayden)  were 
visiting  from  Lake  Ozarks,  MO. 

Jessica  and  her  family  are  now 
left  with  nothing  but  the  shirts  on 
their  backs. 

“We  are  encouraging  everyone 


to  donate,”  said  Brian  Savage, 
Student  Trustee  of  JJC.  “It’s 
tragic  when  one  of  our  students 
has  something  happen.  We  really 
want  to  help  them.”  - 

The  Student  Government 
team  hosted  a bake  sale  Nov.  20 
which  raised  nearly  $400  in  one 
day.  Since  the  bake  sale,  money 
and  clothing  donations  have  been 
given  for  the  cause. 

“We’ve  even  been  charging 
people  at  the  door  [of  the  office],” 
said  Dan  Rickard,  Secretary/ 
Diversity  representative  for  SG. 
“There’s  also  an  [unnamed] 
professor  that  is  going  to  donate 
at  least  $1,000  if  we  don’t  reach 
our  goal.” 

In  addition  to  Student 
Government’s  commitment, 
friends  of  the  family  have  been 
collecting  for  the  last  several 


weeks. 

According  to  a Herald  News 
press  release  on  Nov.  12, 
prescriptions  that  were  lost  in  the 
fire  have  since  been  refilled  and 
medications  for  Jonny  have  been 
replaced.  A wheel  chair  has  also 
been  provided  for  Jonny. 

The  monetary  donations 
collected  by  Student  Government 
are  targeted  to  help  rebuild  the 
family’s  DJ  equipment  for  their 
private  business,  All  Star  DJ 
Service. 

Donations  of  any  kind  that  will 
help  the  family  are  being  collected 
at  the  Student  Government  office 
in  H-1016. 

Hailee  wears  a girl’s  size  16 
and  size  seven  shoe.  Jessica  wears 
a size  14  tall  in  pants,  medium- 
sized shirts  and  a size  9.5  shoe. 
Jonny  wears  a 28  x 30  inch  pant, 


medium  size  shirts  and  a size 
seven  shoe. 

Everything  from  outerwear  to 
underwear  is  needed. 


To  make  a 
donation  to  the 
Soval  family, 
stop  by  the 
Student 
Government 
office  in 
H-1016. 


Fall  2006  Book  Buyback — 

During  Exam  weait 


1JC  Bookstore  Extended  Hours 

Week  of  December  18. 2006 


Dec.  18-21 

7:30  a.m.-7  p.m. 

Dec.  22 

7:30  a. m. -4:30  p.m. 

Closed  December  23  through  January  1 for  the  holidays. 

Spring  2007  Extended  Hours-Main  Campus 

Jon.  1 (Mon.) 

CLOSED 

Jan.  2-4 

7:30  o.m.-8  p.m. 

Jan.  5 

7:30  a.m.-7  p.m. 

Jan.  6 

8 a.m.-4  .pm. 

Week  of  January  8, 2007-Main  Campus 

Jan.  8 & 9 

7 a.m.-8  p.m. 

Jan.  10  & 11 

7:30  a.m.-8  p.m. 

Jan.  12 

7:30  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Jan.  13  (Sat.) 

8 a.m.-l  p.m. 

Week  ol  January  15. 2007-Main  Campus 

Jon.  15 

CLOSED 

Jan.  16-18 

7:30  o.m.-7:30  p.m. 

Jon.  19 

7:30  a. m. -4:30  p.m. 

Spring  2007  Hours-Nordi  Campus 

Jan.  6 (Sot.) 

8 a.m.-l  p.m 

Jon.  8-11 

8 a.m.-12  p.m  and  6-8  p.m. 

Jan.  12 

8 a.m.-12  p.m. 

Jan.  13  (Sat.) 

8 a.m.-12  p.m. 

Jan.  15 

CLOSED 

Jan.  16-18 

8 a.m.-12  p.m.  and  6-8  p.m. 

Jan.  19 

8 a.m.-l  2 p.m. 

Book  Buyback  Hours 

Main  Campus 

Thursday,  December  7 

8 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Friday,  December  8 

8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Saturday,  December  9 

8 a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Monday-Thurs.  Dec.  11-14 

8 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Friday,  December  1 5 

8 a.m.  to  3 p.m. 

"o  Man 

Monday-Thurs.,  Dec.  11-14 

9 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

North  Campus 

Wednesday,  December  1 3 

6 p.m.  to  8 p.m. 

JJC  Bookstore  Extended  Hours  - 
Also  available  at  www.jjcbookstore.com 

The  only  bookstore  owned  and  operated  by 
Joliet  Junior  College. 

The  JJC  Bookstore  buys  back  books  every 
business  day. 

Located  in  the  J-Building  across  from  the 
Service  Center  and  Registration. 


Financial  Aid  and 
Grants  Welcome. 


j i in 


giiege^ 


Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

www.jjcbookstore.com 
bookstore@jjc.edu 
(815)  280-6767 
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JJC  alum  returns,  shares  unique  success  story 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


Is  my  tie  straight?:  Dr.  Thomas  Roach  fixes  his  tic  as  he  listens  to  an  audience 
member’s  question. 


By  Randal  Donley 

Several  free  tasty  finger 
sandwiches,  free  punch  and  free 
chips.  All  which  were  sitting  in 
front  of  everybody  on  their  plates. 
Yet  no  one  could  take  their  eyes 
or  ears  off  of  Dr.  Thomas  Roach. 

The  Office  of  Minority  Student 
Affairs  and  Alumni  Relations 
departments  held  another  Success 
Story  Series  Nov.  30,  this  time 
featuring  Thomas  Roach,  Ph.D., 
a tenured  Purdue  University 
professor  and  Joliet  Junior 
College  alum  from  1974. 

“It’s  so  emotional  for  me  to 
come  back  here  and  walk  through 
these  halls,”  Roach  said  in  his 
presentation  at  12  p.m.  “I  have 
made  a ton  of  mistakes  in  the 
past.  I started  out  so  low  and  I 
think  I might  be  the  wrong  guy 
standing  here.” 

Roach,  who  enrolled  in  one 
English  course  (initially  to  help 
pursue  a future  as  a Rock  and 
Roll  lyricist)  at  JJC  in  1972  after 
completing  his  GED,  graduated 
with  his  Associate’s  and  moved 
on  to  Northern  Illinois  University 
for  his  Bachelor’s  and  Master’s 
degrees. 

Years  later,  he  found  himself  at 
one  of  the  top  Journalism  schools 
in  the  nation,  Northwestern 
University  in  Evanston,  working 
on  a Ph.D. 

His  dissertation  on  the 
American  news  media  earned  him 
the  Dissertation  of  the  Year  Award 
in  1994.  Roach  said  he  feels  like 
he  won  it  for  his  mentor,  Thomas 
Farrell,  who  was  a professor 
of  communication  studies  at 
Northwestern  and  passed  away 
this  past  June. 


During  his  speech,  Roach 
joked  about  how  ordinary  his  life 
has  been. 

"There’s  the  math  class  I forgot 
I had  enrolled  in  [at  JJC].  The 
S500  house  1 bought.  I took  a job 
at  the  Beacan  News  where  I knew 
five  editors  had  recently  been 
fired  [pause].  1 was  number  six. 

“I  accepted  a personal  check  for 
a car.  I ran  an  election  campaign 
and  we  lost  against  Art  Schultz, 
who  has  now  been  mayor  of 
Joliet  for  16  years  and  has  a street 
named  after  him.  I still  have 
unpaid  bills.  My  wife  and  kids 
disagree  with  everything  I say. 
And  I have  students  that  skip  my 
classes.” 

After  enrolling  in  his  second 
semester  at  JJC,  Roach  took 
another  English  course  and  started 
taking  Journalism  courses  that 
grabbed  his  interests.  He  wrote 
movie  reviews  for  an  underground 
newspaper  at  JJC  back  in  the  day 
and  was  also  Student  Government 
president  and  Student  Trustee. 

A lazy  day  sleeping  on  the 
Blazer  office’s  couch  one 
afternoon  turned  into  a rush 
campaign  against  the  Student 
Government  president,  who 
wasn’t  going  to  hold  elections. 
The  previous  president  was 
“impeached"  and  Roach  was 
elected  into  the  position. 

“We  had  so  many  fundraisers, 
bake  sales,  concerts  and  blood 
drives,  I wasn’t  paying  attention 
to  responsibilities  as  Student 
Trustee,”  Roach  shares.  “I  found 
out  the  president  from  before  was 
running  for  trustee.  So  that  day 
of  the  elections  I ran  a one-day 
write-in  campaign  and  won.” 


Roach  says  he  learned  three 
things  from  JJC:  he  learned  to 
learn,  he  learned  write  and  he 
learned  leadership. 

"I  always  said  that  I have  never 
taken  a class  that  I didn’t  like,” 
said  Roach.  “But  that’s  because 
I would  always  enrolled  into  an 
extra  class  and  drop  the  least  one 
that  1 liked.” 

After  his  job  at  the  Beacan 
News,  Roach  worked  for  Provena 
Saint  Joseph  Hospital  in  the 
Public  Relations  Department. 

When  he  was  ready  to  move 


after  four  yC-ars  of  that  job,  he  sent 
out  a resume  to  Carson  Piric  Scot 
to  write  their  newsletters  to  do 
some  “real  journalism  work.” 

Little  did  he  know  at  the 
time,  his  resume  was  forwarded 
to  the  top  office  of  the  human 
relations  department.  After  six 
weeks  passed,  he  was  called  for 
the  interview  and  “it  took  me  20 
minutes  to  realize  I wasn’t  going 
to  be  writing  newsletters.”  He  got 
hired. 

Eventually  Carson’s  closed 
the  HR  department  and  Roach 


applied  for  a job  at  Purdue,  which 
wasn’t  promised  at  firs!.  Roach 
was  hired  on  has  a temporary 
one-year  employee  after  someone 
dropped  the  job  offer. 

Purdue  decided  to  keep  him  on 
board  and  offered  him  a full-time 
position  if  he  got  his  Ph.D.  Roach 
as  been  an  associate  professor  at 
Purdue  for  20  years  now. 

However,  "The  most  fun  I’ve 
had  with  writing  are  the  columns 
and  movie  reviews  I did  here  [at 
JJC],"  Roach  said. 


MID 

Future  Business  Leaders 


Take  seat  in  the  boardroom  with  a 

l 


Business  degree  from  Trinity 

\ 

TRINITY'S  PROGRAM  IS: 

Convenient  - Classes  meet  one  night  a week 
^ Affordable 

Timely 

^ Inspiring 


Tuition  includes  the  cost  of  books, 
study  guides  & a laptop  computer 

Apply  existing  credits  & graduate  in  less 
than  22  months 


Courses  taught  from  a Christian  Perspective 


Call  708.239.4768 

for  more  information  or  visit 

www.trnty.edu/adultstudies 


hTrinity  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 
ADULT  STUDIES.  ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS. 

6601  West  College  Drive.  Palos  Heights.  Illinois  60463 

MOMENTUM  FOR  LIFE 

708.239.4768  www.trnty.edu/adu1tstudtes 


TRADE,  from  page  3 

Given  this  information,  the 
underlying  problem  becomes 
much  clearer. 

The  problem  is  not  that 
we,  as  a developed  nation, 
are  oppressing  the  developing 
nations  of  the  world  for  our  own 
financial  gain,  because  wc  don’t 
gain,  wc  lose. 

Wc  arc  selling  our 
commodities  overseas  for  less 
than  they  cost  us  to  produce. 

The  difference  is  being  paid  by 
the  American  taxpayer. 

The  solution  is  not  some 
elaborate  scheme  of  price- 
fixing  and  export  limitations; 
it  is  to  simply  allow  the  market 
to  correct  itself  by  removing 
the  excessive  and  unwarranted 
subsidies  handed  out  by  our 
government. 

The  advocates  of  fair  trade 
want  to  solve  the  unfairness  in 
the  market  created  by  practices 
such  as  government  subsidies 
and  market  flooding.  Their 
solution  is  to  balance  them  with 
more  unfair  practices  like  price- 
fixing  and  export  controls. 

This  is  the  old  “two  wrongs 
make  a right”  approach, 
a tradition  of  the  socialist 
experiment.  Anyone  who  had 
a mom  has  undoubtedly  been 
taught,  and  for  good  reason,  that 
two  wrongs  do  not  make  a right. 
Fair  trade  aims  to  create  fairness 
by  being  equally  and  oppositely 
unfair,  and  frankly,  that’s  not  fair. 
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‘Tis  the  season. . . . , , 

for  top  ten  lists  and  unorthodox  craft  projects! 


COMMENTARY 


10  things  1 liate  aRut  Christmas 


By  Randal  Donley 

There  are  multiple  elements  of  the  holiday  season  that,  yes,  I’ll 
admit  I enjoy!  But  there  some  that  can  irritate  the  common  person. 

So  in  lieu  of  spending  all  of  that  money,  in  finding  the  not-so-perfect 
gifts,  or  even  trying  to  explain  to  your  little  ones  why  there  is  a Santa 
Claus  in  every  mall/store  outlet/  grocery  store/  gas  station  you  go  into 

1 have  put  together  a top  10  list  of  some  annoying  things  about 
this  time  of  year.  Enjoy!  Oh,  and.  Happy  Holidays! 

10  Those  imtating  kiosk  vendors.  No.  1 DO  NOT  need  you  to  nib 
lotion  on  my  hands,  and  I don’t  need  a scalp  massager,  cheap  cologne 
‘or  false  teeth.  Neither  does  anyone  who  walks  past  avoiding  any  form 
of  eye  contact. 

°)  Crazy  drivers.  Know  what  I got  for  Christmas  last  year?  Four 
dirty  looks,  three  stolen  parking  spaces  (ironically  here  at  JJC!).  two 
door  dings,  and  a bird  that  doesn't  sit  in  a pear  tree. 

8 Billboard’s  most  overplayed  Top  40  piped  into  the  mall. 
-YOU’RE  BEAUTIFUL!”  Maybe  she  is  . . . but  that  song  isn’t.  It 

sucks. 

7 Relatives  that  don’t  give  you  Christmas  gift  ideas  until  the 
week  before  Christmas.  Thus,  forcing  you  into  a situation  with 
overcrowded,  angry,  panicked  last  minute  shoppers  in  a place  like 
IKEA  (which  is  the  worst  place  to  get  lost  in).  And  then  going  insane. 

6 Packs  of  disrespectful  people  barreling  through  everyone 
without  regard  for  anyone  else’s  personal  space.  Plus  every  crabby 
old  fart  out  there  pining  for  the  old  days  when  people  knew  the 
meaning  of  space. 

5 “Mommy,  I want  — !!”  “She  hit  me!”  “WHAAAAAHHHUi? 
Oy,  tie  my  tubes  already! 

h Coming  up  with  the  perfect  gift  for  someone,  and  not  being  able 
to  find  said  gift,  even  after  visiting  over  10  stores.  Then  giving  up. 
Then  buying  my  self  a gourmet  coffee  to  make  myself  feci  belter. 
Then  feeling  guilty  for  spending  money  on  myself.  Then  going  home 
a present-less  a woman,  which  leads  to  . . 

3 . . . paying  exorbitant  shipping  fees  because  I chose  to  buy  gifts 
online  instead.  Thanks,  relatives',  (see  item  7) 

2 Christmas  sneaking  closer  and  closer  to  Halloween  each  year. 
Shut  up  Hallmark,  and  you,  too,  Target. 

1 Driving,  driving,  driving,  driving.  “For  evah.  And  evah. 
Hallelujah!  Halle  . . .’’  No  more.  They  can  come  to  our  house  for  a 
change. 


Chestnuts  roasting  on  a paper  fire. . . 

Or,  ‘How  to  make  a fireplace  that  won’t  land  Santa  In  the  nearest  hospitals’  burn  unit’ 


COMMENTARY 


By  Mary  Schultz 

This  year,  my  Very  Martha 
Christmas  gene  kicked  in  when 
it  was  time  to  decorate  the 
Honors  Program  classroom 
for  Christmas.  Using  an 
empty  bookcase  and  some 
construction  paper,  I created 
the  most  brilliant  Christmas 
decoration  I’ve  ever  come  up 
with. 

Now,  since  it’s  Christmas 
time  and  I’m  feeling  generous,  I 
will  share  it  with  all  of  you,  free 
of  charge. 

You  will  need: 

Red,  yellow,  orange, 
brown,  black  and  white 
construction  paper. 

Scissors 

Double  sided  tape 

A pencil 

A blank  wall 

Start  by  figuring  out  how 
big  you  want  your  fireplace  to 
be.  I made  mine  on  an  empty 
bookcase  with  a removable  shelf 
in  front  of  the  wall,  "but  you  can 
easily  do  it  flat  on  a blank  wall. 

Measure  the  inside  of  the 
fireplace  by  holding  pieces  of 
black  construction  paper  up  to 
the  wall  and  tape  it  in  place, 
and  make  sure  no  tape  shows 
on  the  front  of  the  paper.  Leave 
space  around  the  perimeter  of 
the  black  for  the  bricks.  This  is 
the  background  for  the  inside 
of  your  fireplace,  where  the  fire 
will  go. 

Now  start  cutting  out  your 
paper  shapes. 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 
Students  roasting  near  an  open  fire:  Honors  students  Katie  Ulivi 
and  Dan  Filar  sit  near  their  pseudo-fireplace,  made  out  of  construc- 
tion paper  and  a bookcase. 


First  cut  flame  shapes  from  the 
orange  and  yellow  paper.  Tear  the 
edges  and  cut  cylinders  out  of  the 
brown  paper,  or  for  3D  logs,  tear 
the  edges  first  and  then  and  tape 
it  into  tubes.  Cut  rectangles  out 
of  the  red  for  bricks  and  strips 
slightly  wider  than  the  bricks 
from  white  paper. 

Lay  the  fire  pieces  out  on  a flat 
surface  first,  layering  the  orange 
and  yellow  flame  shapes  into 
something  that  looks  like  fire. 
Keep  in  mind  the  dimensions  of 
your  background,  then  start  from 
the  bottom  and  tape  the  flames  to 
the  black  background. 

Now  find  a good  arrangement 
for  the  logs  and  then  tape  them  to 


the  wall,  overlapping  the  bottom 
of  the  flames  to  cover  up  any 
flat  edges  or  visible  tape  at  the 
bottom. 

To  make  the  mortar,  put  two 
rows  of  white  paper  on  top  of  the 
black  background  for  the  mantle 
and  a single  row  around  the  rest 
of  the  firstlpace. 

Leave  a quarter  of  an  inch 
space  between  each  brick  when 
you  tape  them  on  the  mortar. 
Stagger  the  bricks  when  making 
two  rows  next  to  each  other  for 
the  mantle. 

You’re  done!  Now  you  can 
sit  back  and  admire  your  work, 
and  my  brilliant  idea.  It’s  a good 
thing. 


Have  an  issue  with  something  we've  written 
about?  Think  we  need  to  know  about 
something  on  campus? 

Tell  us  about  it! 

Write  a letter  to  the  editor  and  email  it  to 
blazermail@jjc.edu,  send  it  through  inter-office  mail 
or  drop  it  off  yourself  at  F-1009  at  the  main  campus. 

We’d  love  to  hear  from  you! 


Please  see  the  Blazer  letter  policy  on  page  3 
before  submitting  a letter  to  the  editor. 


The  earlier  you  plan,  the 
less  time  and 
less  expense  it  will  take 
to  graduate! 


Don’t  wait  for 
spring  registration 
to  decide  your  major... 
Schedule  an  appointment 
today  with  a 
Career  Counselor. 


(2<v re&r 
SevviceA 


Student  Center 
D-1010 

(815)  280-2756 


For  more  information  please 
contact  Rob  Berki  at 

Focus  on  the  important 

North  Park 

(773)  244-5516  or 

university 

rberki-01  @northpark.edu 

CHICAGO 

www.northpark.edu/focus 

3225  West  Tosler  Avenue 
Chicago.  Illinois  60625-4395 
www.northpark.edu 
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Entertainment 


Apply  Today! 

Winter  Trimester  begin*  January  8 
Spring/Summer  Trimester  begins  April  5 


Earn  your  BadieJor's  and  Master’s  Degree  at  the  same  time! 


8^  ROBERT  MORRIS  CO!  -LEGE 

"V 

800-RMC-5960  ( 


I’ve  got  my  mind  on 

higher  goals. 

ill  complete  iry  Bachelor’s 
i W Master’s  Degiees  /it  the  sank'  firm 
1/  hjJcps  most  students 
to  cunt  fust  mte. 

I am  a Robert  Morris 
student 


Dual  Degree  Program 


Governors  State  University 

1 University  Parkway.  University  Park.  IL  60466 

www.govst.edu 


Happy  Holidays  from  Governors  State  University 

Give  yourself  the  gift  of  an  education! 

A college  degree  boosts  your  Income  by  an  additional  S23.000  a year,  according  to  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau. 
A master's  degree  adds  an  average  of  $27,000  a year. 

An  education  Is  truly  the  gift  that  keeps  on  giving! 

Governors  State  University  Is  now  accepting  applications  for  Winter  2007  and  May  2007  enrollment. 


Craig  dispenses  naysayers  in  spectacular  ‘Royale’  fashion 


Blond  Bond 
expertly  brings  Ian 
Fleming's  007  to  the 
screen 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

When  British  actor  Daniel 
Craig  was  announced  last  year 
to  become  the  latest  in  the  James 
Bond  line  of  actors,  Bond  “purist” 
fans  went  nuts,  nitpicking  Craig 
as  not  being  up  to  their  standards 
for  007.  “He’s  too  short.”  “He’s 
blond.”  He’s  got  blue  eyes.” 

Permission  to  kick  their  asses 
granted,  Mr.  Craig. 

Craig’s  debut  is  as  the  British 
secret  agent  in  Casino  Royale, 
the  2 15'  Bond  film  but  a prequel 
of  sorts.  Royale  is  based  on  the 
first  Bond  novel  from  1953  by 
Ian  Fleming.  The  film  starts  with 
a stark  black-and-white  sequence, 
showing  how  Bond  Seamed  his 
rough  ways — and  earned  his 
license  to  kill. 

Bond  is  assigned  by  M (Judi 
Dench)  to  locate  Le  Cheffre 
(Mads  Mikkelsen),  a private 
banker  with  a scarred  left-eye 
that  weeps  blood  who  handles  the 
finances  of  international  terrorists, 
and  enter  in  his  high-stakes  “Hold 
'em”  poker  game  (updated  from 
baccarat  in  the  novel). 

Le  Cheffre  hasn’t  been 
balancing  his  checkbook  very 
well — or  at  least  hasn’t  been 
spending  the  money  wisely — 
because  those  pesky  terrorists  are 


Photo  courtesy  of  Sony  Pictures 

Would  you  like  that  shaken  or  stsrred?:  Daniel  Craig  (with  Sebastien  Foucan)  is  the  new  James  Bond 
in  Martin  Campbell’s  Casino  Royale. 


looking  for  their  money. 

M believes  that  Bond,  tagged 
as  “the  best  player  in  the  Service," 
can  outplay  Le  Cheffre  and  cause 
him  to  go  bankrupt,  forcing  his 
hand,  so  to  speak,  and  turn  him 
into  the  British  Secret  Service 
and  MI6. 

Along  for  the  ride  with  Bond 
for  viewing  pleasure  is  British 
Treasury  agent  Vesper  Lynd 
(Eva  Green),  making  sure  the 
government’s  money  doesn’t  fall 
directly  into  the  hands  of  terrorists. 
Their  absolute  resentment  of  each 
other  goes  from  sour  to  sweet  as 


they  begin  to  fall  for  each  other. 

What  makes  Casino  Royale 
great  is  the  opportunity  the 
filmmakers  took  to  offer  up  a 
reboot  of  the  franchise,  bringing 
the  series  back  down  to  what 
mattered:  the  character  of  James 
Bond. 

Fleming  conceived  him  as  a 
sparkplug  gone  mad,  a ruthless, 
egotistical,  sexist,  and  flawed 
brute.  What  Craig  does  is  go 
above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty, 
even  so  much  as  to  respond  to  a 
bartender  asking  if  Bond  would 
like  his  infamous  martini  shaken 


or  stirred  with  "Does  it  look  like 
I give  a damn?”  After  all,  Bond 
hasn’t  even  learned  everything  he 
needs  to  know.  Not  yet. 

Craig  brings  a ferocious  nature 
back  to  the  character,  with  his 
cold  blue  eyes  fitting  nicely  with 
the  cold  character.  Where  are  you 
at  now,  you  so-called  purists? 

Craig’s  imposing  performance 
also  breathes  new  life  into  a 
franchise  that  wanted  to  come  up 
with  complex  gadgets  for  Bond, 
not  good  ideas  for  Bond  himself. 
What  director  Martin  Campbell, 
who  also  restarted  the  franchise  in 


1995  with  Goldeneye , does  here  is 
make  one  of  the  year's  best  films, 
an  exciting  and  taut  spectacle. 

Green  brings  intelligence 
back  to  the  Bond  girl,  not  just 
good  looks.  Trust  me,  she  is 
good-looking.  But  she  is  Bond’s 
opposite  and  equal  in  every  sense 
of  the  words. 

Mikkelsen  harkens  back  to  the 
classic  Bond  villains.  Very  much 
in  the  vein  of  Auric  Goldfinger 
and  Dr.  Julius  No,  Mikkelsen’s  Le 
Cheffre  is  formidable  to  Craig's 
Bond,  with  a powerful  demeanor 
and  a fierce  gaze — which  comes 
in  handy  in  the  surprisingly  tense 
and  suspenseful  scenes  at  the 
poker  table. 

Like  Batman  Begins  of  last 
year,  Casino  Royale  is  the  boost 
the  series  needs,  a much-needed 
rejuvenation. 

But  the  true  star  of  the  film  is 
Craig.  His  awesome  performance 
in  last  year’s  great  Layer  Cake  got 
him  this  job,  and  the  franchise  is 
much  better  with  him.  Craig  is  in 
another  realm  of  Bond,  different 
from  every  previous  actor  before 
him. 

Craig’s  007  makes  Pierce 
Brosnan  look  like  the  metrosexual 
ofthe  Bonds;  Timothy  Dalton  look 
like  a whining  little  baby;  Roger 
Moore  too  girlie-like;  George 
Lazcnby  look  like.  . .George 
Lazenby;  and  Sean  Connery — 
well,  we  can’t  touch  the  master. 
But  Craig  leaves  us  shaken  and 
stirred  in  Casino  Royale.  He  also 
makes  us  all  want  to  be  Bond. 

James  Bond. 
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Look  out,  Tinkerbell 

Holly  Black  delivers 
fun,  fractured 
‘faerie’  tales 


REVIEW 


By  Mary  Schultz 

Holly  Black's  soon-to-be 
trilogy  of  “urban  faerie  tales” 
makes  for  fun  and  fast-paced 
reading. 

In  Tithe  and  Valiant,  Black 
deftly  walks  the  line  between 
the  real  world  and  her  well- 
constructed  world  of  faerie. 

Although  Valiant  takes  place 
in  the  same  reality  as  Tithe  and 
some  of  the  characters  make 
brief  appearances.  Ironside,  due 
out  Spring  2007,  will  be  the 
proper  sequel  to  Tithe,  which 
came  out  in  2002. 

Set  against  the  backdrop  of 
New  Jersey  and  New  York,  Black 
makes  it  seem  possible  that  the 
complex  system  of  courts  of  her 
faerie  world  really  could  exist 
in  the  ground,  under  an  apple 
orchard  and  that  unruly  fey  are 
exiled  in  the  subways  of  the  city. 

Her  characters,  both  human  and 
non-human,  have  fairly  believable 
personalities. 

I’ll  admit  the  faerie  Ladies  are 
a little  Lord  of  the  Rings,  but  how 
can  you  do  a proper  fantasy  story 
without  one  of  those  chicks? 

Nonetheless,  the  “normal" 
people  in  her  books  are  quite 
normal:  angst-y,  awkward  and 
sometimes  unattractive.  The 
inhabitants  of  Black’s  stories  are 
definitely  not  what  we’ve  seen  in 
fairy  tales  before. 

Black’s  protagonists,  one 
a pixie  in  human  “glamour” 
(Black’s  term  for  illusions  created 
by  magic)  and  the  other  a human 
who  finds  ways  to  transcend  into 
faerie  world,  are  typical  girls  in 
their  teens. 

However,  instead  of  lusting 
after  football  players  and  pop 
singers,  they  have  crushes  on 
faerie  lords  and  trolls. 


Cheeky:  Author  Holly  Black. 


As  Black’s  characters  find 
themselves  steeped  deeper  in  the 
world  of  faerie,  I found  myself,  as 
a reader,  turning  the  pages  faster 
and  faster. 

Black’s  narrative  is  decisive 
and  she  remains  dedicated  to 
the  laws  of  her  faerie  world 
throughout  each  story,  which 
will  make  these  novels  ideal  for 
anyone  looking  to  test  the  waters 
of  fantasy  literature. 


The  inner  workings  and 
hierarchy  of  the  faerie  courts  are 
not  as  clearly  explained  as  they 
could  be,  but  hopefully  the  third 
installment  will  take  up  more  of 
the  issues  presented  so  far  and 
flesh  them  out  more  fully. 

I,  for  one,  don’t  mind  some 
confusion  about  Ladies  and  Lords 
when  the  writing  is  this  fun  to 
read. 


Photo  courtesy  of  blackhoily.com 


lly  flk* 


Keeping  a finger  on  the  vein  of  the  entertanment  industry... 


No  soup  for  you!:  Is  The 
Kramer  tarnished  forever— or 
s this  nothing  but  a bunch  tff 
yada,  yada,  yada? 


Thanks  for 
the  trend,  Mel 

On  Nov.  1 7,  Michael  Richards — 
better  known  as  Cosmo  Kramer 
from  Seinfeld — did  something  that 
many  have  no  doubt  heard  about; 
this  includes  you. 

While  performing  at  L.A. 
comedy  club  The  Laugh  Factory, 

Richards  became  enraged  by  two 
African-American  hecklers  in  the 
balcony  section  and  began  shouting 
obscenities  at  them.  One  such  was 
that  racially  hot  ‘n’  word. 

The  outburst,  caught  on  those 
handy  video  cell  phones  and  posted 
on  the  celebrity  dirt  web  site  TMZ. 
com,  caused  audience  members  to 
gasp.  The  TMZ  video  even  caught  a 
woman  nearby  saying,  “Oh  my  God.” 

Someone  else,  seemingly  one  of 
the  hecklers,  shouted  to  Richards  “that 
was  uncalled  for,”  which  only  caused 

Richards  to  go  on  even  more.  People  began  leaving  and  another 
African  American  man  went  off  on  Richards.  All  in  all,  the  show 
pretty  much  ended  there.  That  is,  the  comedy  show  did;  The  Racist 
Richards  Hour  did  not. 

News  outlets  ranging  from  Entertainment  Tonight  to  the 
Associated  Press  put  it  among  the  Iraq  war  as  top  news  stories. 
Richards  was  even  invited  on  The  Late  Show  with  David  Letterman 
on  Nov.  20  by  (coincidentally)  weeks-long-booked  guest  Jerry 
Seinfeld.  As  Richards  tried  to  explain  what  happened,  people  in  the 
audience  chuckled,  causing  Seinfeld  to  tell  them  to  “shut  up.  It’s  not 
funny.” 

The  attempt  at  redemption  did  not  end  there.  By  the  end  of  the 
week,  Richards  had  hired  a high-powered  publicist  and  ‘crisis 
management’  expert  Howard  Rubenstein  to  mend  the  wounds 
Richards’  comments  left,  including  putting  a call  to  the  Reverends  A1 
Sharpton  and  Jesse  Jackson,  the  latter  having  Richards  on  his  radio 
show  Nov.  26. 

The  hecklers  are  now  threatening  lawsuits  and  Rubenstein 
is  claiming  Richards  as  a Jew  (sans  proper  Jewish  descent  or 
conversion)  and  allegedly  justifying  Richards’  anti-Semitic  remarks 
during  a comedy  routine  in  April. 

Richards  is  now  reaching  out  to  them  (and  not  with  racist  remarks) 
by  setting  up  a meeting  with  the  three  hecklers  and  former  judge,  who 
will  play  moderator,  to  determine  how  to  put  the  incident  to  rest.  One 
such  possibility  is  a cash  settlement. 

This  entire  situation  has  gone  about  as  long  as  my  above 
explanation  it.  The  man  has  sincerely  apologized  once  and  for  all. 
Let’s  leave  him  alone.  But  should  it  really  end  there? 

The  guy  lost  his  cool,  which  brought  out  the  worst  in  him,  much 
like  a certain  brave  heart’s  drunken  rant  earlier  this  year  and  the 
drunken  frat  boys  of  Borat  (see  the  last  Hollywood  pulse,  silly). 

However,  in  Richards’  defense,  I have  been  to  Riddle’s  Comedy 
Club  in  Orland  Park.  Their  one  rule  for  patrons?  Do  not  heckle  the 
comics.  If  you  do,  you  will  be  removed  for  the  premises.  Also,  I 
heard  from  a friend  that  he  read  online  that  these  guys  were  heckling 
Richards  for  a long  time  and  did  begin  to  hit  below  the  belt.  Some 
even  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  got  what  they  deserved. 

I disagree  to  an  extent.  They  do  deserve  to  be  ridculcd  for  their 
disrespect,  but  I’ve  got  no  respect  for  racism. 

Does  everybody  have  to  pull  a Mel  Gibson  defense  when  they  say 
or  do  something  that  is  alcohol-,  drug-  or  anger-induced?  There  is  a 
saying  that  goes  “A  drunken  man’s  words  are  a sober  man’s  thought.” 

I do  believe  that  when  you’re  forced  into  a place  like  the  above 
situation,  the  same  applies.  Whether  he  is  racist,  Jewish  or  neither, 
Richards  faces  a long  road  to  regaining  what  floundering  career  he 
had  left 

Indeed,  his  routine  was  a show  about  nothing. 

Nothing  that  we  haven’t  seen-or  experienced-  before. 
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Lady  Wolves  extend  winning  streak 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 

Rising  above:  JJC’s  Autumn  Weeks  drives  around  her  opponent  and  prepares  her  shot  against  Danville 
during  the  Thanksgiving  toumey. 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

The  Lady  Wolves  kept  the 
good  times  rolling  with  an  84- 
69  win  against  Illinois  Valley 
Community  College  on  Nov.  28 
at  Joliet  to  extend  their  winning 
streak  to  three,  and  push  their 
record  to  7-2. 

Shanicqua  Montgomery  led 
the  way  with  25  points.  Autumn 
Weeks  had  a double-double 
with  16  points  and  10  rebounds. 
Shantel  Johnson  scored  10  points 
and  dished  out  four  assists, 
and  Sarai  Guererro  added  eight 
points. 

Prior  to  the  game  against  Illinois 
Valley,  the  Lady  Wolves  won 


the  annual  Joliet  Junior  College 
Thanksgiving  Tournament  for  the 
fourth  time  in  six  years  with  an 
exciting  95-92  win  over  Danville 
Area  Community  College  on 
Nov.  25. 

Montgomery  led  the  Lady 
Wolves  with  24  points  and  10 
rebounds.  Johnson  and  Weeks 
each  scored  1 7 points.  Erin  Novak 
scored  1 2 points  and  Amber  Mann 
dished  out  10  assists. 

Montgomery  earned 

tournament  MVP  honors  and 
Johnson  was  voted  into  the  all- 
tournament  team. 

The  Lady  Wolves  opened 
tournament  play  with  a 99-36 


victory  over  McHenry  County 
College  on  Nov.  24. 

Johnson  and  Novak  each  scored 
17  points  to  lead  the  way.  Johnson 
also  added  t10  steals.  Guerrero 
scored  12  points  and  Brittany 
Bennett  added  1 1 points. 

The  Lady  Wolves  next  three 
games  will  be  at  home.  They  will 
face  Moraine  Valley  Community 
College  on  Dec.  7.  They  will  face 
Morton  College  on  Dec.  12.  They 
will  also  face  Lake  Michigan 
College  on  Dec.  16.  Tip-off  is 
scheduled  for  5 p.m.  for  all  three 
games. 


Athletes  tissue 

Chris  Buchanan 
is  the  Male  Athlete 
of  the  Issue  after  his 
performance  in  the 
annual  Joliet  Junior 
College  Thanksgiving 
Tournament. 

Buchanan  scored 

18  points  in  the  final 
against  the  College 
of  Lake  County,  as  he 
helped  the  Wolves  to 
an  80-66  win. 

He  also  scored 

19  points  in  the 
opening  round  of  the 
tournament  against 
North  Park  University 

JV.  Buchanan  was  named  MVP  of  the  tournament. 

For  the  season,  he  is  averaging  20  points,  6 rebounds, 
and  3.5  assists  per  game. 


Shanicqua 
Montgomery  is  the 
Female  Athlete  of 
the  Issue  after  her 
performance  in  the 
annual  Joliet  Junior 
College  Thanksgiving 
Tournament. 

In  the  final  against 
Danville  Area 

Community  College, 
Montgomery  scored 
25  points,  to  help  the 
Lady  Wolves  to  a 95- 
92  victory. 

She  scored  10  points 
in  the  first  round  of 
the  tournament  against 


Shanicqua  Montgomery 


McHenry  County  College.  Montgomery  was  named 
MVP  of  the  tournament. 

For  the  season,  she  is  averaging  1 6 points,  six  rebounds 
and  three  steals  per  game. 


FOOTBALL,  from  page  12 

After  an  Iowa  Centralpunt,  the 
Wolves  took  over  at  their  own 
30. 

But  the  turnover  bug  bit  the 
Wolves  again  as  quarterback 
Jason  Schlueter’s  pass  was  picked 
off  by  Curtis  Meyer  and  returned 
to  the  Joliet  15.  Schlueter  was 
picked  off  four  times  on  the  day. 

Three  plays  later  the  Tritons 
were  on  the  board  again  with 
Haiper’s  second  rushing 
touchdown  of  the  day  making  the 
score  24-0. 

Trailing  24-0,  the  Wolves 
switched  to  Watkins,  looking  to 
get  back  in  the  game. 

On  his  first  drive,  Watkins  led 
the  team  to  the  Iowa  Central  8, 
the  first  time  all  day  the  Wolves 
had  been  in  the  red  zone. 

The  Wolves  finished  the  drive 
on  a 12-yard  touchdown  pass 
from  Watkins  to  Steve  Benjamin. 

The  2-point  conversion  failed 
and  the  score  was  24-6.  On  the 
ensuing  kickoff  Curtis  Meyer 
returned  the  kickoff  78  yards  to 
the  Joliet  14. 

The  Tritons  were  unable  to 
capitalize  on  the  good  field 
position  as  Burden  missed  a 37- 
yard  field  goal. 


The  Wolves  took  over  and 
went  80  yards,  scoring  on  a 25- 
yard  pass  to  Sean  Alexander.  The 
extra  point  was  blocked  and  the 
score  was  24-12. 

After  a failed  fourth  down 
attempt  by  the  Wolves,  Iowa 
Central  took  over  on  downs. 
They  attempted  a long  pass  on 
first  down,  but  the  pass  was 
intercepted  by  Marcus  Minor  on 
the  Joliet  7. 

The  Wolves  took  over  and  went 
93  yards  in  2'A  minutes  and  scored 
on  a Watkins  touchdown  pass  to 
Benjamin  to  make  the  score  24- 
1 9 with  five  minutes  remaining. 

The  Tritons  had  one  last  bullet 
in  them  as  Edwards  completed 
a 75-yard  touchdown  pass  to 
Hanson,  his  second  touchdown  of 
the  day,  to  make  the  score  30-19. 

The  Wolves’  final  drive  stalled 
and  a field  goal  attempt  by  Steve 
Ivanisevic  was  no  good,  making 
the  final  score  Iowa  Central  30, 
Joliet  19. 

Wolves  quarterback  Mitch 
Watkins  was  named  Offensive 
Player  of  the  Game. 

The  Wolves  finished  the  season 
at  7-4. 


I CAN  LEARN 
FROM  EXPERTS. 


I CAN  BECOME 
AN  EXPERT. 


Our  faculty  members  have  long  been  leaders  in  their  respective  fields — business,  psychology,  communications, 
graphic  design  and  more.  They're  also  committed  to  helping  you  prepare  for  your  own  satisfying  and  successful  career. 
There's  a lot  you  want  to  do  in  life.  With  a great  education  from  Dominican,  you  can. 

Learn  more  about  our  majors,  campuses,  and  great  value  by  contacting  us  at  708-524-6800  or  domadmis@dom.edu. 


DOMINICAN 

f UNIVERSITY 

Inspired  minds.  Amazing  possibilities. 


708-524-6800 
708-524-6864  (fax) 

7900  West  Division  Street 
River  Forest,  IL  60305 
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Sports 


Wolves  come  up  short  against  Iowa 


Central 


What’d  you  say  about  my  momma’?:  JJC  offensive  lineman  Joe  McMahon,  no.  57,  and  Iowa  Central  Community  College  lineman  Robert 
Austin,  no.  69,  get  reacquainted  in  the  first  matchup  between  the  two  teams  on  Sept.  23.  Austin  played  for  JJC  in  2005. 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

With  his  team  trailing  24-0 
midway  through  the  third  quarter 
of  the  Graphic  Edge  Printing 
Bowl,  Wolves  coach  Tom 
Minnick  decided  to  switch  it  up, 
going  with  backup  quarterback 
Mitch  Watkins. 

Watkins  had  appeared  in 
three  games  during  the  season, 


completing  two  out  of  five  passes 
for  15  yards. 

He  turned  out  to  be  the  spark 
the  Wolves  needed,  leading  them 
to  three  second-half  touchdowns, 
cutting  the  Triton  lead  from  24-0 
to  24-19. 

But  that  was  as  close  as  the 
Wolves  would  come,  as  they 
fell  30-19  to  Iowa  Central  in 


Turor  v T1I1.  , Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 

THERE  s THE  BUT  where’s  the  hoop?:  Freshman  J.D. 

Fabian  is  about  to  lose  his  shot  after  Lake  County’s  Chauncey 
Holman  throws  of  his  balance. 


the  Graphic  Edge  Printing  Bowl 
on  Nov.  19  at  the  University  of 
Northern  Iowa. 

Iowa  Central  struck  first  on  a 
long  touchdown  run  by  Stephen 
Harper  to  give  the  Tritons  a 7-0 
lead. 

The  game  was  dominated  by 
both  defenses  early  on  with  both 
offenses  struggling  to  convert 


third  downs  and  each  side 
throwing  an  interception. 

After  a Joliet  punt,  the  Tritons 
went  to  the  air  and  scored  on  a 25- 
yard  touchdown  pass  from  Zack 
Edwards  to  Joel  Hanson,  to  make 
the  score  14-0  midway  through 
the  second  quarter. 

The  Tritons  added  a 42-yard 
field  goal  by  Brandon  Burden  to 


make  the  score  17-0  at  the  half. 

The  Wolves  started  the  second 
half  with  the  ball  and  marched 
down  the  field  but  a costly  penalty 
on  4th-and-l,  made  it  4lh-and-6 
and  the  Wolves  were  unable  to 
convert.  The  Tritons  took  over  on 
downs. 

See  FOOTBALL,  page  11 


Men’s  basketball 

Men  drop  rock, 
lose  to  Elmhurst 


By  Jim  Sheldon 

The  Wolves  looked  sluggish 
and  were  unable  to  overcome  the 
Elmhurst  College  junior  varsity 
team  as  they  fell  72-58  on  Dec.  2 
in  Elmhurst. 

The  Wolves  trailed  38-28  at  the 
half,  and  never  trailed  by  less  than 
seven  in  the  second  half. 

The  Wolves  were  led  by  Chris 
Buchanan,  who  had  28  points 
and  Ryan  Owens  who  scored  24 
points. 

No  other  player  had  more  than 
two  points  for  the  Wolves. 

Prior  to  the  game  against 
Elmhurst,  the  Wolves  defeated  the 
College  of  Lake  County,  80-66  on 
Nov.  25,  to  win  the  annual  Joliet 


Junior  College  Thanksgiving 
Tournament,  for  the  second  year 
in  a row.  Buchanan  led  the  way 
for  the  Wolves  with  1 8 points. 

Owens  scored  16  points,  and 
Adam  Short  added  11  points. 
Buchanan  earned  tournament 
MVP  honors  and  Owens  made 
the  all-toumament  team. 

The  Wolves  opened  the 
tournament  with  a 100-72  victory 
over  the  North  Park  University 
junior  varsity  team  on  Nov.  24. 

Buchanan  led  the  Wolves  with 
19  points.  Max  Jones  scored  18 
points,  and  Short  added  14  points. 
Jarvis  Griffin  had  a strong  game 
with  seven  points,  nine  rebounds 
and  six  assists. 


Wolves’  Upcoming 
Home  Games 

Dec.  7,  7 p.m. 

Moraine  Valley  Community 
College 

Dec.  8,  7 p.m. 

Mid-State  Technical  College 

Dec.  12, 7 p.m. 

Robert  Morris  College  JV 

Dec.  16,  3 p.m. 

Lake  Michigan  College 


J 


